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Tues&u}r, Se?ﬂmber T+h

First of all, T want to Se-l‘ some-l‘l-]ihs s-l‘ranh-H
this is a JOURNAL, not 4 &.’df}(. T know what it
says on the cover but when Mom went out to bu
+his 'H'\.'hS I SPECIFICALLY said to make sure it
didn't say "&.'ur;,'" on it. So dont expect me o be all
"dear &Far)a +his" and "dear d.‘ury that'.

Al T need is for some J'erk to catch me curry.‘hs
+his -I‘HhS around nhn:]g 32-}‘ 'I‘ha wrohg i&en.

The other '}‘th T want to clear up r.'sh'l‘
away is how this was NOT my idea, it was Moms.
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The deal is that if T write in this book a little
bit ed.d-\ tld)} I 5&1‘ out of ohe c}mre ohn
Su-?un:lnys, so of course T picked the one T hate
most. But if Rodrick ever finds out he's scrubbing
toilets becauvse of this book, T'm dead.

Ok 7&.41\ Rodrick’s mPJ brother. T ‘h'}f to avoid him
d-h?(hfduf but now that T struck this deal with
Mom, T better be extra careful.
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Ah},'w::.?' I ‘I‘Hhk Mom }ms H\.’s idea Ilm Suihs to
write dowh my "-Feel.'has" and all that, but shes
not nr.+un||>; allowed +o read it so T #Surt T
Jusﬁ' write wq'm-i' I wanht.

The real reason T asraecl +o do this at all is
becauvse T figure later on when Tm rich and
famous Tl have better +hih55 to do than

ahswer ?ao?le's s+ui|:uic]; questions all day lohs.

GREGORY! HERE'S MY

TELL US WERE YOU BOOK.
ABOUT ALWAYS NOW
YOUR SO SMART SHOO,
CHILD- AND SHOO.
HOOD/ HANDSOME?
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Like T said, one Jny T will de-ﬁ'hH‘:Iy be famous,
but for now T'm stuck in the seventh grade with

a bunch of morons.

MORONS

To:in?' is the first dd.?( of school and r'JSH' now

were Jus+ wniﬁhs around for the teacher +o l'wrr}f
vp and finish the scn*l'iha chart.

Soe T -Fisurtri T mis}ﬁ as well write in this book
and Just get it over with for the rid.y.
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But T +ell you sc:mtﬂ‘xihs... on the first :la;/ of
sr.\‘-.ml, ou so*i' +o be real careful of where ?lau sit.
You walk into the classroom and just plunk your

stuff down on any old desk and the next +Hh3
you krow the +eacher is S“}’ihﬁ

HOPE EVERYONE LIKES
WHERE THEY'RE SITTING
BECAUSE THESE ARE
YOUR PERMANENT SEATS.
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So in this class T got stuck with Chris Hose?z in
front of me and Lionel James in back of me.
O+ha Harris came in late and almost sat ris}ﬂ'
hext o me but luckfl;l T did some quick +1‘1ihkfh3
and got m?fsr.hf out of that one.

T ﬂihk.’hﬂ for next ‘Ftﬁod T should Jus+ sit
in the middle of a bunch of cute Sirls as Sooh as
T S‘hE‘F in the room.
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Then a.sn?h if T do that i+ Jus*l‘ proves that T
didn+ learn o +]nih5 from last year-

GREG WILL
YOU PLEASE
PASS THIS
NOTE TO

\

Greg is @
33’0&1".

Plus the other thing T got to think about is

that girls don't let you copy off of them, which
could be a real ?roble.m in a class like Pre A.lse{)rn.
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SPmkihs of seating, sum‘l‘hfhs +hat rﬁd“y‘ stunk
+och'y is how in home room T 3o+ stuck with some
teacher who had Rodrick in his class a few years

back.

MR. HEFFLEY
YOU'LL BE
SITTING IN THIS
CHAIR NEXT TO
MY DESK.
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The Dhly‘ good thing T can think about the first
&d.?! of school is that some of +he 4eachers are new
and so you can slide a litte.

GREG HEFFLEY
WOULD YOU
PLEASE COME TO
THE BOARD AND
DO THIS
PROBLEM?

Ah}(wn}( the teacher is almost done with the
seaﬁhs chart and T +hink T wrote ehcu_ajh in
this book to ktt? Mom off my back for ‘I‘o&d;,'.
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Wednesd a;,r , SE? +ember 8th

This morning Mom made me lend my brother
Rodrick some of m}( mahza?' so he could bu;( lunch,
which rmuy stunk. Tm still mad at Rodrick for the
trick he ?ulled on me at the hﬂihh.‘hs of the summer
so Im ranH?e not loal:?hs to do him any favors.

What hu??eha& was that on the first dn}e of
summer Vacation, he woka me up in 'H'w. mi&di& of
the thh-}‘ dressed up in his school clothes. He +old
me 1 sle?'}‘ '|‘hrou5‘h the whole summer but that
luckily T had woken up ih time for the first .:];.-.t?'
of school.
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You rviah-l' think T'm ?re-H’y dumb for -Ifnll.'hs for
+hat one ' but 1_: wds too SI"O&S?’ to kihow dh?’
better and plus Rodrick had set my clock ahead
and Pulled +the blinds shut.

So T Just got vp and got dressed and went
downstairs to fix myself some breakfast. T mustve
made 4 l)-'s racket because -H-\e next 'I'Hh& ']: knew
Pad was in Py face woh&er?hﬂ what the heck T
wds &0??\3 eu.+ih3 Chear ios at 3 a.m.
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The +Hh3 about Dad when he comes downstairs
late at hfsh'i' is that hes nlwa}(s Just wearing a
tee shirt and some boxer shorts. T dont know
which is worse, aetting y‘eﬂed at our hdwfha to see

?(our father in his underwear.

T ktt? meaning to ask him +o ?ltdSE put oh some
more clothes the next +ime he comes downstairs

but the rish*i' oPPnri'uhH‘)t never comes up.

A.,h?ma?' i+ took me a couple of minutes +o {isure
out what all was going on. When T +old Dad
Rodrick +ricked me Dad s-h::mPe& oh dowh o
Rodrick’s room in the basement and T followed

al oh 3.

T was ?rrH?f excited +o {ihqﬂy see Rodrick get

what was mmihs to him.
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But when we 50‘1‘ down there Rodrick had covered

up his tracks Pr‘z‘H}z soa& and you would never
know he had been vp +o somtﬂ‘\ihs.

Pad Jus-l‘ +hrew up his hah&s dhd went bm:l: up to
bed. So now Dad -H-moush-}‘ T was an idiot AND a

liar.

Come to think of it ever since then Dad has been
real SuSpitious around me, like T'm turning into a

bud k-cl or S::ne-l*]h.'ha.
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T put it o you +his wa... f Tm going o do

scmﬁh‘hs bad and take the heat ke T did +hat
his}ﬂ' yau better believe T'm going Yo come up with
somﬁhihs a lot more Saﬁs{?ffhs than eating a bowl

of Cheerios in the middle of +he hfﬁh‘l‘.
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'ﬂ*.urs&w, Seﬂﬂnbzr 9+h

Torlay m So-cm'l Studies T scored Prt‘H')/ bfs. The
teacher made us sit in alPhdI:e*l'.r.al order so the
way +hihss fell out T ended up riah‘l' next to
Alex Aruda who is the smartest kid in the class.

He's super Ed.S?‘ to copy off of because he nlwa;(s
finishes his tests earl},» and then just puts his
paper on the floor next 4o him while he reads a

science fiction hovel or Sﬂmtﬂ'ﬁhﬂ.

Kids whose last names start with +he zarly letters
ALWAYS end up btihs +he smartest because ‘er.?f
get called on first. Some ?taPle think thats not
trve but if yau want Yo come over o oy school T

NS

can Prc-ue it.

iz

ALEX LARRY
ARUDA ZIEGEL
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T can anlly think of one kid who broke +he last-
name rule, and thats Peter U-i'?.szr. He was the
smartest kid vntil the middle of the fifth srd.flt.
Thats when a couple of us started giving him a
hard +ime about what his initials sPeHed t\rtr}x
chance we Sr.ﬂ'.

TEACHER,
THE ANSWER
TO THAT
QUESTION

Now he doesn® raise his hand at all which makes
w:n?l for other kids o s-l'eP forward and take the
Smartest Kid title.
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T feel a litHe bad about +he whole P.U. ‘l‘l‘rihs
becavse T'm one of +the 5")’5 who started 4. But
i+'s hard not 4o take credit for i+ whenever i+

comes up.
I STARTED
THAT.

T ﬂsur&d out another son& ‘H‘\ihs about writing
+his Jourhuli when T'm famous, T can cash in on
i+ T Just have to remember +o ker:-._::- it away from
Nahhf, my li++le brother.

Tf yau have sornei'}\ihs valuable in the house,
believe me, T“"-nhh;l will find a way +to &ES'frny it.
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Back before Hnnh?' came along T remember T was
all excited about 3£++ih5 a litte brother. After

all +hose years of Rodrick ?.'tkfhe, on me L ﬁsured
it was my turn to be a litHe hf\g}\er on the totem
?Dlt.

But being a big brother didnt turn out like T
v,x?ec'ht:{ at all. Mom and Dad ?r'o'hat'l' Mdhh?l So
T cant ?fck oh him, even if he does someﬁfha to

tick me off.

Plus, he's never SG‘H’EH Punishtd for uhyﬂ-\ihe,
and believe me, hes deserved it a bunch of +imes.
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Just the other &a;{ he somehow got into my room
and vsed a bunch of magic markers +to decorate
door. T +]'l'mu5}x+ Mom and Dad would renlly let
him have i+ but as usval, T was wrong,.

-

So now T 'm stuck wnk?h3 up to this horrible
&rnw.'hs s-hn'ha at me r:"fer}( dn}(. Mom wont let

=

me ?nih+ over it or even cover it up w-"H'\ a Fosh‘.r
becavse she s:afs it mfsh‘l' hurt Muhh?(*s &d?hss.
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The ohl;t 300& ﬂ'ﬁna about getting a li+He
brother is that now, Rodrick doesnt make me sell
his s-huPu'& chocolate bars for school fundraisers any

more.

| BEFORE...]

UM... HELLO NOT

SIR... WOULD { INTERESTED!
YOU LIKE
TO HELP
SUPPORT...
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NOW...

WOOD YOU

WIKE SOME
CHOCKWITS?

HOW
PRECIOUS!

The worst 'H‘\ihs about Mahh?/ is that when he
was real litte he couldn+ prohounce "brother’ so
he started ca“ihs me WBUHJ}(". And Mom and Dad

didnt make him call me my real name even when he

COULD say i+.



3 T T T T T T

Lu:k.'lf nohe of r-7 friends have found out ‘ye-? but
T have had some rr.o.IIY close calls.

]@Y Btﬁmw@

HEY THIS ONE
SAYS ITS TO

MUST BE
A MISTAKE.
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Friday, Se ber 10+

Yesﬁ:r&d?z was the first dny of P.E. and we
started the football unit. The first thing T did
was sneak off +o the basketball courts and check
to see if the cheese was s+ill where i+ was at the
end of last school year, and sure zhaush it was,

I
<5

AN AN
'ﬂ\a-l' +’m'h3 has been siﬁir\s on the court since at
least last fall and i+ has caused a whole lot of
trovble. T+ all malc{}! and hasi?!, and ever since
it showed up, people have been +r>dh3 to avoid it.
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To agive you an idea of how ?m?lc will go out of
their wn;; o s*h:.r d.wd.?f from the che:s:, s
sitting ngh‘l' under the ahllr haaP with a net in i+
but mba&y’s Plnye& on that court for a year-

Darrell an‘hihs,ﬁ:-h +n‘??e& and fell and brushed
+he cheese with his -Fihstr last year and started

+his whole +‘nih5 called the Cheese Touch, T+5s

basically like Cooties, where if you get touched
with the Cheese Touch then yau have i+ until ?mu
pass it oh o saneba&?' else,
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The ohl?( way to Prr::d'td' }mursa:l-i: from +he Cheese
Touch was +o cross Yaur -Fihsers. But it was really
hard to remember +o kttP your {ihsers crossed all
the time, tstcinHy when whoever had the Cheese
Touch was looking for his hext victim.

So T *I'd.Pr:& my -Ifihgers +c:3t+’ntr for +he last
couPlt weeks of school, T ended vp getting a s
in handwriting but it was totally worth it.

This ore kid rnamed Abe Hall got the Cheese Touch
n APril and habo&y would even sit at the same +able
with him at lunch for +he whole rest of +he year.

This summer he moved away +o California and he
took the Cheese Touch with him. Nadob}( has
touched the cheese ever since +hen, not even with
a stick.
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&dhﬂt‘&ay; Sep‘l'zmbzr 11+h
Well +’m: first week of school is {mmll{. over so 1

can slee? late d.smh. Most kids set their alarms

and aet up tnﬂf on 5n+urclnly morning to watch
cartoons or w’.‘m-fe"u.rzr_, but not me. 'ﬂwe wa:/ T
know its time for me to crawl out of bed is when

T cant stand the taste of rwy‘ breath nhymore.

Uh'FGP‘fuhd.'ftl?l Dad wakes vp at 6:00 in the
morning ho matter what day it is and he is not
real considerate of the fact that T am +ryih5 to
en Jo;/ my Sah.rrdny.
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Other than +he Sai'ur‘&d.)r morhing Vacuuming me
and Dad get along ?rei-l}' snad. But Rodrick and
Dad is another S‘l‘ol’?l. T+ doesnt hel? +hat
Rodrick is a teenager, which is Dad’s least
favorite *17?.1 of persoh.

T +hink if there was a petition to 5}\;'? all of the
teenagers in the state to Australia or Alcatraz
or Sﬂmeﬁ'}mihs, Dad would be ‘H\E first person to
sigh it.
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And the first teenager he'd put on the boat
would be +his kid named Lenwood Heath. Lenwood
is nlwnys toilet+ papering Peo?hs’ Nouses and
5ehera.H7 stirring vp trouble in the heiahborhmd.

DAG NAB YOU
ROTTEN
TEENAGERS/

il pNGCS
"Hﬁﬁﬂﬁ

> % %

Dad has seemed a lot more relaxed ever since
Hugus-l' wheh Lenwood's dad 5}\.'??&& him off +o

some nili-hxr}e d.r.n&ntny in Fehh:ylvqhin.
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While Ilm ohn ‘H‘n‘. sub Jec‘l‘ of Sd.‘i‘ur‘c]:d.?! I should
mention some of my other aripes. First of all,
+here's hoi’h?hs oh t.v. after 1:00 pem. except
Eol-f. and bowl.’h‘ﬁ. Second of all the sun comes
rish‘l‘ -i'!'\ruuah +he slidihs slnss window and you
cdn }mrdly see what's on ‘H‘\E +.v. d.hfhfd?(. /‘{hd oh
top of that you get all swmv and stick o the
couch. T+ ?rac-ric:s“y like a r.nhs.i?rd.-:?‘ against
kids to make them g0 outside and do Somei‘hiha
besides wn-l'c}m +.v.

THATS A
GUTTER
BALL, DAVE.

\
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To&d?( after Dad woke me up T decided o Juﬁ'
sk.’P the whole +.v. +}\.'h5 ahd go over to Rawleyjs.

T krow T havent mentioned Rowlty in this
Jﬂuﬁ‘udl et even +-'r~.ou5}- he's +ec}mir.n||?' my best
-Fr.'ehd, ut -I%ere]s a Pr‘eﬂ}i 300& reason for -I‘}m-l'.

‘ROWLEV kind of ticked me off on the first &d}( of
school with s::rme-l"r.ihs he said at the end of the
Jny wheh we were Seﬁihg our stuff from our

lockers.
WANT TO COME OVER
TO MY HOUSE AMD
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T +old Rowlt?r at least a billion times +his summer
+hat now that were in middle school ?mu'r'e Su?Pase&
to say "}\nhs out’, not ”?ld}{“. But no matter how
Md.hy +imes I kick Hm in -H\e s}\.'hs w}meh !\e sd.;/s
"?h}{“ he :alwuys -Forge-l's for the next time.

Soe T guess you could say Tve been :Wc:ri&iha
'Rowley this week. Tve been -i'r?rihﬂ 1o be more
careful about "7 imse gver since +}~.is Summer w}meh
we got cnuahi' P|n>(ih3 Vikihss and Tndians in the
woods {:;,' 4 cou?le of eiahi'}\ srd.ders.

Y

?

A
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What r‘enlly burned me up about that whole
incident is how +hat avy called me a nerd. Now
I"ﬂ admit Ijm not Exdt‘Hy ‘H‘.t most macho 51.?(
arouhd in terms of wanting to do Push-uPs all the
time or whatever, so if you want to call me a
wim?, then fire. But I know one ‘l'}\&ha for sure,
and its that T am NOT a nerd.

The +rovble with nerds is that 'H‘]t;/ aive w.’mP?’
kids like me a bad name, because ?wPle end up
lumPEhs us all in the same caﬂsor'?f. When T +hink
of nerds, T think of teachers’ ?e-fs and tickle
fights and hall monitors, and that is not me.

Now Rowley cdn SPEdk for himself on the whole
"nerd” -I'Hha, but T will Just mention as a side
note that he is the ohl?' 12-?re+1r-old T know who
still has a bnb?'sH'hr.
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Rowlley moved here a cou?le years age and T kind
of took him under my wing. M?( former best friend
Ben moved +o Fis:.aﬁ-awa}z and T -Fisurecl T4
better find m?(sr.l-[: a hew friend +o ’nd.hs out with,
so here comes Rowlley s+ra.i5}ﬁ+ out of Ohio. His
mom baus’rﬁ him some book called "How to Make
Friends in New Places” and he showed vp at my
door +r>(ih3 out all these Simrr-icksr

@NDCK KNDC@

| THERMOS! )

THERMOS BE SOME Y[ ——
WAY TO TICKLE
YOUR FUNNY BC;I:J_ED




All +hat kid wouldve had 4o have done is +o have
come risH' out and told me he had a Pla}/s-i'aﬁoh
with 42 aames and i+ would have sealed the deal.

The best +hih5 about hn"fihs Rowlt}y around is
that T get a chance o use all the +ricks Rodrick
used on me that T could never get away with
pulling on Mahh}(.

DID YOU KNOW THAT
IF YOUR HAND IS
BIGGER THAN YOUR
FACE IT'S A SIGN OF
LOW INTELLIGENCE"?

ll \, WH4p,

F\__.‘

m
ra
¥
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BUT DO 1
HAVE "LOW
INTELLIGENCE™

()
:

Arother bonus about Rowlty is that he has never

siw_ah& on me, not even once. So in some ways 1.

quess you could s:sy Ke's the ?er‘{eﬁ friend.
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Sungay, S ber 12+

Tadd?( wdsS d rta"?‘ {'m& flny‘. pml Ehrlt& UP
runhing into Mr. Swann at church and Mr. Swann
was telling Dad how great Bishc-P Garrisah Hish

School is, where his son Dan goes.

Dad seemed REAL interested, which is a very bad
sigh for me. Now T'm sure B{s}wo? qurfsnh IS a
fine school and all +that except for the fact that
s ALL BOYS. Number one T want +o g0 o
Crossland Hisl‘x School where there are boys AND
girls and number 4wo T wouldnt survive +{E first
day at Bisho? Garrisah.
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Rodrick doesnt have o worry about getting sent
to B.’s}xu? Gu.rrisnh because ha 5 alrancly d Juh.’ar

at Crossland, but T had Je-ﬁh.‘-l'al?' better #Sure

d way out of -H-\.'s.

Mr. Swann went on and on about how B.’sha?
Gurn’snh makes ‘men’ out of bu?!s. And from the
way Dad ke?-}‘ |aokih3 over at me T knew T was
in trovble. T+ doesn't }-.alP that Mr. Swann has
three bo;;s who are the same ages as us He-ma?f
'l.w‘)ts , and Dad’s carpool passes -5}( their house
ever?' h.'ah-l'.
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As far as the whole "rndl'&Fhﬂ meh out of 5075" idea
goes, T +hink the Swann {:.:;75 have a ?ra-Hy
30-::4 head start.

Tve still got two years before T go to Hsh
school, and ]hoPe-Fuﬂ?l Dad will -Forge-f about B;s}\o?
Gnrn’snh b}( +hen.

But if -I‘Hhss look bad down the road T better
start work.’hs on Mom o chuhse my fate.
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Mohddxl S;gignbtr 13+h
'Tadd?f T woke up and at first T +hou3’n+ it was
still summer vacation, which is a rmﬂy bad way to

start a school dny.

The new +hih5 is that T have 4o fix M“hh}’ his
ceredl every morning while Mom gets rza&f for
work., Maniy takes his bowl and sits right in
front of the +.v. on his Plnﬁic Poﬂy.

C IS FOR COOKIE
AND COOKIE IS
FOR ME’

o)
o

T4 not like he's not potty traned but he got in
the habit of dm’hs +his when he was +wo and he
Jus+ never quH‘.
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The worst Pur-}‘ is that after he's done he &um?s
w‘nuﬂvar }-\a &.’dh'-l' gat rish-}‘ into -H\a ?o-H?(. Ahd

its niwn}(s me who has to clean i+ up-

Mom d.lwn?ts gets on me about not ;irﬁs}xihs my
breakfast, but if }(au had +o scrape a bunch of
Cheerios out of a ?n‘H?f e\:tr}( morhing T bet yau
wouldnt have ahy appetite erther.

'Tm}d?' at school we got assfsht& to thdihs
groups. T was lmkfhs forward +o {fhdihs out
which group T was goihg to get ?u-i' into because
T wanted 4o see if a b.‘s plan T hatched at the
end of last ?fzar was going to work.
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MNow, -H-w.?' dont come risl-\-r out and tell you if
you’ra ih -I'ha Bdr& group or -H-\e easy group, bu-l*
you cah -ﬁsurt it out rish'l‘ away I)?( lmkihs at the
covers of +he books -H-\ay give you.

EINSTEIN

chilh

T was ?rcﬂ?f mad to find out T got Pu+ in the
hard group +c:-:ln>f, which meant r-.?a Pl"'h failed. T
was ha?ihs to get in +he cd.s?f grouvp because Hw.?(
ohl)f have 4o read about a tenth of the stuff
+hat the kids in the hard group have to read,
and there’s a whole lot less homework.
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A+ the end of last year T did my best to muff

up ny scraah.'hs test +o make sure 'I: &.'clh*-f Se-l'
?u-i* in -I‘ha ]hur.:]; group.

FRED PICKED UP

THE "BOOK".

WHEW.
THANKS/!

Am-ﬂ-\er -ﬂ-\.'hs 'J: &-’d +o make sure I &idh"}‘ sa-l'
?u+ in the hard group was to make sure T didnt
-I'ry to hard on ny ah&-o-{--l‘ha-?/aur ass:a}z.
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’ﬂqa?' make }zou do this four page paper at the
end of the year which is another way -Hnay -F.'Sura
out how o ?lme you-

Chﬁﬂps i IﬁiﬁﬁﬁiﬂLe
A Four Page Loy iﬁﬂéxﬁ?ﬂf
Essay WELL WE SMELL A
e
©
by T
G:’E& Heff |e7‘

Chimps are rather| | \Jel} 1+ looks |
dim Creatures put like T'm j‘-‘lﬁ'" about

+hey are extremel
ISty | oo f peper 5o

T quess 4his s

THE
END.
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Tm quessing Mom s-l‘e?Pacl in and made sure T

got ?u-}‘ i -H‘\a kur& classes, because s}\a kinows
the principal of the school.

Moms nlwn}zs sn?!FhS how T'm a real smart kid but
T Just don+ Ild??l)l" nfsel-r.

You nFsh-f wohc’;er wh}a 'I_H want to Sa'l‘ ?u-}‘ in
'H']F.' ans?' classes since 'I ?ro'l.mH?( &eser‘ve to be in
'H']E hur& classes, but 'I have a Pre-H}( 300&

answer {or -I'ha-l'.

T£ there’s one -}‘HhS T learned from Rodrick , ts
to set ?eo?ler expectations real low so you end up
5ur?r.'s.'h5 a\.reryaha b?i Jus-l' &::u'hs almost hu'ﬁ\ihs
at all.
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Th fact he did somaﬂ-\ihﬂ on Fri&u;( that 'I‘o‘l‘dﬂy
?r.::\res my ?.::."n-}‘.

RODRICK I WANT YOUR
DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF
THE KITCHEN TABLE
BEFORE I GET HOME
FROM WORK.
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Ah}mn}: T guess Tm Slnd my Plah didnt work
becavse T noticed at least two of the kids in the
Bink Sn}.'s Boo group were holding their books
vpside down, and T dont think -H-mey were joking

around.
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yesda mber 144
Tﬂdd?f at lunch T got o listen to Alber+ th&‘y
5rd.3 about how his parents boug}ﬁ him a 30-inch
+.v. and a DVD Pla?'er and a bunch of other
stuff for his bedroom.

T+ rmll?t makes me mad because my whole goal +his
summer was to save up {rcr a t.v. so I c]i&h’*l' }m\rt
to hd.hs out with the rest of my 'anfly and watch
what H\E?’ want o watch all the time.

So T spent the whole summer +nkih5 care of Mr.
and Mrs. Rose’s &ag while ‘l'}we?f were onh a 1rip.
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The deal was that T had 4o go over to their
house twice a :la}/ to +take their :lc:s S4evie out,
ahd T was suPPcsu.lr to get three bucks a &d'f for
rloihs it.

The bia PraHm with Stevie is that T guess he is
+o+d.11?t s’n)/ when i+ comes to going to the
bathroom in front of strangers so T wasted a
whole lot of my Surmer s+d.h:lfh5 there waiting for
+his s+u?fd dna to Eur‘r:/ vp and 90-
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So T'd wait and wait and m+5nihs would ’MPPm,
so 14 J'US‘]' 90 home. But EVERY +4ime T came
back o the house later on Stevie had made a mess
in the kitchen, T 'Ehd"}( -[-'.‘Surt& out Stevie was
Just }woldihs i+ uhtil the coast was clear.

Th fact one dny T 4ried an experiment where T
lef+ and then came back five minutes later, and
sure tmua}w Stevie had PooPté r'ish‘l' oh the
kitchen floor.

Anrd i+s not like T didn* give the &aﬂ a chance
to go. The Roses have satellite +.v. and +ons of
Juhk food so T basfcnﬂy spent three hours a c]m?l
on Mr. Roses La—z—Bof with the air conditioner
on full blast.
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[l ’,(' ’-)1-

I
]

So +his one :la}' T ﬂ'mll?z {-rigurtd out it was a bis
hassle +o clean up +his :Josls mess every single dd.?’,
so T decided 4o Jus+ save rn)tsehc some time and

clean i+ up all a+ once.

T let +}ﬁ.ih55 ao for about a week. Then, the
night before the Roses
were su?Posec.lr to get

back T headed up +he
hill with all my cleaning

stuff.
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And wouldn+ ?fovu know i+? The Roses came home a
:iay earl?!.

-

To make a long s*h::r}( short T didnt aet Pd.-':l a
single cent, not even for the dn?‘s T did my Job
like T was SUPFQSEJ to. So }-.td.rfhs Albtr*l' Sd.h&?f
brdsafhs about his +.v. Just reminded me how T
5a+ stiffed and Pu+ me in a bad mood for +he
rest of the :lqy.
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NtdhEde?ﬁ ﬁ;g‘]‘znﬁzr 154k

You know how T said Mom is alwa?rs +d.kih5
Manh}z's side? Well +°‘l"‘}’ was some more proof of
that.

T made Mahh;/ his cereal like T alwd.fs do, but
+his +ime T accideh*]‘n“;t Pwr&d the milk in before
+he cereal. And when T ?ourt& the cereal in on
top of that, T"\nhh}( Just about lost his mind. He
made d hust racket, cr’yih.s and }ﬁouen‘hs and all
+hat, and Mom came down +to see what was going
on. So T +old her what haPchtd and T ﬁaur&d
she would Just tell Md.hh?( to pipe down and eat
his S‘h.rPi:i cereal.




3 T i T T T T

But instead she sn)ts “T wouldnt eat it either.”
And then she gives Manny a 553 hus and makes
me pour him a new bowl a{ cereal, this +ime in the

ris’n*l' order.

T guess T shouldve MPeﬁ'z& it A chle week s
ago when Manhf was at &n?!cnrt he o?em& up his
lunchbox and when he took out his sandwich he
had a fi+ because i+ was cut in two halves, not
four squares like he usua"y gets it. So the dn)tcart
PtaPle had o call Mom up at work o get her +o

come over so Mahhf would calm down.

HERE YOU GO
SWEETIE!
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ursga tember 16
Today T got totally dissed by Christine Coolidge. T
asked her f she would be oy lab parther for Science
and she told me she alrm&y had a partner.

But then later on in the class T saw her walk up
+o Bry‘ct Anderson and ask him if he would be her
lab partner. T'm not SUrPFISE& she went after
Br‘?‘tt because he is the most Pn?ular kid in our
sra&e for some-i'hihs like +hree years ruhhing. But
she didnt have to g0 and lie about i+ either.

T+ used 4o be a lot more sfrr-?h: with Sirls. ‘\r-ld.f
back in the +hird srmlr., +he deal was, if you were
+he fastest runher in your grade, you were the king.
And in my srd.&e, +that was Ronnie Jones.

ﬂ/_ﬂ’]ﬂ -
=0 :%
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anddn)rs its a lot more mmPllicﬁtd and T'm sure
kids like Ronnhie Jones are sitting arouhd
scrﬂc’niha +heir heads wahrltrihs what }NQP?EHELL

Not a::hl)r does Br‘fte Anderson get all +he girls
but he also has a bia aroup of cronies that follows
him around and Msicd.uf wars}was every word that
comes out of his mouth.

HEY DO YOU
HEAR THAT HIGH
PITCHED NOISE?

I™M JUST KIDDING
THERE'S NO HIGH
PITCHED NOISE.
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The +’nihs that rzall?r stinks is that T have
ALWAYS been into sirls, but kids like Bryct have
nhly come around +o 1ikih5 girls in +he past r.nuPh:
of :/ears. T remember how BFYCE used 4o be back

in fourth and fifth sra&t.

I DONT THINK
GIRLS ARE
STINKY POOS!

A.hd of course now L don+t 3&1‘ dh}f credit from
the girls for sticking with them for all this time.

GIRLS ARE
STINKY
POOS!

Like T said Bryct is the mos+ PoPular kid in the
seventh srd.cie so that leaves all +he rest of us
scro.mbhhs to move up the ladder.
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'ﬂw. best wd.f to {fsurt out how ?oPular )tau are s
+fo se-i' a hold of one of the Slam Books +hat srl's
assed around. Dasically theyre notebooks where

passed around. Basically they're notebooks wh
Pea?le put rnhkihss down for most ?oPuld.r bo}(;

most PoPular siri, best hair, cutest butt and all
of that.

The ?rablun with these books ‘I'houg’n is that
+5n¢}('r¢ ih regular notebooks which ohl?f have 24
lines on each page. So Pm?lz like me who don+t
make the top 24 Kave +o guess where ﬂﬁey rank.
The best T can figure right now is that T'm
somewhere around 32nd or 33rd most PaPular, but
T think Tm about to move up & rank because
Charlie Davies (who is a rmlly hice kid) gets his
braces on Tuzs&n?z
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What someone needs to do is start up a Slam
Book with one of those ftﬂm-.r legal Pmls of

papers because +’nty have samt‘l'}wfhs like 32 lines in
them so at least kids like me could get a bet+ter
picture of where 'H‘lt)/ stand. But the Prabli:m 3
+hat i+ takes a Pc—Pulu.r kid 4o start a Slam Book
and T'm sure if T started one i+ would get filled
out 5}( all nerds.

'Tc-dd.f T got a hold of a Slam Book and T was
ing to explain all +his 4o Rowlt?! on the bus
ride home, but homsﬂy sometimes with him T feel

ke its just in one ear and out the other.
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'Tnhig}ﬂ', Dad was shuwihg me the newest stuff
he added to his Civil War diorama in +he
basement, and T got o admit, its Prt‘H?r cool.

Dad’s not like the resuld.r kinds of dads you see
on t.v., sitting around wa‘l‘c’nihs football and
rlrih.kihs beer and all of that.

Ah'y free second he 5&1’5 ?mu can be sure he's down
in his workroom painting his li+He soldiers or
moVing stuff around the batHefield +r>(ih3 to

make i+ as accurate as ?c:-ssible.

V7 mr—n
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Dad would be }mP?}/ +o s?th& +he whole weekend
workihs oh his diorama, but Mom usua."?l has other
ideas. Mom likes to rent these romantic comedies,

and Dad has 4o watch +hem with her whether he

wants to or not.

A »:uu?le weeks ago when Mom rented one of these
movies Dad tried to get clever and fake out Mom.
When 51‘\& Sﬂ'l' up +o g0 +to 'ﬂ‘\e bathroom ’ Dad
stuffed a bunch of ?illuws under the blankets +o
make i+ seem like he had fallen aslee?.
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So Mom watched the rest of +he movie and didnt
ca‘h‘.}ﬁ oh +}m+ Dd.cl \Hac} ma.&t a :leca? vhtil 'H".E

MmoVie was over,

Dad was in the &-95 house for a 1oh3 +ime after
+hat one.

Another thing T should mention about Dad's
workroom is that he is REAL protective of i+. He
kee?s +he door bolted shut with one of those
combination locks, so T *\drc“?( ever eveh get to
step foot in there.
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T dont even +hink thh?( knows the diorama
exists. Tve seen Dad say some +Hh.ss to Mann
+o make sure Mahh?( kmt?s clear of that part of
the basement.

DID YOU JUST HEAR
SOME GRUNTING
NOISES COMING
FROM THE
WORKROOM?

5= gm
Rowiay came over -}‘ohigh'l‘ , and Dad gets real
E':]‘Sf when Rowl?/*s around. For some reason Dad
has i+ in his head that Rowlaf is a klutz and
that he's going to break some-l‘hihs evgry time he

comes oVer.
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Dad told me about this his’rﬁrnnrt he d.lwd.fs has
about Rawlt?! ruihing his battlefield in one kluh.?/

m\f‘t!

So every +ime Rnwlt?( comes over he gets the same
at"EE‘HhS:

THE BASEMENT
IS OFF-LIMITS.
N
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th
'Tndd.f T got out of bed Edl"l}f because the
Vacuuming +Hh3 was more than T could handle. T
watched cartoons for a while but +hen T
remembered the other reason T don+ get up earl?z
onh Snﬂr&n?ls. With Dad doing his chores all
arouhd you i+ makes you feel suil‘l?z and takes all
+he Joy out of Just l'“}”;hﬁ around &oihﬂ hoﬂ‘\ihs.

Toh-'sh'l’ Tm Soihs to s?thd +he hi‘sh'l' at
Rowlt?“s- Tts a ?rt'i‘l}r 5-'3 deal becavse T havent
sPeh‘r the hfg]h‘f over there in sume't:hfhs like a
Pﬂtnr and a half.
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The main reason T havent slr.P+ over there in so

Iahs is because Rowleyls dad rr.all?! doesnt like me.

T+ all goes back +o Sont‘l'hihs that ’nn?P:htd last
June. We were wﬁchih& Some cc-rh)t movie Rowle
Nad where there were these kids +hat +d.u31'1+
+hemselves a secre+ language that r::hl;' ‘l'}w.?l could
understand.

BEEDLE

(TRANSLATION: LET'S ALL DROP OUR
BOOKS ON THE FLOOR AT EXACTLY 2:30.)



1 T e T T T T

Me and Rowle?f ‘I'Baus}\‘l' the whole secret lnhsunst

*I'!nihs was ?rrl*i?f cool but we couldnt -Fisurt out
how to do it like +he kids in +he movie.

So we decided +o make up our owh secret ld.hsunae
and we tried it out over dinner.

YOUR-PA DAD-PA
SMELLS-PA
LIKE-PA A-PA

Well, Rowle?"s dad must have cracked our code
because +}~;e hext -H\ihs I l':htw, I wds going
home enrly.
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And that was the last +ime T was invited for a

slf.ePaver.

So T dont know wh?r Mr. Jefferson is giving me a
second chance. Either he's gotten over the whole
secret lnhsunse ﬂq?hﬁ or he's Just -Forﬂafhh w]h?l
he doesnt like me.
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The Sltt?f.‘:-"u’tf' at Rowleyis las+ hiah‘l‘ ended up
&EHS a rﬁsh‘]'mdre. 'ﬂ\e {rfrs-i' }wih*i' I }m& *H\d.*i'
-l".‘\ihss were going to go wrohg was when Rowh?!’s
mom +old us “Thats emush +.v. for the his}d'" at
1:00.

T was like, "Well, what are we SUPPGSELII +o do
now Ahd she said

YOU COULD
READ A
BOOK!

3—‘; (A
L
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So of course T thought she was joking. But right
when T was telling P\owle}z how T -i'q'xaush*i' his
mom wds Pr‘tH?f -th;y she showed up dgain with
her arms full with her arms full of books.

T realized rish‘l' then T was in for a PrcH‘?' long
hfsﬁ'ﬂ'. Since the +.v. was off limits, video games
were out, too. So T 4ried 4o think up wd.fs we
could kaeP ourselves entertained. T broke out some
board games, but Rowltf had +o take a bathroom
break Sr::-mrl".‘\ihs like every five minutes so it made

our game of Risk go on forever.
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E‘#tl‘}f time Rowlt?( came back from a bathroom
break he would run down the stairs and kick +his

ainh*l' sombrero across the room.

SEN

=
o
T

[

T+ was Fuhh?t the first ten times or so but after
a while it rgnllf started getting on my herves. So
+his ohe time when he was uPs-}'uErs T 'F'Lr'l‘ one of

his dad’s dumbells under the hat 4o see if he would
still kick i+.

And sure zhau&l\, Rowle?l comes runhing down the
stairs and 55%5 +he hat a 5{5 kick.
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Rowir,?"s dad was down the stairs in no time flat.
T dont think Rowley knew T put +he dumbell
under +he hat, but wle?e’s dad seemed pretty

SUS?Edous .

Ahywaf T guess he didn't have ehousl'x hard
evidence or he would have sent me home rfsh‘f
then. T felt a li+tle bit bad about doing what T
did, but if you think about it, if Rowley's parents
hadnt make us turn off the t.v., this never would
have hﬂP?me&.
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A+ 9:00 Rowltyﬂs mom came dowh o say it was
'rll'sh'fs out’. T T wouldve known Rowle?(*s
bedtime on weekends was 9:00, believe me, T

never would have come over.

And then T found out another USI?‘ surprise:
there was no guest bed, so T had 4o slet? in the
same bed with Rowli:?'." T +ried +o |n?' as far away
from 'Rowle?' as Possfble, but it was .'m?ossiblt to
get fo slee? with half of my {:ad;t hnhsfhg off
+he bed.
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Rowlay fell nslea? ri&h‘f dway but it mustve taken
me two hours. But rfahi' when T f.'hulll?' started
to drift off Rowl»::?' lets out this scream which
scared me so bad T droﬂ:t& ris}rr out of the bed
and onto the hardwood floor.

Rowley's Purah‘l‘s came runhing in and Rowle

starts bubbl?hﬂ all of this incoherent Siﬁbeﬁs}\.

T+ turns out he had a hiﬂh‘l‘mura that a chicken

was h.‘dihs underneath him and that's what made

him ?(a" ovt. But T +think Rowh?' was so out of it
he didnt ranll?' realize it was Just a dream.
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So Rowle?"s parents took him into their room and
spent +he next twenty minutes tu|m|'h3 him down
and -hllihs him it was Jus+ a dream and how there

reull?' was ho chicken.

Mah, if T woke my Dad vp with some hohsense
about a chicken you better believe he wouldn't be
aiving me a I:a.'s vg and 'I‘Ell.iha me wer?"l'hfhs was
0.K. But that Just goes to show how different
my parents are from Rawla?ﬂ‘s.
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And T Just wanted to make a note that ho{?ot{y
seemed all that concerned that T took a three-
foot fall onto the floor, even ﬁnu\g}x that
huP?ehtd for real and not jusi‘ in Some S'h.aFf&

dream.

T +hink Rawli:?' spent +he h.'ah-f in his ?nrr,h-lrs'
bed, which was Ju5+ fine b}( me, becavse without
Rowlla?' ahd his n-'gi‘rfnnras T was F.'hnlly able +o
get some slee?.

But the second T woke up +his morhfhs T came
home and Puure& mysdf 4 b.’a bowl of Juhk cereal
and did my best to fore,a-? about the whole

ExPar.'ahta.
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M

T couldn*t wait for school to be over with +a&a?f
so T could 9o home and Pld.?z Twisted Wizard, a
video game Tve been Pla}dhs for five &a}(s s+rni3h+.

The ohlPI Proﬂzn with Twisted Wizard is that you
cant save ?u:uur progress, so ?u:w have o jus+ leave
it on all the +ime. So imagine how T fel+ ‘h:-dny
when T realized T got home about five seconds
too late.

GREG MUST HAVE

ACCIDENTALLY
LEFT THIS ON...
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Believe me, from now on T am going to put a
piece of black tape over +he power ||'5h+ so it
never huP?ehS nso..'h.

T don't krow if Tve mentioned i+ before, but T
am SUPER son& at video games. T dont know
dnyone wi‘m 1.'1&5 beat as muh}f games as me, and
The got all my victories on Video tape to prove it.

Um“or-luhn-h.l?( Dad does rot Exm:‘H?( appreciate n?'
video game skills. He is nlwnys getting on me about
50[#‘\3 outside and daiha snms:'ﬂnihs "active .

So -hadn)r T +ried +o t}t?lnfh 4o him +hat with
video games, ?(ou cdh ?14?( sports like football and
soccer and fe;-u dont even have +o aet all hot and

swan-l'ly .
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. .
W
=

But as uvsval, Dad didn+ aet mf losic. He's a

Prr.H'?t Smart 5”}’ n Seheral but when i+ comes +o

common sense sometimes 1 wonder about him.

Ah}twny‘s thats how T found n;yszl-F shut out of
+he house this afternoon.
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T'm sure Dad would dismantle my video game
S?(S+Em if he could 'Fl'aut’ e out how to. But luckil
+he ?mPle who make these +"Pn'h55 make +hem
?dr‘eh-i'-?rm{.

DAG NAB
THESE FANCY

So like T said, T was shut out of +he house
lmkihs for some way +o entertain n;/:el-F.

What T nlwa)rs do when Dad makes me g outside
is T Just go over o Collin's house.
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T'm not a huse fan of Collin's but he has two
‘I‘Ihihss going for Kim. Orne, he doesnt mind
wnhhihﬂ me ?ln?' his video aames, and two, his
dad has every SPider‘ Man comic book since 1968.

ARE WE BEST
FRIENDS
FOREVER?

WHATEVER
YOU SAY,

T would go over to Rowlz}(ls house +o Pla?' video
games but he nlwn;(s want to “take turns’ which
reqll?e breaks my concentration.
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Plus Rowley doesnt understand that if he Pla},rs
using my mEmt‘?’ card it will r‘e:slly Screw up my stats.

The other -I'}-\Ehs about Rowley is that he's not a
Serious gamer like me. HE,S 3°+ ‘H‘.ES ohe r‘d.ths
game called Formula One P\dcihs. Tf you ever want
1o beat Hm in i+, Jus+ name },’nur car Sc:rmrl‘hiha
s-ru?i& and watch what th?ehs.

BAD

FART AAHAHAHA /
FIHE;FID!

So +ad:ay T Ph}(td Twisted Wizard over at Collin's

until i+ was time to come home for dinner.
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On my way up the hill T made sure o JUF‘I'F
‘|‘Ihr‘au5}~. the ‘T}wn?sm’s S?r‘ihHEF to make it look
like T was all hot and sweni'y and then T timed
my entrance ?er‘fec-l'l?a.

—— 1\ WHEW/

.

So my trick worked on Dad but it kind of
backfired with Mom because when she saw me , she

made me take a shower before dinner.
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Dad must have been Preﬂ'}( Praud of himself for
his idea to kick me out of the house ?!tsi'cr:la}z,
because he did it d.sd.fh +c:-rla}(.

T was ac+ua.117 going to go outside ahfwn?t because
Rowley had gotten +his hew model rocket we
wanted +o +r‘?l out. So we went down +o the school
and set it off. But the wind carried it all the wa
+o the woods at the end of the football field.

T dont krow if T ever mentioned it be-lfore, but
there’s a Bull?l who hangs
out in those woods named
Herbie Reamer. Kids like
me ahd Rowltf S‘hay as
far away from those

woods as possi ble.
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T+5 a real ?H?u ‘oo, becavse like T said, it was
d bruh& ~hew rocket.

“&J
WANNA \]\%ﬂ
JUST GO
HOME? @

=

T have no idea how old Herbie Reamer is or where
he lives. T guess its ?oss-'blna +hat he lives r.'ah'f
there in the woods like a wild animal. All T know
is that he's been around lohs ehoush +hat ke
terrorized Rodrick and his friends when -Hwtf were
in_my grade.
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The thing that stinks is that Herbie Reamer’s
woods are r-'s}u'l‘ between m?r house and the school.
So if we could cut 'I'Braugh the woods it would save
vs something like twenty minutes of walking.

T was telling Dad all about Herbie Reamer the
other &n?e. Dad told me about the 51.:117 from when

he was growing vp, Sam Sharman.

Dad said Sam Sharman did +his ?ihd\ where he
grabbed your skin and twisted it around two
+imes.
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Dad told me the way all the heiﬂhbar}wod kids
dealt with Sam Sharman was that -H-my banded
'l‘og&‘l‘har and told the principal on him. Dad said
Sam cried, and that he never did the Sam
Sharman ?.'h-:h again. And now he's an air
mh&."l‘.'oher rePu.'rmah and aP?arehH}a now ha’s d

renll;( hice 3vy-

Well, from the sound of Sam Sharman, he wouldnt
last two secohc]gs usa.?hs-}‘ Herb.’e Reamer. But I
d;&h’-l‘ want to Bur-]' Dnd’s -Feal.'hﬂs so 'J: Jus-}‘ +ried
to act .'m?rassa& {)}( his s-l‘or}'.

After we lost the rocket we went vp to P\owley*s
to ?14? cards. But T lost track of the time and
T was late for dinner at my house. So on my way
down the hill T tried 4o think of a Soo& excuse to
get me out of trouble with Mom.
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Mom was Pre'H?' hot at me for be-’hs late, just

like T ex?ec-l'a&. So T +old her that the clock in
Rowley's kitchen must be wrong, and that T
'I‘:.'mu‘ﬂ{:'l‘ I Was r.'sh'l‘ oh time.

And do you know what Mom did? She called
Rowlafs mom and mush-}‘ me red handed.

HELLO MRS. JEFFERSON
CAN YOU TELL ME WHAT
TIME IT SAYS ON YOUR
KITCHEN CLOCK?
T L @
D
-
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So Mom was really mad that T lied. But as far as
i:e.'hs +ri¢1:>( goes, Mom shouldnt blame me, because

T learned a\rer;/-}‘hihs T know from her.

'I remember -H-\.'s one time when I was in 'ﬂwa
second Srnde and Mom couldn't get me to brush
my +eeth. So she made this Pre-l‘ehcl call o the
dentist and T 'I‘c--]'all}z fell for it.

HELLO, DR. STEVENS? DO
YOU HAVE DENTURES FOR
LITTLE BOYS? OH, ONLY
WOODEN ONES? WELL, I
GUESS THAT WILL HAVE
TO DO, THEN.




13 T i T T T T

Th fact, that's when T started brus}-\;hﬂ y
-I‘ee-ﬂ'\ five times a &d}.’.

Mom said she was going o think about what
?uh.isl-\meh-i‘ should be for 'I‘eu-'hs a lie, and sha?
let me know as soon as she came up with sorwl‘h?ha
+hat fit the “crime’.

See, that's the difference between Mom and Dad.
Dad is pretty simple. Tf you mess up in front of
him, he just throws whatever is in his hand at

ou.
! GOOD TIME TO MESS UP:
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BAD TIME TO MESS UP:

Fa
LY )
But Mom's a lot more crﬁ{‘fy with her Puhishmn-fs.
She thinks about i+ for a few dnfs, and the

waiting ends vp beihs Jus-f about as bad as the
?uhis!.'meh'l'.

Th the meantime you end up &n?hs all these nice
'H‘\ihss haPFh‘s Rl get }mu off easier.
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I JUST DUSTED

HOW
THE DIMNING
ROOM FOR THE /| THOUGHTFUL

HECK OF IT/

b

But then after a few &n?(s, Just when YOU
for SE‘I' about ‘I'}\P. Puhishrﬂthi' that's r.r:rmihs, +}m+’s
when she Se-l's ?mu.

ARE YOU
HAVING FUN?

OF YOu/

-

——

GAMES FOR
A WEEK!
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The nhly‘ sm& ‘l"nihs about Moms ?uhis}wmrﬁ's 1S
that she's PTE‘H?’ soft. So if you Just |q>( low for
a while you can ?rr.‘H?' much alwa?rs get out of the
?uhis!.‘meh‘i' mrlf.

HAVE YOU
LEARNED YOUR

¥

Ah?(wu?( , that's what T'm counting oh while T
wait for +his Pun.’siﬁrnth'l' +to 5&1’ handed down.
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Well, now Tve gone and done it. Remember how
T sad ?FES'fEF:ld?( +hat while )fau}re waiting for
Mom to hand down her Puhishrm:h‘l' you end up
:ioihs all +his sao& stuff to make her chahse her
mind? T+ was that kind of thinking that got me

in this extra +rovble T'm in now.

'Ta&df after school T ﬂxous’.ﬁ maybz f T washed
Mom's car before she got home, she mn55n+ 9o easy
on me with the Puh:S}ﬁrﬂth‘f +’.‘uh3 So that's what
T did, but T made +he mistake of using Brillo +o
rub of f all +he Buss and tar spots. So T was in

for the surprise of my life when T rinsed +he car
off.
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T TOTALLY ruined the paint job. T thought
about J'US‘]' Jth?lihs e‘-rtr?lﬂ-.ihs when Mom asked me
how her car aot scratched vps but Md.hh}r’ was
+here +o see e\rtry‘f’nihs.

Mdhh}( has been felling on me since he could +alk.

Thn fact, he has 4old on me for stuff T did
BEFORE he could +alk. One +ime when T was
efshh T broke +he sh:lfhs alass door, but Mom
and Dad couldnt peg it on me. But Mdhn?f was
there +o withess i+ and he Squtaled oh me three
years later.
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So after Mahh?‘ started +all:fh3, T had 4o start
worryihs about all +he bad +Hhss he saw me do

when he was real small.

SQUIRT
SQUIRT

T used +o be a tattle tale n)'sd-lf vntil T learned
my lesson. This one +ime T +old on Rodrick for
sn;yihs a bad word. Mom asked me which word he
said, so T stlltd it out. And it was a lahs ohe,
+oo. Not ohl‘)' did Rodrick get away scot free but
T got Puhisl'\e& for kmmhs how +o spell a bad

word. m

& ¥

N
S
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Like T said, T knew T couldnt +alk Mann;/ out
of +e||||ihs oh me for using the Brillo on the car, so
T decided +o +r7 a trick Tve been saving up for
a situation like +his.

T ?nc_kz& up a bd.s and made it seem like T was

5afh3 +o have run m-.rn}( from home rather +han
face Mom and Dad for what T did.

GOODBYE,
OH HOUSE.
GOODBYE,
GOODBYE,
GOODBYE.
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T so+ to sf\re Rodrick credit for +his one. He
vsed to Pull i+ on me when he did sc:-me-i".'xihs bad
and he knew T was going to +ell on him.

He'd basicnuf Just walk outside and then come
home five minutes later, but b?z that time T was

in Pfaces and couldn® even remember +he bad +’nins
+hat he did.

So T lef+ +he house and waited five minutes and
then came back inside. T was tx?t:tﬁhs to find
Mnhh?' in the fo?'ar ba.wlihg like a bnﬁf but he

wasnt there at all.
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T went around the house |on1:fh3 for him, and T
started +to get rea.ll?z hervous becavse Tm not
su?Pnsed to leave Mnhh?( alone.

But T found him in the kitchen, and guess what?
He was ’.‘ml-Fwny finished with my aant Hers}w.?"s

Kiss Tve been saving since the summer.
—

".. SMACK E

SMACK

So +Hh35 turned from bad +o worse.

When Mom got home T u:-h.mll?' sPillt& the beans
to her about the car as fast as T could.
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T was bnsimll}( ﬁyihs ‘o kth Mdhh?( quiet about
how T lef+ +he house, which would have gotten me

in a lot more trouble than rufhihs her car.

Mom Just listened with a frown on her face and
then told me we'd have +o wait until Dad aot
home +o see what he +}xw3h+ about what T did.

T ffsurtri she mis’rﬁ do that. So T ?ullz&
another trick T learned from Rodrick: T invited
Gramma over for dinner. T -ﬁsur&d hoﬂ'ﬁhs ‘oo
bad could haP?th if she was around, and T knew
T could use ahy protection T could aet.

WELL,
ARENT YOU
A DEARS



3 T T T T T

So at 6:00 on the dot Dad came home, and of
course hes ih a sre:\*l' mood for some reason. 'ﬂwd'
nlways }mPPths to me when Tm in wait-for-Dad-
+o—5e+—}'mmt kind of trouble. T+ stinks because
}yau know he's Just gohna be +hat much madder
when he finds out what ?tau did.

Mom keP-f quiet because Gramma was around, so at
least +hat part of my ?Idh worked out. After
dinner T just snuck vp to my room as ciuit‘H},' as
I could. I H‘.i‘nk Mom is ‘i'euiha Dad about H‘\t

car r‘ish-f how because its real c{uiei' downstairs.
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Rodrick hasnt made me feel any better about this
whole +Hhs. Whenever T'm in trouble he tells me
mentions to me how Lm Probabl‘y Snihs to st*l'

“The Bel+",

As far as T krow Dad doesnt believe in that

kind of Puhishneh-l', but Rodrick nlwn?!s seems to
+}1Qhk Dad is Stha +o make an tﬁtt?ﬁoh for me.

I \Hd\re done Hy best +o make sure Dad reads
articles from parenting magazines from time to
time o let him know that kind of thing doesnt
-ﬂy +hese &a;,'s.
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T Juﬁ' cwt those articles out and SH? +hem into
w!\d.-re'u'er book }me’s rea&iha at ﬂ\t +ime.

T +hink T hear Dad hea&ihs up the stairs now.

T£ these are the last words T ever write, then
T leave all my comic books and action -ﬁaures +o

'Rowlley. And ?lmse throw the other half of my
Hars}me?rjs Kiss away S0 I"'ldhhy doesn't get it
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Well, T lived to see another &ay. Las+ his’;ﬂ'
when Dad knocked on my door, T Puked
+5nrau5h the crack and saw that he wasn't
wedring the Belt, so T let him in.

Dad wasnt even all that mad, ms*l'l?i because i+
washt his car that got scrwpz& up- So he Just
told me not to use Brillo to clean a car again and
+hat was that.

Mom was anhother s+or'>(. Her Puhis}nmehﬁ' for
ruining her car was that T have to clean the

whole basement.

And she said if she catches me l)rihs again shell
take awd.?t r-y video games for smd. So T better
be PrrH}l honest from now on.
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So now that all +hat stuff was behind me, T
could switeh my focus back +o school.

\we Just got our firs+ b.‘s assighmeht in Ehslfsh,
which is +o do a book report. Tve been rr-ilkihs
+he same book for the Pd.s-i' five ymrs:
E.hc;/dc:-?tdin Brown Does i+ Asnih. There are
about 12 short stories in there, but T d.lwd.fs
Just treat one short s+or?z like i+s +he whole book
ahd the teacher never notices.

Ard +o siw: }mu an idea of how short each S‘h::r}(
is, T can finish ohe in about three and a half
minutes without really trying.
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These Ehc?tdoi:e&in Brown stories are d.lw.?ts +he
same. T+s alwa?fs about how Sar'n:br::-r.l:)' commits
some lame crime like stealing a fish and then
Eht;/clcr?tclia -ﬁsures out who did it and makes
+hem look s+uPirL

YOUR MISTAKE,
MR. BEASLEY, WAS
THAT YOU FAILED
TO PROPERLY
CONVERT METERS
TO YARDS!

T kave to sa}( that no matter how hard T +r}h

T have NEVER i'risurtrl out one of these stories
before the end. So T guess T'm not as Brnih?z as

E.hc?’clo?ed id.
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T'm kind of an :u?er*l' at wrF‘l'Fhs +hese book
reports b;/ now So 1. know how to write Exd.c'H?(

what a teacher wants +o hear.

|

Man, that E..hcyr.ln?bdid.
is 50 smart and L bet
+s cause h‘ﬂ: reads so

many books.
o
o

”

There were a bunch of _-1
hard words in this book
but T looked +them up in
+he dic'ﬁahnry €0 ow 1.

khow 'H'“lr'h
N, 4
- M F]
‘6‘(& (# Q e 7

2
?"Maegd_,

So for me, book r'e?oﬁs are ho sSweat.
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T forsai' +o mention that this afternoon T ook
care of part one of Moms Puhis}wmh‘l'.

MOM SAYS WE
HAVE TO CLEAN
THE WHOLE
BASEMENT.

Now Thve Just got o kteP m;( nose clean for a
while and Tl be off the hook.
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So far its been about 35 hours and Tve kqﬁ my
promise to Mom about +he whole "hahtsi‘){" +\‘-.ih5.
T+ rE.d“?‘ hasnt been as bad as T +thought and in
fact i+ has been kind of liﬁerdﬁhs.

Tve been in a r.au?h: situations already where Tve
been a lot more truthful than T would have been
Just a dny or two age. Like +a&a?f, when Max
Smtdle}( started telling me his bia plans.

THINK AGAIN, MAX/!
NEITHER ONE OF YOUR
PARENTS IS TALLER
THAN 5-FOOT-4, AND
YOURE THE ONLY 150-
POUND SIX-YEAR-OLD
IVE EVER SEEN/

WHEN I GROW
UP T™M GONNA
BE A PRO
BASKETBALL
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I CANNOT

THAT 1S, IF

NEXT YEAR I YOU'RE
WANT A AROUND
CHOCOLATE NEXT YEAR/

CAKE.
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HEY, I™M JUST
TRYING TO BE
HONEST

But most FEO‘FIE dont seem to r‘enll?r appreciate
a persoh as hahesﬁ' as me. Let's Jus+ Sd.?( I cant

understood how Gmrse Nushihai-ah ever got
elected ?r‘esE&eh-l'.

T'm actually lookina forward to +omorrow because
Y 3

there are a r.cruPlt of teachers who could use a
Smd dose of ‘I‘Fui‘h{ulhtss.
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T +hink +he ’nnhts‘iy promise has been cancelled,
and hot f:-?l me, but b?! Mom. Ta&a.?l T answered
+he Phc-ht and it was Mrs. Gretchen from the
PTA, and she wanted +o +alk +o Mom. But Mom
sighaled to me that T should fell Mrs. Gretchen
+hat she wasnt home. T didnt know if i+ was 4
trick or what, but T knew that T wasnt going
to go and break my ’nahtﬁ?' streak over a ‘l'}\fhs
like +his. So T made Mom ae outside on the front
Pc:-rt.h before T would Say a word 4o Mrs.
Gretchen.

MY MOTHER IS
NOT INSIDE THE
HOUSE RIGHT
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Mom didnt come r.'a’rﬁ out and sn?ﬂ +he ]hants-iy
deal is off, but she didn+ s?ank to me for the

rest of the h.'a,h'h so 1 figura T can Jus*f 90
back +o how 'J: was before.

The ohl?r other ‘H‘\fhs +hat }xu.??enad +ada.7 +hat's
wor+h mentioning s +hat Rodrick broke his own
Sa.'l’urdd.?’ sleeping record. At 3:30 Dad said
i:houg}x i5 Emusi'\ and made Rodrick get out of his
bed in the basement.

But Rodrick j“5+ took all his Sltt?fhs gear
upstairs and ?lo??tcl li‘x-m.'ir:hf oh the couch until i+

was time {ar &-hher
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E ver since Mom dnhalt& the idea of +akih3 away
m?l video games, Tve been +r7£h5 to be on r'-?l best
behavior. So you wouldnt think T could get in
trouble in the fifteen minutes i+ +akes 4o drive +o
church, but that's zmcﬂ?z what T did.

T was +l’}f|'hs to have some fun with Md.hh?' b?l
ma.kfhs {uhhy faces at him in the back seat of the
car. But when T {-'fhd.uf got a lausbn out of him,
he spit his Juice all over the car seat.

BWAH
HAH HAH/

~ | \
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'ﬂm'l‘ JUS"‘ mac]ge Mdhh}! iaus-}u extra hard. But
+hen the next +Hh3 you know Mom says

HE COULD
HAVE CHOKED
TO DEATH!

Well, T guess +hat +}wau‘5h+ was just too much for
Mdhh?' to take. All T know is that the rest of
‘H‘\t ride was ?r'rH?' miserable for ever‘?'oha.

-

So ;{au cdhn See haw I cah go from be.ihs +}1F. hero
to the goat in ho time flat
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A+ church my old best friend Pen was sitting up
front with his -Fum1>.'. Mom doesnt let us sit too close
+o Ben’s -an“l?I becavse me and Ben used to nlwuys
3#.-!' ihto 3‘-351"' {its whah we*& st hedr adu:h a-ﬂ-\er.

Our b.’s routine was that at +he part in chureh

where 70qu& SUP?ased to sa?( "Peace be with }eou"
and shake hands, we'd say "Peas be with ;;e:-u" (like
+he vase-l'nble}.

PEAS BE
WITH YOU.

HEE HEE
HEE! //

=
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Mom said if we didnt S'l‘OP laus}ﬁhﬂ in church, she

was going to separate us. So we behaved ourselves

for a while.

But +his one SUhdn}( duri‘ns the "Peace be with

70!.-“ part, Ben nc-}‘ually handed me a muFla of

dried up peas he had been mrr}(ihﬂ in his Pucke-l',
and we both -I'o-l'u117 lost it.

Mom ke?-l‘ 30@4 on her From.‘se, because we hu\rah*-i*
even sat on 'H‘\E same side of -H-\e church as Ben
since -I‘}m'l‘ clay.

On the way home from church we ?asse& l);/ the
Smedlays who were out in their front yar&. There
are about six bo?’s in that 'lfnmﬂ)r but it's hard +o
+ell any of them apart.
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The Srna&leys* bi3 dream in life is to win the Srah&
?rEze on America’s Funniest Home Videos ; So they're

nlwa?ls +r>(ih3 to S'|‘u5e some kind of accident.

I WASNT
TAPING YET!

T bet for t\rtr‘y ten times ?lou see d 5"7 3e+ hit in
the groin with a Ey:-H'r ball on that show, nine of
them are sent in b?e families like +he Smedleys Just
S‘i‘f‘}ﬁhﬂ +o make a buck.
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M

'Tndd.f at school T was 1mkih5 at the inside cover
of m?! Pre—d.lsebrd. book and T saw +hat i+ used 4o
belohs +o J;mm;/ J'ur'}(, who is the most ?oPuldr kid
in the 8+h srddz. T {fsure:l T misl‘ﬂ' be able +o
translate this into some pretty big popularity
points of "'f own, but the Prablm was that
"T'm"}” Jur}.l didnt write his name nh;yw}wtrt onh +the
outside of the book. So T ook care of that detall

on F'Ir owh.
L]

. f. Uh{or‘hhuﬁly T also got
_ @aﬁ ~ Brian Gleesons science book
P = 5o +h.'h35 sort of evened out.

f

HEY YOU GOT
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Th P’n)rs Ed +n&n?z a couple girls caused a stir
when +}w=?1 Fr‘esehﬂd a petition to Mr.
Underwood, the 3}”" teacher.

The wd.?( Hw.?r 3°+ the idea of wr‘i‘i'iha a Peh'ﬁoh
was becauvse in His-l'or?', were sﬂ&;,dhs Martin
Luther who is a avy who wrote a list of demands
and ?os+e& -I'}\em oh d »:}wr'c}\ door.

So the girls got it in their heads that i+ was
unfair that ﬂw.}a had +o do sirl Push-u?s while the
51..'75 5E+ to do bu?r ?us}m-uPs, and ‘1‘}\&7 all Sishtd
their names o a list +o protest.
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TF T was them, T wouldnt cum?lth. Girl Pus‘h-
ups are about ten +imes easier than {'m?a Pus‘h—u?s.

With Sirl Push—uPs, you aet to keeP ?'cur knees on
+he arauhfl, S0 you uhly have 4o work half as hard.

So T +think Mr. Underwood sa..rrPr.'se& them when he
said sure, Plau sFrls can go ahead and do {w?e Pus},-

U?S.

T think the sirls were ex?ac-ﬁhs a lot I)isser
-F-'S}rh and now T know at least half of them wish
-I'%ey could take that petition back.

]

-
[ o2 (=% L= ]
RS %‘1
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T kind of got Eh.strtrl b}( +he whole i:?fsn&t and T

started to Pu+ +ase+1'mr a Pe+f+iah Sd}(;hﬂ we bo}/s
wanted 1o be allowed to do sirll Push—u?s.

But when T saw the group of auys who was
interested in sighing it T decided 4o Jus*]' bna it.
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Tahig}ﬂ' wds d PrtH?r Bis deal for me because it
was the start of +he new +.v. season. T have had
+o watch five months of reruns so you can Probnﬂ}(
understand that T was fired vp to {im“y see
sar'rt‘l'}wfhs new.

Dad put T“"unh.h;y to bed and Mom made popeorn
and T was all set for some serious television
wahbnihs. But five minutes into the first show

Mahh}' makes an appearance in +he -Ifarr-ﬂ;/ room.

But instead of putting Manhy right back +o bed
Mom let him s+d.;,' up and watch +.v. with us.
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And here’s the kicker: Mom made me c’nnhat +he
channel becavse on the show T was waﬂhihs +he
kids had o Ir&iSFESPEC‘]"FUIl attitude’ towards the
adults, and she didnt want Mdhh}’ EﬂPﬂSE& to
that sort of thing.

CaP shows were out, ‘oo, because of the violence.
So guess what? Mom made me turn +o the cartoon
chanhel, which is exactly what Md.hh?( was

wah:’nihs BEFORE he went to bed.

Man, T was steamed. When T was a kid, there
wash + dh?l of +his se-H'Jhs out of bed and cawﬁhs
back downstairs stuff.

T +think T did 4 once or 4wice, but Dad Pu+ a
stop o it real quick.
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T think Dad cavght on that Shel Siverstein kind
of freaked me out. Because the first hisl‘ﬂ' after
T ?ullz& the kind of ﬂ‘u'hs Md.hn?f Pu“e& +ahi5}w+_,
Dad read me some poems from "A Lis’rﬁ' in the
Attic" and then said:

IF YOU GET UP AGAIN
TONIGHT I WONDER IF
YOULL RUN INTO
SHEL SILVERSTEIN IN
THE HALLWAY?

Well, Dad renlly had my number with +that +rick.
T never so-f up nsd.ih, hot even to go +o the
bathroom. T would rather have wet the bed +han
to find that 9vy cree?fhs around uPerqirs.
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Nedhesdapr , SE?-I'enber 29+h

Last hE3h+ Muhh;,’ -ﬁ'hnll?’ went to bed and T
-FFhuu)r Sa'f to watch some of 'H'\E hew Shows. But
The got to say, i+ wasnt worth the wait.

All the new sitcoms are the same. 'ﬂ-xe?' bus.’mlly
take one lame Jcka and then drive it into the
Srouhd for the next 30 minutes. T wanted to see
i T could write a better show than these clowns
who are mnkihs thousands of dollars, so at lunch
'}‘ocln}z T gave it a shot.

ra My
CTFETIAL

JEROME

THE MAN WITH
INCREDIBLY RED LIPS
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YOU'RE Y
FIRED/

EPISODE 1: JEROME AT THE GYM

HEY WE DONT
LIKE THAT
KIND OF THING
IN HERE
LIPSTICK BOY.

I™M NOT WEARING
LIPSTICK THIS IS
ACTUALLY THE
NATURAL SHADE
OF MY LIPS.

EPISODE 2: DINNER AT THE BOSS'S HOUSE

DINNER IS SERV...
HEY JEROME HAVE
YOU BEEN KISSING
MY WIFE?

THIS IS NOT
LIPSTICK I
JUST HAVE
INCREDIBLY

RED LIPS/
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EPISODE 3: ROOMMATE RAGE

WHEN I FIND OUT WHO
DRANK ALL MY CHERRY
KOOL-AID I™M GONNA
KILL HIM/
05 @

;
LA AN
AENETEEY

-
-

L

T showed my :{rﬁwihss +o Mom and she surFrisr,d
me {‘»?r 5&&}13 rea.H?' interested. She told me +hat if
T re:nll?« wanted to write a +.v. show T had to
come up with a whole plot with a besihhihg and
end. T think she was Just ]hﬂP??' T was shoths
an interest in snnﬂ‘l'}xihs other than a video game

'FG'I" once.
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T+ seems like e\rary hew show that comes out
howr.t&uys is about some &a& who does or Sa}as
something ren“;; ignorant at the beginning of the
show but then 57' the end of the show he comes
around nhd realizes ha was be-’hS da h.'hmm?ao?. Se
+he next show T wrote (called "Wise U? , Mr.
Lackarmnh") is base& on that k-’h& of J&en.

BEGINNING OF SHOW:

I DONT KNOW MUCH,
BUT I KNOW ONE THING,
AND THAT IS THAT
ESKIMOS ARE SOME
CRUMMY PEOPLE.
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THEN... AND ALL OF A SUDDEN...

I THINK I
WILL TAKE

AND THEN...

MR. LOCKERMAN YOU WOULD
HAVE DROWNED BUT LUCKILY
TOBUK HERE WAS PADDLING
BY IN HIS KAYAK AND SAVED
YOUR LIFE.
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AND FINALLY...

BEFORE, I SAID THAT ESKIMOS
ARE SOME CRUMMY PEOPLE.
NOW I CAN SEE THAT

ESKIMOS ARENT CRUMMY

PEOPLE AFTER ALL.

T showed +his script o Mom when T was done.
To be honest with you, T dont think she really
approves of n}( 171:& of humor but she is Prtﬂ‘)t
excited o see me workihs on this stuff. USUd."?!
when Mom gets too enthusiastic about samt+hihs
Tm daihs, that's my sishd.l +o back off. But Mom
said she's going o +r?l to get a hold of a video
camera from work to let me put some of my ideas
on film. So T guess T can deal with it for now.



3 T T T T T

’ﬂ-\urs&u.f , Sa?ﬁmbar 30+h

Last night T was so excited about getting my
hands on a Video camera, T couldnt slaaP. Se
'}‘ocln;; in school T faked like T was sick in gym so

T could write down my idea for a movie.

Mom was able to get a camera from work. So T
finished up the scr.'?-}‘ and broush-}‘ it up to
P\owle‘)fs house to show him. T +hink i+'s my bes+
stuff ?'a'h and that's sa}e.'hg somi‘h?hﬂ.

The Boy |
firose
+l$r?|ésyhc'5

a DOG
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GET OFF THE
COUCH YOU
buMB DOG!

DONT

OOH.. LOOK,
HOW HE'S
STANDING UP
ON HIS HIND
LEGS!

GROWL AT
ME MUTT!
HOW
y lf DAG IT I
PRECIOUS:! AM A
HUMAN

I'™M NOT A
DOG I'™M A
PERSON/

BEING/

A

[y
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AUNTIE

LINDA IS
YOUR DOGGIE
PREGNANT?

NO I JUST
HAVE A
SLIGHT
WEIGHT

PROBLEM. AND

PLUS I'™M NOT

EVEN A DOG.

WERE GOING TO PUT
YOU IN THE KENNEL
WHILE WE'RE AT
DISNEY WORLD.

BUT I WANT
TO GO WITH
YOU GUYS!
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CREDITS:

| STORY BY: Greg Hefley
SCREENPLAY: Gres Hef-ﬂ:}f

DIRECTOR: Greg Htf-ﬂe};
DOG-BOY: Rowl:?' Jefferson

-

Well, ROW‘EY‘S reaction wasn+ quite what T was
hﬂ?ih& for.

Youd think Rowley would be srnﬁ{:ul that T was

spihs to make Hm 4 {:ES Star. Ahf.lt of course I aa-i‘
ho thanks for writing Juic;; roles for his parents.
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Fr.’clm,r, October 1st

Taclay after school T walked vp to Rowle s house
+o s}maw hrm some rewrites I &d for ”ﬂwa
]{awley

Whose .Fﬂurl'lrl?’ ﬂoush-}‘ He Was o Dog. But

wouldnt answer the door.

T started to head home and then all of the

sudden Mom Pu“s vp d.lohs side me with Mackie
Cremrey in the back seat of the car.

TIME FOR
SOCCERY/
“h,

Oh, man, T COMPLETELY -F::-rﬂo'l‘ about soccer.
Dad makes me do it e\rery year so T'm “well rounded”.
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So T quess The got to put my film career on hold
and go get my shins kicked for a couple of months.

’ﬂ-\e first h.'s}ri' of soccer ?rac-Hca 5 d.le.?’S 'ﬂ'\a
Same. Tha;/ start of b}e doing this "skills” test +o
see how Smd you are. Usmlly T don't care how T
5&-}‘ ranked but 'ﬂﬂ.Fs faa.r -H'\a S“f who was &oihs
the testing was Mr. Matthews, who is the father
of F.'?ar Matthews, the prettiest girl in our
church. So T -Ifiﬂura& T4 better do my best if T

wanted to Fm?rass m)t future -Fd-}‘her-.'h-law.

GO AROUND
THE CONES/
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Even -I‘hou‘ﬂh T +ried my hardest T still got
ranked "Pre A,li‘:-ha Minus” which is Just adult code
words for "You Stink."

The next '}‘Hhs -I‘:ha}( do is ?u-}‘ a\rar)n:-he on a tedam.
’ﬂ\&}a bnsicu.ﬂy "r'r)l to s?rem:l out the reullly awful

kids ke me so no one team has oo r-mh)r terrible

?la}zers.

Ah& wUuHh"}‘ you know n}( luck? I 50'}‘ Pu‘i‘ on
Kehhf Ke.’-ﬂ{s team, so that means m}( muc’h is
Mr. Keith, same as last year.

Mr. Keith hates me, and T 4race it all back to
the first dn}a of practice last yea A bunch of us
terrible 1‘;-1:;79.1'5 were s|ackih3 off, huhs.'hg out b?f
the water Jua, when Mr. Keith yelle& for us o
get back on the ?lu?!Fhﬂ field.
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GET YOUR
BUTTS OVER

So as a Juka T ran backwards with my rear end
?u.'h-l‘ecl at Mr. Keith.

T think i+ would have been fuhner i all +he other
3"75 }m& done ‘|+qE Same ‘|+qrh3 I Jr&, but +}~.e?i
kind of }whs me out to &t’y
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Ah?ﬂwa.?f you can Prubab'lf guess that Mr. Keith did
hot find r'-y Joke 50 nmusihs. .'E'\h& from +hen on he
made +’nih35 PrcH‘?' miserable for me.

RisH‘ before the first game he gave us all our
positions and he told me my position was "5’.‘1&5“. T
didnt know a whole lot about soccer but T was
PrrH}r Praud that T had my m:rf owh position. T
remember brnssihs to Rodrick about it.

But Ro&r.'tk knew a +Hh5 or two about soccer and
he told me that the 51‘1&5 isht actually a real
position on +he field, its Just a kid who chases all
the balls that g0 out of bounds.



13 T e T T T T

And sure thoush, Rodrick was ris’.ﬁ. Mr. Keith
hever PJ.H' me i da game, and T wasnt even the
worst kid on our team. We had Collin and Mackie
Crea.v?z and a cau?le other kids who can Mrely kick
a soccer ball, and there T was c’nnsihs balls into
the street. And let me Just sny‘ samﬂ\fhs in
defense of all those S’nd.ss out there: S’nd.s nfghi'
not be the most noble Pc:-sH'iah in soccer but it is
&t-lfihH'el?' the most stressful.
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Saturday, October 2nd
7

TchFS]i'\'i‘ T was all set 4o 9o over to Collin’s house
but I ‘Fouh& out Dad ’hnd rented a4 movie. So I
chuhsed my Plnhs and s+n?'ac]; home. Whenever Dad

Sa-}‘s 4 moVie he never d\ecks -ﬂ-na r:t‘l‘.’hSJ 50 its
ulwu?!s wor+h hahthﬂ around and seeing what he
?IckeJ out. And half the time he gets some-ﬂ-\.'hs
Mom would never let+ me watch on my own. The onl
down side about wa-l‘ch'hs movies with Dad is that
if there is ever a scene with ah’y'l‘}ﬁhﬂ +he least bit
ihu?tlaro?riuﬁ, somehow Mom shows vp at the worst
moment and makes yov feel ashamed for wu-]*tHhS it.

WHAT 1S
THIS TRASH?

.
)\
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Luck.’l}z T have mastered the kind of response +hat
gets me off +the Kook a\rary +ime, ES?Eth"?’ &ur?hﬂ

the ruc}( Scenes. w
< 2, Q :

T J'us+ make sure T head back downstairs later on
‘o m-h:h up oh uh;;-ﬂ-\.'hs 'I_ mFssec];.

®
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Suhcl:t.?u October 3rd

Toclay after church Mom and T went over +o
Gramma’s to chack up oh }-\ar. Mom was ?ra-}‘-l')r
wor’r.’ed {Jamusa Gramma hash*-f been ahswer.’hs har
?hohe for a few dﬁf so Mom wanted to make sure
Gramma was o.k. But when we got there we found
Gramma sitting in her kitchen chP?ihs coupons like
usual. So when Mom asked Gramma w’;\}z she hasn't
been answering the -I‘alephoha Gramma said:

CORDLESS
TELEPHONES
ERASE THE
MEMORY OF THE
ELDERLY.
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Well, that kind of set Mom off, because she knew
emc-}‘l?« where Gramma was Se-H‘Fhﬂ }\ar information:
from the SuPermarke-f tabloids. Mom banned
Gramma from rem:];.'hs -H-\osa -}‘Hhas because -I'}\e?(
ulwu?rs fill up her head with bad information. But
somehow Gramma l:ea?s getting a hold of these
-}‘Hhss , EVen 'H'mush sha &o&sh*-f &r?\ra.

So when Mom confronted Gramma on it and said,
"“Where did you read that, Mom?" Gramma knew

s‘-\e wWds cor‘h&r&& .
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So Mom {mh& where Gramma was S'h.tsHhS he
+abloids and we took i+ home with us to throw
away. What Mom doesnt know is that T ulwu}ys
&.’3 'H'\osa +Hh35 out of 'ﬂ'\a -}‘rus}\ ah& reacl 'H‘\Eh

when no one’s around.

There's :h‘.+un||7 a bunch of acmd stuff in there,
like hor‘osmfaas and ?ra&ir.ﬁohs. Tn fact, the
reason L +ake school with a arain of salt is
becavse this one tabloid says the whole East Coast

i5 3th3 +o be underwater wH‘Hh five )(enr‘s.
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Monday, October T+h
!

T dont know if T ever mentioned this before, but
e\rar}e morhihs w}-\a‘n Pa& wukes me up he Sivas -}‘he

same exact sp aec‘h-‘

IT'S TEN OF SEVEN. MOMS IN THE
SHOWER AND I WANT YOU IN
THERE THE SECOND SHE'S OUT SO
YOU'RE NOT LATE FOR YOUR BUS.

LET'S MOVE IT!HUP HUP HUP/

T dont know where Dad gets his morning ener gy
but T definitely did not inheret that gene from
him. After he wakes me up T prop r-.ysd-F up on my
elbow and h’)f my hardest not +o fall back aslecp.
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This one cla?r T um’clah-i‘all?r fell back uslee? after
Dad woke me up, and believe me, i+ was the last
time T ever made that mistake.

At school this morhing there were a bunch of kids
from Mrs. Bunn's homeroom class S'l‘uhc];ihs around
in the haﬂwa}a, tripping every other kid +hat
walked b;y.
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THs r‘eall;,f sad to see what passes for came&;{
+hese Jnys. Back in the fifth Srdde, me and Ben
were dh dwesome mne&?( team and we had some

ren"?' Scmd routines.

EATIN
CHOCOLATE.

WHERE'D YA
A DOGGIE
GET IT? J{ pROPPED 1T/
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But ever since Ben left town the funniest +Hh3
+hat ever th?Ehs in school is when some poor kid
&ru?s his lunch +rd.?( in the cafeteria.

T 4ried o ?ﬁ:k the mme&?( ﬂ\ihﬂ back up when
Rnwle?f came nlnhﬂ, but ‘l'hihss never renlly worked

out.
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Tues&u;,r , October 5+h

T thought of another good reason to keep a
joumal. When T get rich and famous T can P““
out this book to remind m};sel-F w}-n?' T shouldnt let
Rodrick swim in my ?aol or use my Bowlihg d"E.>f or
uh?e-l‘}\ihs else like that. Toh.'sh-l‘ Rodrick ?ulled his
5e+-uu+—o¥-du;h5-+ha-&;shes routine, Jus-l' like he
does every 'risl'\-l‘. Dad has a rule that were not
allowed to watch t.v. until the dishes are done,
but ri5h+ after dinner Rodrick ulwr.n?rs goes
upstairs to the bathroom and doesnt come down
for something like 45 minutes. E’?’ that time TVve

done all the dishes m}rsalf.
I'M READY
TO START!
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Well, +ohE5}\+ T said thoush is f:irw.n:uu\rajhJ and T

weht to com?lth o Mom and Dad. But of course
Ra&r?ck ha& dh excuse.

MY BODY IS
ON A
SCHEDULE.

Al T can say is that if Rodrick wants +o hahs
out in my mansion when we're grown up, he better
bths 4 towel ah& Some s?ohses because }\er su.'hs

to be &oihs a whole lot of dishes.
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Wednesday, October 6+h
!
Tch?slh-f soccer practice ended a few minutes aurl}z

so the coach could hand out uniforms and we could
come up with a team name.

I s:;sﬂas-}‘a& "TwFS'l‘ecl Wizards' and said mnyl)a we
could get the Game Zone to sponsor us, but of
course my ?arfec-}‘l?' smd idea got shot down.

[244

A bunch of other ideas 5a+ tossed around until
some idiot came vp with the name “Red Sox.” T
couldnt believe i+ when a bunch of kids ‘I‘hnush-l'
that was a ren"y Smd idea. And auess what?
That's what everyone voted on.
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Now, number one, the Red Sox is a baseball team,
hot a Soccer team. Ah& humber two , our uhiforms
are blue, .'hcludihﬂ the socks. But of course mbo&}y
would listen to me.

And what's even dumber about our name is that
the coach decided we'd better spell i+ Red “Socks”
instead of Sox because he was afraid we mi&h'l‘ Se-i*
sved. Like the real Red Sox have M'}‘Hhs better
to do than to go around suing a bunch of seventh-

Srude spccer teams.

When Dad P.’tl:e& me up T decided to take a stab
at SEHFHS him to let me quH‘ soccer. 1 told him
about Albert Sahd}a, who quit on the first &u?r s
and how Albert’s dad can just read the newspaper
instead of ]{'\uwhs +o drive to the soccer field o
?Jcl: him vp e\rar}( cla?(.
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T think T had Dad’s interest for a while until T
mentioned that now, Albert Sd.hcly can just relax
and ?1“)" video games instead of hn\r.’hﬂ to do 1'&3
lifts and wind sPr.'h-l's all afternoon.

T +think T ?us}\t:l i+ a little too far, becavse the
hex+t 'I'H.'\Iha T knew Dad was Sd‘f;hﬂ:

NO SON OF
MINE IS A
QUITTER.
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whid\ -'shJ'l‘ reuuy trve at all. I'rﬂ a HUGE
q{uF'H‘Ef, a‘nc]g 50 5 Ro&r‘kk for that matter.

And T'm sure Mdhh?r will mrry on in the Haf-ﬂey
boy tradition of C{UII'}"HhSJ too, but he hasn+t been
around thS ahough to quit ah?'-l‘h.'hs |>i5.

Ah?fwu?' T 'F-'Sured the conversation was over, and
T Just ke?-l' my mouth shut for the rest of the
ride home. So if T'm going to convince Dad o let
me qui-l‘ Soccer, I’m so.'hs to have to come at it
from a different uhsle.
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Thursday, October 7th

When T got home from soccer last hish'l‘ and saw
wha-l‘ Was w:aH‘.'hs for me in M}! foom, I JUS"' about
went ﬁrwgh the roof.

M“hh)' had somehow gotten hold of my Walkman,
which he -I'o-l'nH?z das-l'fayed b)( stuffing it with
brownies or cookies or sor-.e-l‘hihg. But when T made
Ma‘nh)l explain himself he used the same lame excuse

he :t|wu?!s uses after ]he clas-h'oys ohe of r-?f -}‘Hhss-‘

'™
OWNWY
FIIIVE/

g |
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What rmlly steamed me was that my Walkman was
all -H-\e wa7 at the 'h:-? of r-?’ closet in a toolbox
that was locked. T put it up there becauvse T
fiqured Muhhy would break it if he ever found it.
Dont even ask me how Mnhh?' got to it.

Mom Sur?n'sa& me b?' saying she was goihg o have
a "talk” with Muhh?r downstairs. Like T said
before, Mahh?r has never gotten ?uh.ished for
ANYTHING, so T didn't have real h.‘ﬂh ho?es.
But after about 20 minutes Mom and Mann
showed vp at my door, and Mdhh}( was hol ing
Same-ﬂ-\ihs in his hands.
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T+ took me a minute to realize that whatever this
-}‘Hhs M.d.hhy wds hol&;hs was SuP?ose& +o somehow
make vp for my hundred dollar Walkman he just
&es-fro?'a&.

The ‘I‘Hns was Lds;mlly a ball of +infoill with a
bunch of +ﬂa‘|'h?ir.ks stuck ‘H‘\r‘ou‘a}\ i+, and it
looked like some kind of weapon.

At first T thought it must be some kind of joke
but from the look on Moms face 5!\1‘. seemed to
think it was a fair +rade. So of course after
Mdhh?( lef+ the room T went to throw the -i'!\.'h_aj
out, but Mom S‘l‘o??E& me before I could.
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So now instead of a Walkman Tve 9ot this
‘morl'h?ick ball in my Toom.

A_h& mark rn?' words: one of these :lnys Tm saiha
to 5‘11? on the sﬂ?ié ﬂ‘u'hs.
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Friday, October 8+h

After dinner 'I‘Uh.’gh'l‘ Rodrick was |FS'|‘Eh|'hS +o
some of Hs ro-:k muSic oh -H-me stereo in -H-me 'Fam'ly
room. Mom likes Just about every kind of music, so
when she heard it she came in and started

dancing.
G

That really ticked Rodrick off, and he told her +o
cut it out. Ah& Mom said . “\h“‘.d‘l‘, Ilm not allowed
+to th_juy music in m?( owh hﬂui&?“

Rodrick JuS‘i‘ Sa‘l‘ up and took off in his car. But
he was back 15 minutes later with a pair of giant
- —
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And T quess that Just about settled that.

At school -I'odny -H'nefy ahnounced that student
government elections were coming up, and that
d.h?(ahe who wanted to run for office had to submit
their dPPlimﬁah b},' 3:00 p-m. on ﬂesd:&y.

To be honest with you Tve never rr.d.ll;/ had any
kind of an interest in runhing for student
government, But when -Hwe;,' mentioned the position
of T‘t"EdSur‘El" I 50+ +o +}\ihkih5 about ﬂ\t
possibilities.
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WE CHEERLEADERS
ARE TIRED OF RIDING
TO GAMES IN THE
SAME BUS AS THE
NERDS IN THE BAND/
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And then T 'I‘hou31'1+, even better...

I DONT SEE WHY
NOT... OH YEAH I
FORGOT YOU GUYS
ARE JERKS.

WE JOCKS JUST
NEED AN AIR PUMP
TO INFLATE OUR
ONLY FOOTBALL.

I'M AFRAID I
CAN'T HELP
YOU.

= -

Nc{m&y ever wants to be treasurer, because all
dh?(bﬂ&?’ cares about are the 5.'3 Jobs like ?res.'derﬂ'
and vice Presi&eh-l'. Se T -ﬁaure the an is mine for
the +nkih3 when T Sigh up for it on ‘Tlaesdny.
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Saturday, October 9th
[

Have you ever seen a sports game where the coach
calls a huddle &ur?hﬂ a time out, and evaryuha
Sa-l‘hars around him +o hear his game ?Iuh? You
?ro{'-'dl)lf noticed that the So}es who ride the bench
Sa-l‘har around, too, even -I‘haush -I‘ha?' will mever
5&']’ in -H-\e game. Ah& i fuu ever woh&ered w‘hu-f
-}‘hosa behc}-. 31.75 are +Hhk-'hs in -H-\e hu&dla ) l-.

can ell you first hand: w

T”"J'“V was our first soccer game, and Just like T
Ex?ﬂt‘l‘tﬂl, T didn+ Pld'?( 4 s.'halt second.
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Dad gave me +his bFS pep talk before the game
about giving 110% and all of that, which shows
that he doesnt understand the ohl}( runhing
around T'd be clo.’hs wds clm:ls.'hg traffic +o chase
down a ball that was kicked out of bounds.

Ah?’wd?' , it you want to know, we won our first
game against Green Thunder 13-0. T +hink it's a
combination of the fact that the |a43ua
uccicleh-rally stacked our team with too many 3004
kids, and Mr. Keith ]r:e?-l‘ all +he bad Pluyers oh
the bench.

The ohl}e other comment T want to make is that
Tcmm;g Leonard’s dad is a r_heu.?skn-l‘e. He bouﬂh'l‘
generic cola for the halftime drink and couldn+t
even an’hS for a name brah&.
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Sunday, October 10th
!

Taclay wds d ?ra-l*-l'?' biﬂ &“‘)’ for me because +he
T"'lm-l'-H-\ews -Fam?l?’ s’-\owe& up dat chuﬂ:}h and we sat
three rows behind them.

There are four airls in the Matthews famly, and
3 4

each one of them is the ?re-H'Fas-]' 3.'r1 in her

Sruda. And the prethiest Matthews SFrl of all is

PFPar, w}m i5 ih 'H-w. swah-ﬂ'\ Sra&e , Same ds me.

r?ff:zi ﬁ
_-F

Cpiper

Dad is nlwu?rs knocking Mr. Matthews, saying
+hat if he had a hundred more kids, -H'\e)x'd all be
3.'r||s. Al T can say is that if he did have a
hundred more kids, the world would be a much more
attractive Plnct.
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The ohl}z down side of P.’Fer Matthews is that she
qoes to S+. Patrick’s, and not my middle school.

T always -h'}( to think of way’s T could suggest to
her that she should +ransfer, but since T have
never even talked to her it m;ﬂ}rl‘ be a kind of
awkward thing to lead of f with.

What re:dl?i burns me vp is that Ben, my old best
friend, also goes to St. Patrick’s, and he sits
rish-l‘ next to P.’Per Matthews all cln}( |4.-,-|r~.5n'J ?robd.bl?e
telling her all sorts of Jokes he stole from me.

=
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So T'm not too thrilled Ben is s?eh&Fhﬂ all his +ime
beihs "reudihs ?ur-l'hars“ wi-}“-\ m;( future wife.

All T can say is if T ever find out he's been using

my Jul:es without giving me ﬂh;; n:ra&.'-h T make
sure to shut him out later on.

S

Even -I‘l'wuﬂh T was ha?fa?z to see PJPer Matthews,
church kind of went on and on '|‘0|:]gd?’. Thay have
this new music director that stretches every song

‘o six or seven Verses.
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Mn‘nhy is 1uck}r. Mom and Dad br.’hS all +his gear
+o L’.EEP }-\Ir-. occuilaia& Jur.'hﬂ churd-\, w’nich 'ﬂ'}&)ﬂ

never &-’d for me as a k.d

So ‘|‘oc{d.?', I tried to pass ‘H‘.t +ime b}( muh‘l'ihs
+he number of moles on Mr. Fisher's neck, who was
standing right in front of me. He kept moving
around so I keP-r hw.'ha to start over.

I‘I‘ mis}ﬁ' not be the most Eh‘i'er“l'dihiha oP‘Hc}h,
but i+ beats the heck out of Rodrick’s s+rn+e5}(,
whk_h is to Pick at ﬂ\.’s scab on Hs hand that he

hever lets heal.
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Monday, October 11+h
!

Toclny was awesome... there was NO SCHOOL,
w}\kl\ wds a total 5ur?rise to me. I &oh*-f keeP vp
with school holi&u;{s or that kind of -I'Hhﬂ\, 50

sometimes my cluelessness is a real bonus.

Of course it would have been nice if Rodrick
mentioned it was Columbus Dd.?e before T headed
out to the bus stop this morning.

Bus
SToP

But even H‘mus]h T wasted an hour and a half
s-l-ahd.'hs around, it didn't s?oil hf mood once T
fﬂigur'tcl out what was up-
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T spent the rest of my morhing relaxing and
read.'hs -ﬂ\e hews?aper. :Dm:l %ad -I'ha &d.?( off '

‘oo, so we SPIH‘ up 'H'm comics section.

TF there's one 'I‘Hhs me and Dad have in
common, its that we both think “LitHe Cutie” is

+he worst comic ever written. Tocld.}fs comic wds

?ra'l"l}! -I‘)J?iml.

“Mommy, is the rain just God sweating?”
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Th fact, sometimes T think the Dhl?' reason we
read the comics is to see how mad Little Cutie is
5th3 +o make us +hat cla?’.

WOULD YOU
TAKE A LOOK

Dad has written to the paper a bunch of +imes
to +r7 to make them cancel Litte Cutie, but
they don't listen to him. T heard that the
editors tried o cancel Little Cutie about +en
years ago, but a million old ladies +hreatened +o
cancel their subscriPﬁnhs o *H‘\ty didn+ brihs it
back. So T +hink i+s here +o s+a>(.
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There are a bunch of other -I'h.'hﬂs that raull}z get
under Dad’s skin, but the '}‘Hhs that irks him the
most are 'H'\ose Pemh Breeze ice cream commercials
ohn .. I Joh*-l‘ know if it's -H-\a l:u:]; i -Hﬁ.e cormmercial
or the way he says the motto, but whenever it
comes oh t.v. it stops Dad in his tracks.

PEACHY
BREEZE IS
PEACHY KEEN!

And Dad will d'Wd?’S s-h::-P
w}mh‘.ver he's Ja?hﬂ and write
an :msr;,' letter to the

+elevision station.
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One time Dad wrote an angry letter &-’rec-H}( +o
Padch?' Breeze , 54 ih& haw he wuulé hever in d
million years eat their ice cream because of how

much he hates their commercials.

But the wn}a 'H‘t&f ras?ahcla& was b}( Jus-l‘ Sehcl?hs
Hm coupohs for two free quar-fs of Panc}a}( Breeze

e Cream.
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Tuesday, October 12+h

After school T was J'uS'l‘ siﬁ-’hs on the couch
rvihclihg m)t own business w’neh Mahhf comes up +to

me and sa;/s-'

=

T didnt know if Pootie was some kind of little kid
cuss word or if it was samﬁ’niha l"'ld.hh?l Just made
up, but T didn* like the sound of it. So T went
to Mom to see if she knew nh?!‘l'}wihs. Uh-Far‘l'uhn-fdf

Mom was on the ?huhe, and when she's +alk.‘h3,
it imPassIHt to get her attention.
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When T -FFhuH;/ got got her +o stop -}‘nlk.'hs for a
second, she was rapmll?' ticked off at me for
ih'|‘erru?+Fh3 her.

She asked me what was so important that T
needed to talk +o her r.'s}\'l‘ now. So T +old her

T“'lmhhy called me a Pootie.

And Mom said:
WHAT 15 A
POOTIE?

£

Which kind of threw me off suqrcl, because i+ was

the question T was ‘fryihs +o ask her. Mom went
back +o her conversation and T Jus+ headed back

+o the livihs room.
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Uhfor-l'uha'l‘al}z Manhhy was there to see Mom's
r‘adc'Hoh, 50 how ha {hows he ?t"& muﬁ}\ hds d

free pass to use -I‘}m'l‘ word whahﬂar he wants.

Tonight after dinner T was telling Dad how T
Sf&he& up to run for treasurer, and he seemed
PrrH’)( interested. T 4old him how Musti Patel is
going to run against me, and how Musti is real

bruin?' at m‘ﬂ'\, so he is 304'?15 +o be hard o beat.

That got Dad +o -Hu'hkiha , and he told Rodrick
to do the dishes b}t himself while he showed me

same‘lﬂh :{awhsh-'rs.
3
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T+ turns out Dad uc-l‘uuuy ran for student
Sowmmah-}‘ 'H}‘\Eh }‘\E Wds m}! uﬂe. HP. s}-\uwed me
these posters he put 'I‘oSa'l‘har and told me how
-H-m;( uc-l'unll?t halPacl him win.

INTEGRITY
HONESTY
KNOW-HOW

VOTE

Frank Heff ie);
FOR
SECRETARY

T 'I‘l'wuﬂ}rl‘ the poster -I‘Hhs was d ?re-H?r 500&
idea, so Dad took me out and got me some paper
and magjic markers. 1 was vp late &rawihs them
and T'm Pre-H’?e excited o P“+ them vp in school

tomorrow.
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Wednesday, October 13+h
[
This morhing when T woke vp it was raining, so T

}'\nd +to wrap all r-.?’ cun?niﬂh ?os-l‘ers ih Sﬂfbﬂﬂa
buss to make sure -H-.a music marker &F&hl'l‘ ruh.

As soon as T aot to school, T put +he posters up
in the main hnllway.

-

© Do You Want ©
MARTY PORTER

o JD: our

TREASURER?

HEY YOU'RE
DROPPING ALL
OUR MONEY

YOU FOOL!
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[#] [a]
Remembtr n secoh& Srndt }\ow

Mnr-fy Porter had head lice?

ITCH

ou ren'l'l want him
+ouc{m5 YCLR mohe’y?

of

L}hfrori'uhai'el)/ my
posters ahl?z
S+d7tr1 vp for a
total of about five

minutes bm‘r pre

Mr. Ro}(, the Vice
PrimiPdl, made me f-’_/___.,._-—

take them down.

—

aﬁ‘

& s &
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Mr. Ro;; said you werent allowed to put vp
“fabrications” about O‘H‘\El" candidates so he was
50-'?13 1o have Yo confiscate r-?t cnm‘?ui&h Pasﬁrs.

T +old Mr. Roy that the +h|'h3 about the head
lice was truve and how it Prﬁt'}’lltﬁ“?f closed down
the whole school when i+ Bn?PtnEJ. But he didnt

seem to want to }xenr about it.

So how P"\ur-t?( is goins around hdhdih‘s out
|o||||I?oPs to bu?‘ himself votes while y posters are
sitting at the bottom of Mr. Ro?"s +rash can.

Ta:lny didn4 get nh?' better after that. T found
out from Mom that Dad couldn+ P.’ck me up after
soccer, so 1 had to get a ride home from Mr.
Ke-"ﬂ'\, who hates rn?' 3u+s.
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After practice Mr. Keith was sitting on the hood
of his car ynkkihs nwn?( +o his assistant coach and
T was stuck in the car with his kid Kﬂhn?u

Kthh;f was in the front seat and T was in the
back. Kehh?’ asked me if T4 t}mhae the radio
station, and T ‘H‘wnug}wh ‘N}V don+ ?(ou Ju5+ do
it ?’GUT‘SE'-F since ?'cu’ra sitting r.'g:h'f there?" But
because T'm a nice avy T leaned over the front
seat to chunaa the radio station.

But rFsh-I' w}\eh 'I
was all the wdy

forward, Kenn

Lohkm:l 'ﬂ'\e "\orh,
and i+ totall
looked like l]wus
+he one w}m did it.
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Well, you can ?raba.bl;; imagine that Mr. Keith
wash+ real 1.'1-1??7' with me. So 4o get me back he
talked o Mr. Huoht?( for another half hour.

An& instead of +nkih5 me 5'h'm'3}1+ homt, !nﬂ
went to Horne DE‘PG‘I‘ and T had 1o wait in +he
car with Kthn?ﬂ for 45 minutes.

And guess what? Kehh?' was mad at ME because
he was missing his favorite +.v. show. So if you
ever wanted to know the reason T hate team
s?or'l’s and kids m;,' age in 3thtral s there )tou
have it in a nutshell.
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Thursday, October 144h

A cou?le &n?'s ago T ?red.'n:'l‘ecl T was goihg o
step on Mahh}('s sPFkP( -I'W-H-\PFck +infoil ball.

Well, i+ didn+ Bn?Peh emc-H?r the way T -kus}\-i-
i+ would. But the ohl?( detail T got wrong was
that i+ ended up in the seat of Rowley’s Puh‘l‘s
instead of my foot.

T Nad lost track of the -I‘Hhs so 1 was :t-::'|‘ud||?' a
little relieved when it showed up again. And in all
+he commotion of ROWIEY tr}'.’hﬂ n‘nc]g Mom +r)r.'h3 +o
&ul) h?’c];ro&ah ?eroxide o Hs rear eh& , I was
-FFhuH)r able +o get rid of the s-l‘u?.'d '|‘1'1.ih5.

> FLUSH At least now T
can start hrr.t|kih3

@ around room in
ﬁ ¥

—— m}e socks uSth.
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Rodrick has really been pushing my buttons laely.
He found out that it bothers me w%mrmrﬂahhy calls
me Pootie”, so of course Rodrick started &a-’hs it,
too. T got Dad to tell Rodrick he's not allowed +o
call me that word, but if there's alaoPhah,
Rodrick is ulwu};s going o find .

TUESDAY YESTERD&Y‘
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Friday, October 15+h
Tocla?' clurihs home room, Vice Pr}hc.‘Pal R::-?r made

an ahhouncement that there will be "ho hegative
cnm?aEShs" in the student elections, so T guess my
?ol.'-i-.'ml career s o-mda"?! washed vp-

Feiid]

T+ doesnt raull?f matter since 1 found out
?'as-l'ardn? that student council meetings are held
&ur.’hs recess. What kind of fool made that rule?
That's a Fre-Hy Som:l way to guarantee +hat all
our student council members are nerds. Then
usth , 'H'md-l'Js Prabnbly w]hu-f +he teachers were
ha?ihﬂ for when '}‘"1&7 set it up +hat way.
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Saturday, October 16+h
[

T nc-}‘uall}( -I‘h:mS}rI‘ of one Smd -I‘Hhﬂ about hn\rihﬂ
Soccer gdames oh Sa.-l‘ur&u.?ts! 'I_ woh + hu.\re +o be in
-H-m hause for ah}( of Ro&rkk*s buh& Pruc-ﬁces.

This summer, Rodrick decided to start a band , SO
he hit Mom and Dad up for mohey o bu;( an
instrument. Ru&r?ck wnh'l‘a& an electric ﬂui'hl.r but
Dad talked him into drums because a he-’shbar Was
selling a used set chaa?. So Dad was patting
himself on the back for saving d few bucks, but
Mom burst Hs bubble b?’ 'l‘E“ihS Hm 'H'\u'i“ band
?I"ﬂtﬂtl’. i5 nlwn}es hal& at the drummers hause

because its too }mr& to move a drum set arouhd.

as &ePressecl a5 ]he was

hat week. JIJ </
that !" '
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T guess the ﬂwu&h'l‘ of hu‘u'ihs a basement full of
-teahdsers J'us-l* about sent Pad over -H-\e edse.

Mom was Pre-Hy up oh +he idea of Rodrick
shr‘l‘?hs a band. T think she has this idea that
we can all learn instruments and then become one

of those ﬁr-il)( bands like you see oh t.v.

Taclay r.'sh'l‘ whah WE WEre hea&.’hs out to m?e
Soccer game a :uu?la of the auys from Rodrick’s
lmml s}xowe& up for Prn.c'l‘ica.



3 T i T T T T

One of Rodrick’s band-mates is +his avy hamed
Bill, who is about 32 years old. So he doesnt
tmd‘l),r fall into dad’s "arch Ehtm}’" cn-hesr::-r‘?f of
teenager, but that doesnt mean Dad has +o like
hir.

‘™MORNING MR.
HEFFLEY.

The ahl}z reasoh L can 'F.'Sura Rodrick invited Bill
to be in his band is because Bill was named "Most
LFl:eI?r +o Be a Rock Star” in his senior ),tmr of

Hsh school. Plus Bill has a van, so if -H-\E}e ever get
hired +o do a show T guess Bill can drive them

around.
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'ﬂ\t name of Rodrick's band is "Loaded pFaPer,"
oh.lr s s?eﬂe& ‘Loded Difxtr" on the side of Bill's
van. You mis’rﬁ +hink +hat "]'ht?? sPellr.& +he words
wrohg to make i+ look cooler, but T bet if ?mvu
+old Bill how fw’re rm“y suPPasz& to spell ‘Loaded
:DfaPer" + would be rews +o him.

. ODED
e

Ah?’hl'd?’ I'r-. s+nr+Eh5 to -H-\.'hl: 'H'm-l' rﬁd?’be -H-\e
whole reason Dad is into soccer games this
sedson is because of Rm:lr.':zs bdhtl- ?rac-i-.'cas.

T ulwa?(s wondered wh}e we get to the games an

hour early, but now T'm starting to catch on.
4 3
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To:lay‘s game started Just like it did last week,
with the coach of the other team nccusfhs our
sod.lie, Tan, of btihs +o0 old o PI"“Y in our |ta5ut.

They went ‘l'}nraus’n the whole routine with the
birﬁ'l certificate and all of +hat, which took about
20 minutes.

T admit the su?!’s d sidh‘h but if ﬂ'ﬁt}fﬂ: snihs to
start ﬂﬂrf game late i wish 'H‘\t;(*& tell us so we
could at least go out and get Slur?ees or
someﬂxiha.
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Plus, i+ didn® matter ah?rway. We were ahead, 9-0
at half +ime and the ball never made i+ down +o
Tans part of the field.

T+ started o get cold, so :iurihs +he game, T
wanted +o 5e+ mr Jackri' from the car. But Dad
said he wanted me 1o "+ou3!.‘1 out the cold and be
PrtPare& in case the coach wanted +o Pu-i' me in

+he game.

T wanted +o tell Dad that the ah'l?( time T would
be stepping foot on the field would be when the
coach told me to collect all the other kids’ orange
Ptels at half time.

But T ktP‘]' m?f mouth shut and Just did mf best
to kttP Hf s}ﬁfhsuarrls from {rezz.ihs to n}t shins,
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After the game the team went to McDonald's +o
celebrate. T got up to go o the bathroom and
whth 'I came bd.ck, all 10 of n?‘ Chicktﬁ
McNu&ar}’s were missing. But then Erick Bickford
&umPad all of my NcNuaga'fs back on to my plate
from h-’s b-’s Swea-t?r hnhds.

So needless +o say, hone of those McNu&gﬁs
+ouched y lips. And that's just another strike
nsa.ihsﬁ' m?( soccer team.
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Sunday, October 17+h
T think Gramma has a direct ?E?elEhe to God,

because wha-l'a\rer s‘-\e nsks -For, s}-.a Sa-}‘s.

EAR GOD PLEASE
HELP ME FIND MY
DOLLAR SAVERS
COUPON BOOK.

I don+t -I'-F.Fhl: I have -ﬂ-\a Sdme kih& of connhection
Gramma has but that doesn+ s-l'o? me from +r7'ih5.

DEAR GOD PLEASE LET ME
PASS LEVEL FOUR IN
TWISTED WIZARD WITHOUT
USING ANY POWER-UPS. AND
ALSO PLEASE LET ERICK
BICKFORD FALL DOWN A
FLIGHT OF STAIRS.
AMEN AND I THANK
YOU IN ADVANCE.
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Toclny at church the music was going oh and on
agdih, and T was |oa1::Fh3 for ways to kaeP m?(self
entertained. So this +hou3h+ ?o??a& into my
head, and just for fun T leaned over to Mdhh?f

and said:

Well, that did i+. Mnhh}e started bdw“hs his head
off and we nc-l'uu.llf had to leave church becauvse of
it. ..
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T noticed the Matthews girls were there, so T
tried 4o look as cool as ?ossible walk.’hﬂ out, which
Was raaﬂ?' hard to do with Moms -F-'hser n m
rhl.umse. And Rodrick -I'dﬂﬂad alohs because he knew

d chuht& to leave church ear’ i)l w‘weh 1‘1& Sdw it.

Mom made me go to confession after church ended,
whkh wds Pre-H}' ernl)uruss?hs. But 'J: was Jus-f
Sla& to get my ?uh.'shmh'l‘ over with.

I CALLED MY
BROTHER A
POOTIE.

-0
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Monday, October 18+h
!

Yes-}ercla?n Mom didnt dc'i“ud"?! let me off the hook
rish-l' away for calling Mannhy a Pootie. She told me
T had 1o n?oli:-ﬂ,?ze to him wgr;r m||?h3 him a "bad

word.

Now, if T remember +‘h.’h55 EDFFE{H?I, Mom didnt
seem to think it was a bad word last week.

But 4o get Mom off my back, T af:olog?ze& to
Mnhhy - ah& he su.’&-‘

Mom just mh"ql'ehith‘l'ly ighored that one.



1 T T T T T

Tuesday, October 19+h

Last week we had a H-’s-bory test, and T ac'i‘uull?r
s-h.rcheJ for it.

T noticed this kid named Dw.'al-rl' Harrihﬂ-l‘ah wds
mPyihS off of me &ur?hs the test. T wouldnt have
cared all that much, but ris}\'l’ before the test, he
had thrown a ?ehdl eraser across the room and it

landed in my ear.

So r:lurihg the test T wrote down all the wrohg
danswers oh purpose and made sure Pwis}ri‘ could see

my ?d?'&r.

Then at +he last second T thahsz& all H?‘ AnSwers
+o the r'.'s’.-rt ones and handed in m?( test.
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So 'l‘o-:]m?' when we got our tests back, T got a
“B-." But the teacher Pullad Pwiﬂ}\-l' aside and
told him that he would be -I‘ruhsferr.'hﬂ to Mrs.
Bunn's class, where all the kids who get held back
are, for the rest of the year.

T Jus+ ho?a Pw.'sh-l' never finds out about the
trick T Pulla&. Because if he does, TNl have a lot

more to worr?r about -H-mh a4 ?ehrjl Braser in r-.}e ear.

Tomorrow we have student coundil elections, and
T ?re-HPf freaked out about i+. T farﬂo'l' to
o#;cially clroP out of the race, and Mr. P\of woh +
let me take my hame off the ballot for the
election. So if T uc‘l‘unﬂf win this -H-\.'hSJ Tm
going to have +o SPEhﬂI' all my recesses inside for
student council mee+ih35. 'I.*rn +ryih3 to -ﬁﬂura out
a way to make sure that doesnt ha??eh.
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Wednesday, October 20th
Tocla?' we had elections in the morning and at the
end of -}Jhe dd}( -H-\ey nhhouhce& -H'\a wihhers.

Musti Pd-}‘al woh Treaswer, wh.’c}\ was da b.’s relief
for me. That head lice issve had nt‘l‘unﬂ}z started to
make the rounds again and T was afraid T miﬂh'l‘
get elected b;{ default.

So T &ro??e& some comments in the hd"w:n?l
?/as-l'erdu before the elections, and that seemed o
be &hwsi: to do the trick.

BOY, I HOPE WE CAN SAVE UP
ENOUGH MONEY IN THE TREASURY
TO BUY SCHOOL UNIFORMS/

’

=155
]
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%ur‘s&u.?f , October 21st

Did T ever mention how Br}zca Anderson is ulwu‘ys
&ths some-ﬂ-\ihs +o make -I'}‘\a rest of us
heishborhao& kids look bad? Well, last hiﬂh'l‘, he
&.’& it nsm'h.

Bryce set up some kind of restavrant on his clack,
where him and his cronies invited all +he heiﬂhbur-
hood Pnreh'l‘s and charsed $20 a head.

«

uﬁﬂ’ T

Mom and DPad came back uohiha and uhh’hs over
+heir meal. And from the sound of i+, Br;,'ca and
his crew must have cleared $200 in tips alone.
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All T have o say is, if T didnt have to do soccer
?mc-ﬁce e\rery h.'sh-l', -I'}\ah md?rba IJ& }\ﬁva ah

outdoor restavrant, +oo.

Dad has been in a ?re-H’y Smtl mood la‘l‘ely, and T
think it's because Halloween is coming. Nobody likes

Halloween as much as Dad does.

On Halloween h.'sh-l', while all the other parents are
handing out cuhd;{; Dad hides in the bushes with a
b.’s trash can full of water. And if dhy teenagers
pass b}t our clrivewny : ha &ecks 'H'\em.




3 T T T e T T T T

T dont think Dad raall?r vnderstands the concept
of Halloween, bot Thm ot gonhha be +he one to
sPoil his fun.
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Fr.’cla?', October 22nd
Mom and Dad have been acting real strange ever

Since -H-\e?z 5.:--I' back Bom from Parents’ NFS}\-f at
'I*"lmhhfs dn}( care.

AND I
LOVE
YOOUU S0
MUCH!

At first, T couldnt ell w!nf ‘H‘\E‘.?‘ were {}tihs 50
rws}x?f , H?chd"?( arouhd Md.hh?(. But when T found
ohe of Mnhh?«‘s drawings in the trash can in Mom
and Dad’s room T put two and +two +o5e+1.'\ar.
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T+ turns out that Muhh?' drew a PE-.:-I‘ura at cla?r
care, dand it was up on the wall for a\.rer'?'aha to see
at Parents’ N-’ah'l‘.

One of the
teachers had
labeled +he picture
“Uh}m?'?y Horwt," H
and T guess Mom and Dad were Preﬂ}t freaked out.

The -Funr\?r +hih5 is, T rtmshiz.td the Piﬁure ri5}1+
away. T+5s ac-i'uall?‘ SUPPGSEJ to be of me and
Rodrick, not Mom and Dad. Me and Rodrick aot in
a rallihﬂ ﬂsh+ the other &a?f over who should get
the last Pu&&ihs Pop; and Mahhy started cr}.fihs.
But Mom and Dad dont need +o know that, so T
+think TN Just ktt‘.P quiet about this one.
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Saturday, October 23rd
[

Today we had another soccer game, but this one
was different. For -H-\e W'rf first time , Mr. Ke.’-ﬂ-\
?u'l‘ me in 'ﬂwa game.

Some parent had com?lthecl that his kid wasnt
getting to ?14?; , S0 how there’s a new rule that
EVERY kid has +o get in the game at some point.

THs a redl pity, too, because me and the other
bench riders had started bn’hﬂihﬂ our Game Bo}zs
and link cables and were -F.'hally starting to E"“J"}'
ourselves &ur.’hs the games.
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At one point in the second half, Mr. Keith ;/ella&
for +he whole group of us to get in +he game.

CREAVEY!
HEFFLEY/
GONZALES! |

None of us had T'Eﬁ“PJ been ?“?'"hﬂ nh?' attention to
+he game, 5o when we got on the field, we didnt

kinow w}m'l' was w‘{'m'h

A cc.-u?la kids oh our team +old us that the other
team had a free kick , and that the three of us were
suP?osed to form a "shield" +o protect +he 5ml. So
we all lined up side b?( side in front of our 5D¢.L
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And so the referee blows the whistle and a kid on
+the other team winds up to kick +he ball s+r.-.t.'3}\+

at us.

Well, the three of us did what any reasonable person
would do in this situation: we ducked.

So +the ball sailed over our heads, but lucl:ilf our
Smlie, Tan, ?lur.ked it out of the air and booted it
}ml-ﬁway up the field.

Mr. Keith +ook us out of the game the first chance
he could.
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He barked at us for about five minutes for not
S'I‘:ahclgihs still and bloﬁl‘:?hﬁ +he ball.

But T -ﬁsure f T have 4o choose between getting
?'allecl at by Mr. Keith or getting my hose broken
b)l a soccer ball, give me +he 7/all.'h3 every time.

We won +he game d.h?hl'ﬁf, Jus+ like we ulw:gs do.
But Mr. Keith was PrrHZ wound up over the fact
+hat +he ball nc'l'uully made i+ all +he wn)t down to
our 3ou.|-'e for the first time this season.
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After soccer Dad drove me home. We sk.'??ecl the
?uS'}‘-snne McDonalds celebration, so we ended up
SEHihS home earlier 'H'mh usual.

Rodrick’s band ?rnc-}‘ice wash+ over 7’*:'!‘, and a
whole bunch of 'I‘eehaﬂars were Jurl‘ hnhths out in
our driveway. T guess 'H-w.?f must have gotten
drawn to the rock and roll music the way moths
SE'}‘ drawh to 4 1-'31‘11‘.




13 T e T T T

You should have seen the look on Dad’s face. To
give you an idea of how he reacted +o ﬁhdihﬁ his
&r?\rewu.?' full of teenagers, imagine pulling back
;{aur s}mwer curtain nh& -FFhf:lihS }(our bd'ﬂﬁub full
of rats.

Dad went in the house and T quess he was going
to call the cops or samrfh’hSJ but Mom s-h:-??e&
Hm. S]he Sm'c]; those kids out in 'I‘ha &r?\rewn?'
weren+ clm'hs ah}( hurm, and }(ou cant blame them
for "n??rec.'u-I‘FhS" Rodr.'ckJs rMUSIC.

T reu.llf dont see how Mom said that with a
s-l‘ru.'ﬂh-l' face. I-F fo-u ever haurd Ro&r?ck’s l)uhc]g
Prm:-l'.'c.'hs ) 7'au'cl know \-.r]h)l

First of all, from what T can +ell, 'H“E}( don't

even Pln?f real sohgs.
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E.varyﬁotl}r Jus-i* does their own '}‘HhS on their
instruments, and every once in a while Bill vells out

“Rock and Roll” or Some-H'\.'hS like that.

And 'H"‘E}( Just got +his echo Pa&ul , which is
ulrea&?r starting to get re:nﬂy uh‘rw?dhs.

WHO JUST

FARTED?

FARTED?
FARTED?

FARTED?

So T dont know if Mom rea.Hf likes Rodrick’s music

or if she was just trying to avoid having a big
scene with +he <Ops cs:-r-uiha 4o the house.
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Al T know that is that Dad couldnt relax until
-}‘he las+ +aehu3er was out of Hs &r?vamt?' ’ wh.’d-\
was 15 minutes or so after band Prnc'l‘.'ca ended.

T -F-'E'ura Dad’s going to +T)‘ to put a s-h::? to all
this, but T dont know how he can do i+ without
crossing Mom.
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Sunday, October 24+h
!

While Mahh?’ was wah‘.hihs Sesame Street for +he
millionth +ime +a&a?1, T realized T have GOT 4o

srl' m?? own television set.

That +}\.'h3 Br}tce Anderson did with +the outdoor
restavrant rea"y got me +hihkih3. TF ke can milk
?mPle in the hei_ajhbcr‘hm& for a muPle hundred
dollars, wh;y cant 17

So T had a brilliant idea: what about a Haunted
House? The timing is ?EI""FE!:‘l‘ because Halloween is
emr.ﬂy one week away.
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Rowle}( %ouslﬁ it was a ?reH}t smd idea, too, so
he asked his dad if we could set one vp in his
basement. Rowlefs dad said it was o.k. as |ohs as
were done and cleaned vp b?r 5:00 +arid.?l.

So we sPth‘l' most of the :ln?f corrihs up with an

AweSome Pld.h

HALL OF
L0520 ;;5 o frotTom.
L
43 gan,
ENTRANCE
@ @
D% @ «
@ @ "*MAZE OF
‘, 1,000
KNIFE SKULLS
ALLE -,,,.::1- -
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Before we uc-l‘uully got started setting vp the
Haunted House, we made a -ﬂy&r and ?us-l'ac]; it all
over the harshburhood

HAUNTED
JNBUSE

) WITH LIVE
-? . SHARKS!

3:00 +a&o.?! ONLY

32 SURREY STREET
@ ADMISSION : 50¢ N
We may have oversold i+ a litHe bit with +he shark
+’.‘1in3, but T ﬁgur&d since this was “one &a}r ahl‘)t,"

we heeded 1o do sami'}ﬁfhs extra to get PeaPle i
+he door.
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B)/ the time we put all the ﬂyers up and got back
to Rowle}:'s basement, i+ was ulraa&?! 2:00. There
wash + ehaus}\ +ime to follow our ar.‘SFhal ?Iuh , 50

we had to cut some corners.

When 3:00 rolled around we looked outside of
Rawle?fs sliding glass window, and believe it or
not, there were a whole bunch of heighbor}wo&
kids waiting in line. The original price on the
-ﬂyers sm'd 50 cents s but row -ﬂ-\d.-l' I Sdw how
many kids there were, T switched the price to
$1.50 and jus-l‘ told the kids there was a -i?l?o.
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T 'Fn'sura& T made us 20 extra bucks with that

move dlone.

The first kid -l‘hrouﬂk the door was Shane
Smedley. He started to make his way -I‘hroush the
Hall of Screams, which was Just the Jeffersons’
Suasi‘ ba& w-’-l‘h a hn\r;( Hua s‘hea-l' -I'hrowh over it.

E.wr?"ﬂ'ﬁha was 3::-51'13 ncwrdihs ‘o ?Iuh until
Shane JUS‘}’ sort of shut down &-’rec-ﬂf under the
center of the bed and started swkihs his thumb

and ernP trihs.
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We tried to get him to crawl 'H'\rmgh to the
o-ﬂqar Eh&, but ’he wouldn+ budse. A-F'h!t" about 10
minutes of this, T started -I‘Hhk.'hs of all the
mhay we were losing with this kid cloﬂsihﬂ vp +he
Hall of Screams.

We +tried poking him with a broomstick, but that
didnt move him, either. ﬁhnll?', Rowley had +o g0
get his dad to tell him what was goihg oh, and
Mr. Jefferson called Mr. Sme;}ley.

T+ took another 20 minutes for Mr. Smedla?r to
show up, and b‘y +hat +ime, all our ?at?dhﬂ
customers had s?lH*.

But T had bigser Problens to deal with, because
Mr. Smeclle?f was ro;,'all;/ ticked off at me and
P\owle?f.
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Mr. SMc“E.;( didnt get it that this was a Havnted

House. He -ﬂ-\ousl-\-l‘ -ﬂm-l* we were Ju5+ Pu’tk?hﬂ oh
his kid (who had wet his Puh-l's, 57 the wu?(].

T admit, if you looked around, i+ didn*t reall); look
like a Hauh-ra& House. e ohl;,r 5o+ to finish the
Hall of Screams and the Lake of Blood, which was
Just Rowlafs old 545?' pool with a half a bottle of
ketchup in it. And Mr. Smedley stil wasn't
satisfied even after T showed him the ﬂyﬁr and
+he map with our orisihdl Pld.h.
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We -ﬁhall{ got him to believe us, but he made us

refund Shane's admission fee.

And Mr. Jefferson cancelled the whole Haunted
Housa rFsh-}‘ 'H-.ah n‘nc]; -}‘]here.

The ﬂhl}( sm& news was that Mr. Smtdle7 had
seen "50 cents’ on the flyer and didn+t realize we
were r‘eull;{ chmr‘aihﬂ $1.50. So at least me and
Rawle?( came away with a buck +o sPli-I'.
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Monday, October 25+h
f
Believe i+ or not, Rawlt?t got Srauhdtrl for

?lesh:rc]ay’s Hauh‘]‘e& Hause ca+ds+ra?}-.t. He told
me his parents wanted to teach him a lesson about
what }mPPehs when you “associate Yaursd-lr with
PmPlt of quesi‘fc}hable character,” which T guess

medhns me,

Ah?rway his Puhn‘shmni‘ is that he's not allowed +o
watch +.v. for a week. T felt pre bad for him,
so +r::-hish+, T did a Plny‘—b?‘—Pla}( of a cnuPlr. of

shows over +he Phahe while he hid in his bathroom.

WOW! LOOK AT THE SIZE
OF THAT FLAMETHROWER!Y
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T did m}, best 4o kttP up with what was soihs on
on the sereen, but +o be honest with }(au, T
dont know if 'Rawlr.?f was getting the full effect.

I BET THIS
PART IS
GONNA, BE
FUNNY.

WHUP/ HA HA!
I WAS RIGHT, =
IT WAS
FUNNY.

T have a &al.’hﬂ that were not going to kee?
doiha +his E"H’EY?’ hf&h‘f because about five minutes
into the third show, Rowle?r said he had to ae,
ahd he sounded a litte huﬁ?'.
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Tues&u}r, October 26+h

Mom and Rodrick were reall}( getting into i+
+arﬁ5h+. Rodrick has been H-i"l'ihs up Mom and
Dad for mney for band equipment, and he wants

+hem 4o aive him the mohey ‘H‘xe;{ were planhing on
using to send him to college. Rodrick doesnt want
to go to callzsz because he says his band is geing
to go “all the wa;/.“

Dad S*I'a?(?.& out of
it, becavse Tl bet
+he +\‘-.ou5}w+ of
Rodrick Pd.ckihs

up his drums and
rlrﬁu'iha around the
couh‘]'ry for a
CWPIE of years S

JUS"I’ fine b}( him.
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Mom kep+ pressing Rodrick, askfns him what he
would do if his band didnt make i+ and he needed
mohey for food and shelter. I COULD
SELL MY
But she wouldnt let i+ a0, PLASMA,
ho matter w!\d.-i' he said. _—

Mom asked Hm, 'Wh.ﬁ if é; %

ou lost an arm dhd Cc:-ulc{h]‘l'

?ld drums any more
So Rodrick fished around in his magazine pile and

?ulltd out a ?.'c-h.-rv_ of a one-armed drummer from

some famous band. So T guess he had her there.
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Wednesday, October 2 7+h
Toria)r was Mahh}r"s first &a?f of kindergarten.

Mom decided he had au‘]‘srowh dd.?!cart, so she sc:-i'
him into +he same school T used +o go to as a kid.

T remember m?t first &d.f of kih&ersnr‘l'th. There
was this kid named Quinn who came up to me while

T was ?ln?ffhs with blocks.

DO YOU LIKE
ICE CREAM?

DO YOU

LOVE
ICE CREAM?
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THEN WHY
DON'T YOU

T had never heard that kind of Joka before, and
T guess T took it |i+ara||7.

T had this idea in m}( head that now that T
admitted that T loved ice cream +o this l:;&, T
wads raa"?( going to have +o marry it.

oL ]
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T was reu.ﬂy sweating it out until Mom found out
+that T was upset. She told me how it was a Jal:a
and that Quinn was JUS'l‘ hav.'hﬂ fun at ,-,.?r

realized i+ was a Preﬁ?t sm& Jnke, so T 4ried i+
out on some of the other kids at school. But T

could never do it as soml as Quinn.
YOU'RE GONNA GROW
UP AND MARRY SOME
ICE CREAM!
>
e
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And even 'I‘hough T redlized Quinn was a Jol:ar,
1\& sa-}‘ me d buhd\ more times that Yenr.

LOOK UP LOOK DOWN

LOOK ALL AROUND
YOUR PANTS ARE
FALLING DDWN’

HAR
HAR
HAR/ F

But back o Mnhh Like T said, 'l‘a&n?i was his
first &u}f of k.hdarsur-l‘eh Unfortunatel +ucla}z
was also the km&erﬂar-l‘ehs Halloween ?dt"'l‘;( and

it was not 'I‘h& bes+t w.?' for Muhhy to meet his

hew classmates.




3 T e T T T

T quess Hahh}: must have -I‘o-}‘aﬂy freaked out,
because he climbed up into the coat closet and
wouldnt come down until the teachers called Mom

i -From work .

211,

So Mom and Dad decided -H-\e?'*re going o kae?
'I‘"'luahh?( in &d}f{dfa until next year.
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Thursday, October 28+h

Torla}r after school me and Rowle?t headed down o
+he school o Jn">( to get on t.v. We found out
there was a television crew down there &afhs a

hews feature on Halloween, and we knew we had a
PrrH?t smd shot of getting our faces in front of
the camera. So when the film started rolling, we
got on +he }my ride tractor and hammed i+ up for
the camera. But our plan got sPniled 57 the la&?’

&afhs the re?or"l'.

HEY GET
THOSE CREEPY
KIDS DOWN
OFF OF THERE’

) — r"""'--.

-~
—edF 4141} \.;‘ﬁ‘ff" AN

\IIT]I_4F _'|__
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'ﬂwef hustled vs down off the tractor and
rePld.ctc} us with some ?!ther, cuter kids who Jus*f
did the same exact +1‘1ih3 we did. And guess what?
When T 4urned on +he news +ori5\‘\+ i+ was +the
little kids who made i+ onto the news.

Lah:l}( T have req"?l started 4o notice how T
don't get the same type of attention from
e‘veryaht as T did when T was a yanr or two
younger. T was starting to feel a litHe bummed
out about i+, and T made the mistake of +alkih3
to Dad +o

to lift my spirits.

DAD, WOULD
PEOPLE UM... NOT
CONSIDER ME NECESSARILY...
TO BE A
"CUTE KIDY
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Dad went on to sn?f that T'm th‘l'trihs +he
"A,wkwd.r& Ytd.rs,“ and that +the best advice he
could give me was to not JlE‘]‘ ah‘yborl}( take my
picture from now until Tm17. T was PrrH'f
mitfed about what he said until T ran into
Rodrick at home, and T started ‘l'}\ihkiha that
nnybc Dad’s advice wasn+t so bad after all,

Alh?rwa?f, T learned a lesson from i+. Tf you want
your ego boosted, talk 4o Mom, not Dad.

MOM, WILL I\ /THUAT DEPENDS... HOW
BE RICH
e MUCH DOES THE

PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES MAKE
IN A YEAR?

GROW UP?
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Fr.’cln?', October 29+h

Tohfa’rﬁ' was the ru'sh‘]' Mom Prnrr-fsr.& to take me
and 'Rowle?l +o The Lnb;/rihﬂn, a havnted house
that's run b?z the Junior class at Crossland Hi\gh.

Rawle?t showed up at my house wearing his

Halloween costume from last year, which rea.ll?z
burned me vp- T syeci-ﬁcq"f told him to wear
regular clothes, but of course he didn't listen.

T+ was tmbarrassihs

ehous\‘-. walkihs arouhd
+he htis}wbor}ma& with
Rawley las+ Halloween,

so you can understand
how T was not too
thrilled +o be going to —
The Lnbyrﬂrﬁ'}n with him wedring blue +i3’n+s.
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T 4ried not to let it bother me too much,
ﬂwug}-.. T have never been allowed +o go to
The Lnbyn’rﬁ'}a until this year, and T wasnt
going to let Rc:wlz?! spoil it for me.

The Lnbyrﬂrﬁ'}\ IS run b?« the Junior class at
Crossland Hiﬁh School, and let me Just sy, +heir
haunted house put the one me and Rowlr.?‘ made o

Shdmt .

GOOD
EEEVENINGGG.

ey
O e
T Adm:ss:eh:
L $2 |
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Orce we paid our admission and went inside, it was
ohe serious scare after another. There was alwa?is
someohe jumping out at you dressed up as a
vampire or sone-i'hihs like +hat, and T had 4o use
all my courage Just to keeP moVing forward.

But the scariest ﬂ‘u’hs of all was Chainsaw .Alllr.y,
where +this b-s 32/ in o }wockty mask had o REAL
chainsaw going. odrick told me all about
Chainsaw AHe}( Ytshr&a?(, but T still wasn+
rca&?f for how scary i+ was. Rodrick said the
chainsaw had a rubber blade, but T wasnt about
Yo }mhs around and find out for sure.

RRRRRRRRRRRRR;
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The chainsaw avy chased me and 'Rawlr.?f nto a
tunnel and T was about +o die of -Ifrish-i', when all
of the sudden Mom sﬂPPtrl in and saved our hides.

T was a litHe embarrassed B;( the sitvation, but
+o be honest with you, T was a whole lot more
relieved than embarrassed. Mom made the chainsaw
avy show us a side exit, and that ended our
Labfrih‘]'h experience ris’.'ﬂ' there. T Prn*]'es*l'ed
but T +hink Mom could ell my heart wasnt in it.
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Mom said she was going to write an "ahsr}( letrer”
+o Crossland’s PrfhtfPaL T Just Pm}" she ku?s my

name out of it.

T have a hard et'nush time getting to sleep at
h-'sh'l‘ becauvse of an overactive Emd.s?hu'ﬁoh ) a‘n&
-H-m.'s ex?er.'ehce i5 hot 3"‘-“5 +o Bel?. E.\rer since I
was a little kid, The ﬂwoush-}‘ there was a little
old man |F".I'ih5 under m?? bed. So w’-\eh I turn off
+he 1.’3}1.'!‘, T make sure T dont touch the Srouhd.
Tah?sk-i- T think T landed my bed before the
liﬂh-l' Mmuy went off.
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Friday, October 30+h
!

Tomorrow is Halloween, and as vsval, T dont have

d costume ?JH'.

This morhing T was over at Rowlefjs 1o check out
the costume his dad bauﬂh‘]‘ him. Tts a I"Ea"y
awesome khfsh‘l‘ outfit that is a whole lot cooler
than what he wore last year.

T have never had a s-l'ort—bous’.‘ﬂ' costume and T
have to admit T am a litte jtmlaus.

E.\.rzry ymr T Ju5+ throw snrr-r]'hiha +c:-5t+5ntr at
+he last minute.
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T figure Tl bring back the Toilet Paper Murﬂm;}
costume dsd.ih +his ?lear since T haven+ used i+ for
a while, But ‘l'}wr.?( said i+ nfshi' rain tomorrow
h.‘g}ﬁ, which could be a Problzn.

Somﬂ'ﬁhs Tve noticed is that for +he past few
?m.nrs, growh-ups have been stﬁihs Prti"l?f crnhk}(
over my lame costumes. Tm starting o +think i+
l‘mvihs ah effect on the amount of mh&?f Tm
bringing in.
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So T miah-f want to put a litHe effort into it or
Thm going to come up with a }ml-F-Em?i?' ?Elluwcase,
like T did last year.

WHAT'RE
YOU

SUPPOSED
TO BE?

A COWBOY.

'ﬂ\e main redasoh I‘m hever ?re?ar‘e& w}\eh it comes
to costumes is that T s?e‘n& all my +ime +r}rih5 +o
-i'riﬂure out the most efficient route me and Rawley
should take on Halloween hiﬂh-l'.
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This year T +think Tve come up with the ultimate
Pluh +o hit as "'dh}( houses as ?uss.'ble. But i+s
going to require that we take a shortcut +hr ou&}'\
Snake Road, which Rowla?' s not going to be +hat

+hrilled about.

After T checked out Rowle?"s costume T had to go

to r-.?f Soccer game.

This week it was FREEZING cold again. Mmkay
Credve?t and Manvel Gonzales had the brains o
l)rihs slee?FhS {)uﬂs +o the game.
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’ﬂ-\e?’ l)rcush'l‘ dh extra sleaPihﬂ '1"“3* but of course
Dad said he wanted me +o be red&y to go into the
game. So T sat there on the cold metal bench

turning into a human PDPSHE.

At halftime we all huddled around the coach 4o g0
over Mr. Keith's s-l‘ra-hsy.

Gr&?har.’l;h the coach makes everyohe Join in +he
huddle, even us bench Pla;/ers. But after getting
an aye{ul of Mncke?' and Manvel, he told them -}‘ha?r
were excused to go 1o Mr. Creu\.re?fs car for the
rest of -}‘}\a game.

P
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So T"Iucke?' and Manvel got to sit in a heated SWY
while T sat on the bench s}-\.ﬂ‘.’hﬂ from one butt
cheek to the other +o l:ee? one side from Se-l'-}‘;'hs

+00 humb. 8 8 3 2 )

Ah& 'I_ kinow for a FACT -H-m-l‘ -}‘he Cr&ways kr.we
a +.v. in their SUV; with a video game hooku? and

a ton of smd:s.
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Sunday, October 31st - Halloween
!

About an hour before we were suP?nSE& +o head
out for trick or treating +ohfs1'1+; T still didn%
have a costume. At that point T was Striausly

cahsirlzrihs br‘zakihs out my Cawbo}( outfit,

But then Mom knocked on my door and handed me
d s*l'nrr:—bauahﬁ' Pirate costume, with an tft ?ah’n
and fake mustache and even a cool rubber hook.

i

T didnt know what made Mom think o go ovt and
b”}' me a costume, but T was glad she did. And
with the costume out of the wa;( , T was able to use

de +ime to kea? .'mProVIha m;l ?ld.h to score as nutl'\

c_d.hd;f as Pussible.
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Rawlt?t showed up at about 6:30 wedring his
Khis}d' costume, but it was Prd.c‘]'fcall
uhrtcoshiz.able. P\owlty’s Mom is real big on
Halloween Sa{:t‘i?u so she had cut out a huse
opening in the front of the helmet so he could see
better. Plus, she made him wear his scarf and his

winter coat, which was covered in reflective +d|?t.

L]

So once aaaih, T was embarrassed 4o be seen with

Rawlt?z on Halloween.
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So T said Smdb}ﬂ: +o Mom, and me and P\owlc?'
started o leave. But Mom s*h:u??e& us before we
could get out +he door.

I WANT YOU TO
TAKE MANNY

T should have known there was a cateh when Mom

gave me that costume.

But if she ‘I‘housh-l‘ T was 5“';“5 +o let Mnhhy
slow us down tonight dressed up as my Pirate
Hwin, SH: was r.rnz?r.
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T +old Mom +here was no way we could +ake Mdhh}f
with us, because we were Safhs to h’)f +o hit 152
houses in three hours. Plus, T +old her we were
sofhs to take a shorteut %roush Shake Rm.cl,
which was too &anatrous for a litHe kid like T“lm.hh?t_

5“}';“3 that last part was a mistake. Mom knows
that Snake Road is where all +he older kids }mhs
out to smoke. And the next +’nih3 T knew, she
was telling Dad he had +o come along with us o
make sure we didnt step foot in that ?d.ri' of the
hﬂshbar‘hoa&.

Dad wasnt real haPP:/ about all +his, because he
Just wahted +o hide out in the bushes all hisl‘rl'
and soak the teenagers walkfhs bf with a trash
can full of water.
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Dad tried +to protest, but Mom didnt want 4o
hear i+. A,h& so the four of us were stuck +rick-

or—+rta+ih5 +a5t+}w er. .

T 4ried to convince Dad o let me and P\cwh?r 9o
off on our owh , but Dad knew that would Pu‘l’ }\Qn
oh Shdk?' Sr‘ouh& wi‘l'}'\ Mom.

Before we even 5-::-1' to our first house, we ran into
Mr. Mitchell and his kid J.ETEN?(, who is Mdhh}fjs
age. So h:rl'ur‘:all;,! H‘\e?' +n53e& uloh5 with us.
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And ?’ou can see how it went from Ju5+ me and
Rawlt?t +o a whole group of Pm?le in less than a

minute.

Mr. Mitchell is PrrH?f lesehriar?! in the
hﬁshbar}ma& because he is a }wﬂc blabbermouth,
and +he ohl?l ‘I'Hhs he talks about is himself. Dad

tried 4o be a smrl s?oﬁ and have a conversation

with Hm, but somehow the +o?fc alwnys sr.ﬂ' back
+o Mr. Mitchell,

THAT REMINDS ME OF
THE MOST AMAZING
THING THAT
HAPPENED TO ME/
BLAH BLAH BLAH BLAH.

THE MOST

AMAZING THING
HAPPENED TO ME
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And to make matters worse, every +ime Mr.
Mitchell talked, he s+o?Pt& wakiha. So in the
first hour, we had ﬂhl?‘ gone o seven houses.
Mdhh?! and Jerm?f wouldnt even go vp to +he
front door of most ’nausr.s, because some of +he
Pdreh-i's giving out cahdy were wedring sca.ry
costumes like werewolf masks or fake scars. And
when we got to Mr. Na.s’niha-fah’s house, Dad
took a look at Mr. wdS’nihs‘fﬂhJS crazy teeth and
cnrr-?'limehﬂrl him on them.

THOSE TEETH ARE
HILARIOUS/
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Mr. ‘hr\lns’.‘xihsi'nh Just slammed +he door without
sivihs out dh)l -:.ah&?!, which took Dad b}l SUT'?T'iSE.

T would have told him +hat those were Mr.
an}'\fhsi'ah's ACTUAL +eeth, and not some
Halloween prop, but T knew i+ would Just slow us

dﬂ\vh eveh more,

E.\reh*l'unll?u Dad got fed vp with Mr. Mitchell's
}mkk"h.ﬁ’ and Dad decided 4o head home with

T“lnhh?e.

Luck.‘l?/, Dad -Farsa+ all about Moms warhing to
stick with us, because when he went home, me and

Rowltf took off.
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‘nle ac+ua||?f had a PrrH?i saa& run until Rowlle?'
told me he raa"}( needed to aet fo a bathroom. T
made him hold out for another 45 minutes, but by
the +ime we scﬂ' to Gramma's hause, it was Prt‘H'?(
clear he couldnt make i+ any further.

So T +old Rc:-wley +hat f he wasnt back outside
in two minutes, L was |td.\r|'h3 without him.
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Well, P\owlty was NOT out in 4wo minutes, and he
was not even out in 20 minutes. He -Iriha"y came
out after 35 minutes. T4 turns out he couldnt
ffsurt out how 4o get out of his 'Ikhis}ﬂ' bel+" and
had +o get my Gramma to hth him.

T +ell yuu, i T had 4o choose between going to
the bathroom in my Halloween costume and !.‘m"fihg
r'-)/ friend’s Srthlmi'htr undress me, T'd choose
c:-?‘]'ioh "A" t‘u’tr}' +ime.

And o my credit, T didn+t ditch Rowh'.}(, even
ﬂwus}-. he deserved it.

But when Rowley finds himself +hree Butter-
ffhstrs ahd about 10 Pncks of Smarties short at
the end of the hi&’.‘ﬁ', let's Just say T was ‘|’f>(ih3
to make vp for the cd.hrly he cost me.
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After that, we hit another 30 houses or so and
decided to call i+ a hisl‘ﬂ'.

The way you can tell when ?n::ur Halloween is over
is when ?eoPlt start s!nuwiha up at +he door in
their pajamas giving yov clur‘i?/ looks.

So we headed homt, couh‘l’ihs up our c:i.hd?( and
']'a.lk.'hfj aout how it turned out to be a PFE‘H'T
509& hish‘h even after a roufjh start.
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Then out of nowhere, this PickuP truck comes
roaring down the street with a bunch of Hs’n
school kids in it. 'ﬂwc}' must have had a fire
trl'ihsuishtr or samt*i'hihs, because +he next +Hhs
T knew, there was a stream of water headed
ria\‘\‘l' at us.

But Rawltf +o+a||?f saved us and our cahri:,( from
aetting wet with his shield. T dont know if i+
was qufck +5nihkih3 or Jus+ ah avtomatic reaction,

but T was PrtH}' fnPrtsszé.
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When +he teenagers drove away, T y‘tlle& out
after them, which md.?? have been a mistake.

WERE
CALLING

The 4ruck came 1o a Strttt!.'\ihs stop and then
+urned around, and T knew we were doomed. We cut
across the neighborhood as fast as we could, but
+hose guys s-l*npted r.'\cjiﬁ oh our tails the whole time.

We headed s+ru.'3!n+ for Collin's house, where T
was Bonhs we would be safe.
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e got to Collins front door r551n+ as the truck
was closing ih oh us. Collins parents were at a
Pnr*i'}(, bot Rawlt?t knew Collin's Bab?!sfﬁer, who
le+ us inside. Collin was qslte? upstairs, so me and
Rawlt?t Just went into the den and ktP-f ah eye
on the +ruck; which was ?ar‘kt& under a street
lis’.ﬁ' outside. T tried to make the teenagers go
awd.?!, but -l"m:}( wouldn + budgt.

WELL, I GUESS NOW
THAT WE'RE SAFE IN
OUR OWN HOUSE,
YOU CANT GET US/
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After a while, we realized +hose auys weren+
going nh?rw’ntre, so we decided we were goihg to
have +o sPthrl +he hisH' at Collins. And once we
made that decision, we got a li+te bit r.ar.k?l.

T started mkihs mhkey noises out the window
+o taunt the su?ls in the truck. And for some
reason, Rawley made owl sounds, but T guess it

was the same sehtrd.l idea.

OOH OOH/
EEE EEE/
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Rawle?z called his parents to say he was 5+"‘}’fh3
over at Collins, and T called Mom +o +ell her +he
same ‘l'}wihs. But when Mom answered +he P}mht,
she was FURIOUS, 5"'}”;“5 we were out two hours
Pns+ curfew. She said T had +o come home r'ia’rﬁ
+his instant, or T would be srauhcle& for a
month.

Now T knew T was in REAL +rovble. The +ruck
was nowhere 1o be seen, but T knew +hose su?fs
were Juﬁ‘ +r?'fh5 to draw us out.

T +old Rowltf we were going ‘o have o make a
run for i+. He said there was no way he was going
to g0 back out +’nere, and he was Jus+ going to
sleep over at Collins. But T gave him this 5[3
s?eec}\ about -Frizhris}\iP and la?mli?!, and b?t +he
+ime T was done, he was ?rncﬁca."?f cr?lfhs.
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So Rc:-wley aarttd to go with me. We shuck out
the back door and started 4o head home, era}(ihs
out of the street lisi.‘ﬁs. T knew the oh|}( place
+he +eeha5£rs wouldn+ P.x?ed' us Yo 90 was oh

their turf - Snake Road.

There are no lights at all on Snake Road, which
makes it extra s?mk?f. Em:r?f time we heard a car

cnnfhs, we dove in the bushes and waited for i+ +o

N W
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T couldnt believe it, but we made it all the way
down Snhake Road without 5e++fh3 r.qus}ﬂ'.

We were s+ill reu.ll?x Pammid all +he wd.?! home,
and we didnt let our suarrl down until the moment
we set foot in n}( rlr.“u'tway.

But r.‘s\‘ﬁ then, T heard a horrible scream and

Saw d sfath wave of water ccnrr-fhs towards us.
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Man, T Faran-t' ALL about Dad, and T 'l'a'l'a.ll?e
Pm’d the ?n'u: for it.
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T'm sure there’s a lesson T should learn about
+orﬁ3}1+, but T'm not sure T T'td."?' care what
it is.

All T know for sure is that wet Pixie Sticks

+aste almost Emt‘H?f the same as construction

Pd? er.
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Monday, November 1st+
!

Toria}t on the bus ride to school T saw that
Collins house aot +oile+ PaPere:l las+ hish‘]', which

T guess was no big surprise.

A+ school +n&d.;y T found out we have a test on

state cd.'FHals tomorrow.

T have to say, Tve been 1mkih5 forward +o

this one for a |ohs +ime.
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T sit wd.?f in the back of +he room, rfs}ﬁ' next to
this giant map of the United States, and all +he
state caPH'd.'ls are in ﬁfs red Prirﬂ'.

So The so-f +his one in the bns.

And tonight, T made a deal with Mom that if T
get a 100% on my Social Studies tes+, she'll +ake
me out to Pizza Hu+ fomorrow. O?Pori'uhi‘l'fts like
this dont come along that often, so T -Irisure T4
better milk +his one for all it's worth.
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Tues&w , November 2nd

Next fime T'm walking by Patty Farrell in the
Edllwar, T need 4o remember 4o stick out m;l foot
and +r'|'P her.

Ta&n?', we were rtnc{f to start +d.kih5 our state
capitals test, when all of the sudden 'Pa++?l
PiPts up from the front row.

TEACHER/
TEACHER!/

A1 -1
She 4old Mr. Beardo, our Social Studies teacher,
that there was a map of the United States on
+the wall and that he should cover i+ up with some
poster board before the test started.
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So there went rr-)r Ptr-i:tc-f score.

Last hE5h+ T Jus+ watched t.v. and didnt s-h.-.:];?/
at ALL, d.h& 50 I 3°+ a zero out of 50 on -H-\e
test.

And what'’s re:aﬂ}a sad is, T don+t even think T
got +he mPH‘ul of my owh state rFS]h-h
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Wednesday, November 3rd

E.\rr.ry' once in a while T wonder what my life
would be like if T Kad a bionic hand or a bionic E?'E
or sc:mtﬂ‘ﬁhs like +hat.

T was ﬂwfhkihs that if T had a bionic t}/t, T
could Pu'll all sorts of wacky‘ tricks on n?! friends.

ﬁ@/c’ REAL

But even better than that, BIONIC EIE
a bionic :-,?rg could }._EIF me get EYE

better srades in school. On > O ©
the firs+ &d?e of class, T4 aim S

r-\?( bionic E7’E down like this:
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Then T4 go vp to my teacher and say, “Listen,
T Just wanted to tell you T have a bionic 2/& ahd
i*'s not Pronrlly nd\jush:rl. So dont think T'm
looking at other kids papers.”

OKEE DOKE THANKS
FOR TELLING ME.

Then, rfs’rﬁ before a test, Td aim rr-}( bionic E}(E
down at M)f OWN paper and T'd look at some
Brnih?( kid's paper with my REAL eye.
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T could copy nwn?t." And the teacher would be +oo
dumb to notice.

THAT POCR
BIONIC EYE
KID.

Uh-Far‘i'uhai'el}z, T do not have a bionic eye. But if
T did, md?(bt T wouldnt have failed +hat Social
Studies test yts-ker&aly, and +nhi3h+ T would have
hdd d ?e?Par‘nhi P.’u:& ihSi‘en& o-F medt |ud.1f -Fm"

&ihhtr‘.
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%urs&u.}t, No?embar L}-ﬂ-\

Torla}r after school Mom sent me and Rodrick over
to Grammas to rake her leaves. The deal was +hat
Gramma would give us three dollars for every bas

of leaves we bdﬂﬂtd" Plus hot chocolate
afterwards.

T+ usw.ll?! doesnt work out when me and Rodrick
work +ost+’ntr, and T ‘l'}woua}d' Jrr::-:la}' would be
+he same wdu?h About 10 minutes into the JobJ
Rodrick came over +o my side of the ?ta.r'& and told
me T was :ioihs +1'1.ih35 all wrohg,. \\\J I/"

L/
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But Rodrick showed me how T was ?uHihs WAY

‘o0 many leaves in a sfhalt bnS, and that f T
Just t+ied +he bqa closer to the bottom, T could

get a lot more bass done in an hour.

NN Y

'ﬂ-.m
-

He also showed me how dr}r leaves fluffed up 4 bns

a lot more than wet leaves. And sure ehouah, he
wds r.'sun'h We went +hruu5}1. snr{}nat {:-455 ke
mbud;tls business. See ; now 'THIS is the k-’hd of
big brother advice T wish T got from Rodrick

more often.
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We went ﬁraus’.‘l +he bnss so fast that we
m:*l'uuﬂ?' ran out within a half an hour.

Gramma Pm’d us our mom?l - but she sent us lnomt
without our hot chocolate. Which reall?e stunk,

because as far as T'm concerned, a deal’s a deal.



13 T e T T T

Fr.’cln?', November 51‘}1
Well, i+ didn+ +ake lahs for Rodrick +o move back
down to the bottom of my lis+.

Tohfsh-f atter soccer Prac‘]'ict; T was wai‘]‘ihs
around for Dad 4o come and Pick me up- T+ was
PrrH}l cold out, so T was laakihs forward to
er'ihS in Dad’s +od.s+)( car. But Rodrick showed
up instead, 45 minutes late. A?P“rmﬂ}' Dad +old
Rodrick he has +o Pick me up from soccer Pmd'ice

{I"Clrﬂ now on.
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Rodrick has one of +hose half-car half-4ruck ‘l'l‘ﬁhss,
and whenever he takes me ah.}mhm:, he nlwa?:s makes

me sit in the back. 'ﬂ‘m‘]:s because Rodrick’s s+uPirl
friend Ward alwa.?ts rides with him wherever he goes,

and the passenger seat is hever free.

To give you an idea of what Ward is like, he's +he
kind of avy who believes Pro&ssioml wresting is

f—ﬁ’ And you dont want to tell

> him the +ruth, because ?'ou
would Probublf take away his

real,

only reason to live.

He a|w:s?(s comes to Rodrick’s band Prnch’ces gven
+hou3}1 he doesn+ sing or ?Ia;,r any instruments. T
quess he's like a roadie, except that the band never
goes dh?zw}xer‘e. So Ward doesnt renll?z have a

function.
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So T 301‘ to freeze to death in the back of
Rodrick’s car, with his music blnr.‘hs in my ears.

And T +hink Rodrick took the 1ah5 way home

onh purpose, but T cant say for sure, because my
eyelicls were frozen shut.

T G

When we got home T wm?luihe& to Mom. But
sha 5::?& wha'}‘ sha n|wu}(s sa.?'s, wh.’ch is that
when Rodrick has a "Suas-h“ T Kave +o be ?olH‘e
and sit in the back.
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Saturday, November 6+h
[
T -Fc-rsc-+ to mention this btfrarr., but m?f hew

Pasi+foh oh +he Soccer team S bdcku? smlie.

T+5 all because of a genius move T made a few

&d.?ts 4go. T noticed +hat Tan, the real goalie,
never has to run laps or do push ups or any of
the other +hih55 the rest of us chwnPs have +o
do. He Just goes to the other end of the field

and practices with the assistant coach, Mr,

Lorr)t.

So T asked Mr. Keith if T could be +he teams

bd.cku? sonlie. He Just shorted at me, which T
+ook as a ' Yes.

So Tve been down at the other end of the field
with Tan and Mr. Lor'r‘)t for the past few da}'s.
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Neither one of them rtd“?‘ pays any attention to
me, which is ?erfec+|}/ fire. T4 sﬂfts me a chanhce
to just relax and ?147 in the anthills down around
+he corner of +he ?Ehdl‘]‘)l box.

And ‘fodd?(; at my first game as the Laﬁku? Sanlie,
T found out there are a cou?la more ddvnhhses.
For one, there is no real official goalie uniform, so
:YDU cdh Pr‘eﬂ?{ rw:}x wear w}m—l‘ever ya-u waht. I
Pu‘i‘ on about ‘i‘}\r‘tt 'F:iir‘ s of |ah5 Johhs and two
ru357 shirts, and +that k.-.?+ me hice and warm for
+the whole game.
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But the best thing about not being in a regular
uhiform is that Mr. Keith can+t put you in with
the other bench Pld?(tf's when ‘]‘ht}f need & human
shield 4o block chaH?f kicks.

CREAVEY!
GONZALES/

So T'm Frﬁ-ly Pruu& of m?(sal-lf for this one.

After the game, Dad s+o??ed at Wal Mart. He
l:oush“? a boorm box, which was real strange,
because Dad doesnt like any kind of music, as far
as T can +ell.
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When we got home, our rlrﬂftwny was full of
+eehdstrs Mhsihs out |is+thih3 to Rodrick’s bd.h:l,
as usval, Dad Jusi' buzzed Pasi' them and headed

nside.

But a few minutes later, Dad Prcu??ec} opeh a
window and put his new boom box on the 1&:13&,
Hu.rfhs classical music. And ynu would not

BELIEVE how fast our c’:r‘fvewa;/ cleared out.
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T +hink Dad was even more Prnud of Nis Plah to
3=+ rid of the -i'erthdsers than T was of m?l
bncku? sonlie idea.

Mom was PrrH?t mad at Dad for getting rid of
Rodrick’s “fans,” but Dad Pln{ved dumb.

WHAT, I CAN'T
ENJOY MY
MUSIC TOO?
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Sunday, November 7+h
Tﬂ&dy‘ T was invited o this kid C}wiras’s going-
away ?d.'l"‘l?’. His {amily is getting remi:/ to move

across the couh‘i'r}f, so L guess his Fnrmi-s wanted

to si\re him a chance +o snf sm&b?le 1o his friends.

To be honest with yau, T was sur?risz& T got
invited. Tve been in C’nird.s*s srd.dt for the ?nﬁ'
Six years, but T havent d.lwny‘s been so great to
him. Back in the fourth 5”&&, me and Ben used
+o talk real quiet around him to make him think

he was losing his hearihs.

&Y CREG., DID YO
HAFPER TO CATCH
THAT FOOTBALL GAME
LAST MIGHT?
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Ah?rwa?(, T was slmrl T got invited. C’.‘\irnsls
Pdul"th'i's rented a moon bounce and a cotton cand
machine, and there were somtJr’nihS like five

different kinds of cake.

But the best part of all was +he ?arer favors
‘]‘ht}' gave o each kid 4o take home. M}’ ba.s had a
bunch of cnh&y, a ‘N’.‘mo?zt cushion, x-ray goggles,
and even a VIDEO game, 50 his folks must have
sPeh-l' a fortune.

Serfwsl).(, #+ T had known Onird.s was loaded, T
would have buddied up to hir years ago.

When T aot home, T went 4o the -anil?z room to
Pln).( my new Video game, but T was in for a hasi'?/

surPru‘sz.
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Mom had bous}ﬁ Mahh?‘ a whole bunch of
educational video games, and he was ?l'd'}”;hs one of

them when T walked in.

Mom said that from now on, T was going o have
to share my video game S?‘S'ftm with Mdhh}(.
Thats like telling Rodrick he has to “share” his
underwear with me. Th d.h?‘ case, Tm soihs +to

have to -Irisur'r. out a wq/y around this new crisis.

WHAT NUMBER
COMES AFTER
TWO AND RHYMES
WITH “TREE?"
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Dad wasnt home for dinner -}‘ah.ish-}‘ because he
was at a Town Council meeting. T 'H'\n:-us}ri* it was
Pre-HP( s+rnh3a -H-m-l' he went, because ha hever
showed nh?f interest in that kind of -I‘Hhﬂ before.

But -H-xeh I {wh& out -H'm reason. A'l‘ 'H'\E
meeting, Dad ?ra\_aasecl that the town install
litte s?eukers all over the ?ubch areas and Pln}z

classical music +o make the town more "Paaceful.“

MM

T dont know if the Town Council members cnugh‘f
on to the fact that Dad was #fiha to drive all
+he ﬂEhnSEI"S out of the area ; but ‘H‘\E?' voted
down his rtciuast \r-]}ﬁch 3 300&, becavse T dont
need to be known as the kid whose Dad got
Muzak Pi?td into the whole town.
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Monday, November 8th

Torla}r after school h.obod?‘ was home. So T knew
i+ was the PET‘FE("]‘ oPPaH'urﬁ?z +o raid Rodrick’s

room.

Rodrick has +wo Juhk drawers stuffed with all
sorts of fn+err.s+.‘h3 ‘|+\fh3$, so T ao ‘l'}nraus’n
them th chance T 3£+.

Rodrick has tons of stuff T cant usuall?l get
access to: rock and roll magazines, x-ray Sasalesj
lisl‘rftrsi you hame 4. T could s+a>/ busy for Kours

down there.
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There are a few of +Hh3$ Rodrick has in his room
+hat are a camPlt‘]'e n(sﬂry to me. For ohe, he
has one of +hose ktyt ain Piﬁurt ‘l'}wfhss from the
beach, and he's s+ah:|ih3 hext o some +a+q||||y
beavtiful girl Tve never met before.

Th ?re-H?l Sood at clruwihs, but believe me, my
Pic-i-ura doesnt do that SEH Justice.

T hohes-ﬂ}( dont know how Rodrick Pullad +that
one off, because he's never had a Sirlfr.'eh& that
T krow about. And T cant ask him about it
because then he'd know T've been r.'ﬂ?hs around in

his room.
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Whenever P\owley is over, 1 d‘\ﬂfgt Nim a dollar
+o look at the l:afch:a?h picture for 30 seconds.
But T have 4o hold it, because P\owle7 gets all

There's another h?’S'l‘Ef?’ T wasnt able 4o #Sure
out until receh'H?'. Rodrick has a bunch of little
le?s of paper in his top drawer that look like

+his:
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T overheard Rodrick and Ward +a|kih5 about
+hose li+tle sli?s of paper +the other &u)l on the

n'.:];e }uome from soccer ?ru-:'l‘.'ce.

ﬂ-\e}e came up with the "#1" idea as a ﬂimnicl: to
impress Sirls. Their ?lah is that if a SFrl ever asks
one of them for their number at a ?ar-f?r, -H-\e?z“
"""'}";P out one of these sh?s of paper.

T dont know if their ?ld.h is going to work or
hot. Dut if i+ Joas, T make sure 4o SWFPe a few
of those +Hhss for me and Rowla?'.
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Rodrick also has all these CDs that have the
“Parental A&v?sary“ sticker on them, and Mom
and Dad wont let me listen to them. Tn fact,
Mom woh+ even let me look at the pictures on the
CD sleeves.

So T did sana-}‘hihﬂ -I'o-l'ullf n'sky +acln}e. T
“borrowed” one of Rodrick’s CDs from his CD

tower.
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T reﬂm:ecl +the CD in the case with one of
T"'lnhh;,fs Sesame Street CDs, so if Rodrick finds
out his CD is missing, at least hell suspect the

WT’GHS ?arsoh.

M}( Walkman is broken, so T called up Rowle;/ and
+old him +o br?hﬂ his Dad’s Walkman to school

tomorrow.

P\owley sounded Pra-H')f uheasy about it, but he
-FFhu.H?t d.srea&. So it sounds like we've got a ?ldh.
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Tues&u?r, November 9+h

Well, my plans to listen o Rodrick’s music +c»dn}.t
got sPoﬂth b?l Rowle;/. Rowley dtﬂd"}( 5rw51'\+ his
dad’s Walkman o school like T asked, but it didnt
have any batteries in it. You know, sometimes T

think +hat boy has no brains in his head.

So there we were at recess with a Walkman and a
CD, but ro way to listen to i+. T came up with
+his idea for a gare to pass the +ime. The ob Jr.d'
was that you had +o put on +he htn&Phohzs and
shake them off ?!our head without usihg ?!our
hands. And the winner was whoever could do it in
the shortest amount Imf time.,
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Rawlt?t got the record in the +hird round b‘)t
s}mkihs the hmdPhoms loose in efs}ﬁ' seconds.

But T beat +hat time on r-y 'u'try next +r7 with a

time of four and a half seconds. Tm ‘PI"E‘H{‘ sure
T shook some {-'illfnss out of y teeth on that

one.

But Mrs. Crais, +he recess monitor, caush‘f s
red-handed with the Walkman n‘SH' in the middle
of our game.

There’s a rule that fw’r‘e not allowed +o have
mUSIC Pla?lzrs at school, so T knew we were

cooked. Mrs. Crm’s hauled me and Rawltf down to
her office +o give us a saad Jralkihs to.
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T +think she had +he wronhg idea about what we
were c]aihs out +}wzr¢:; because she started sivfhs
us this bis lecture about how rock and roll is going

4o ruin our brains.

T don*t think she realized we weren+t dd‘unll}g
|.is+ehih3 to music. But T kinow how teachers are,
and T knew she wouldnt want to hear any
gxcuses, ho matter how valid ‘H‘.E?‘ were. So I Jus-l‘
looked down like T was ashamed and said, “Yes

Maam, and that seemed to calm her down.
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Th fact, i+ worked so well +hat Mrs. Crd.ig let us
g0 without dh}” Puhis}xmhi' at all. T was reall
relieved, because i+ seemed like she was about five

seconds from call.‘hs our Parehﬂ.

But Just as T was wu.lkiha out the door, Rowlzy
starts Hubbtrihs +o Mrs. Crnis about how he
doesnt want to ruin his “brains.”

T+ was a litte more than T could take. 'P\Es}ﬁ'
about the time that Mrs. Cr‘dia was husaiha
RDWIE?( and ‘I't“ihs Hm it was Suihs +o be c:-.i!.., I
5|E??td out the door as ciu.'e-H},f as T could.
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Wednesday, November 10+h

Tonight, T realized that if T didn't listen o
Rodrick's CD sooh, he was saihs to notice i+ was
missing. So T decided i+ was time to take drastic

action.

T waited until E‘u’tr'}(nhe went to bed, then T
shuck downstairs and Pqu the CD in +he {-'nmill)r

room stereo.

T ?u+ Rodrick's hza&P’nahts on, cranked up +he
Volume reall}z Hslﬁ, then hit "Fln)f.“

TERL

=
-

Ay
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‘Well, Just from the first few words of +he first
sohg, T could see w}-.?l the Parents’ A:lvfsar?/ label
was on there, But T ahlf got to hear about 10
more seconds before T was 5+QPPE& cold.

y §e 9

Any
T+ turns ovt T didnt have the Bﬂndfihﬂhts
Pluaﬂed in to the stereo. So the music T was
Bann'ha was nc'h-u.lly cor—Jha +}wrou3h +he s?v_u.kersJ
not the Bead?hohes.

And uhfur-l’unn-tel)r for me, that meant e\rerfohe

else in the house was henr.’hg the music, too.
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Ba}(; T have never seen Dad so mad. T don+

know if he was more mad that T was |fs+ehihs +o
Rodrick’s music or that T had woken him up.

Dad marched me up o m?t room and shut +he door
behind him.

LET'S YOU AND
ME HAVE A TALK,

FRIEND.
JL/'\-/'Uy\JxF

5

s
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\Whenever Dad uses the word “friend” like that,

you know ?mu’rc rmﬂ?a in trouble.

T used o not understand +that Dad was Just

bcihs sarcastic when he said “friend.’

T remember the first +ime he said “friend’ like
that, and T +o+a.11?f let my sual.r& down.

FRIEND GOOD

T Jah*-} make that mistake uhfmore.
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So +ahf5¥\+ Dad fr.lltd at me for about ten minutes,
and then T guess he decided hed rather be in bed

+han s+nhdih5 n my room haller.‘ns at me.

He told me T was srauh&td for a week from
Pl'“f;hﬁ video games, which is about what T
tx?tchd. T4 Dad doesn+t toss sar-ei‘hihs at you
right away, it's pretty much guaranteed that it's
going o be t+he Srauhdtd-fr'om—wf&m— games 1".‘14'!*\3.

The thing that really stinks is that T wasn't
thinking that tomorrow is a school ’nali&d.?e.

So if had Just waited 12 hours, T could have
listened o Rodrick's CD while Mom and Dad were

at work.
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Thursday, November 11+h
Well, Tm srouh&ed from using my video game

sys*htm agdih, which alwa;/s means the same +}wfh3:
time Yo start hahsihﬂ out at Collins, So T
sa‘l'}ﬁzre& up all my games ahd headed down +o
Collin’s house +his morning,

The ahly PraHtm with going over o Collin’s these
&d.?!s is that his dad started wurkiha at home,

which is r'r.a"?' ahha?(fhsr Whenever T come bf with
a video game, he looks i+ up oh some Parthi's’ site
on the internet where they list all the bad things
that thPm in the game. And most of m}( games
dont 5&‘]‘ b)’ him.
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But +o-:1n)r 1 got smart. T put all m?t game discs
in Manny's educational game cases, so getting b?!
Collin's j;d was ho sweat.

When Dad 591‘ home from work +ohi5}w+, he was in
a soa& mood, which was a relief. T'm counting oh
Pad 4o {orsr]' about the video game ban within a
cnu?h of cln?ts. He's not soa& at I‘Emtm{‘?tf‘fhs
Puhishmeh*l's or even the +Hh35 ?h::-u did wrong to
srl' ?uhishtd in the first ?lace. Thats w’nf Tm
sla& Dad cauﬁ}ﬁ' e Hsﬂhfhs +o Rodrick’s music,
and hot Mom.
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When i+ comes o that sort of ‘H\ihs, Mom has a
memory like an tltPhdht T got remnded of that
fact when T came home from Collin’s +o:la}(, after
cutting H'\TOUS}\ the Snzc{lt?z’s back :/ar&.

THAT'S THE SECOND (FIRST
TIME YOU'VE TIME: SIX
TRACKED MUD IN YEARS AGO)
r

THE KITCHEN

)i

Even ﬁuu‘gh T was out of the woods with Dad,
Mom was s+ill ?re-Hy hot at me for &-'Sob&fihﬂ her
and ||'s+eh|'h5 to Rodrick's CDs.
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So on +c:-P of the video game ban, T -ﬁsur‘ed she
rm'sh‘]' throw in saneﬁ'}xihs a litte extra to make
sure L learned my lesson.

And sure tmusin, Mom came into my room +nhis}w+
l‘mldiha a bn’s}d' green 'ﬂ?’tf‘ from school, which T
recashiu& rfsh‘f away. T+ was a casting call for
+he PI“}’ “The Wizard of Oz," which ‘I'hr.}( are

going to do at my school,

At first, T ﬂ'mus}ﬁ Mom was going to tell me T
was going to have to be in the Pld.?t, which believe
me, would have REALLY made me learn my lesson
about rlfsabeyihs her.

But then after a bis sPcr.th, Mom told me T was
NOT allowed 4o be in the PI"‘}" T couldnt believe

r'-yl luck.
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And T have 4o admi+, T ?Ia}rerl it Ptrftcﬂ?(. T
started bessihs to be in the ?la?l, but Mom was
firm about her decision.

So now, E‘u’tt’}(ﬂht Was 1'14??7. T didnt have 1o be
in a sﬂPf& ?ld}" Mom was satisfied T learned my
lesson, and Dad had moved past +he whole +\Hih5.

But T +hink T should have hid my Ja?f a litHe
better, or at least waited a little longer to do it
Becavse after Mom left my room, T kind of let

loose.
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—

When T noticed Mom s+nh&ih5 in my :loarwn)t, T
tried to switch gears back +o "sad” m&t, but she
wash + bu?(fhs it.

She 4old me +hat she had t‘.}‘mhsl’.& her mind, and
now L HAVE 4o be in the Pldf' And no amount

of bt&cjihs would make her r.hahst her mind.
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Friday, November 12+h

T -Fa:md out ohe Saa& +hih5 about be.‘hs in the
school ?la?l-' i+ gets ?’w out of soccer practice.

‘When Dad found out Mom was mkihs me +r7 out
for the Wizard of Oz, he 50‘1‘ into a Efﬂ nrsurrn:th

with her. Dad said T needed as much “field +ime"
as PassfHe, but Mom said T needed 4o be more

2

T hohesﬂy didnt krow which one sounded worse,
so 1 Just ke?‘f out of i+.

“well rounded.”

Of course Mom won out, so she drove me 4o the
school for ?la.?‘ ‘I‘T'?‘Du‘l‘s.
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On the car ride to school, Mom was btfhs real
cha‘H‘Pz with me. But T made sure +o act as
3”"”?}” as Possible, so she couldnt aet nh?(
satistaction. At one point, Mom sneezed, and T
told her not to sheeze so loud. But here's how she

responded: Uy \JONT HAVE TO
PUT UP WITH MY LOUD
SNEEZES WHEN I'M
GONE FROM THIS
EARTH. MAYBE THEN
YOU'LL BE HAPPY.

Man, she's sm& at ld.?’Ehs oh d suEH trip. T+ was
imPossiHe +o act cr‘abb?( for the rest of +he car

ride after that comment. T T ever have kids,
Ijm Sm'hs +o have to learn some tricks like that.
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Tryau—i's were l"td.u?( weird. A lot of kids came in
costumes for the ?d.r*l's ﬂ\? were ihs out for.
Tve never seen the Wizard of Oz, so for me, it

was like stepping into a freak show.

The ?14?13 director, Mrs. Norton, made everyohe
sing "M)e th‘\‘r‘?l Tis of Thee" +o test our

SFh&ih& Yoices.

TfT had n'ny idea this was 5"“"5 to be a
SINGING ?ln?', believe me, T never would have
sn-i'-l'eh out of -I‘he car.
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T ended up rioih.s m?f sfhaihﬂ ‘h"?/cw‘]' with a bunch
of other 5:::?15 whose moms made them come, too.

T 4ried +o sing as qu.‘e-H?e as PnssfHeJ bt T got
sfhsled out anyway.

I hr.wa ho F&ea wl-m-}‘ d "soPrdho“ is, but from -H-\e
way +he 5.'r|s were 5‘-531;“5 T could 4ell i+ is not a
5::::-& ﬂ'\.’hﬂ.
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Tryoui's went on and on. The Srahd finale came
when Mrs. Norton started casting for +he part
of Doraﬂﬁy; which T guess is the lead part in
+he Pla?z.

And who should try ovt first but PaH?t Farrell,
+he sirl who sold me out in Social Studies.

T still have a serious bone +o Pick with 'PaH?c. 1
haven+ come up with a wa}z to get revenge for
when she made me fail mf state ca?H'd.ls test, but
naybe +his PH)’ will give me +he oPPar‘-furi‘l}! +o

3?:1' even.



13 T i T e T T T T

T“l?f first +’nnush+ was Yo 'i'r‘?‘ out for the part of
the Witch, because T heard +hat in the Pl‘*)’: the
Witch gets 1o do all sorts of mean things +o
:Dor'o‘i"ny.

But then samtba&?' told me there’s a Witch +hat
hates her and one who likes her.

And with my luek, T'd end up getting cast as
the one who likes her.
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Sd'fur&av r No\fenber 13'H'\

HUGE ;hcrcker at +the soccer game +a&d?¢. RES’M
before game time, the coach on the other +eam
cnus}ﬂ' Tan, our smlit, DRIVING o the game.

G0,
4 WA
—iO

So the avy TS four ;,'enrs older than +he rest of
us. ‘nﬁm khew?

To be honest, -kush, T was starting to wonder
what a so-called 1?.-7enr-ald was &o?ha with a five
ol«cloCk S*‘n:ﬁ&ow.
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T was ’nnPihs +his meant our whole team would
st-i' sus?ehdtd, but after a few minutes of the
coaches and the ref arsuihs, Tan 5a+ sent

Packihs on his own.

T have no idea w}\?f a 16—}(enr—a|& would want 4o
be on a soccer team with a bunch of seventh
sru.ders.

But T have a i'rttliha Mr. Keith Brnush‘f him on as
d r'fhstr for extra insurance to make sure we win
+he lmsm tite,

The -Funr\?f +hih5 is, while all of this was going on,
i+ never occurred to me that ':':_ was how o#iciqllly

the teams Sad.lit.
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T guess Mr. Keith realized i+ didnt rmll?e matter
who Pla;/e& sﬂd“\t; since the ball has ahl?/ gotten
+o that Pnr“]' of the field once +his whole season.

But Dad was REALLY excited about my hew
Pasiﬁoh. He sPeh+ the whole game caac}\ihﬂ me
from the sidelines, which was rmllf ahm?(ihﬁ. All
T wanted o do was +o ?I"f in the anthills that
are all over that half of the field R but T couldnt
break loose from Dad's attention.

BEND YOUR
KNEES/
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Like T Prt&id't&, T never touched +the ball. But
on the car ride home, Dad was acting rcally Praud
of me.

T+ink T mis’.ﬁ be able 40 make this son'lit
+\‘\ih5 work in r-:/ favor.

Tve heard Dad Jralkihs +o Mom about BJS’MP
Gnrr'fsah again ln-fﬂ?’. Dad still wants me +o go o
+his u.ﬂ—bn?(s school for his’n school, even +’.‘mu31‘1
T want 4o go to Crossland, which is co-ed.

B;S}\OP' Garrfsah doesn+ have a soccer team, but
Crossland does. So if T can ?I“f up this “star
sonlie“ +}\ih5, it nﬁahi‘ Just be my ticket out of a
bad situation.
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Sunday, November 19+h

T wmsIr all set +o g0 Pld.?z video games over at
Collins house +c:-:ln>(, when Mom and Dad
broadsided me with some bad news: T was goihg to
have +o s+a?: at Auh+ Cakz?fs with Mdhhy for two
&d.?fs. Mom and Dad were aoing off on a college-
ffhdihs trip with Rodrick, even +’.‘mu3’.‘\ he has
nlrta&?' said he’s not going to college.

The +Hh3 that makes goihg +o Aunt ant}fs
house such a drd.s is that she doesn+t like kids AT

ALL. She even seems immune to Mqhhf’s whole act.

SOMEBODY
GET THIS
KID TO A
SPEECH
THERAPIST.

M%W i e




3 T e T T T T

Mom and Dad JFDP?EJ us off at Aunt aneyls
house at about 2:00. Ijm still sr‘ﬂuth&, 50 I
wash+ allowed +o {)rihs my video aame S?(S'?F.m.
Aunt Cakey's house doesnt have any toys and ro
+.v., so be;ha sent there without your Video games

is like a prison sentence.

Auvnt Cdkty d.lw:a;:zs ln;,'s down newspapers and
?lns-h'-: sheets when she knows were coming, like
were some kind of wild animals who are goihg +o
chew up her furniture. Then she Jus+ stands there
and watches us o make sure we dont break

uh?(ﬁ'hihﬂ .
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T think T'm d.n:i'ud.“}z part of the reason Aunt
aney doesnt trust kids. One +ime, when T was
about five, T s?eh-i‘ +he hishi' at her house. Aunt
Cd.key had been irohing Some clothes downstairs,
50 w}xeh s}xe ?”+ me 1o bed and went +o turn out
+he 1.'5}11', she said:

NOW, DONT GO
DOWNSTAIRS
AND TOUCH THE
IRON.

! -

U'? to that Poih'h +he ‘I’{'muah‘f had never crossed
de mind. Dut once 51'\& ?u-l' it in rn;,( BEGJJ i
couldnt think of nh?"ﬂ'ﬁha else,
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So after Auh‘l' Cdke?( walked out of ‘I'}\P. room, I
snuck downstairs like T was on some kind of
stealth mission. And when T got into the |duhdl’y
room, I ?U+ m?( whole }\dhd on the iron.

T got a Stcoh&-dtaree burn, and the whole
incident Pu-i' Auh+ Cakty in +he dns house with
Mom.

So T +hink +hat's one of the reasons Aunt Cd.kt?i
doesnt let us out of her sfsh‘l' whenh we come over.
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Monday, November 15+h

Yes*]'er:la;/, T said that Aunt Cdkt?f doesnt have
ah?! *h::?!s, but +hats not ac*l'uall?l +rue. About five
years ago Mom bous’;ﬂ' a bunch of Ltsc:-s and gave
+them +o Aunt Cake?f 1o have for us when we came

for a visit.

Aunt anty didnt like hnvihs lots of pieces
t\:zrywhtﬂ., so her solution was +to slua all +he
Legos Jrosﬁ’ner ih ohe giant block and put it
down in her basement. é

Las+t ?(enr &ur.'ha a visit to Aunt Cdkty's, T was
rﬂo‘l'ihS around iﬂokiha for SomE‘H'\Eha else +o do
d.hd I {ouh& an DH Maho?oly bodr‘d snm.
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The box must have been samc‘ﬂ‘liha like 25 years
old. T was JU5+ ]hd.'[:??f +o find same%ih\g other
than the block of L:sr::-s to ?ld.?( with.

But when T aPent& up the box, it was camPl»:‘h:ly
TFULL of cricket s?iders. T guess +]he?f were using
it as a sinh‘l' nest. And for the record, thats
the first time in my life T {fainted.

So T dont even go down in Aunt Cdke?fs
basement nh}emre. ﬂh& to -I'his Ja?', whehﬂer I

lift +he top off of a board game, T break out

into a cold sweat.
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T+ was boredom at Aunt anefs +hat acﬂq'ﬂy led

me to my whole ant obsession.
Y

Since me and Rodrick could never find dh}(‘l‘l{'\ihs +o
do, we would d.lwd?rs Ju5+ g0 outside and ‘h:a?f with

the ants D\;r back )mr&.

5 7
AT

‘

e YN -

E
.

)

But even that gets old after a while. Yesﬂrdn}(
T made the mistake of hllihs Aunt ana}f T was
bored, and T wished T could take it back.
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HERE YOU
CAN CLEAN

THERE'S
NOTHING

—_—

Y PR

= (] =

So -I'a&a?' T keﬁ' my mouth shut. To L'.ee? m}eself
amused, 1 made up 4 game where T tried +o see
how close to the ceilihs T could +hrow this old
stuffed animal.

The stuffed animal T ?h?leé with is called "Ellie”
and it used to belong to Aunt ane?"s dog, Rucly.
T +think Ellie used 4o be an elt?hnh*i‘ but Ru&?l
chewed the ears and trunk off.
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ELLIE—

P\ud?' ?ussa& u.wa}e a mu?le years ago. Auvnt
Cakafs house wasnt so bar.’hs when Ru&y was

urouhcl.

P\ud?' was the mos+t clueless dog alive. You could do
Just about uh}r-fhihg to that &::-3, and he would
Jus-]‘ go on S'I‘nr'ihs out into space like hoﬂ'ﬁhﬂ
hn?tlaaheﬁl.
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The ohl;t H-\Iha that could aet Ru&?' moVing was if
ou made this certain sound with vour liPs. He
would get so scared +that he would hide under a
bed and S'hn?' there for the whole :{n?!.

But before ?fou Judge me or 547 T'm a bad person
for dofhs that to Ru:l?u let me Just say that T
saw Gramma using that trick o get Ru:ly out of
her waPJ a bunch of +imes. And she's going to

heaven, for sure.
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Tues&u?r, Movember 16+h
Toria}t at school, quess who showed back up in

class? Chiras, the kid who had a saihs—dwd)f
Pnrfy last+ week.

T+ turns out CHI“GSJS dad decided not to take
that job in California, so Chirag isnt moving
after all, E.'artr;yohe Was Prti“f)( Sld.d Chirn& was
sﬁtkiha around, zsPtcid.H?z after that awesome
Pnﬁy he had. But o r.ou?lc of us decided +o have
a little fun with him before welcoming him back.

YEAH... WONDER
BOY, I SURE\( WHAT HE’'S DOING
RIGHT NOwW?
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DID YOU
JUST HEAR
SOMETHING?

NOPE MUST
JUST BE

e ke'fﬁ that sort of H‘\Ih& up +he whole dnx. T
dont know when well finally let him off the hook,
but this Tnvisible Chirag thing has the makings
of a classic. T+ could be even better than +he
P.U. +1.'11h3 with Peter U+.'3¢r.

Todnf we had a Saharall nssernH?J where -H'\e?r showed
the Wizard of Oz movie, to 3t+ tVtr}(oht excited
about +he ?Iny. A+ least now T know +the s-h:-r}(
and what characters T should avoid ‘I'r?rihs out for.
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Prt‘H‘)( mur.-'r. e‘fet‘y character in ﬂ\e moVie }ms to
sing or Ski? n|uh5 with Duru‘i'!n}( at ohe ?ﬂih‘l' or
another, so that re:s“y limits my opions. But
about a third of ﬂ‘me wny into "H‘\t moVie I
-FEsur‘tJ out ‘H\t ?d.'r“l‘ for me. Ijn Sﬂiha +o +r>f out
to be a Tree, because l]‘l‘hey dont have to sing
and 2)1‘}\&}( get to bean Dor‘nﬂ\;{ with dP?Ies.

Geﬁihs +o chuck a?Ples at Fnﬂy Farrell in front
of a live audience would be like a dream come +rue.

So T'm crossing Py fingers that T get the part.



3 T e T T T T

Wednesday, November 17+h

Well, like Mom d'lwn;ys says, be careful what yov
wis}w for. To:iay I +rit4 out fc:-r *H*.e Par+ of a
Tree, and T sr.ﬂ' it. At first, T didnt think T
was soihs +o se-l' +he ?d'r+‘ because after suihs

the movie )ftS'ft'r'&d?', about half the auys in the
Plny‘ had the same idea T had.

The Dhly‘ Prablem was that whoever made +he
costumes didht think +o make arm holes.

CHT -
AR £ QO Eoa S o
oy N I"r.f S A
S, T A4 B ' ’

I_ 0
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And Mrs. Norton said the a?Pla--}‘hmw.’hs part
has been cut out of the ?1:;); anyway becavse it's

i . "
too violent.

T quess T should feel 1uck}e that T got an actual
sPank.’hs Pur-l‘. "ﬂ-\e ha& too hahy kids +r>(ih5
out, and not eMu‘ﬂE parts. So Rodha?( James
ended vp getting assigned the role of the Shrub.
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Thursday, November 18+h
Torla}r T took the “Tnvisible ':Hrnsn ‘l'}wfhs another
sh:P further.

Th +he cafeteria, T made a bfs deal over the fact
that T had an extra chocolate c}wf? cookie in my
lunch bas.

IF ONLY CHIRAG
WERE HERE... OH,
HOW HE USED TO
LOVE CHOCOLATE
CHIP COOKIES...

I'M SITTING
RIGHT NEXT
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T cant take full credit for the Thvisible C’.‘\irds
‘|+n'h5. The idea nd’unuf came from Mom.

On a showy dn)/ a lahs time ago, T was Plnyihs
under the kitchen table, and Mom came 1mkih5 for
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T dont f'td."?' know w’nf T did 4, but T decided
+o s+n)1 Nidden while Mom looked for me. So she

went all around the house mll.‘hs my name.

Lnakiha back, T +hink she must have heard me
giggling under the +able and mus}ﬂ' oh +o the
fact that T was hirlfhs from her. But she
?rt‘]'ahcle& like she still didnt know where T was.

POOR GREGORY. HE
MUST BE OUTSIDE
IN THE SNOW, ALL ’
ALONE. OH BOO

HOO HOO HOO.
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The ﬂ‘\nus’rﬁ' of me beihs all alone in +he wilderness
got me a little choked up- But what -Ifiha"y busted
me up was when Mom said she was going o have +o

sme m?l Siahﬁ' Jar of Gummi Bears o Rodrick.

N
9

So -'-F I ever 3e+ hdbbﬂ& -Fur ?ullllihs H\e Same kihd
of trick on Chir a9 mntybe Mom will show a little
|ehiehcy.

Tﬂdn’y after school we had our first full ?rnc-hce
for the school ?la}./, and Tm starting to wohder

which is worse, the ?|n>( or Soccer.
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The other c’mr T was Sd.?!ihg how T was 'luck?‘ 1
Sa‘l' a s?mkiha Par+ But +a&a?' T found out
that T r::-h.l?l get to Sd?f one line in the whole Pla?r

That means T have +o 90 +o a +wo-hour ?rachfr.e
each &d.f jus+ so 1 can sn?t onhe s+uPi& word. T'm
starting to think that Ra&he;( James got +he

{':'E'H'EI" fltdl as 'f}‘nt S’.‘\I“Ub BEER

T noticed +ad:s>z that he found BOOP
a wu;,r to sneak 4 Game B°7 @ EEIIZIEI:IEI:II:
into his costume, WHC}\ must 4

re:allly make the time 90 by il a—
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So now Lm +r?'Fh3 to think of ways to get Mrs.
Norton 4o kick me out of the ?Iq?e,

But when you have so little &Edlasue +o work with,

i+s l"tli“?' hard +o mess up your lines.
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Friday, November 19+h

When Rodrick Picktd me. up after Pl"f practice
-h::-da?f, Ke told me to se*l' in the back of the car,
because he had a Hsuest“ But T didnt see Ward
in the passenger seat, so T went around the car
+o see what Rodrick was +d.1kih5 about.

Ellie Rodrick had Ru&fs old chew -I‘oy ?rc-??ed

up i -H‘\a Pussehser seat.

And the ohl?; reason Rodrick put Ellie there was to
block me from sitting in the front seat with him.
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T knocked on the window to make Rodrick let me
in, but he wouldnt unlock +he door. After a couple
of minutes of this, the cars behind us started
\‘whkfhs because we were Blockfhs their way.

T had 4o climb into the back of Rodrick’s car, so
a stuffed animal could ride in the front. T+ was
freezing ovt, and T was ohly wearing shorts,
because those 'Trzt costumes dont have an
ventilation and you have +o dress liﬂh‘]‘. hen it
started to rain, T had 4o ?ull +he tarp down
over m?lsd-l': +o kttP rlr}f
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Uh-Fc:-rJrumﬂly, Pd.‘H'?f Farrell was in a car rfsh-f
behind us +he whole way home, so she got to see
me ih d ?rtﬁ?t tmbdrrnssihs Situation.

When we Pulltd into the &rivtwn)t ahd got out of
the car, me and Rodrick rea.ll?z get into it. I

called him the worst name T could think of, and
he Pushtd me downh into a Pud&le,

L 1

But Mom saw the whole +Hh5 and broke i+ vp
before T could really let Rodrick have .
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Mom said me and Rodrick were going to have +o
sette +this in a "civil manner,” and she said that
we were soihs +o hd."u't a "Summit later on in *H*.e

evenin g

After dinner, we found ouvt what that meant.
Mom sat me and Rodrick down at +he kitchen
table and gave us each a pen and a ?ir:ce of

Pd?tr.

T knew what she was vp to rish‘f dway. Mom

used +o work as a Presahaol teacher. Whenever a
kid did something bad, she'd write the bad thing
+hat the kid did, and then she'd make +he kid

draw a ?ic‘l'urt to g0 alc:-hs with +he sentence.

The idea was to make the kid feel ashamed of the
bad +}xih5 ﬂ‘u:}( did so ‘l'}w.r wouldnt do it again.
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T remember the idea wurkihs ?ra-H'?/ well on me.

T will not break +the
Crayons because +hat

makes +he other children
Ver}r sad.

oow

=

Mom gave me and Rodn'ck d 'I'hr'err-ihuﬁ'e. +ime
limit and we aor'f to druw-'hg.
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Here's what we came up with:

T will not call Rodrick names.

T will not Push Gregery.

unless he really
annoys me.
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Now, T'm Just going to assume that Rodrick
sPelled r-.)r hame wrohg in +he drnwihs to get me
extra mad. Because the alternative is Just too
clailaress.'hs.

Ah}(wn}( , Mom gave vp oh our “Summit after
sea?hs -H-\e clruwihss.

T guess she was satisfied with the fact that me
and Rodrick could sit next to each other for
-I':hree minutes without 5+rnh3lih3 each other.
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Saturday, November 20th
[

Mom has decided +hat she's had thnus’n of me and
Rodrick not getting along. So she made a list of
all the situations that cause “friction” between the
two of us, and she said shes soihs +o eliminate

+hose es of situations one by one.
P 4

The first rule she made was that from now on,
whenever we get a hew box of cereal, Mom is going
+o throw d.wn?f +he Priz.t that comes with it. Thats
fine with me. T never st‘l' +he Priu ah?ﬂwn?t,
because Rodrick alwd.?fs opehs the box first. And
+he way he fliss around for it with bare hands, i+
makes me hot want the cereal dh?/wa?f.

OOPS! HOPE MY
BAND-AID
DIDN'T FALL
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Even ‘H\oug}\ Mom made that rule, Rodrick still
wf-'sur't& out a wny to nhhc-?‘ me. When Rodrick
?oured +he first bowl of cereal -h:-&u?' , all that

came out of the box was marshmallows.

Rodrick must have sorted *I'l‘xroush all +he cereal
+o ?ick out the marshmallows before T even sat

down.

Tm starting o think Moms rules are acﬂnl‘l)/
Safhs +o cause more friction than we had before.
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T was !nnﬂ)?' to let Rodrick eat all the
marshmallows, nh?fwd?(. One +ime when T S|=P+
over at Grammas T ate Just the marshmallows out
of a box of Juhk cereal. And in the middle of 5}'“
class that rln?', T ?rnr.‘l‘imlly ?ass':& out from

s+ama.=ﬂ\ -:.r'a.nPs.

So +he school had +o call Dad at work and +ell
Nim 4o come Piﬂk me. up.
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But T wasnt about +o tell Dad +he real reason
he had 4o Pfck me up. So T made up Some er:::-r?l
and dd‘un“‘)t turned it in my favor.

WELL, THAT'S THE LAST
TIME I DO 300
STOMACH CRUNCHES
WITHOUT PROPERLY

One Smd 'I'Hha about -I'o&d;,': ho soccer game. So
for the first time in a lohs time, T could kick up
my feet on S:s.-l'ur&a},r afternoon. Qur team is in
+he ?lnyoffs, and the first game is tomorrow. So
five more games until the c-'rxdrq?inhshi? match, and

then Ijm done for H‘w. ?’Ed.f‘.
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Sunday, November 21s+
!

Well, guess what? M}r soccer season is over. QOur
team lost the first game of the ?la?n:nffrs +c:-&a?',

so were out of the tournament.

And of course since T was the sonlic T got
blamed for our team getting elimnated. T ahly

got one saal scored on me, but that didn+ seem
+o matter to Mr. Keith and all of the goons oh
the team. Tn fact T Prd.cﬁca"?f got run off the
field when the game ended.

ORANGE
PEELS

| Vv
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Luckflr Dad wasnt around to see the game,

because he was a reader at church ‘h:-&d.?t.

When T +old Dad about the game, he was
dc‘]'ual:r ?rrz‘H'?f calm about i+. T -Ifiaure& he m's}'r]'
be mad or at least JISaPPofh‘h:&. But T have 4o
give him credit on this one. He was a li+te sad at
first but +then he seemed o.k. with it.

DID YOU
BEND YOUR

T4s a snad -I'}m.'hﬂ, +oo, because now T have a lot
more Serious +}\.'h55 +o worry about than Dad's
'Ftthhss about n;( Sanhe skills.
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'ﬂ\e 3:.75 on my team were so hot at me that T
-Irisur'z T better start |oakih3 into how T can
4ransfer to another school.

Thve +hc-u5h+ about mmfhs up with some sort of a
rlfssuise to get me +’nrau5\‘\ the rest of +he school

;/tdl", but T dont think i+ would work out. A

week ago, T bet half the guys on my soccer
+eam wouldnt have even recaahiz.c& me if ﬂu:;l ran
into me at school. But believe me, +!“'E}' would now.

HEY YOU'RE THE
JERK WHO RUINED
OUR WHOLE SOCCER
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Monday, November 22nd
!

'Tnddf in Science class T almost blew the Tnwisible
C}wfrna 949, hot ohce, but +wice.

'ﬂm teacher asked me +o count the number of
kids in the classroom so shed know how man
snfrt-iy goggles to get out of the closet. So T
made a 5[3 show of counting ﬂtr;yohr. in the room
EHEEP"i‘ C’niras, because of course T alwd.fs
Preﬂh& T cant see him.

33... 34... THERE
ARE 34 PEOPLE
IN THE CLASS!
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Well, for some reason, +his was the straw that

broke +he camel’s back. Chir'aa got up in my face
and started ?ftuihs, and it was all T could do 4o
Just stare into space ke T didnt hear or see a
-l"nihs.

I. AM.. A..
HUMAN...
BEING...TOO!

T wanted to ex?lth 1o him that we never said he

wasnt a human be?hﬂ » we just said that he’s an
INVISIBLE }\umdh 'l.ﬁaihs.
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But iuckil?( T was able to stop m?(S:l-F from Sa?(Fha
snmﬁ?hs, which would have ruined the Jake.

The other *I'Hhs that threw me for a lon? Was
+hat +he teacher d.ssishtrl C}xirns +o be ohe of n?(
lab Pnr‘l’hers, nlahs with Giles Hu&sl:s*l'oht. Qur
nssiahmeh-i' was to dissect a -Fr‘as, and it was
?rrl“l'?r clear that neither me nor Giles was geing
+o touch the “I'l‘nihs. So we had 1o {isure out a
way to get Unir‘ns to do all our r.]m“l'?' work
without breukiha the Jak:.

LOOK GILESS! THAT
FROG IS DISSECTING

THAT'S
TOTALLY
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Luckflr Chir‘aa cared more about his lab sra&e
+han our Jnke, so he came +’nr‘ou5’n for our lab
group. But T rea"?’ dont know how much lohger
T can kl.'.l.'.? this Jokt goihg.

After school +o:1a}(, we had our last Wizard of Oz
Prac-ﬁcc before +he s}\r::-w; which is suPPaseé 4o be
tomorrow his’.ﬁ. T have no idea how we are going
to pull this ?L:.?! off. First of all, mba&y has
bothered to learn +heir lines, because :lur'ihs
rehearsal, Mrs. Norton whispers e’«mr?mhr.’s lines
to them from the side of the s+o.st

e==—== . I GET TUAT
1 s YOURE PRETTY )
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T.. wonder how its sm'hs to be tomorrow hia*‘rl‘
when Mrs. Norton is sitting at her piano 30 feet
:awny from ﬂ\e s+:15e. Ahoﬂ\er ‘|'Hh5 +hn+’s
making things difficult is that Mrs. Norton keeps
dd&-’hﬂ hew scenes and even new actors. She
*Jr‘ausq\‘i' in some kid from the kinder Sar-ren o
?ld.;; Tu‘i‘u, pﬂfc‘l‘*\yls Jﬂs. But the kid’s mom
insisted that Toto walks around on +wo 1&55 .
because crawling around on all fours would be +oo

"&esr:adms."

3

As far as ]'degradihsu goes, she should have
‘fl.'mug,i'rf of that before sishfhs up her kid to
dress as a Scottish Terrier in front of 300

?Eo?le.
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TF T know nh?lﬂ‘.ihﬂ at all, that kid’s classmates
are s+l saihs to be r.a"iha }\im Tﬂ‘l’ﬂ wheh }*;EJS in
eis}ﬁ}\ 31“&4&,

But the worst thing of all was that Mrs. Norton
m‘.+u=1||>f wrote a song that vs TREES are going
to have +o sing. She said E\I’E!’}(aht "deserved’ a
chance to sing in +he ?lm}e, and then spent a half
}wur ﬂdc}\ihg us w}\di‘ rust be -H\e worst song
ever written.
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The ohl?t 390:{ ﬂxihs T can think of about the
song is that Rodrick wont be at the ?lu to
withess my humiliation. Mrs, Norton decided that
the ?i"f was goihg to be a "semi-formal” occasion,
ahd "_I: know 'I".*.ere‘s no wny Ro:{-rick i5 Scihs +to
wear a tie for some dumb middle school Fl“}"

After we ?r‘nc-hce& our sohg, Archie Kall}( -h'E??ed
over Rc:{he?' James and he QHP?E& his tooth
because he couldnt stick out his arms to break his
£all. Well have to see if Archie will s-h:?f in the
?Idf or if Mrs. Norton is going to t]{'\d.hge +he
sohg to "We Twa Trtts."
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Tuesday, November 23rd

Tahig}ﬂ' was the school PL"}” and i+ was a train
wreck. The firs+ Sigh of bad ‘l'}wfhss Yo come
\Ha??tht& before +he qu?t started. T was Pttkihs
out from behind +he curtain +o scope out the
crowd, and guess who walked in? Rodrick, wearing
a clip-on tie. T +\‘wu5}\+ for
sure the dress code would

ku? Rodrick at home. But
T guess the Pras?ec.‘l' of

seefhs me sfhs 4 sohg in a
paper mache tree suit made
it worth his while.

Rodrick Pnrkt-:l himself in the front row to make
sure his View of the whole \‘wmflid*i'fhs ordeal would
be unobstructed.
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The ?lay was rlelaye& b).t 20 minutes while Mrs.
Norton tried +o +alk Ra&hty James out of his
s+a3t fris’nt

4

You'd -ﬁaure that someone whose J'ab is to Pju?r a
Shrub could Just suck i+ up for one Parformahr_e,
but there was ho-l'hFhﬂ Mrs. Norton could sa
+that would get P\o&ha?( to bu&ae. T 'H'muﬂlh-f
about -lfdk;‘ns S'l‘dsa -lfr'is}q'l‘ +to 3e+ out of 'ﬂ'\&
?Iu?u but T'd have to be a ?ru{assiahd actor
before T could Pu“ off the same kind of look
Rodhay had on his face.
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Mos+ of the Pld.?t was Prt‘H'}( vneventful. No one
knew their lines, just ke T Pr‘z&iﬁe&, but Mrs.
Norton kqﬂ‘ +’.‘xih35 moVing qloha with her piano.

T+ 4urns out that brihsihﬂ that kid in 4o ?I"‘}(
'Ta*]'a was a PrrH-}( bfs mistake. Durihs the ?d.r+s
when he didnt have +o move, hed Just sit on a
stool and read his comic books, which kind of
ruined the whole "das" effect.
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When i+ was ﬁ'hallr +ime for the Forest scene +o
start, me and the other Trees waddled 4o our
Placts like a bunch of ?ehsufhs.

The lis’.‘rl's went on and the curtains rose, and
the first +\‘\ih5 T heard was Mahh:/‘s voice, loud
ehouﬂh for zvcryahe in the whole auditorium +o
hear.
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Tve been able 4o kee? +hat nickname secret for
five years, and now all of the sudden the whole
towh krew it. Hahh?e’s outhurst got a {)issar

reaction from the crowd than nh):-ﬂ-ﬁhs that had
th?ehad ih -ﬂ\a Play. E.\raryahe was shFcker.'hs,
and T could feel 600 eyelm“s all ?::u'h-h:& my way.

But T did some c{ukk ad be-’hs and T was able
to deflect the embarassment over to Archie Kallf.

I THINK YOU
DROPPED AN
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But the ma \ jor embarassment was still on the way.

Nhe‘n 'I heur& Mrs. Nor-}‘uh ?ld.f?hs -H-\e first few
bars of "We Threa TreasJ" 'I. knew it was time o
face m?e doom.

Before we started singing, T noticed Rodrick in
the front row, hold?hs a video camera. And it
was ?th-ha& s+rm'3h'l‘ at me.

Rodrick must have realized this was a once-in-a-
lifetime t‘w.hte to tu'h:}'q me mkihﬂ a fool out of
m?'salf, so he somehow got a hold of & camera to
c.-.t?-l'ure the occasion.

Ny life flashed before my eyes, and T ﬂ'\ouﬂlﬁ of
all the emburrnss?hs H-\.'hss T had ever done that
were cuual‘rf fla) VF&EO'}‘G?L
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N?' most Eml)arfd.SSihS moment is mP-}‘urecl on a
v.'de.:a-h?a labeled "Firs+ ‘Hush." For some redsoh,
Mom ﬂoush-i* it would be o good idea o tape my
?r:r'H‘y +r aining So 'H'\u'i‘ I would nlwnys h:we 4

remr& of -I'h:rl' "Predous moment.

BYE BYE,
PEE PEE.
BYE BYE,
POO POO.

The ohl?' person who has ever found that moment
+o be "Prac.'aus" is Rodrick, who ?ulls the tape out
every +ime the whole {nm'l}( gets -}‘osa-}‘her for a
hoh&u?f. One +ime T even threw the tape away,
but Rodrick hud a clu?lim-h:.
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T krew m}( sihths debut was soihs to 3?\(& Rodrick
ammunition for mnh?a -Fdr'ﬁly ]hali&n?as to come. So T
Nad 4o make a decision.

When i+ came +ime to sing +he song, Archie KE"V
and D.J. Harold started beH‘ir\s it out, but T
Just k:i‘ﬂ' my |F?s shut.

WE THREE TREES
n FROM YONDER

GLEN...
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T decided i+ would be better 4o look a li+tle 54-“7‘
on stage +ohi3}w+ +han 4o look sh.-?id at e‘u'er'y
-Irdmfl?f ’nalf&d?f until the end of +ime.

T +housh+ my quh was Prﬁ+{: clever, but +hen
it started to backfire. 'ﬂ\e other two Trees
noticed that T wasn# &uins any singing, and
ﬂ‘u:}( didnt know what was up- T guess +’nef must
have +hw5}w+ T knew samﬂwfns that ‘l'}wz?l
didnt, which made them rta"?' hervous. So ‘l'ht?t
started sihging quieter ahd quieter until +’ney
s+c:-??t& a|+ose+htr.

DO SPY A MAIDEN
n FAIR AND Swec.. @
N - A

i
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So how ?!w had the three of us s+nh&ihs up
there, not mkihg 4 peep. For my Pd.ri', T was
Jus*l' Pr"'f';hﬂ the curtain would come downh and we

could waddle back off the stage.

But Mrs. Norton had other ideas. She must have
+5n.au3’.'\+ we had all forsoﬁeh +he words o the
sonhg, because she came over to the side of +he
stage and stPere& the rest of the 1?zrfcs to us.

-——— e

.

It Ly ':"‘".II-.. i,p"., \‘
OB WHILST WE ARE ™,

SPOTS, SHE :
=1 DOTH MOVE ON !
» LIGHTER FEET... )

e

I
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T could see Pm?le in the audience ﬂ"PFE“S
‘|‘I\l‘|r‘ou5}1 their programs, ‘I‘V)’ihs +o 'ﬁaur‘e out
what the heck was going oh.

T know the sohg is ahbf s::mi‘hihs like three and
d #\dl-lf rinutes |oh5, but +o me, it felt like an

hour and a half.

When Mrs. Norton finished, we took our bow,
and the curtains -ﬁhallfy came down. Nabod)f in the
audience clq??ed, not even Mom.

After the Pld'f ended, my fdm’ly went home
‘|‘03t‘|+1er‘.

Nubo&}( r‘enlly said much, except when Mom
muttered Sﬂmei'}\iha about ‘I'}\P. P|n>/ beih&

"Eh-i'eres-l'ihs."
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Md.hhy was So sPuoked 5;; +he ﬂyihﬂ mhke?(s
that he had o be carried out of the auditorium
and wouldnt let anyone put him down.

Mom had {:r'ouﬂh‘l' a ﬁuuquﬁ' of flowers with her,
which T think she had been planning on giving to
me 45 d “c:lhat"d‘l'uld‘l‘iahsu when the ?lm.}z ended,
but h.-r.k?l?r she didnt.

Ah& Rodrick was super mad because aside from
hot SEHEHS +o vi&m-l'd.fm me 5‘-“.‘3;"3* a
?hoi'asr::?her from the local paper had +aken a
?ich.-r‘e of the nu&iehce, and +h¢r‘e he was in
front row wearing a tie, for ho-rh;hs.
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Wedhesda;,r s November 2"}'}‘}\

A+ school ‘h:n&d.?f, T saw Archie Keu?f getting
Nassled b}' a mu?le of eEsh‘l'h srqders in the
hd"wd?f.

HI THERE,
"BUBBY /"

T Just walked on 5}( and made sure o look
s+rai3}vl' a}\en&.

The rest of ny Jny wads Pre*H?l much taken up 57
ﬁ‘?lihs +o kee? the Trvisible Ch;rag Jake from
-Fn"ihs anH‘.
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Just about e\rtr‘ynhe is in on the Jokt, even the
girls. C}wfrns has ?r'rH'?f much given vp oh ’rr)(ihs
to get d.h?‘r.‘lht to admit he exists, but +a&a?l he
found our weakest link: Rowle;/.

NOPE. I
CANT EVEN
HEAR YOU

OR SEE YOU!

ROWLEY, DO
YOU THINK.
I EXIST?

T had -Forse:-'l‘-l‘eh ALL about Rowla?!. When +the
Jake first started out, we made sure to kea?
Rowlaf away from Ch’rug; because we knew hed
blow the Ljr:-ke. But we let our suur& dowh, and
how Ch.’ras knew ROH|E7 was dhn ans’y +ur3e-l'.
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CHMS sa+t n'a}ﬂ' next to Rawle?t and went o

work.

DOESNT THIS TWINKIE
LOOK GOOD, ROWLEY?
ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
IS SAY I EXIST, AND
ITS YOURS!

5 &
L= AR

CHMS must have known that "Rawlr.?f cant resist
a Twinkie, and T could see +hat Rc:-wley wds oh
+he verge of crnckfhs.

So T Juwped in and started mnkihs a bfs deal

about the fact that +here was a Flon-hihs Twihkiz

ha\ferihs above our lunch table.
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And then T Plucktd i+ out of the air and ate i+

in two bu'h:s. ‘GCEBLE SMACK.?If

NOT AS GOCD AS
THE REGULAR
KIND, THOUGH.

Well, +his ranll?' set Ci‘\:rng off. ar-h:&
?wn&ihs oh m?' bnckJ but of course T had 4o
?rt'h:h& not to renll}« hotice.

IS THERE A FLEA ON MY
BACK? BECAUSE IT FEELS
LIKE A TINY LITTLE FLEA
IS BREATHING ON ME.
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T guess T Plnyad it off ?re-H?( well. But let me
tell you, i+ wasnt easy. Ch.‘rng r-..ish-lr be small,
but {.e's a heck of a lot stronger than he looks.

E—VEH after seﬁihs Fuhci‘\ﬂd a Buh&re& +imes
-h;du?q T was still in a Fre-H'?ﬂ 5md mood when T
got home. Soccer was over and so was the ?14?',
S0 ny life was ;-'hnlly back to normal.

But then sor-w:‘ﬂ'\fng ]hn?Paned that c}mhatcl
Evtr;,('fhihs.

T saw that the WE‘.EHPJ paper was in our mailbox,
so 1 ﬂi??tcl ﬂxruusl'\ it to see if T could find
'I'Hna ?Ic'h:ra of 'Ro&r.'tk wanr.'hs a +te. Ha wash+ in
it but guess who wds in d b.’a ?.'c-h:rt in the
sports section? Me.
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T dont krow if :/nu believe in karma, but T felt
like +that picture was Fnrbm:k for e."fe.r?' bad -I'h.'hs

T've ever done in rn?( life.

Ants in his pants

Red Socks goalie Greg Heffley
leaves the goal unattended as a kick
from midfield rolls in. The goal was
the only point scored in the game,
and the Wolverines went on to the
second round of the playoffs.

The bigses-}' ?rcbiern was that T never 4old Dad
w]h?f we reu.uf lost that game. So of course T
ri??td the SParﬁ section vp into reully small
pieces and flushed them down the toilet.
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But it was too late. AP?ﬁl’Ehﬂf -Hmf get +he
paper at Dad’s office, too, so the cat was out of

) GREAT SON
YOU GOT
THERE, FRANK/
)

Dad renll;; didn4 say much to me +on-:31-1+. After
dinner, he went in his room, and 1T could hear

him mnk-’hs Some ?}\oht calls. After he came out of
his room, T snuck in and hit the “redial” button.

And T cant say T'm surprised at the number he
had last called. T+ was the ahswering machine for
the admissions :{e?armh-f at Bis}m? Gnrriguh
Hfs}\ School.
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%urs&u.}t, November 25+h (ThahksEithﬂ]

Well, |ur.kil?z, +he B{sho? Gnrrfsah people didn't
return Dad’s Fhaht call +ocln'y, because it was
'Thahks.ﬁwihs. But the threat of btfhs sfshtd up
for an all—ﬁrr::?/s’ Hsh school :le{-';hH'el?z put a

rldm?tr on my ’nnlidny-

'ﬂmhks:am‘hs started off like i+ nlways does: with
Great Aunt Loretta s’nawfha vp two hours zarly.

|

Mom called me and Rodrick downstairs +o "5ree+"
Aunt Loretta, which means kiss her hello.
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T el you, some of the most epic battles me and
Rodrick have ever had have been over who has +o
90 kiss Auh-l' Loretta first.

I los+ asm'h 'I‘o&u){, but one n:]gd?! I“ be biﬂﬂer
+than Rodrick and i1l be him ?ucken‘h& vp for
+hat first slo??;( li?s-l'.'d: kiss instead of me.

What's even worse than hnvihs to kiss Auvnt
Loretta hello is the fact that we have 4o
"entertain’ her while Mom gets the dinner rencl;(.
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That means at least two hours of small talk with
Aunt Loretta in the s+uc171. And believe me, me
and Rodrick don+ have a whole lot in common with
Aunt Loretta, so theres not a lot +o +talk about.

YOUR MOTHER'S
BUTTERNUT
SQUASH GIVES
ME GAS

The rest of the ‘Fdrﬂ;ly started ﬁickliha in around
11:00. Uncle Joe and his -Far-fl?( were the last
ones to show up, at around 12:30.



13 T T e T T T T

Uncle Joe has a bunch of kids, and 'f’.‘\t}’ all call
Dad the same ‘l'}wihs.

Mom thinks its renllf cwte, but Dad swears Uncle
Joe +ells his kids to do it on purpose just to get
under his skin.

Dad is still mad at SJ:ama‘Ith Uncle Joe did ot
Thnnksghﬁhs three ?’EM’S 4go-
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Back then, Muhhy was still Pa'H’?( training, but
he was doihs reall?' well. Mom and Dad were
?re'Hy ]hd.FP;t their last kid was almost out of

:{fnPars.

But Uncle Joe said sornr}]hiha to Hﬁhh}’ when
Mdhh?‘ was wnlkih& into the bathroom, and it
tl‘mh&t& EVET}"I’{'\IHS.

HOPE THE "POTTY
MONSTER" DOESN'T
GET YOU, LITTLE
FELLAS HEH HEH.
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All of Muhh?f’s progress went n'g}ﬁ out the
window, and T +hink i+ was someﬂih\g like
ahother year and a half before Mdhh}l would even
a0 back in the bathroom I:u?( HMSEH:.E.VH?’ +ime
Dad chnnse& a dir'i)r diu.?tr after that, T could
hear him cursing Uncle Joe under his breath.

When dinner was rtnd?q Mom called E‘H'El."?'ﬂhi: into
‘H‘\t dihfhs room to sit down.

G'r'n.th. started into a story that he likes 4o +ell
whenever the whole 'Fd.l"ully i +o‘5e+1'mr.%e 5+or?'
is about someﬂfhg +hat th?ehad when T was a

li+He kid, and its rull?r ambnrmssihs.
u
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The s-h:-ry goes like this: One time, 'Pa.??}( took
me to Wild World, which is this b.’s water Pnrl:
near my house. He told me to a0 ahead and ride
+he Ld.?.)l River ride while he sat on a |ouhse chair
5}( the pool.

He came luok-’hs for me about 45 minutes later,
and T was still 5+¢h¢lih3 {77' +he entrance o the
ride. There was a sign that said: Under 48" Must
Be Actﬂrﬁ?ahied B?' Ah it\clul'l‘.
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Now, ho{?ot{y ever told me that a quotation mark
meant "-'hCBES.“ So T ﬂ'\ous!n'l' ?fou had +o be 48
years old to ride b)t ?'ourself, which is w’n?' T
didn+ go oh.

T guess its a Pra-H'Pz fuhhy s-h:r;,( and all, but i+
would be a whole lot funnier if T hadn't heard i+
200 +times. But the way Rodrick |nu5}1.s at that
story, Ptou would think he'd never heard it before.
;‘:\hr:( now thh}’JS in on the act, too, even
‘fa.'\ous,i'\ T'm sure he doesn't even get wh?f the
S'h:tr?( iS funh)t.
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Rodrick can uiud"?f get Gr‘dn?d to repeat that
story at least two more times during the
'Thnhksﬂivihs meal, which is what he did ‘|'o&d?(.

S?Eﬁkih& of GramPn, after dinner, Mom cnuahi'
#‘u'h smkihs a ciﬂdr‘ in the l)d‘l‘}*.r'aam.

Gr‘ded isht SuPPose& to smoke, and he's

&E'ﬁhi‘i‘tl}( not allowed to smoke in the house. He
was Huwihs the smoke into the vent so that he
wouldnt get muﬂh-i', but he got nailed anyway.
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Mom said she bnrse.& in on Gr‘ded becauvse she
could smell a "foul odor” coming out of the

f:n‘l"h room.

That seems like a risky ‘I‘Hhs to do to me. Tf
Gramch was in the bathroom and T smelled a

"foul odor,” believe me, l:uS‘Hhs down the door
would be the last +}\ih5 T4 do.

Ahd SPtdkihs of SEHEHS mua}ﬂ', I walked into

an awkward situation later on.

Mom asked me +o ?l.i+ +he 5nr£:s5e out in the

garage, so T oPthe& the garage door and turned
on the |E51'~.+.
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And there was Dad, ea‘l‘ihs one of Aunt Cake?"s

brownies.
—
SLORK R
SLORK 50 o )
P
' w
]t -

Dad is on a strict no-sweets diet, because his
cholesterol is so ]4‘1-'5!.'\- So he was deh& out from
Mom. T didnt reull?r know what to do after T
put +he trash in the trash can, so T Jus:l' turned
+he |.'3h+ back off and shut the door.
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'ﬂmhkssivihs kind of drd.ssc& onh, and mba&?'
was ltﬂihs. Eventually, Dad went downstairs
to work on his Civil War diorama, which is what

he d.lwn)rs does when PmPle 5+n}( too 1ah3.

But Dad Farsai' to lock the door 4o his work
room, and Uncle Joe walked ris’n-f in. Uncle Joe
seemed pretty interested in Dad’s diorama, so
Dad took about 20 minutes 4o tell Uncle Joe all
about the 150+h Rtﬁimth‘f and the role i+
Pla?n:& at Geﬂ?fsbura. But T dont think Uncle
Joe absorbed a whole lot of Dad's sPeec}w.

NICE TOYS,
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Thahkssivihﬂ reuﬂ‘)f didnt last too much |oh52r
after -I'ha-l'.

Dad used his trick of last resort, which is to
slowl?' turn vp the thermostat until ever}'ohe

clears out.

T dont think Mom’s onto that trick yet which
i5 a suod +Hh3. Because one of these du?(s - Im
sure Tl have a reason +o use i+ rn?'s;:IF.
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Fr.’clm,r, November 2.6+h
The dd.fs after %nhkssi'\rfhs are alwars weird at

our house, because some random relative s+d.?!$ with
us for a CWP1E of &o.?ls. 'ﬂ‘\is ymr, we so+ Great
Unele Cly&e.

Uncle Clr&e is ok, but he really doesn+ say a lot.
Th fact, he Jus+ makes these noises, and its
hard to know if +\‘\e?flre even su?Pasz& to be
wordsl. T+ makes for some uncomfortable
Situations.
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Sometimes its hard to tell if he's nc*]'ua"}r lnokihs
for a response, so E‘H"Er‘?’ once ih a while T +ake a
stab at i+.

Gramma lucked out +his year. The relative who is
S‘i'd.?'Ehs with her is Uncle Freddie, who is one of

my favorite relatives.
4

T want 4o be Just like Uncle Freddie when T aet
older. He's got a ton of muhey, a gant screen
+.v. with a Phaht buil+ riahi' into it, and even a
remote-control toilet seat that heats up when yau
press a button from the other room.
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T used +o not like Uncle Freddie, because he’s got
a renﬂ?z loud voice and he used +o tease me when
T was little.

T had +his pair of footie pa jamas +hat was blue,
and t'v'ery +ime Uncle Freddie would see me, he'd

Sd.?h'
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When Uncle Freddie called me Blee,” i+ re:slly
upset me for some reason. T told Mom, so one
:.me s}\e took me out to 'ﬂ\e store and {)OUS}'\'I' me

a brand-new Pd.ir of ?njnmns +to r‘e?lnte bloe
ones. So the next time Uncle Freddie saw me, T
was rmdy for Kim.

‘ﬁ
#

But that ohbl lasted for about five seconds.

WHADDYA
SAY, RED?
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Ahywn)t, T E‘u’th“l’Udu?( got over r-y dislike for
Uncle Freddie. Marbz i+ was when T outgrew my
footie Pajanns, or it was when 1T found out he

was loaded with mahzy.

Whenever Uncle Freddie’s in town, he nlwn?fs spoils
us. This ?Hmr, he Piled all +hree of us bo}/s into
his Cadillac and ?rominc] to Bu?l each ohe of us a
pet. Mom wasn+ so hot on the idea, so she came
along to make sure ‘l'}\fhss didn't get out of hand.

And its a sao& +hih5 she came, too, because of
course Rodrick had his E?Ft on the tarantulas and
boa constrictors.




13 T T i T T T T

Me and Mn‘nh?‘ ?kked out fish, so Uncle Freddie
bauﬂ}rl‘ us a biﬂ aquarium to hold them.

M.d.h‘ny got a 3o|&-ﬁs}\ and T got +his reu.ﬂ?t cool
Ahsel fish that’s all sorts of different colors.

A}

Rodrick ended up Seﬂ'ihs 4 1{551'1., too. T dont
krow what kind i+ is, but he Picktrl i+ out because
i+ said "Aggressive’ on the tank’s label.

So when T went +o feed mf fish +his afternoon,

I rr-d:lr. sure ot to se*l' r'-}/ hahd +oo close +o ‘1'}\&
water, Jusi' ih case.
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Saturday, November 2 7+h
[

Uncle Cly&e \{ihnny‘ went home *I'mla‘y, so T was
allowed +o have 'Rawley‘ sthd +he hia}wt Rodrick
was over at Wards house, so me and Rowlty‘ got

the whole basement +o ourselves.

\we baush-f +onhs of Juhk food and borrowed
ROWLE}(‘S dad’s 'Fc:-r'l'ablr. +.v. We even mahd.std to
sneak a cau?le of horror movies into the house, so

we were all set. But ﬂtf‘y‘l’hfhs c’nnhst:l when
Mom showed vp at 10:00 with T"hnhh?z.

LOOK WHO
CAME TO
JOIN YOuU!
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Mnhhy had been 'Fc-“awihﬂ us around all h.‘SH,
because for some reason he idolizes Rowle?(. T
not sure if Mom was ?1d.h-l'£h3 l“‘lnhhy as a spy or
what, but all T knew was that there was no way
we could watch our horror movies with him around.

Md.hhy ruined the last slee?ovar T had. First, ke
wouldnt leave me and Ben alone. Then, he sleP-l'
down in the basement with us. But when he got
cold in the middle of +he hiﬂhi‘, he crawled into
Ben's sleePihS bna +o L’.EEP warm, wearing ha‘l‘hihs
but a pair of SFE&ermnh Underoos.
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Since the horror movies were out the window, we
had +o come up with somE‘l'}\iha else to do for fun.
I“"lahhyls ﬂdsHis}ﬁ gave me an idea. Once Mom
went to btd, the three of us shuck out +}1r‘uu3¥1
the sliding glass door.

T had +o make Mdhh}( swear that he wouldnt +ell

on us for Shed.kihs out, and he dsr‘eﬂ&.

T'm sure he was Just -i'r}'.'hﬂ to impress P\owleyj
his hero.
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T made up a dare for me and Rawley. Each one
of us had +o g0 wd.?( back into +he woods, one at
a time, and find the tree fort that we built last

Summer,

'ﬂ-neh, we }\d& to write our hame oh the bottom
s-th to prove we made it H‘mre. Ahd whoever was
+oo chicken to do the whole dare had +o call the
other avy "Sir” for the rest of their life.

'Rowley :s.&reed, but Ke didnt seem too sure. T
said IJ go ﬁrs-l', and I htnde& into ﬂ‘w. woods.

Of COUrsSe, I }m& no intention of dc‘l‘ud.u?r Soihﬂ
1o the 4ree fort. T walked about 30 feet into
+he woods, then snuck back around +o the side of
+he q\ouse and let m?(SEHr s
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T had nlren&y written my hame oh the bottom
step of the tree fort when me and Rowlty built i+
this summer. So T nlr‘en&f had that part of the

Jdﬁ‘.’ tcﬁ"tl"ﬂd.

To kill some time, T made mysd\f a biﬂ bowl of ice

cream and mua}ﬁ' up onh some +.v.

Once T -ﬁaur‘a& thauah time had ?nsse&, T
walked out the side door and snuck back into the
woods. I messed up m?( *‘.du'r‘ and rubbed some dirt
oh my clothes and my coat, then came bur‘s-hha
out of the woods towards Rowle?(.
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I SAW A BIG DOG OR A
BEAR OR SOMETHING ON
THE WAY BACK. BUT
*%KILY I OUTRAN IT.

T could +ell bPJ the look on Rowlay‘s face that
‘H‘\EI"{‘. was no wny he was ,30"”3 out there. Tn
wfac-h 1'\& didnt even pretend 4o +r?'.

CAN WE PLEASE
GO BACK INSIDE
NOW, “SIR?"
[ 7
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Sunday, November 28+h

Me and Rawlt?t S"]'d‘}ftl.]t up way too late las+t his’n*h
M“hh}( ?oo?r.& out around midhisht and ohce we
were sure he was asleep, we put one of our horror
moVies in the Por‘*i'ablt +.v. T 4urned +he sound
off so th.hf wouldnt wake up-

Rc:-wlt}’ covered his t?fts for +he whole movie. So
with the movie on "mute’ and his hands over his
E}(ES; T'm not sure Exd.d'l?( what Rowley sai' out
of i+.

Ah?rwa?l, +he ohly +’m'h3 that got me out of bed

+his morning was the smell of breakfas+ caakihs n
the kitchen.
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T woke Rowh?f vp, and we went uPs+nirs. But as
sooh as we got into the kitchen, T could el
sarr-t‘l'}wfhs was up.

From the smug look on Nuhhy‘s face and the way
Mom was s+ahdih5 ) T knew rFSIh-I‘ awn?' +hat
Muhh}( Nad ratted us out about last h.’sh'l‘.

And Mom knew evgry-fhihs... she knew we snuck
out, sha knew about +he PFc-I'ura we broke w}\ah we
301‘ in a Milk Dud -FIS}\'I‘,. and she even suma‘how
kh&w about -I'}'-.a ]horror moVie we wu-l'd'\a&. I hcﬂre
to admit, Mmh}" was ?re-H?! 'I‘lnur-:auﬂh.
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But the +hih5 Mom seemed most vpset about was
how T (SUP?nsedlﬂ walked all the way back +o
the +ree fort b?e r-?zsel\f las+ histh. And she said
she had “evidence” because she walked +here +this
morhihg and saw for herself how T had written

m?! hame onh it.

T knew T had to make a choice: +ake the rap
for wnlkihs to the tree fort, or admit +o Rawlty
that T never did i+. This one was a no-brainer.
T +old ‘ROWLE}’ the truth, so Mom backed off.
Ahd there was no doubt T made the ris}d' choice.
Btlhﬂ oh Rowlt?‘s bad side is way different from

_-—.___

il SHDULD I N\
: KEEP \
v CALLING 1
e )\YDU "SIR'? !

-y ==

ﬁuhs on Moms bad side.
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After breakfast, we all went to church +c-3a+h:r.
Rowla?"s family doesnt go o church, so he doesnt
r:-,nll?e know w(.n'l’ ,you“ri: su?Pc:sad +o do durihg all

the different parts of the service.

T4 ke ever comes with us asu.'h, The 39'}' +o +ell
him that :{ur!na +he “cha be with ;mu" part, all
xou need to do is shake ?En?h:‘s hands.
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Monday, November 29+h
!

Now that soccer and ?qu Prndfce are over, T
get home earlier than the rest of the ‘Fdr'lfl?'.
And +n&d.?f, T was ﬂ?ttid";{ +hankful 4o get
home before Dad.

HELLO MR. HEFFLEY.. THIS
IS THE ADMISSIONS
DEPARTMENT AT BISHOP
GARRIGAN RETURNING YOUR

MESSAGE
DELETED

But the best+ +Hh5 about Envihs ho more Soccer
or Plnf practice is that T can take a nap from
the +ime T aet home until Mom calls me

downstairs for dinner.
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Man, T LIVE for my haps. Thve gotten so

addicted to them that when T wake up in the
morning, m?? first 'I‘hwsh'l‘ i5 nlwdys ,  How 1oh3
uhil m}( huP?"

= M
=
— <
j _ | . ——J\@
=  —Jo
AE"‘U:&“}(, my nappihg ?ri\rilese IS in Serious

-

JEDPd.Tcly rish-l‘ now. Rodrick takes a nap after
school, too, and when we come to the dinner

table, were both too 9093y and grumpy to +alk.
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T dont think Dad is too thrilled about coming
home to this scene e\rarfy thh-}‘. T bet he's one
s-hz? awct?' from Ja.'hs som-l‘hihs &ras-l'.'-: like
mul:?hﬂ 4 no naps after school” rule, which would
'|‘o'l‘ﬂu)r ruin me.

Rodrick’s in hot water with Mom rFﬂh-}‘ how.
A?Purehﬂ?f Rodrick had some hotrod magazine,
n‘n& ohn +‘he cover -ﬂ-w.ra was 4 womdh &ra?ed

across the hood of a car ) Wearing o bikin.

Mom ?r'obnﬂr hever 'wouH }m\ra khowh about i+ if
Mdhh?' hadnt found the magazihe in Rodrick’s room

and brcugh-l‘ i+ to his &a}gmra for show and tell.
AN

A5
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T saw the magazine rr-).tsd-F and i+ hohtsﬂy wash+
nhy‘l'}wfhs to get worked up about. But Mom lumps
nhy‘l’hfhs with any kind of skin in the same
sth.ernl cﬁtsor'?', and she doesnt allow that kind
of stuff +o be in the house.

So she held another "Summit,” but +his +ime it was
JUS"I’ her and Rodrick.

She wrote down a bunch of questions for Rodrick
to answer. After the Summit, T got a Yold of
-H-aa notebook nh& rau& what -l‘ha?’ br:--l‘i'\ wrote.
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T cant +ell if Rodrick was reqlly sorry for what
he had done or if he was Just lmkfhg for the

quicktsi' wa?/ out of an uncomfortable situation.
n'nn-ﬂu.x-aou- ﬂ-mflvw?
Neo.
poptar at schoot ?
No.
me T feel as‘hamed.
Do you have anyphimy gou
b 0 his ;E .
- P
. [
Tm sorry

womer.
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Tues&u?r, November 30th

Tn the Pd.s+ cau?h: of &d.?ts, +he Thvisible C’niras
+’.‘xih3 has -:.om?lei-el)/ gotten out of hand. T
+hink the whole seventh srd.dt must be in on the
Jake b?! row , and a bunch of teachers have found
out what’s going on. T knew it was Just a matter
of +ime before the bottom fell out.

So when T heard my hame on +he lwdstker
rlurihs Prt—ﬁlsebrn, T krew my goose was cooked.

GREG HEFFLEY,
PLEASE COME DOWN
TO THE VICE
PRINCIPAL'S OFFICE
IMMEDIATELY.

Il
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On my way down o Vice Prihcanl Ro?t’s office, T
tried +o -Ifisur'z out a wny Yo squirm out of the
trovble T knew T was in. T +hou5h+ md.?tbt T
could s?ih the facts and somehow make Chiras
look like the bad avy in this whole +’nihs.

T ff‘cjurtri Mr. P\a}y was goihg o make me
n?olnsfu to Oniras, which would be !.‘wmi'lin-l'ihs
ehwsh, ahd then there would be some 17'[;& of
official Puhishmeni' after that.

When T got to Mr. Ro?z’s office, he launched into
a sPtech about respect ahd clecehc?! and all of
that. As for the facts of the case, he seemed +o
krow Just about ﬂer‘?l‘i'\‘\ihs +hat had H’\d??ﬁht& so
far, -‘hcllurifhs tmc‘]‘ly when the jﬂkt started and
how T was the rihsllea&tr of the whole operation.
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So T didn*t have a whole lot of wiggle room
there. But luckily, Mr. Ro?l got ohe crucial fact
wrohg, which was the name of the victim. So +hat
made +the a?alosf part a whole lot easier.

I SINCERELY REGRET
THE PAIN I HAVE
CAUSED YOU AND NOW 1
DO INDEED ADMIT THAT
YOU EXIST, SHARIF.

Mr. Ro?( seemed ?r‘ei'-r)l satisfied with my d?olﬂsyj
and he acm117 let me 90 without +d.ckih5 on any
detention. T just tried to hustle out of there

before Sharif could pipe vp.
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T had alwars heard that after Mr. Ro}' chews
out a kid in his office, he sends them awa?f with a
pat on the back and a 1a|||'?a?. Ard now T can
Fell you firsthand +hat i+'s +ree.

T ron ria\‘\‘l' into C}ﬁfr‘ds in the }mllwa}z, who must
have heard my hame oh +he 1au&s?eaktr and came
down +o slod.-f.

LICK | ~

L

But of course I JuS‘i‘ walked r‘is}ri' ?nﬁ' him like
}w. washt even H‘\er‘e.
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Uh'FOﬁuhd'ftl?f for me, the s+or?f doesnt end
there. After school, T went vp o Rowltyls +o
tell him all about what haPPtht& in Mr. Rc:?t’s
office.

But when T aPehecJ +he door, who should be
there but Chiraﬂ.

il

7 ™3

The PFla of Twinkie wrappers and the 3""1"7 look
oh Rowzs face +old me Ch?rns had 'F?hd.“){

broken wlf:}e down.
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T 4ried o think of a last-ditch way to kteP +he
Jakz soJHSJ but the stack of video games oh +he
kitchen table distracted me. C’nird.s had braug’.‘rl'
over Twisted Wizard 2, which Just came out
TODAY. So apparently, he had done his

homework on what mf weakness was, too.

T decided to end +he Jnka riah‘l' then and there.
T+ has gone on too laha and to be honest, it
been more stress than its worth. CHNS IS
nr.‘l'uall;/ a ?rz‘H}z soa& 9vy and he was so relieved
to -Fiha"?! have someohe Jralkfhs to him again +hat
he {orgave me for the whole incident.

So I guess I F—:}t"&h’t }\in, too.
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Wednesday, December 1st
!

'Ta&d?t Ms. Jordan, our Ehshsh teacher, was
reu.lly steamed because the bis did'iahdr'}( +hat

USUQ“?‘ sits on her desk was missing. T guess some
kid must have borrowed i+ without putting it
back, but +he word she kr.?+ using was "stole.”

Now T dont know any kids who would steal a
&k'}‘iohnr}', es?e-:;.'aﬂ?' when Ms. Jordan kae?s a ton of
cuh&;,’ in her -l'o? drawer, which no one has ever
stolen. But she said +that if the J.’r.:-Hohnry wash+
returned to her before the end of class, she would
l:ee? us inside for recess, which was next ?arFa&.
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Class ended, and hoﬁody‘ had come forward. So
Ms., Jordan made soa& oh her promise and ke?Jr
us inside for recess. And she said she would kte?
us inside for recess every dd.?! until the &ici‘iahd.r?l

was returned.

She told us that she was going to leave +he room,
and that if +the "cul?rH"' returned the &icﬁnmr?l
4o her desk while she was gehe, there would not
be any consequences.

Then she put Pa‘H?f Farrell in f.}ﬁd.l"st as the

classroom monitor and left the room.
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Pd.‘H}r Farrell was born +o be a class monitor. You
have never seen a class better behaved than i+
was with PaH‘?‘ shrfhs tvery'nht down.

All T can say is, T hope +his Dic‘]‘fr::-har?t Thief
Nurries up and comes clean. Because if 'ﬂﬁe?l &oh"l',
Tm going to have to seriously cut down on +he
amount of chocolate milk T :ﬁr"ihk at lunch.

MAY I PLEASE
USE THE
LAVATORY?
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Thursday, December 2nd
'Ta&d?t wds &d.;y two of Ms. Jordan ktt?fhs us
inside for recess. She assigned Alex Aruda as class

mohitor, so 1 guess her strategy is to pick the
best-behaved kids in +he class for that c]ui?z

But comParerl ‘o PaH?f Farrell, Alex has zero
nﬂ}mrf‘l‘y. So of course as soon as Ms. Jordan
left+ the room, i+ was total Pnh&tmohfun.

A cou?le of kids who are ?re-H’y sick of getting
stuck indoors went to work +r7'Fh5 to ﬁﬂura out
who took Ms. Jordan's dic-Hohur}e.
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'ﬂwz?l cornered Scoﬂ‘f Lamb and ih-fzrrasnﬂd him
on the susPicic:-h that he mis’.ﬁ know where +he
:lfc*l'iamr'}( 15, because he's d.lwdy‘s usihs bis words.

Scn‘H?f fessed up to btihs +he ]}fcﬁamr?r Thief in
less +han 15 seconds. But a search +hrau31n his
stuff came up th‘i?', and i+ was Prﬁ‘l}r obvious
Scn‘H}z Just confessed because of the pressure he

Was Uhrl er.
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You would think +he goohs who .'h-l‘arrasn-}‘a&
Sco'Hy miﬂh-l' have learned a lesson from getting
a false confession, but a few minutes later -I'}‘\a
had Peter Knouff claiming to be the T)I-:-f.'ohur}z
Thief , too.

T+ seems like +hese 3&.75 idea is to +nr3a+ +he
smallest kids first, and work their way up. Se T
ﬂsurt at the rate ‘Hhﬂ?"rt going, T have about a
dﬁf and a half lef+ before 'H"‘Ef 3&'}' to me. T
dont know what dictionaries cost these dn};s , but
Tm ser.'ously -H-\Ihkiha about Just buf.'hs one r-.?eself

ahd "mnftss.'ns" before my rumber is up-
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Friday, December 3rd

'Tucld.y was the third rin?t Ms. Jordan kep‘l‘ +he class
inside for recess. The %u&s who were ths Yo
flush out the Picﬁomry Thief were moVing I"Ed.n.?l
quickl;/, so me and a r.r:uuPlt of my friends realized i+
was just a matter of +ime before ‘l”ne?' got to us.
We knew we had +o +ake drastic measures.

T came up with the idea o hire Alex Aruda to
solve the case. T have read emus’n E-ht}(tlﬁ?t:lfa
Brown stories to know that sometimes i+ takes a
nerd to aet you out of a real ?Ehc}w. So we
nPPraar.}wt& lex, who of course had his nose

buried in a book.

N
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We told Alex we wanted 4o hire him o solve the
case of the Diﬁ'iohary Thief, and that there was

ho time o lose.

Alex had no idea what we were +n|kih5 about. T
guess he's been so wrd.PPed up in his book for +he
past muPle of &a?fs that he hasnt taken any
notice of whats been going on around him in the
classroom. Plus, Alex alwd.;ys s+d.fs inside to read
during recess anyway., $o T guess Ms. Jordan’s

punishment hasn't rmllf made any kind of change
in his life.

We laid out all the facts of the case, which didn+
amount to much. Alex +5nau3’.'\+ about i+ for a while,
+hen d.srtt& to take the case. But uhfori'uhqi'el}(,
Alex has read his share of E.hcyclo'[;z&in Brown,
400, and he said there would be a fee.
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Alex wanted 10 bucks vp front, and another 10
if he could solve +he case before the end of +he
Ptrfc:-rl. Twehi?l 5ucksf€ncyclo?tdia Brown oh|}r
d‘mrses 25 cents.

Me and the other avys had a PrrH'}( Kot debate

over whether or not i+ was worth it.

What -FEhd.H?r convinced us all to ?ah?‘ up the cash
was when we heard 5‘|‘dh|e?' Lich+man screaming for
r-w.r‘cy over b}( the coat closet.

So we collected 10 bucks and handed i+ over +o
Alex.
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The first +Hh5 Alex did was ask us all for our
hames, which was ?rt‘Hy JhSuH‘ihs‘, cahsf&tt’ihs the
fact that weve all been in the same class for the
past six years. But T was willing to look past it.

Then Alex Just went back +o readihs his book. T
+’nau3’n+ he would at least g around the room and
start interviewing ?taPie, but he didnt budgt.

E‘hally, rfah‘l' before the Ptrfc:-rl ended, he called us
back over 4o his desk and said he had solved +the
case. 1 tx?td't& him to break into some kind of
scientific mumbo- jUNbo like Ehc?w.a?e:lfa Brown.

But instead, he just
reached into his bntk?dck
and Pu"e& out Ms.
Jordans &ic‘?’fohu.r?(.
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He txPlaiht& that he borrowed the &ic‘]‘iohar‘f from
Ms. Jordan a few &n?es ago So he could look up
words that he didnt know. So Alex was the
ch‘]'fahar?’ Thief all alohs.

Then Alex demanded +he rest of his mhe?i. Some
of the other guys were sﬂ..-mbllihs as ‘l'-'hr.?f handed
over the cash, but T had to kind of admire him.
You dont get the +itle of Smartest Kid in +he
Class for hai‘hiha.

Next was the matter of Puﬁihs the :lfc+iamr'}'
back on Ms. Jordans desk.
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Alex wasnt dumb F.’rmus*‘n to do it himself, so we
had o ?ick someone else for the Jab.

We t\l’Eh‘l‘udu?( settled on Sr.c-H}' Lamb, becauvse at
ohe point he had been the Prime Sus?ec-l'. Sr.oH‘)r
washt too hot on the idea, but after some
‘|‘¥‘-r‘td‘|‘ehihs looks from '1'}\?. 31.75 who harrassed him
+o beﬂih with, he d.sr‘EE& 1o do it.

Uh'ror“l'uhd‘l'el?’ for Sf.oH'y, Ms. Jordan walked
back into the classroom at the worst ?ossiﬂa

moment.
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Ms. Jordan -I'r-::-rg-::ﬁr all about her o cahsequeh:es"
?ranEse, and she H—I‘ S-:aJH'?f wi-l'h a one-week recess

Sus?ehsfoh.

T guess f theres a suniny side to this whole
situation, its that Smﬂy will have Alex Aruda to
ktﬂ? him ':.om?n.h?!.
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Saturday, December F+h
Have ).rau ever had one of those Sﬂur&ays where

ou woke vp i +he morhihs and ﬂ‘mus’rﬂ' it was a
school &a}t, but +hen you realized i+ wasn+?

And that )rau didnt have dh}(‘l”.‘\iha ?'au needed +o
do, so you could Just la?J in bed all Ja)r f you

wanted +o?

Well, thats how my dny started out.

AHHI—IP

5
o

i
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T+ didnt s-l'a‘y like +hat, +5nuus’n.

TIME FOR YOUR
DENTIST'S
APPOINTMENT!

v

Dad schedules a dentists dPPaih+mzh+ for me
every six months, and my dentist, Dr. Alcazar, is
+he WORST., Tve been +r?1fh3 to get Mom to
let me ao to Gentle Dental, like Mnhhy, but Mom
Sd.fs f T switched dentists i+ mfs’;ﬁ' hurt Dr.
Alcazars "-Ftelfhss. " Tf Mom thinks Dr. Alcazar
has “feelings” then i+ just proves she doesnt
know the first +Hh3 about him.
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The main reason T want to switch +o Gentle
Dental is because “I'}uz?' have a sigh oh their
window that Sn?'s, “We Cater +o Cowards,” and
+hat's me, ria}d' there. ‘ﬂ‘ney have all +hese
posters of *h:&&?f bears and stuff like that in
their waiting room, but it's not like that in Dr.
Alcazar’s office.

Tn Dr. Alcazars waiting room, there are all
+hese awful pictures of people who didnt +ake
care of their teeth. T guess +he idea is to scare
you into ’nnh’?hs soo& dental h?rsiehe.
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When Dr. Akd.mr bruuﬂh‘]' me back +o his room,
he started grilling me about my eating habits. He
got all over my case when T told him T drink
soda. Ht brc:-us\‘ﬁ out this jdf +hat had some
teeth in it that were all eaten away, and he +old
me that +his is what ’ndPPme& 4o +he +eeth when
+he )ar was filled with soda.

T 4ried 4o get a |au5h out of Dr. Alcazar bf
Sd.?tihs, “0.K., Tl +r‘?t Yo remember not to ever
leave my teeth in a Jar of soda.”
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T dont know if Dr. Alcazar doesnt get kid
humor or if he just didnt think it was funny, but
he dt-ﬂhH‘ely did not laus’n. Th fact, when {.
started clmhfhs my teeth, he seemed +o be a lot
rausher than T remembered him Be.‘hs before.

e

T started 4o kind of Fahi-:q because if +here's one
person }mu dont want to be mad at yau, i+s +the

vy whose aot metal tools and is poking aroundg in
5}’}’ got +al +ool &'?k's di
).tuur mouth.

At one ?nihh Dr. Alcazar started rloihs x—rn‘)ts,
and he Pu+ a wad of cotton between m;/ +ee+}w,
ahd then told me o bite down. T started +o aet
+he ’nd.hs of it, and so when he was daihs m?l
back molars, T did the "bite down’ part before he
told me to do it to show him that T was Pn?tiha

attention.
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Uh'FOﬁuhd'ftl?f what T ‘l'}soughi' was the cotton
wad was ad’unﬂ?z Dr. Alcazars -Fihgtr.

ALIIIGHH/

He sent me back out to +he waiting room and told

me he would deliver "diaanosis’ in a few minutes.
™y 9

T -Irfsure& Dr. Alr.az.ar would want +o 5&‘1‘ revenge
on me for biﬁhs him, so hed 5“}’ T needed ten
cavities filled or a root canal or sor-rrﬂ\ihs like +hat.
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But what he did was worse. Dr. Alcazar handed
Dad a Pnn?Hrl' and sent me down the hnllwny +o
Dr. Platt, who is an orthodontist.

Your child
needs

HEADGEAR

Two hours later, T was back in the car with a
contraption +hat looked like a medieval torture
device s-i'm?Fe& to n?' head.
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DPr. Platt+ told me T had to wear +he hend‘senr
at all times, even in school. So T guess Dr.
Alcazars Plnh was to 'h'?t +o end ry social life.

T took that ‘H‘u'hg off the second T So'l’ home.
Mom told me T had 4o wear it, or my teeth would
end up like Rodrick's, who S'h:a?Pﬂd wearing his
retainer too soon. What Mom doesnt know is
that T'm nc-h;nII?‘ to blame for that. One time,
Rodrick mus}\'f me 'I'r?'ihg out his retainer, and
after that, he could never I:vr'ihs himself to put it
back on.




3 T T T T T

Sunday, December 5+h

'Ta&d.?t Mom and Dad had some errands to run, so
+’n¢y rlr‘o??td me off at Grammas. Mahh?l was

Iﬂull’tdd‘?‘ there because he spent +he hishi'.

T +hink Gramma was a litte JISaP?m'n‘l'r.& T
showed up, because she was lmkihs forward +o
sPeh&fhs +he dn).r with T"\nh.h?z alone. Gramma
?reh:hés she doesnt have a favorite Srahdkfrl, but
+he pictures on her re-Frisr:rar tell a different
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'ﬂ\ere’s E:-hl;f ohe Pichurt of me on ‘l'}wr.re, but yau

can oh1?’ see the back of my head.

T guess T should consider n}/sel-F 'luck;/, +}-.oush,
becauvse Rodrick’s Pif.-furr. isn+ on there at all.

But if nhynht ever mentions +he number of
?id'urts of Nahh;/ on the re-i-hrisern-far, Gramma

nlwa;/s Sd.fs the same H\ihs.

I LOVE ALL OF MY
GRANDCHILDREN
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Htr, eu'tryohe*s 301' their favorites, so T'm not
complaining. All T'm saying is that T think it
would be a whole lot easier on Gramma if she would
Jus*l' be open and about who her favorite 15, like
Dad’s father, GrarnPd..

GREGORY
IS MY

FAVORITE/

Aﬁm"f, T used +o be Grammas favorite a long
time ago, but T ruined it for myself. Ore time, T
was over at Gramma's house, and the ice cream
truck went I:?; Gramma wouldn+ give me "'hf mht?l,
becavse T had dlfﬂd&?’ had ice cream that &ny.
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So T sat down at the kitchen +4able and wrote
Gramma a hote. -j: ‘hd+ﬂ

oY Gram.
7 e

Gramma kr.?-i' +hat note and framed i+. She has
it hanging in her {o?eer to this fl‘ﬂ?‘. And
whenever she's showing someone around her house,
she points it out to them.

AND THIS IS WHAT MY
GRANDSON GREGORY
I"’MDE FOR ME.

{Fip

T ’nahes-H dont think she’s ever going o let me

live that one down.
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T“Iohda;,u December Hth

T havent mentioned my fish for a while, but
there’s a reason for that. When T first brought
him home, T was rcall}( excited. T ‘l'}wou‘gH' i+ would
be cool 4o kee? a separate qur"ﬁd.l for my fish and
record t‘u'tf'y"’}‘\fhs he did every &a?;.

But +o be honest with you, T learned +hat fish
dont do a whole lot thats worth writing down.

)

So T kind of lost interest after a few d:sys.
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But T should have kt?i' better track of what was
going on in the tank. Because when T went +o
feed mf fish +c:-&a?l, T was in for a Prci“r)( st
shock.

First of all, Mahhy’s fish was gone. T+ was ?”’Hf
obvious that Rodrick’s fish ate i+.

Second of all, even ﬂmus’n my fish was still there,
Nis t?zes were missfhg. Rodrick’s s+uP-‘:1 fish must
Nave attacked mine after he ate Mnhhf’s.

7
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And when T +ried +o feed my fish, he couldn®
find the food, even H‘mus’n T was +n??ih3 oh the

Sld.ss to show him where i+ was.

'I_ &ec.’ded to move -}‘]he uquur}um over to the
kitchen +able. Dad corq?lnihecl and said he couldnt
eat with my fish look.’hﬂ like that, but T needed
to kEEP ah E;;,’E ohn P\o&r Fckls 1{‘-51'1 nh& mdk& Sure he
didn't try ah}(-l'hFhs fuhh}e.

g
28
1

}
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Tuesday, December 7+h
Rodrick has a Hsi'ar?‘ paper due tomorrow, and

Mom s m‘.‘]‘ua";/ makfhs him ‘l?f?t i+ himself for once.

Rodrick usuall;/ writes his papers out oh notebook

paper and then hands +them off 4o Dad +o 17?&.
And then when Dad’s reading over Rodrick’s work,
Dad finds all sorts of factual errors.

Then, Dad goes back to Rodrick and tells him all
the mistakes he found.
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WELL, FOR STARTERS,
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
DIDNT ACTUALLY FIGHT
IN VIETNAM...

But Rodrick doesn+t care about +}\e errors, and !\t
tells Dad +o Just go ahead and W?e it vp anyway.

Ohl?( Dad cant stand +o Jl}rPt s::mi‘hiha with all
+hose mistakes in i+, so he Just writes +the whole
ﬂ‘u'hs from scratch. And a few &d.?(s later, Rodrick
brihss home his Srd.de& paper and Pu-ts it up oh
the refrigerator door.

e
-
) I
3
-
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Well, +his has been goihg on for years, and T
guess ‘I‘ahis!\‘l‘ Mom 'ﬁhn"y decided i+ was time for
Rodrick +o start &oihs his own work.

So she had Dad give Rodrick a crash course in
‘I}'Pihs and then let him go o it.

T could hear Rodrick *’y?.ihﬂ about one letter a
minute, and you could tell i+ was Jr‘i\r.’h_aj Dad r.r‘az?z.
Flus, Rodrick would come out of the S‘I'udy‘ P.‘uftr?(

-Few minutes :!.h& usk Dd& Some &umb quesﬁuh.

WHERES THE
SPACE BAR
AGAIN?
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Eventually, Dad cracked. He waited for Mom +o
go to becl): and +then 17?#.& Rodrick’s whole paper
for him.

TYPE
TYPE

TfPE

I have +o Sd.?r, I'm Preﬂ')- imPrtSSntJ wH'!\
Rodrick’s sys-hzn. Sometimes T wish Dad didn+
know I know }\ow to pe; because now I cant

use the same +rick when T get to ’ni_ajh school.
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Wednesday, December 8th

T dont know if T have mentioned i+ recthﬂ?t but
i+ has been FREEZING e'u'r.r?/ morhing when T

det U‘P.

Dad has been hn\'iha a hard +ime StH'ihs me out
of bed so he's started 4o Play Nardball,

He wakes me up ten minutes before Moms out of
the shower so T haul all my blankets into her
bedroom and wait until shes done.
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T l.,,?, down on top of the htd*ﬁns vent and Just
wait there until Mom gets out of the shower.
Sometimes its almost as Saod as s+ill bzing in bed.

FWOOSYy

The ohl?’ downside is that the heater turns itself
off a\rer?' two minutes and then T'm J"5+ la;g.’ha
there on a cold piece of metal waiting for it 4o

turn back on. .

== ==, CHATTER
) CHATTER
S . CHATTER
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But rtcen“H?' T have found a secret weapon in
batting the freezing mornings. T found an old
?ihk bathrobe and a pair of sh'??trs in Moms
closet, and Tve been ?u*H'Fhs them on e'lu'zr?a +ime
T get out of bed. T+ makes +he morhing a whole
lot more bearable and puts me in a whole different
frame of mind to start oy 4“7'

TU +ell you, women have the rfgh‘l‘ idea with this
robe -I‘Hhs. T uhly wonder what else T'm missing

out on.
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But uh-FaH'uhni'dy, T +hink my robe and sh'??ers
:1:1?'5 are o-l'-.-ﬂcid.ll?f over,

Dad walked in on me waiting for Mom +o get out
of the shower +odny, and he didnt seem +oo

}“"PF?" T’

FWO0SK
When T got home from school this afternoon,
there was a bis box in the Fcn?le.r filled with stuff
for Goodwill. And T'm pretty sure T saw a ?.'h.k
bathrobe 5+E:kih5 out of the 'h:?.
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Thursday, December 9th
'TQHESH' at dinner, Mom got a P’nuht call. T+ was

Rowley's mom Sd.?tihs +hat last week, Mrs. Srﬂl’.&ltf
gave ﬁ:rﬁ'}\ o a bnb}f ba?f.
Dad Pt‘m‘.ﬁcall}( choked on his ’ndmburser, and T

knew the reason w’ny

F:f5+ of all - .I: doh"l‘ 'H'\ihk pn& even khew Mrs.
Srnadla;/ was pregnant. And second, that means
there are six months until the next Sna&h:? half-
i:frﬂw:{ny ?nr-t?(, which means Dad ahly has less
+han 180 :ln?fs until he has +o face his doom.
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To uhderstand what T'm +qlkih3 about, ?'ou’:i have
+o know the Smdleys. EVEI’PI time one of their

kids gets o be six months old, the Sne&lefs have
a half-{:-irﬂx&mf ?nri-y ahd invite all the ne.‘s}wbors.

The ’.‘14’3“53’.‘11’ of the Pd.ri?t is when '1'}\&?’ make all
of the adults line up ohe 5}( ohe and ‘h’)l to get
+heir Bnb?f to laus’n. So the grown-ups end up
makfhs comPleﬂ fools of themselves b?f &afns all
+hese wack?! +Hh35, and its all bziha Vi&m‘l‘n?td
b)f Mr. SNE&IE)‘.

A-GOO GOO
GO0 GOO!
T

\\\1 W ::l:
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And e».rerybo&?( knows that Mr. Srr.e&le?(’s big
dream is to win -H\e 5r'd.hd ?rEze oh AnerEc:st
Funniest Home Videos, so he’s just trying fo get
some good material to send to the t.v. station.

He's gotten some ?reH?' decent stuff. Last year,

Mr. Jordan split his pants while doing jumping
Jnr.ks in front of Seth Smdh?', and the year
before that, Mr. Lee du'l:'ﬂrd“;:/ fell into Shane
Smedleyjs bnb?' Pool after Joihs a cartwheel for
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But Mr. 5ne&1¢7 still hasnt gotten a call back
from America’s Funniest Home Videos, so T guess
hell kte? }mvihs +hese hdl{-birﬁ'!\ddy parties until
he does.

T dont even think Dad knows about the America's
Funniest Home Videos angle, and it ?robabl
wouldnt even matter if he did. Dad hates +o aet
up in front of PeaPle anhd ?er-Furm, so T think
hd.vihs to act like a mohkey for Sombo&yls kid is

his worst ni5h+mre.

But so far, Dad has avoided having to do it.
E.‘u"tr?( +ime its his turn to 3&'1' up and ‘h}( +o make
a Smedley kid |nu3h, he's r.oh"d'ehith‘Hy in the
bathroom or he cant be found at all. Moms on +o
him, ‘|‘¥‘|ﬂu31'~.. She said that this ;,'Ed'r‘, he's Soihﬂ
+o H‘.d\re to be a Sﬂod SP{:-H‘ and take his urn JUS"‘
like ever}(l:o&?' else.
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T renlly wish Mom would have timed her ultimatum a
li+He better.

T was couhting oh Dad -I'dkEhE me and Rowle;,r out
for ice cream +th5}~.+, but after dinner, Dad +ook
a long look at the calendar, and then he went
straight to bed.
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Friday, December 10th
f
You know how you can tell that Mom ran out of

5@94 shacks like Twinkies and Ho Hos when she was
mdk?hs ?faur luneh? You se*l' two fruits in ?mur M&.

When T got home, T torn?inihed to Mom about
not getting a shack. But she said that one of us
bo;fs must be stealing the snacks from the box on
top of the spare freezer in the luuhdry room,
because she bufs Just ehoua‘h to cover our lunches
for a week.

ﬂwah 5}'1?..'- said 5}'15’5 hot soihs to bur extra snacks
if we run out an more, and if we come vp short at
the end of the week, well JUS'I' have to “make do.”
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LB

This is a ranll?' Serious ?roblem. Tf T dont get a
shack in l""l? lunch a\rer}{ &uy, T rvish-l' d.c‘i‘ud."?’
starve to death. T uswﬂy eat about two bites of
my sandwich and give my fruit to P\owley. So most
of my nutrition is coming from Ring Dings and
Showballs.

After Mom walked ovt, T confronted Rodrick and
Mdhh;{ about s+a¢|}h5 the snacks, but of course
-Hwe}( both denied i+. At this Po.’h'l‘, T beHFhﬂ
i+'s Manny. The spare freezer is raa"}( +all, but
that kid can climb like 4 muhke;;.
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T'm sure avaryoha thinks T'm the one who's r:lm'hs
i+, but trust me, Tm not. T admit that back at
the beginning of the school year T used to steal
snacks from the |¢.uh&r?r room, but T learned my
lesson when we ran out of snacks on a &u;/ +hat
Pud mude our |uhﬂhes.

WOULD ANY OF YOU
GENTLEMEN CARE TO
TRADE FOR THESE
DELICIOUS
CROUTONS?

HoPt{ully whoever has been shnlihs +he shacks will
stop how that Mom has laid down the law. But Tl
ku? my eyes Pulu:& Just in case.
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Saturday, December 11th
[

We had Grd.mPu.’s bir*i"n:ia}/ Pd.ri?f over at our house
+c:-h53’.‘1+. When Mom was setting vp +his afternoon,
she moved the aquarivm from the kitchen +able into
*Hn.e garage. Ah& sure ehaush, a cauPle haurs later

when T checked up onh rny‘ fish, he was gohe.

T+ was no 5.‘3 n?zsi-ery who was resPohs;blr..

So Rodrick’s fish -ﬁha"y ate mine. Now Rodrick’s
fish is too fat o move, and he ju5+ sits there at
the bottom of the tank like a slua. Bt T auess
he should have +\‘mu5}ﬁ+ of +hat before he decided

o 90 and 5&1’ srer.&f.
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A+t dinner, Dad could see T was Pr‘eﬁ}t bummed
out. He 4ried 4o make me feel better bf +n||kihs
about i+.

But he said he didnt r'eu.l'l?z know what +o say,
because he had never had a pet die. He told me the
s-ﬁ:-r?l of how his cat, Nu‘H?f, ran nway 1o a
buH&r-ﬂy‘ farm when he was a litte bc:-}(.

He told me i+ made him
n*.d.ll?t sad when it
}m??ehe&, but that he
felt o.k. about i+
w"xt‘ne\rer he H\ous}ﬁ' of
NU""'?’ fr oliﬁkihﬂ with all
of those butterflies.
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Now, T have ro idea what +hat has to do with

fish getting eaten. But T know how much
Dad loved his cat NU‘H?‘, ahd so T listened +o
his Bu*l"l'er-ﬂ?f Farm s+ar7 for what must have been
the thousand+h time.

But then Gr‘m?n s?ukc up- He said that N
didn't m‘.‘l‘unlly run awdy o a Bu*H'trﬂy Farm all
+hose ?u:d.rs ago, and that he Jus+ made that
s+nr>( vp to tell Dad.

He said ‘H'm'f w}w.'l'
reall?e l.'m?'[:zhtd
was that ohe cold
hEsh‘h he
ac:ideh‘l'all?e lef+
No‘l"iy outside,

and NU‘H)‘ froze
like a ?o?sicle.
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GrnmPa said that now that Dad is a growh man,
ma?ibt ﬂ‘xey‘ could have a smd 1u.u5}\ over it.

But Dad did not laugh about it. Tin fact, he
didnt say ah}fﬂ‘ﬁhﬁ at all. He sent Grampa home
before we even had a chance o eat an?f of his ice
cream cake. And T dont think i+ was a mistake
+hat he sent Grd.mPn outside without his coat.

D

After that, Dad went s+ru.'3h+ to his room. So
that's the second time in three h.’sh'l‘s that Dad
Nas gohe to bed before 7:00 p-m.



3 T e 1 T T T T

Sunday, December 12+h
f
'Ta&d?t we sc:-l' our first sure sish that Christmas is

coming... the Sears (:o.+n|lo3 came in the mail,

* Sears Wish Book °]

E.\.rer)t year wheh we get +the Sears lf:.:su-lﬁu.h:-:-ﬂJ me
and Mahh}z 1f-'5]h+ over who gets the first crack at
i+. This year Mom gave first dibs to Mahh)l , So

all T could do was watch
while he circled all +he
-H-\Jhss he wants for
Chn’s-l‘mas with a b.’s

red mnﬂic mar ker.
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Mahh)' must have circled every single -h::?t in the
ca+a|¢3. He was even cir'dihs rm“)f expensive +Hh35
like a miniature go-cart with a real gas motor and
stuff like that, so T decided +o step in and give
him some soa& older-brother 17’13& advice.

T told him that if he circled +}wfh35 +hat were +oo
Ex?ehsi\re, he was Just going to end up with a
bunch of clothes on Christmas &n?f. T showed him
how it's better +o Just circle three or four medium-
?r'fct:l si-F-l's so that he ends vp getting a cau?lt
+hih35 he renll?z wants.
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But of course he Just ishnre& me and went back +o
cir'chhs ﬂery‘]'}\ihs on E"u"tr'?' page- T guess from
Mahh}(ls Pafh‘f of View, t\rzr?f‘f’nihsls coming from
Santa d.hywa}z, so he didnt have much use for m

advice. Looks like hell have +o learn +he hard hrd.?f.

Rodrick doesnt {:4'5}\‘1' with me over +he Sears
Cﬁalo& d.h?tmor‘t because he Just makes his own
wish list and kttPs it vp on the re-lfristrai'ar year-
round.

R

A had g
& Rodricks Wish
Lis+
1. Nf'ﬁf &rUmg
2- NEW van

3.Shrunken head

(real)

<\> y
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When T was seven, T put my own wish list on +the
re{riatrﬁor, and i+ was a disaster. The c:-h.|}f ‘l'hfhs
T really wanted that year was +he Barbie Dream
House. And NOT becavse T like Sirls’ +c:-)t5, like
Rodrick said, but becavse T +haush+ i+ would be a

red.ll?z awesome hideout for all my army soldiers.

When Mom and Dad saw my wish list on the
rt{ristrﬁor, ‘H\e?f sa‘]‘ into a biﬁ nrsumh+ over .

Dad said there was ho way he was {)u‘y.’hs me d
"dollhouse,” but Mom said i+ was Fm?or-i*ah-i* for me
to "exPar.'mah-l'" with \-.r]hﬁaver k.’h&s of '|‘075 I
wanted.
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Believe it or not, Dad nc.+uall>( vetoed Mom on this
one. Dad told me +o start my wish list over and
?ick out Some +o?!$ that were more "dP?r'o?riai'e."

T had a bm:ku? ?lnh. T knew if T 4old Uncle
Freddie what T wanted, he would get it for me.
But on Christmas, when T oPthed Uncle Freddie’s
si-lrh i+ was not what T was tthr.-ﬁhs. He must
have walked into the store and bwsH' the first
'H‘\ihs he saw that had the word Barbie” on i+. So
if y‘au ever see a Pit:‘l'ure of me ’nal&ih& a Beach
Pd.t'i‘)t Barbie, at least now you krow +he full

s+or?f.
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Dad was not 'u'zry }mP??f about Uncle Freddie’s
Si-lrﬁ'. Dad told me T should give it away or aet
rid of it.

T should have Just done what Dad said, but T
ktPi' it ah?mrd.?!. And Dad never would have
found out if T didnt have an accident o r.auPlt
months later that sent me 4o +he emergenc
room. Pad was not +oo thrilled when +he doctor
?uﬂed a ?Eh.k Barbie shoe out of my hose.

And let me +ell you, Rodrick has never let+ me
hear the end of THAT.
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Monday, December 13+h
NP; school &d.?! started off with n‘joH. Th

homeroom, hame was ahhouhced over +he

lnuds?eaktr for +he second time in two weeks.

GREG HEFFLEY, PLEASE
REPORT TO THE VICE
PRINCIPALS OFFICE
IMMEDIATELY.

Usmll?r , when T get called down to the Vice
Pr?hc.‘Pal’s office, at least T know what T'm in
trouble for. But ﬁda’:{ I. }‘mr:l ho clue w}m‘i‘ was
30??\3 on, So I d?&hj'l‘ even know w]hu'i“ l:ihd of
mess 1 was going to Kave +o +alk m;/sal-F out of.
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I -ﬁsul“&& +his r-isq'\‘i' ha\re Somﬂﬁhs to do w.’ﬂ\
+he giant s?i-l'bd." -FESH' that }mP?eheJ on the bus
+his morhing. I“ admit '1'}\:11‘ I Joihtﬂl in, but Ijm
not the Su?( who started it, and T wasn+ SthS to
take the heat alone. So b;/ the time T got to Vice
Fr‘ihr..'?nl P\o?fs office, T was ren&y 1o name names.

T+ turns out it wasn't about the spithall fight at
all. Last week, the school had a contest where
everyone had +o make :ah+i-5mokih3 posters, and
Vice Pr‘ihci?:ﬂ P“’V Just wanted to tell me T won
Honorable Mention.

Jay
JAQIDMIN
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T have o Sd.?‘* T was Preﬂy relieved T wasnt in
any trovble, but now T had a new kind of worry.

All T did for my poster was trace a picture from
one of Rodrick’s rock albums and ‘i‘}‘.th ?U‘l‘ Some
words with it. T'm h-:::?ihs the wrong Pea?h dont
find out about my Plnginrim becavse T dont need
to be sved before T'm even in Hﬂh school.

DON'T SMOKE OR
you'LL LOOK LIKE ME.
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Ahyw:ay, the avy T lost +o is named Charles
Cdr‘h?( and he's in the eis\‘ﬁ'h Sr‘dde. Charles won a
free banana s?h'-l' at Baskin Robbin's for getting
first ?luce. T guess Mr. Ra?’ must have been
JmPresseJ with his rh?whs.

Tf T sound bitter, its not becauvse T lost. T+5s
Just that T d.lwn?/s see Charles Cdr‘h{ hdhsfhs out
b}( +he back door of the school, and

a ?m:k of agarettes a cidy.

e must smoke
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Tues&u?r, December 14+h
'Ta&d.?t Mr. Underwood, the P’n)ts Ed teacher,

made an annhouncement. He said +he sfrls and the

5075 will be &oihs sr.?nrah'. units for the rest of
the month. The Sirls will be &afhs s}zmmﬂfcs, and
+he Bo)ts will be &aiha wres*]'llihs.

Now, if +heres one +’nih5 +he bo}(s in r-).t school are
all into, its ?ra-Ftssiam'l wres*]'lihs., so ﬂeryahe was
wired after the announcement. Lunch comes ris’.‘ﬁ
after gym, so the cafeteria was a total madhouse.

P
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T decided if T didn't want +o get clotheslined b?'
one of these fools, T'd better do my homework.
So T rented a cnu?h: of wrestling video games to
learn some moves. 'ﬂweh, T Prd.c‘]'ice:l +he moves

on Rowlt}f.

There is this one move called the Camel Clutch
where ?m-u ?u-f ?four knees in the other Su?r’s back
ahd pull his head backwards. 'ﬂwr:?r snzr of you do
i+ ris’rﬁ', the other 5"'}’ will nc*l'uall}' lack out.

DOES THIS
FEEL RIGHT?
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T was acﬂd.u?’ starting to get +he }mhs of it.
And T would have gotten a whole lot better if
Rowley hadn+ made up Some lame excuse and gohe
home risl‘ﬁ' when T was in the middle of learning
Now o0 do a proper Pile driver.

T +hink T nﬁah‘l‘ have found my talent with +his
wrts-ﬂihs +’nih3. 1f ﬂ‘u'hss g0 well for me, md.?!{':rt
T invite Dad to one of my matches and T can

erase nh}( mmor‘?{ he has of that soccer ?’no‘h:- n

the local paper.

L]
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Ad‘un“y, Td better make sure T dont do TOO
well in gyr Preston Mudd Just got hamed
"Athlete of the Month” for btihs +he best
Pla?:zr &ur‘ihs the basketball unit, and ﬂﬁt}z put
his picture vp in +he ha"wd.f.

* P. Mudd
LEy

Athlete of the
o Month .

T+ took PmPle about five seconds to realize how
"P. Mudd" sounded when you said it out loud, and
five more seconds after that to start giving
Preston a hard time about it.
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You'd think that if ;(ou won Athlete of +the
Month, you'd get a little respect, but not at our
school. 1 even saw Dervis Hamilton doing the
"Pee Mudd" -I‘hihﬂ to Preston, and Dervis is
SON‘E'H&;"'\S like 4-foot-5.

T dont khow what ?ao?le would make out of my
hame, bt T &eﬁh-’-l‘el?r do not want to find out.
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Wednesday, December 15+h

Well, T found out +orla}' that the kind of
wrestling Mr. Underwood is teaching in school is
COMPLETELY different from the kind of

wrestling H"Ef have on +.v.

The firs+ +Hh5 Mr. Underwood did was hand all of
us guys these things he called "singlets,” which
looked like womens’ bﬁ’nihs suits from +he 18005.

Then he told us ‘l'}wey were our UNIFORMS, and
+hat we all had to wear +them for the whole
wrts-ﬂihs unit, which is somtﬂ‘u'hs like +hree weeks
lnhs.
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Gr‘awhuPs are nlwq?ls Snyihs +hat kids these &n?!s
are out of s}mPe, and after sm'ha t‘i‘tf‘}fﬂht up close
in their sihsleﬂ, T am going to have +o agree.

Mr. Underwood started askihs for volunteers so he
could demonstrate all the different kinds of
wrts-flihs holds, but +here was no wd.?! T was going
to raise my hand. Me and Rawlty backed all the
way up to the curtain that divided the gym™ but
uh{or'i'uhahly some of the ajrls who were &aiha
'him{:rliha oh the other side cnus’.ﬁ an e:/e-l':ull of us

h our s.‘hslueﬂ.
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Noba&f volunteered +o ’ntl? demonstrate the
wrestling moves, so Mr. Underwood started singling
PtaPle ouvt. And like T said before, his kind of
wrestling was NOTHING like the wrestling kids
like me are used to. There are ho ?Elc&rivers, ho
hiﬁihs PmPlc with chairs, and no ﬂ?'ihs off +he
ropes. Th fact there arent even any ropes at all,
Just a swmi?f mat in the middle of the floor that

smells like i+ has never been washed.

Evm‘l‘unll‘}t Mr. Underwood sihslr.& me out o show
+his hold called the Fireman's Carry.
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While Mr. Underwood was explaining the hold +o
everyone T could tell that my uniform was not
Joihs its Jab ktt:?ihs me covered. T could feel a
breeze down below. T was +a+d.||?‘ txPusul, but
+here was hoJths T could rm")/ do about i+. All
T can say is that Tm super Sla& +he girls were on

the other side of the 3)’” behind the curtain.

The &d.?! ahlr got worse from there. When T
a?ehu} up my lunch, there were two boxes of
raisins instead of Ho Hos, so the snack thief was
at it again. T had to frade my raisins and
sandwich to Marc Cho for a half of a {:ras of
MgM's Just o make sure T could aet &raush the
rest of the :iq:,/.
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T was rea"?f ticked off that someone in my house
stole the shacks again, T was es?eci:a“y mad
because when T noticed we were runhing low on
shacks ;/ES‘I'EI"&d?(, T borrowed some Ho Hos from
Rowleyjs house +o make sure we didn+ run out. But
whoever was S‘i‘Edlihﬂ the snacks ate -I'}\raus!n the
resuld.r SUPbe and the 5:1{.111.:? SUP?b(J +o0.

I wds ?rtﬂy t:les?erdﬁ'e, because here it was ::-hl;,'
Ne&hes&a?', and we were -I'c:-+d.11?( out of snacks for
+he wetk.I 301‘ some more shacks from Rowlt?('S
house on the wd.;,( home from school, but he said his
mom is starting to ask questions. So T guess my
bnﬂku? SU‘FP'V of snacks has run &r’y

Tohiﬂl’q‘l‘, T asked Dad if he would }'\El? me out
with the siHtuation, and he nﬁunll;{ sym?n-l‘hized
wH‘}\ me.
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He ook me to the store, and we Picked vp ehoush
snacks for the next chle of &ays without Mom
kh:-wihs.

Dad had some ?rrH?z soa& ideas about Pra+ec+fhs
+he new stash. Ht hthe& me set up a anb?r +raP
in the laundry room +o hab whoever s rlaihs this.
We got some fis’nihs line from the basement and
risse& it up to some old cans, so that whoever
shuck into the 1d.uhdr'71 room Yo raid the snacks

would make the cans come crns}nfhs down.
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T was PrrH}t sur?risui Dad ’nthtd me out like he
did. T ﬂsur&& he Sus?ed'ed either me or Rodrick
of beihs the thief, because when +his ?rabltm first
cr‘oPPtd vp, Dad said the ?uhfshmth*i' for whoever
IS cnus’.ﬁ would be "no &rummihs and no video games
for a month."

T havent heard mf crns}\fha cans +nni5}\+, which
is very Sao:l hews for me. Decause for tomorrow s
lunch, T have a baﬂ of Twizzlers with my name onh
t.



1 i T e T T T T

Thursday, December 16+h
Tﬂ&d}f in gym Mr. Underwood sPlH' c\rcryant up

into different wﬁsh‘f categories for wresting.

There is ahl?r ohe other vy in my wei&h‘l‘ range
ahd so he is ?reH?f much m?f ?er‘mdhth+ sparting
P‘df“fhtl".

GREG YOU'LL BE
PAIRED UP WITH
STINKY HERE.

S-Hhky Williams is a nice kid and all but he's one of

those ?ea?le who raa“y lives up to +heir nicknames. T
dont know if hes got a skin condition or what but
S-h'hky's sweat smells like rotten eags.
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Uh'FOﬁuhd'ftl?f T got to be a lot more familiar with
5+i'nk?! than T wanted +o be. A?Parth+||71 he has
been Pa?ffhs attention in gym class because he
Pihhtc] me e"fer’y wa}/ ?lau could imsiht.

That kid r*-ia}ﬂ' be cursed with Srﬂt“y sweat, but he
is blessed with SUPEI’!{IUMdh s+rr.h3+h. Of course, T
misl‘rl' have been able 4o resist a lit+te better if T
was wfllihs +o dc.*]'uall;/ touch him with m?' hands.

All +he other kids who would have been in our
wr.fsh‘f class were smart tmush to bail out tarl?z.
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A+t least three kids got sishtd excuses from their
parents to get out of he wrestling unit, and Mr.
Underwood sent them down +he hall 40 Ms. Watson's
Home Ec¢ class. T +}wush+ about getting a note,
oo, but T knew Dad would never ao for i+. T he
did, believe me, T would have been down the hall
cooking Huebtrr‘?i pancakes with the rest of +those
guys instead of letting 5+fhky roll all over me.

All T can say is, f the school expects me to kﬂ:?
wr&s-ﬂma, re going to have +o bu‘}t me 4 hew
smslei' ever?( a?: Because there is no wa?: T

wearing the same sfnslﬁ more than once.

s E
y S

=

11
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After wrestling, we had lunch, and T was lmkfha
forward +o eating my ?nak of Twizzlers. But when
T reached in nf bna, there was ha‘l‘hihs there but
a sandwich! T didnt even get douvble frut, so T
had nothing to trade with.

When T got home, T was renﬂf ticked off. T
went into the lauhrlr}! room to check the baa{;?f
trap, and ﬂtr?d'hihg was shill in ?lace, but all of
+he snacks were Sohe." Whoever stole +he snacks
-Irisurt& out a way around my trip wires.

T decided i+ was time +o do some heavy-du
ihvtsﬁsd-ﬁoﬁ on the two sus'Ftd's, and L started
with Rodrick. A-F‘i'ar &ihher, Rodrick watched t.v.,
ahd T went dowh into the basement o start
going ‘1'5nrou5!.‘\ his stuff.
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T didnt uncover ahfﬁ'hihﬂ, but Rodrick started
walking down the stairs before T could finish the
Job. T climbed into his desk 4o hide out, and T
had to wait there while Rodrick had a conversation

with this friend, Ward.

have a heated debate over whether or hot a persoh
could +hrow vp while s+ah&ih5 on their head, After
about an hour, T realized T m‘s}ﬂ' have o s?eh&
+he his’.ﬁ' in that desk. But 1uckily +he ?hcme died
on Rodrick and when he went u?sﬁfr‘s to get the
other one, T made a break for it.
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Friday, December 17+h
f
This wresﬂihs vhit has Jrc:d'ally turned our school

u?side down. Now, kids are wresting each other in
the ’nd.ﬂwn?ts, in the classrooms, you name it.
Recess is +he worst. You cant walk five feet on
+he Pln?tsrnuhrl without tripping over a couple of
kids goihg at . So IJUS'f +r?l to keeP rw)t

distance.

Mark my words, one of these

I l morons is going o roll rf3h+ into
the Cheese and start the Cheese

Touch all over again.
9
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The wors+ ‘1+nih3 is that all +he bullies in the school
have a free pass 4o do whatever ‘H‘\t}l want.
Teachers cant +ell +he difference between kids

rehmrsihs their wresHing moves and regular buu}(ihs.

So far, Tve mamstd to avoid any real flnhstr 5)‘
planting m?lsd-i: near the recess monitors. But that
hasn+t s*h:-PPerl Kthh}( Keith and his gang from
nskihs me if T wanted +o "Prac-i'icz" wre:s*l'lfhs tuzry
+hree minutes.

T guess Kehh?' still hasnt fura;vm me for the

SocCCer 'F;n.Sf.D.
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MP; other PrnHtm is that T still have 4o wrestle
5+.'hk?e Williams. T had +his idea +odn7» that if T
can move out of his wtish‘f class, Mr. Underwood

woh+ make me wreste him ah?zmre.

So T braush-f in a bunch of socks from home and
stuffed my clothes with them. But T s+l wt.'s’nt&
in about 15 Pauhds +oo h's}ﬁ' to move up.

T WOULD Just +r>/ to gain wr.ESJh-i' the natural way
\57 gorging m?(sel-F at lunch every &ny. But with no

snacks, thats Prnc-ﬁr.a“y .'rnPussEHt. T know T'm not
going to gain 15 pounds on carrot sticks and pears.
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Saturday, December 18th
[

'Ta&d.?t Mom made a sihserbrta& house, like she
does E"u"l:f'?! y'ear. 'ﬂﬁt +imih5 couldnt be worse.
TVve been so starved for sweets 1d.+el?l that T'm
+em?+ec] to Jus+ break off a w}wcﬂe wall and stuff

But Moms thserbn:nd houses arent for eating,
“|’he?l’r£ Jus+ for decoration. She uses them as a
centerpiece for the +able on Christmas E ve.

Last year she made o sihszr{:'rea& house +he &ay
after 'ﬂmhkssﬁu'fhs, and it sat in our -Friclse for a
month.



1 T T T T T

T would sneak into the kitchen every hig’.ﬁ and
lif+ the lid on +he sihserbrm& house and break
off a Sum&ra? or some {rnrl'ihs. T+ 4ook all of
self control 4o eat such a small amount each
time, but T {Egurtrl ha{:bmiy would know the
difference if T Just took one more little piece.

I

7T

=

T didn+ srl' cduslh‘h either. E.?crrl'l\iha was
areat vntil Christmas Eve, when Mom took the
Sihserbreud house out of the rc-FrFsernﬁr and ?“+
i+ on the &ihihs room table.
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T guess T let +’r\ih55 get out of control. When T
saw i+ in the full 1.‘3’.‘&, T ?r‘ncﬁcnu?’ couldnt even
+ell i+ was suPPasz& to be a sinsr.rbrm& house

dh}(mm"t. o

The back walls were so eaten away +hat +he whole
+’nih3 fell aPa.r+ into a Pih: of sihserﬁrmrl crumbs
atter about five seconds.
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Somehow Mom knew i+ was me who did i+. T +ried
+o &eh?/ i+, but she knew T was 17’ih5 d.hf-m?/.

Uh-For-i'um-ftl?u +his was ri5h+ around the time
when Mom started writing o "{'rnmﬂ?f advice” column
for our newspaper, and she was alwu.fs Ioakins for

material.

So thanks 4o the sihserﬁrtmi house, a cou?le da}(s
after Christmas, T was a local cclzer?t.

When y;ur child

1s being deceptive

/i
At The weeks leading up to Christmas
Heffley can  be a source of stress lor a

child... and can harbor unforseen

temptations. My  son, Gregory,
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Sunday, December 19+h
f
T've been cnrn?'ldihfhs +o Mom all weekend about

how T have no mc:-ht??, ahd how T cant bl.i?!
nhy‘l’hfhs in the cafeteria when someone steals the
snacks. Rodrick’s been griping about mhef 1d.+=|?1,
too, so T guess Mom got sick of it. She came up
with this hew sys-htm called "Mom Bucks."

Mom Bucks are +o}/ mohey Mom mustve taken out
of some board game. The basic idea is +hat me and
Rodrick can earn Mom Bucks b}t dnihs Smc} deeds.
Then, we can txc}mhse our Mom Bucks for real
cash or use them to get out of &uihs chores and
stuff like that.
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Mom started each of us out with 500 Mom Bucks,
so T thought T had struck it rich. But then
Mom told us that each Mom Buck was anl;;; wor+h

ohe cent in real mhe?/.

Before Mom was even done e;-:?lnihihs all +he rules,
Rodrick cashed in his whole stash 4o get out of
rloihs the dishes for the week.

T Rodrick wants +o blow his mohey like that, he
can go ris}ﬂ' ahead. But me, Tm going o hold on
to my Mom Bucks. Because you never khow when
+here's going o be an ewerszhc:/.
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Th fact, T asked Mom if there was any *'Smd
deed” T could do +o start nddihs to my bankroll
ris’.ﬁ dway. Mom 1".‘1::!.131‘11’ about it for a minute,
then said that if T put ry rirdwihs skills +o work
and made Christmas cards for +the kids in my
class, she'd give me 20 Mom Bucks a card.

T started drnwihs before she had a chance +o do
+he math and reﬂ'ﬁhk the offer. ﬂ\er‘t are
Sﬂﬁ&‘l’hihs like 250 kids in ny Er'd.c]m, and in
trade-in valve that 4ranslates +o five Twinkies a
Ja.?' for the rest of the school year.
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But corﬁhﬂ up with a message for each kid in m}’
class was ar.+ua||?l a lot harder than T Jr’.‘muaht
T +ried +o sa?l snmc‘l'hihs nice on each card

without getting too mushy.

FRONT

BACK

Wishing your Fmily
all the best for the

hnl.‘cla:,' 52A450N...

Oh },rmh.. ish+ your dad
{:tihs ih‘uftS‘l‘isu‘l'e& for

+ax evasion?

Well, aa.o& luck with +hat.

Guog My
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After about an hour, Mom came upstairs o check
oh my progress. She read over the cards T had
done, and then told me that it wouldnt be
necessary to draw any more. Then she smaPe&

+hem up in her arms and headed back downstairs.

T assumed she was Pu-H'ihs sﬁmPs on them and
+akih3 +hem out 1o +he mailbox, But later on, T
found the cards in the sarbnst can in the kitchen.

Hr.?r, T don* care what she does with them, so
lahs as T get Pm’&.
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Monday, December 20th
!

Well, Mom stiffed me on the Christmas cards, so
now L still didnt have any money o b“}" snacks. T
knew T had 4o do sc-rru:‘fhihs drastic 4o catch +he
snack thief once and for all, or T would never find

another Ho Ho at +he bottom of my lunch Ens.

T decided T was saihs +o have +o catch the
?erPeﬁahr red-handed. So T went into the
lavndry room, hid in a basket with a camera and a

-Fldshlish‘l', and waited in the dark.

An hour went 57 without nh;(‘l'}wfhs thPchihS,
bt T S+d?ltci super alert with the camera at the
rendy.
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Fiha";/, someohe came in the room. L could see
from the Fzrsm's outline in the Joarwa}( +hat i+
was Mom, so T ducked under my shirt 4o kteP
hidden.

Mom was Just in there +o take the clothes out of
+he &r‘ytr. She unloaded them rfs’rﬁ into the
basket T was in, and she didn+t notice me H&ihs

+here.

She left without 'I’ukfhg u.h)-‘ shacks, so at least T

could rule one person out for sure.
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Now we were down to Rodrick and Mahh}'. T sat
there for a while ‘l'}wihkiha about how great i+ was
going o be 4o nab one of them. But those clothes
Mom c]uwptc} oh me were r'td."?l warm and made me
+O+d.u?f sltt?y, so before T krew i+, T was
zonked out.

T dont even know how loh& T slt?‘h Al T know
is that if someohe else hadn't come into the
lnuh&r:; room, 1 would have sle?']' +here all nisi'\‘h
'I. wds ih a kih& of dre:arn?e !.'mze when i+
hu.??thtd. T didn%t rtully come to mf senses unhtil
T heard some tl"ihkliha wrappers and some 1.'\&::&7

c{u'l?r munchin 9
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As soon as T realized what was going on, T
Sha?Fz& into action. T 4urned on my ﬂnshlish*f
and aimed it toward the sound, and ?mu would

never believe what T saw.

Dad! T+ was Dad. He had been the snack +hief

all nlahs. T couldnt even believe it.

Once he was cnusH', T waited for him 4o tv.Pla.ih
himself. He has put me +’nrw5¥u a lot of srieﬂ
and T wanted to hear what he had 4o Sct}(.
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But T had to wait a while. When T JunPtd out
at him, T think he swallowed a Star Crunch
whole, so i+ took a minute for him 4o choke i+

dowh.

Once Dad started syenkfhs, he didnt seem too
interested in Ex?ld.ihfhs himself or d.?clasiz.iha. He
seemed a whole lot more concerned with what T

was :loihs ih a Fflt of Moms pdjamas in the dark
with a ﬂaSHis’.‘ﬂ'.

But T wasnt goihg to le+ him distract me and
sguirm out of this one. T asked him what he was
:lm‘hs, 'i'dkihs all of our lunch shacks every hish-f.
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Dad exPlaihed Kimself 57 5“"}”;“5 +hat when there
is Juhk food in the house, he cant stop himself
from eating it.

He went on and on about how i+'s rmll)r Mom s
fault for Bu?(fhs +hat 171;?. of food for our
lunches, and how if she got stuff that wasnt so
"+¢,.,P+;h3_1*' he wouldnt have a Pr‘oblr.rn cah‘l‘r‘o"fhs

Nimself.

What T wasnt ’nmrihs in his s?eec!n was rm?( kind
of aPalosr or a promise hot to do i+ agdin. So
while Dad was +n1kih5, 1 Polishtd off the three
Star Crunches +hat were still in the bin.

CHEW
CHEL, .
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E\rth‘]'unﬂ‘}t, Mom came back in the room with more
lnuh&r}(. She 4urned on the 153%1' and +ook a
minute to observe the scene in front of her.

4
o (¢ _f gk
l.‘

Bd?

There T was with chocolate all over my hands

w?ﬂw wrappers scu-?-l‘erecl aver'?fwl-\are‘. S0 1_: l:hew
w}.u‘f it |-:::ok&|:]; like.

T made a bold decision riﬂh-l' then and there that
m;ﬂ}rl' seem dumb to some ?euPla‘, but T +hink it
r-..'s}rl‘ be the smartest ﬂ'ﬂhs T ever dreamed up-



3 T e T T T T

T decided 4o bail Dad out and make it look like i+
was me who was +dkih5 the snacks, and not +he
other way around. See, Dad’s cholesterol is realll}(
Hsl'm, and T krew that Dad would getiha whole
lot more +rouble with Mom for eating Juhk food
+han T would.

T acted like T was in the middle of apologizing to
Dad, and promising T wouldnt do it again. T+
took a minute for Dad to catch on, but once he
did, he went with i,

JUST AS LONG
AS IT DOESNT
HAPPEN AGAIN.
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Mom didn+ even get involved. T +think she was
}xa???l ehous’n Just to see us resolve the issve
Pmctfu"}/, and she walked between us to the

washihs machine without Sd'f';hﬂ a word.

You mfsyn‘i' think T made a reqll:,/ s-h.api& move, but
Jus*l' watch, m?? sacrifice is soihﬂ +o Pd'f off bis.
Dad rea.“y owes me for this one, and its smd +to
have him in my deb+t.

T ffaurt at the ‘fer’}( leas+, hell get me my owh
5”??"}" of shacks each week so he can kteP raidihs
+he geheral Su?PI?" T be ha?PZ/ t+o look +the
other way if we strike up +hat ki

And who knows? Mayﬁe T can squeeze a lot more
out of him than that.

nd of bnrsnih..
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Tuesday, December 21st

Tve been +hihkih3 a lot ld‘]‘t':/ about the idea of
gaihing 20 Pouhds +o move out of 5+fhk?' Williams’

wtfsh‘f class in wr‘tsﬂiha. T nlwn}/s {IISUTE& T4
Jus*l' fatten up oh 4 bunch of Juhk -Fm:i, but now
T have a different Plan: Tm so.‘hs to gain r'-?‘
weight in MUSCLE, not fat.

T decided 1o spring my ?lnh on Mom and Dad
+ohi3’n+ and ask them to get me a sau?td—u?
exercise center for home. T borrowed one of those
5047‘ builder magazines from Albert Sahrly and
showed i+ Yo Mom and Dad +o Pleml my case.
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Now, T've never rmﬂf had much use for muscles
before, but +his wrts*l'liha unit has really created
a crisis for me. And T ﬁsurt that if T bulked
vp, it would ac*i'uall?l solve some Prabltms later on
down the road.

See, the football unit is coming in +he spring, and
the teams 41wn?zs gets split up into shirts and
skins. T +hink Mr. Underwood puts all the kids
who are out of s’nnPe on skins as a Jake, because
+hat's d.lwn)fs where T end vp-
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T ff.cjurt if T can Pntk on some muscles, T can

surprise e‘#er‘?lbc:-d;/ when April rolls around.

GREG HEFFLEY,
YOURE ON
SKINS.

Ahfﬂﬂ?’: T -i".‘mush*i' Mom would be enthusiatic
about rr-)t idea, because she's always mm?lnihihs
that T dont exercise. But she ﬁ’f??td +5nrau5h
+he Borly builder magazine with a sour look on her
face and said what those men were rioihs to

themselves was "mutilation.
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'ﬂ-qeh she said if I wanted a weish-l‘ set, I Was
going o have +o prove that T could stick with an
exercse regimen b)f t:luihﬂ si-l'-u?s and Jumfa;ha
Joacks for three &a?'s straight.

T was like, si-l'-u?s and Jum?ihﬂ Jntks are for
sissies! T +ried to ExPlnEh how the ahl( way to get
-I'ohu?r rEP?ed is to have +the kind of Es}m--hc}x
machihes ﬂ\ely have in +}xese nd.SdI.ih-ES_, but she
wouldnt bu&se.

Dad, on the other hand, was re:s.“y enthusiastic.

He +old me if T wanted a bench press, T should
kee? my fingers crossed for Christmas.
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T was like, Christmas? Time is running out here/
One more Jny of wresﬂihs S-I'ihk?( Williams and my
Skih 5 Sﬂiha +o ?Etl D'F'F.-

But T realized that was +the best T was going to
do. Tf T want to SE‘I' buoff, Tm Saihs to have
to take matters into M;,' own hands.

I wds seﬁiha r‘Eddy ‘o go UPS‘I'dir‘SJ but Mom said
+hat as lohg as we were all -I'oat:-l‘her‘, she had an
ahhouhcement to make. She said +hat from now
oh, the lunch snacks would be under lock and key
in her -Filihﬂ cabinet so there would be no further
"indiscretions.”
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Htr, thats sm& hews for me. Lm Per-&cﬂ}( fine
with the idea of m?f food beihs ?roer:*i'ed.

But Dad seemed Preﬂ'f shocked b?! +his hews. He
told Mom that he should Probnbl}/ have a kt}(;
‘oo, for "bd.':.ku?."

Mom shot down the idea and tucked the key away
in her ?rxkrl'. So T think she must be on +o him.

Tf Dad +hinks +hat this new &welo?thr
c’.‘mhsts the fact that he owes me bis +ime for
what thPehed las+ his}d', he's sa‘l‘ another +1'1.Ih3

comihs.
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Wednesday, December 22nd

T couldnt wait o get home from school h:-&d.?t S0
T could start my wr.ish-f training program.

Even +\st}-. Mom wouldn+ get me the equipment
T needed 4o do things the right way, T wasn't
going to let +hat hold me back. So T went in +he
-Ifri&st and Erﬂ?'ﬁtf.]r out the milk and orange juice,
filled the containers up some sand T found in +he
garage, and fastened them 4o a broom handle +o
make a Prﬁ'l‘?' decent barbell.

'ﬂ\eh T made a bench press out of an irah.‘hs
board and some boxes. Once T had +hat all set,
T was rtd.cly‘ 1o do some serious |i1{+4'h3.
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T made the mistake of cn“ihs up Rowley and
nskihs him +o be m?l +r'aih.ihs ?nr‘l"n.er. He ook
about an hour 4o come down the hill, and when he
showed up at m?’ dmr, he was wmrihs +his
ridiculous aetup.

T 1".‘101.:31‘11' about Just closing the door on him and
warkihs out oh m?! own, but Tve read that ewery
wtis}ﬂ'li-lfﬁr needs a smrl spotting parther. So T
ﬂsur&d T better keeP him around.
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Rowlr.y was the first one to use +he bench press,
ms+1r because T wanted 1o see if the broom handle
was going to hold up-

He did about five reps, and was rend?/ ‘o quH’,
but T wouldn®t le+ him. That's what your training
parther is for, +o push you Bzyoh& your limits.

15 MORE!
COME ON/

T had a suspicioh +hat even ‘H‘mu\g}x RowlePJ
showed up +o work out, he wasnt 3uih3 1o be as
serious as 1 was about we-’sl'rl' liﬁfhs. So T
decided o +ry an e.u:?e.rfms:h'h



3 T e T T T T

While Rawle?t was &afhs his reps, T went and got
a P’.‘mh?‘ hose and mustache Rodrick has in his
Juhk drawer. Then, when Rowltf had +he barbell
in the the “down” Pasf‘Hoh, T showed vy face +o
Kim +o see what he would do.

Sure ehws}w, Rowlcy busted out laushihs and
TOTALLY lost his concentration. He couldnt even
if+ the barbell off of his chest.

T +}-.c-u5}-.+ about hel?ih.s him get it off of him, but
then T thought that if Rowley didnt learn that
Ke needs 4o get serious about we.‘s’nﬂi{ﬁhs; Ke's
never going to get +o where he needs to be.
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So Rowle?f tried to roll the barbell down his ’oo&}r
while T read up on some wefsh-t gain Pow&er Th
ﬂihk?hﬂ about Se'l"i‘Fhs.

T e\reh+ually had o bail Rowle.y out, because when he
couldnt roll the barbell past his }\F?s, he tried bH‘rhS
a hole in the mik Jug to let +the sand leak out.

After getting the barbell back in ?Iace oh +he
boxes, T got rr.m:ly to do my set. But Rowlei said
he didnt feel Like wurkihs out dnymore, and he
went home. T kind of -F-'Sure& hed ?ull 50M‘|+15h5
ke that. T guess you cant expect everyone to
have the same dedication ?!au do.
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Thursday, December 23rd
'Ta&d.?t when T walked 4o the bus stop, T saw
Rc:-wlty haldihs a Christmas present. T+ made me

realize Tve been so focused on wefsh‘l'li{:ﬁhs +hat
T havent ‘har:ll}/ +}wou51n+ about Christmas at all.
Then, all of the sudden, T realized w’n.)r P\aw'lty‘
had o present... +c-r1a?r was Secret Santa &ar at

our school/

Man, T TOTALLY {or'soJr to get o Secre+
Santa gift. T was assigned +o Byrnh Brown, and
T didn+ have a H\ihs to give him. T started
scrounging around in my back?ack for samt‘fhihs
T could use as a siﬂ', but +there was ha‘]‘hihs h
there but an old bnlnhey sandwich.
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Then, riﬂhi' before the bus came, Mom Pu"td vp
ahd honked the horn. She handed me a SJH for
Byrah, WFQ?PE& and E\i'-l:r?’"]'}\ihs. ITm super luck?'
she kEtPE track of that +;(Pe of +}wih3.

T ?eeleé off some of the wrapping paper to find
out what the 3[-[:1' was, and i+ was one of those
LifeSavers book +Hhss with about 10 Packs of
cnh&?f i it. T was PrzH?' Ps?fchtd, because the
onl cd.h:ly B?fruh can eat is SUSar—-Frzt. So the

LifeSavers were as 30:-& 45 mine.
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Th m’ghi‘h Pen’od, we did our Secret Santa
exr.hahse. T was }wo?iha C’nir‘ns drew oy hame,
because his mom alwd.?fs goes WAY over the three-
dollar limit.

But someone else must have sa‘H'eh ry name,
becavse T got stuck with a c’ncaP foam cup holder
that T bet cost 25 cents.

The Secret Santa t::r.hnhse took forever, and T
had +o sit there +r>-.'h5 to entertain m;;self with
+he cwp holder while everyone around me was
eating their chocolate and ?lnyiha with their -h:?(s.
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'ﬂ\e hrd.;y the Secret Santa ‘l".‘\ihs works is that
+he teacher ?icks out a SJH ahd Snys, “To Grzs
Htfr-ﬂt}.f from Secret Santa or samtﬂ\fhs like
that. But when she scﬁ' o m;l siﬂ', she read
what Mom wrote on the Pnckase:

"TO BYRON BROWN,
WITH WARMEST
HOLIDAY WISHES, FROM
GREG HEFFLEY."

T quess Mom doesn+ get the whole "Secret’ Pd.r+
of "Secret Santa.”



T +ried +o brace rv?fsaH'ﬂ for the reaction, but the
kids in oy class rta"}e let me have 4.

GREGORY AND BYRON, SITTING IN
A TREE! K-I-5-5-1-N-G/

T cant Say T r'tally blame +hem. Because if i+ had
been me on the other side, T would have done the
Same exact +\Hih5.

When T 5a+ home, T was reudr 1o blow off some
steam on the bench press. But Dad 4old me we
were Saihg 4o have 4o run some errands, and r-n?r

workout would have +o wait.

3 T i T T T
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We went 4o the store 4o Pfr.k up @ si-ﬁ' for the
Gi\riha Tree at church. T+ bns.‘mllr a Secret
Santa kind of +’m‘h3 where ?tc:-u 3¢+ d 5-'1{+ for

Someohne W’.‘IDJS httd?’.

Mom told Dad +o Pir.k up an extra-large wool
sweater for our Givfhs Tree avy- T +4ried 4o +alk
Dad into aetting snmﬁ'}\ihs cool for him instead,
like a remote control car. Because imagine of you
n?thtfl' your one Christmas SJ-H', ahd i+ was a wool

T'm sure our Gth Tree 5!.?' will ?u-f +he sweater
out in the 4rash, u.loh3 with all +he Pmms we sent
his wd.?' &ur‘ih‘g the canned food drive in November.
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Friday, December 244h (Christmas Eve)

This morning when T woke up T realized T hadnt
boug}ﬂ' a sihsle sHDr for ahyohe 71&+. Plus, T didn%

even have any money. But Mom let me cash in some
Mom Bucks at a Hs}xer rate so T could 51.7 Some
Siﬂ's for PmPlt in the -Fam1?l.

Me, Mom, Dad and Mdhh?( spent most of the &“f
at the mall. On the drive back home, i+ was dark
ovt. Dad noticed a Hihkfhs red |is’n+ way up in
+he sk).r and pointed it out to T“hnhh?x.

LOOK, MANNY! IT'S
SANTA'S SLEIGH! HE
MUST BE COMING TO
VISIT OUR HOUSE!
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Now, T knew i+ was Just a Plahe and not
Ru&d?}wls red nose, but T wasnt about 4o say
nh;(‘i'}‘\fhs in front of Mom and Dad.

T remember when Rodrick was a kid, and Mom
and Dad told him if he didnt behave, Santa was
safhs +o find out. But Rodrick said:

I DONT
BELIEVE

i

T had never heard dh}f‘ﬂ\ihﬂ So insane in my

entire life.
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On Christmas morning +hat year, Rodrick r‘ea"}'
?aid +he price. T got the normal amount of sfﬂ's
from Santa, but the ah|}( 5-‘1{‘1'5 Rodrick got were
from Mom and Dad.

T learned my lesson from that one. Believe me,
oull hever see me ndkihs +he same kind of
mistake Rodrick made. Pa.’h5 that is like

5udfdh+aeih5 ;/auu se‘i' 90% less SE-F‘l‘S on

Christmas mornin g
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So whenever Mom and Dad mention Santa, T
make sure +he?¢ know T'm still on board with the

whole concept.

OOH/ 1 SEE HIM
TOO! HI SANTA!

'ﬂwe?f\re tried +o sit me down for the "Santa Talk”
a bunch of +imes, but The alwufs found some
excuse to get out of it. Tim ha?ihs T can keeP
+his up until T'm at least out of !.‘u's}w school.

After dinner, we Pu‘]‘ ornaments up on the
Christmas +ree.
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E‘w:r;y year me and T"'lahh?t {fs’rﬁ over who gets to
?qu +heir sf-ﬁ's behind +he couch in +he corner of
+he |f1.rih3 room oh Christmas dd,y' The corner is
prime real estate because ?zw cah stack all yaur
Przsr.h-fs back +here and +ake ‘)tcnur +time aPthihs
+hem without beihs disturbed b)t d.h)faht.

Mom said T aot the corner last year, so it was
Mnhhy's turn to get it this year- But T Pu“ec’t
out last ?!eu.r*s Christmas album and showed her a
prcture that Pra‘-rtrl m/y case,




3 T i T T T

Later on +ah55}w+, T heard T"'lnhh?t +hrowih3 a fit

in Moms room.

—

Mom ﬂ‘mus’rﬁ T""nnhhf was vpset about losihs +he
corner or that he was Just o\rerly excited about
Christmas ﬁihs tomorrow, but T krew +the redl

s+or?l.

See, Mom and Dad have been ktt?ihs all of +he
Christmas gifts in Dad’s closet in their bedroom.
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'ﬂwz?l bwsh‘l‘ all of Mnhh?”s ?l‘ESl:h‘l'S about two
months ago, and he found them hidden in there
rish-i' dway. So he's been ?l'd'f;hs with his
Christmas +o}(s E‘u’tf'?l his’.‘ﬂ' since October, and
+ohis1n+ Dad must have moved +hem down +o his
workroom +o wrap them. So when Mdhh?l went to

PI"‘?' with his 3[“’5, +h=>! were howhere o be
found.

F1

Ah‘)twny, Mom put T“hnhh?t +o bed tar‘|}r, which

ended up ﬁihs d sm:n:} ﬂ'xihs. Mom had been
-h:lkfhs about hmrfhs the whole -anil?t sing
Christmas carols around +he Pid'rm +ori5\‘\+; and T
was ?rrH?' slnd to get out of that one.
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After Na.hhy went to bed, T went downstairs 4o
get mésd-lf a glass of milk and rnarﬁz watch some
+.v. But Mom and Dad were in the kitchen
wrd.P?ihs ?rtsahﬂ rishi' out in the open. 'ﬂney
werent even trying o hide i+ or ah;rl"m‘hs. Th
fact, T +hink H\E?’ le+ +hemselves get mug}ﬂ' oh

OO0PS, 1 GUESS YOU
CAUGHT US. AND
NOW THE CAT IS
OUT OF THE BAG.

P‘Uf’PCISE.

So T quess +hat qualff'ir.s as the "Santa Talk."
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Saturday, December 25+h (C%ﬁs-l‘mus)

T dont think T sleP+ at all last th}ﬁ. When T
heard Manny go downstairs at 5:30 +his
morhing, T got out of bed and went down +o
Jjoin him.

The firs+ sigh that ‘l'hih&s had c}mhsecl for me
was when T checked out my Hackihs. 1 uswlly
get a ton of comic books, cnh&?', +n?(5, ahd stuff
ke +hat, but ‘l'a&d.?(, the best ‘1'1'\ih35 n m
s+nck?ns were a stick of deodorant and a "travel

JFcﬁohdry."
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Mom and Pad dont let us go into +he living room
unil +1ne?z come downstairs on Christmas, so T had
to amuse m?lsd\f with the si{ﬂ from my erockfhs
until ‘l'l‘\t?t woke up- And let me tell yuu, its not
easy o kee? ?'wrsd\f entertained with deodorant
nh:{ a travel r.lrft‘]'iﬂhar}l.

Mom and Dad ffhnll?e showed vp around 8:00, and
we were allowed in +he 1Mh5 room. |here seemed
1o be the usual amount of 3[“‘5 under the tree,
which was a Smd sigh. So T started rifssihs
+’m‘ou3h the ?ackd.ses to look for the ohes with

my name on them.
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EVERY sfhsle Shq' +hat said “From Santa on i+

had Mannf’s name on it+. So T guess +his is r‘za"r
the end of an era.

T did get a bunch of 3-'1{+s from Mom and Dad,
+’.‘mu3’.‘1. T Pickt& them all out and stacked them
up behind +he couch in the corner. But T didn't
opeh them ft‘]‘, becavse T wanted +o Shrt
everyone in the ﬁmﬂf their 35{1'5 to get +hat out
of the way. T started with Mom and Dad. T
5&1’ them the same kind of H\ihﬂ each ?ﬂmr, but
it seems +o do the +rick.
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T gave l“"lnhhy a -h:?f helimfﬁer‘ and T gave Rodrick
a book with a bunch of rock band ?Echar‘ts in it

Rodrick gave me o book, too, but of course he
didnt wrap Hs. Ah& the book }\t 591' me wds
“The Best of LIl Cutie,” which was a double insul+.

First of all, Rodrick krows full well that T hate
+hat comic, and second, he gave me the exact
same book last year. But T wasn+t going o let
Rodrick ruin my Christmas.

The rest of the relatives started shawihs up
around 11:00, and Christmas could start for real.
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I +ook m?r Pasiﬁuh behind the ﬁuuc}\ and started
opening my 5i-F+s. Like T said before, T like o
open ny 5-'-F+s back -ﬂxere because mba&f can
hassle you- But T also like l:eihs in the corner
because Dad really makes me nervous when T open
m?' si-F-I's out in +{,e open.

Dad cant stand +o have wrapping paper all over
the floor, so whenever someone opehs a SE-F-I‘, he
SWoOpS ri_ajh*l' in and cleans up after them. So i+
kind of takes +he fun out of ripping into yau'r‘
EE'HS.
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Just about every 5-'-F+ T c:.?ehe& was clothes. T+

was d 50-::& +hih3 T was hidden behind the couch,
because if anyone saw the look on my face, ‘I‘hey

would have +}nw5}'\‘|‘ T bit into a lemon.

'ﬂ-qe weird -I‘}-\Ehs wds +}~.d.+ e'n.rer?( shirt or ?aEr‘ of
‘Fd.h‘l‘s was either maroon or ?(F.Hc:-n;«.nr or both. T
couldnt -ﬁsure out what was vp-

T +ook a break from onhihs up r'us{:r?l shirts +o
see what Rodrick and Mahhf were getting.
Rodrick was getting clothes, too, but at least his

werent all +he same colors.
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As for Md.hh?!, well, remember how T said +hat he
circled every s.ih3|e -I‘o?( in the Sears Cd+dlos, and
how T warned him not to aet SFEE&V? Well, ke
should be 3|::~:| he didn# listen +o my advice, because
}me Sa‘l‘ EVERY Sihsle ﬂ'\ihﬂ he cir‘cltd, no lie.

Mom called me and T“'\nhn?« over o Aunt 'Mnr?( Lou
so she could give us her 3{1f+5. T drnasgd my feet
on the way over there becavse Aunt T“'l:ar?( Lou
alwn?ﬂs si"ufe.s me and Mdhh?' +he same H\IHS:
rnu-]':hfhﬂ Christmas sweaters.
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And sure ehoush that's emc-H},r what she got us
-H‘.is Year.

The ohl?’ good news is that since Aunt Mqry Lous
Christmas sweater d.lwd.?(s has a reindeer or a
Christmas tree on it, T m F.xtm?"‘ from wearihg it
+o school after the Christmas break. So that
:alwnys gives me ehous}m +ime to c{uieﬂ}' JESPoSE of
+he sweater before the next }xoli&d}( season rolls

d r‘ouh& ~

Before Mdhh?( wds ba'r‘h, Auh'l' Md.r‘y Lou used o
5""+ mn‘l'd\ihﬂ outfits for me and Rodrick.
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But Aunt Mury Lou has been 3E‘H'4'hs r‘td.ny b:&ﬂ‘y
over the years, and l:rl'tl?r, Tve started +o
wohder Ef] she dd‘unﬂy thinks T'm Rodrick and
Md.hhy is me. Mnr}f Lou said mme-i'hihﬂ to Rodrick
-I'o&n.?' that Prei*l'y much confirmed my ﬂHmry.

And s?tdkihs of bd.‘H'?’ old auvnts, Aunt Loretta
showed up around hooh wH‘}\ her bd& of EE-H'S. But
:a??:ar‘thﬂ?(, Mom had {arﬂoﬁeh to &'r“"'"f invite
Aunt Loretta over for Christmas, so Aunt
Loretta was ren"y ticked off.
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E‘u"tl‘?(ahe knows we have Christmas at our house
ever;.' )fenr, but Auhi‘ Loretta was miffed she
didn+ get a ?}whe call. T+ was an honest mistake
on Mom's part, but Aunt Loretta wouldnt accept
Mom s d?olﬂsy. So Auh‘l' Loretta Juﬁ' sat H\er‘e in
+he shdy and refused to take her coat off.

Uncle Joe urtthunlly showed vp with his kids and a
5&3 of si-Fﬂ. T aPtht:l up m}/ Preserd' from Uncle
Joe, and darned if i+ wasnt another maroon and

ellow ruaby shirt. T really couldnt fiaure out
b4 9% 4 9
what the heck was going oh, but when Mom made
me put on the shirt, Unde Joe said somethin

P &

+hat su&&ehly made t\tzr‘?l‘l'l‘ﬁhs tryshl clear,
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MAROON AND GOLD...
THOSE ARE A

MAN'’S cOLORs,
EH, GREG?

Now T understood... this was all a set u?:" Maroon
and gold are the colors of the school uniform at
B;sho? Garrigan, and Mom and Dad are sending
me there after all. ‘ﬁxt?( must have told everyone
to get me clothes in those colors, because +that's
where +}1e>('r'e going o send me for HSJh school.

Man, T ‘I‘hou‘gh-l‘ T P"’+ an end to this a couPle
weeks ago when T deleted that message from the
admissions JePnri-meht
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But T must have underestimated Mom and Dad.
And talk about bad ‘I‘Er-ﬁhs. Christmas Dd?( is the
worst time to find out ;,'our worst fear has come
+rue. Ahpmdy, T was r‘eall?( down in +the dumPs
until Uncle Freddie came to the door, and the
siﬂh'l' of Hr-n +a+cx||7 t*‘.:&hsecln r-ay mood.

Uncle Freddie alwnys gets you the one +}1.'h5 yov
asked for, which for me was +the new video game
Twisted Wizard Black. So seeing Uncle Freddie
‘|‘o‘|‘d.u?r made me -Far'sei' about Bis}w? Gdl"‘t“fﬂdh, at

least for a minute.
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When T held Uncle Freddie’s Si-ﬁ' in my hands, T
knew txd.c‘]'ly what i+ was from the size and
wr.fsth of i+. T gave him a bis ’nug before T even
nPthtd it.

So imasihe m?f &isuPPafh+mh+ when T uhwrnP?r.&
+he present, and it was NOT Twisted Wizard
Black.

Who gives an 8 x10 picture of himself as a
Christmas 5-‘-F+? T didn* do a redl Smd an of
}\if.lrihs m?! diSdh?Poihi'mzht
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Mom took me aside and said reaction to Uncle

Freddie was “rude’ and that T should o.Palosir.t.

All T can say s, I'm sla& Trmstll a kid and T

can 5&-# away with ﬁiha honest about the wd.?’ T
{eel about +K€h55. Because seeih.s +he wd.?! Mom

reacts +o the si-ﬁ's she gets makes me realize T
couldn+ Pull i+ off.

I KNOW THE

PERFECT
PLACE FOR
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A+ about 6:00, all of the relatives cleared out.
Even Aunt Loretta, who 5+n?te:1 in her coat all
+hat time.

T was sitting on the couch wﬁchiha M“hhf ?la?r
with his +07's, ftzlihg Prti“i}( sorry for rn?‘Sthr .

Then Mom came up to me and said that she found
d si-lr‘l' behind the piano with rmy name oh it that
said "From Santa.”

Well, T had a 'Fttlihs what it was. The box was
wa?! oo I)as for Twisﬂ& Wizard Black , but Mom
had Fulltd the "b.’s box" 4rick on me last year
when she bousi'rl’ me d mamrpt card for rn?e Game
Baf. So T wasnt going to get fooled again.
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T could barelly contain r-ysd\c when T n'?Pz& open
+he Pnckasihs.

T was so sure that T was Se-l'-}‘Fhﬂ m}( video game
that T was mm?leﬁl?f shocked when T ?ulle& out
what was really in the box.

T+ was an ex-l'ra-la.rﬂe red wool sweater.
SH
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At first, T ﬂ\ou‘gh-l' Mom was P"'Ihhﬂ d Pr::r.ﬁml
Juke oh me, because this sweater was the same

kind we 501.:3*11‘ for our GNFHS Tree 307'

And after T saw the confused look on Moms
face, T realized mmﬁhmg... it WAS +he sweater
we bou&}ﬁ' for the Giviha Tree su?(.’ Mom said
+hat she had bouahi' me d Video game, and she
had no idea why +here was a sweater in ry box.

T told her she must have ncﬂi&&hﬁlly switched
our si'F‘l‘S, and that Dad must have &t“a??td
the wrong ai-ﬁ' off at the church.
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Mom said that's a:mc-H;,f what must have

hu.??eha&... +hat I 3-::+ +he Gquhﬂ Tree SuyJS
SJ-F-}‘ and he 5::+ mine.

But then she said that in a way, +his was like a
Chn’s-l'nas M.’rdda; because -I"}'\a Gi\r.'hﬂ Trea 3"')’

must be so uVarJufe& +hat he 5u+ such a Sre:a-l'

2.

But i !nn:{ to E'::?ld.ih +0 Mom that you need a
game S?(S‘hm , a t.v., and a controller +o ‘l')ld.?(
Twisted Wizard Bluck, and that ?'ou cant Jus+

?lu?r it oh 115 owh.

?raseh-i* from us.
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So },'ou can see that m;,' Christmas did not go as

Snmﬂ\l}r d5 I had }'\DPE& for. But Ilm sure it
wasn+ emtﬂ?( the best Christmas for the Gi\r&hﬂ

Tr‘ee 51.?' , P.Eﬂ\er.

At about 7:00, T went uPS‘]'nirs 1o sulk in n?!
room. About ten minutes later, T got a knock on
m?! door, and it was Dad.

He +old me he had 3a++m a sfﬂ' for me +that was
out in the garage, and he hadnt shown i+ 40 me
because he hadnt had +ime +o wrap .
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A+ this oint, T was not aoing to let my hopes

p going y hop
get too Hsh , but T was still ?t"E'H}f curious when
T followed Dad downstairs.

And when T walked into +he garage, +there was a
brand-new weish-l‘ set.
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T had seen that weish-}‘ set in a magazine, and it
must have cost Dad a few hundred dollars, at

least.

But T didnt have the heart to tell Dad that T
had kind of lost interest in the whole weiﬂh-]'
H-F-h'hs -H-\.'hs,. because +he wras-l'l.'ha unit ended on
Ne&hasdu?f.

T said thanks o Dad and did my best job to act
cheer}'. But I -H-\ihl: Pa& wds ex?ec-l'.'hs me to
start work.’hﬂ out riﬁh'l‘ then and there, so T
excused h}(SEl‘\C to go up o Rowley’s so T could
bring him his gift.

Tm Just ho?-'hﬂ Mom can get some use out of the
wanh-f set b}( huhsihﬂ Iau‘n&t’y oh it or somafh?hs.
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Rowla?fs Purah'l‘s ulwu.?’s hook me up with a Soo&
sf-F'h 15} I wds lwkihs ‘I{‘Dmﬂr& +o SeEFhﬂ wl'\n'l‘
'H']E?’ 301‘ me. ﬂw.’s }yeur, 'H']E;/ gave me d SFuh-f Jur
filled with Gummi Bears. T+'s a step down from
the two-foot Susur Pac’;&?{ -H-\ey gave me las+
year, but i+l still do, asPac.'uﬂy -hadny.

T gave P‘owley my SF-{'l‘ , which was the Lil Cutie
book Rodrick gave me with a bow sla??a& oh it.

P\owley told me he got Twisted Wizard Black for
Christmas, so T invited m?'se“ in to Pld.?' a while.
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Ba?n ou have hever seen someohe so ]hm":?}z as
Rowlay with his Lil Cutie book. His Mom said i+ was
+he ohly -I'Hhs he wanted that he didnt get for
Chr?s-l'ms.

Nhiﬁh 5 Pre-H';/ SuPr.'s.'hs, mmi&eﬁhﬂ its +he

same exact book T unloaded on him last year.

Well, dh?’wd?’.. at least someone got what 'I‘ha?'
wah-l'a& -H-\.'s C}xr.'s-i-mns.
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Suhda?u December 26+h

'Ta&d.?t Mom went out to the store and Pi-:.kt& e
up a hew copy of Twisted Wizard Black +o re?lat:e
+he one that ar.t.f&thi'n“?t got sent to the Gﬂu’ihs
Tree su?!. But Mom said that before T could

start ?I"‘}“—“S +he aame, T had 4o write all m?f

Christmas +hank —;/nus.

— 1R S
Now, Tve never heard of someone hold?hs your

Chn’s-l'mas ?raseh-l‘ 1‘\051‘::3&, but 'I kinew I ha&
to do what Mom said if T wanted my game.

She handed me a stack of 'I‘hahk-?'au cards and

Some emelo?es and T went up to m?t room to Se-l'
T over wH‘h.
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T ff.cjurtd T could crank out my ‘l'}mhl:—rou’s in
less than an hour and s?eh& the rest of the dny
in front of the +.v. But when it came down +o
dd‘uall;/ writing out +he cards, r'?l mind went

blank.

L=

Let me +ell you, its not easy writing +hank ~you
notes for stuff }fau didnt want in the first Place.

T decided T was Just going to have +o be a
?!.‘mh?l and grind these things out ahg/'nrd.f. 1
started with the non-clothes items, because T
+1'mu31'1+ +hey’4 be easier. But after about two or
three, T realized T was Prncﬁmﬂy writing +he
Same 'i'HhS oh ﬂer?f card, which gave me 4
brilliant idea.
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T wrote up a seherdl form on the cnn?uﬁr with
blanks for the +Hh35 that needed +o ci.‘mhse.
Then, T put all +he cards Mom gave me +}1rc-u3]ﬁ
+he ?rihﬂr.

F:h;S}\;hs "I'}lE Eﬁr&s {r'an +}1Eﬁ‘. was a beElF‘..

Dear Aunt Ly&id. ,

Thank you so much for the awesome enc clo?e&ia !
How did you know I wanted that for Christmas?

I love the way the eht?r:lcr?tclr'd. looks on my shelf !

All my friends will be so jealous that [ have my very own

ehc?fclcn?tdm ~
Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, Gras
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l“".?' ‘]'En?':ﬂ'e worked reall?' well for the first
cwplc of Sif‘l‘s, but for the rest, T admit it
didnt work so well.

Dear Aunt Loretta,

Thank you so much for the awesome pants !
How did you know I wanted that for Christmas?

I love the way the pants looks on my le5s !

All my friends will be so jealous that I have my very own

?dh‘l's

Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, Gre 9

Ok well, what can you do? At least T was done
in less than 15 minutes. T was smart enough to
seal vp the cards before hah&ihs them off +o
Mom, and T got my game, Just like she Pr‘omisd.
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Monday, December 27+h

For the past couple of &n?ts, my house has been
like UPsfde—Dawn World. First of all, Dad has
been ht'l?fhs Rodrick put +CISE‘|'}‘1E'I" a model rocket
Rodrick got for Christmas, so now all of +he
sudden the 4wo of +them are like best friends.

Second, 'I- have hm:l to s-l'oP Plu?r.'hﬂ video games,
even -kush Christmas break is rn?( Prir-ra video
Sd.he-?h‘)ﬁhs week. T+ all becavse of Twisted
Wizard Black, which is o-F-FFm'aH?' the dumbes+t game in
+he world. The wdy P(o-u get }zour character to run
around in the game is to press the A and B
buttons over and over as fast as ?eau cdn, and I
swear L must have run 20 miles in the game so far.
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So now +humbs are covered in blisters, and T
m}’

can bdﬁﬂy even +e mf shoes, let alone use m'}l

game controller.

T 1.:15 lyihs in bed h}(ihs to ﬁa:r‘e uu:}‘ a wqyf
coul dt‘h}d"?( Pln?( using uhl;/ my eet when Da
knocked on the door and asked me if T wanted +o
go to the Pnrk with Rodrick 4o launch his rocket.
T ﬁgur‘e& that was a better idea than the one T

wads workihﬂ on, so 1 went nloha for the ride.

T+ had taken Rodrick and Dad something like
3
15 hours +o put that rocket +-::-3a+!'~.er‘, because i+
Nad about a million little parts. T+ even had a
P
-I‘.'hy camera in it ﬂ‘uﬁ was SUPFuStd to take a
?-'ci'ure w}\eh the ?:ardchu-l‘e oPt:hE&.
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When we got to +he Pnrk, Dad and Rodrick se+
+he rocket up oh +s launch ?:\:L But +then
Rodrick +old me T could press the button +o
launch the rocket if T wanted. So T guess now
all of the sudden Rodrick is nice to me.

The rocket shot about 300 feet s-I'faESH* up in
-H-\a dit” ah& -H‘\a Purmhu-}‘e a?em&. But 'H'\Eh -H'\e
wind took i+, and the rocket started &ri'ﬂ‘ihs
way across the field and over a hill. We all chased
after it.
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But after +he rocket cleared +he hill, we lost
s.'s}ﬂ' of . Dad and Rodrick were real nervous
because after sPth&ihs all +that +ime putting the
rocket +a3e+}xtn -ﬂ‘xey were afraid i+ was goihg to
get lost or broken.

We decided to split vp and start laakihs for it.
Dad said hed cover the football field with
Rodrick of T4 look in the woods. That was fine
with me, because the football field is where all +he
:los—wd.lktrs let +heir pets go o +he bathroom.

b

Pt P

M

/A
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After about an hour of 'laakih& for the rocket,
Rodrick and Dad were ready 4o give up- But at
the last second, T found the rocket in a 4ree,
ahd it was in Ptl"'FEt‘f shn?e.

A

T got the rocket down with a stick, and then T
ran i+ over to the field where Dad and Rodrick
were Pnckihs up +he |nuht_]hih3 Pd.cl. T was kind of
excited becavse T knew T was suihs +o be the
hero of the &a.?f.
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But uh-Far-l‘uha'l‘al;/ in my excitement T let my feet
get out from under me and T fell r;3]h+ onto +he
rocke-}‘.

Lickiy Ded ard Rodrick didn see i+ happen, o T
?icktcl up +he crushed rocket and walked over 4o
+he field where ‘H‘\ey were,

T+ mislﬁ be UPSI&E Down World, but if there’s

ohe ‘l'}\fhs ?fou can count on to 5+d.?! +he Same, it
that T'm nlways sofhs to cover m?! own butt.
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Tuesday, December 28+h

The past muPlt of rla}'s, Tve been ﬂ‘\ihkfhs a lot
about 50me+5nih3 Albert Sahdy said r‘isH‘ before
the Christmas break started. He claimed he knew
a su?! whose cousin {-'isurt:l out a wd.?! ?!w could

Jun? ?lour' owh !ntfayrﬁ in five dd;ys.

The basic idea is that on the first &a?f, f:::-u &is d
hole +hat's two inches &tep, then you Jump in and
out of i+ ten times. Then on the next &a?f, ym.r
double the size of the hole, and Jump in and out
ten times again. And if you kee? rloubhhs +he size
of the hole, bf &d?( five, 7w‘rt Praﬁicall}( like a

ka.hsdroa.
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E."J'Er??oht was +a||ih5 Albert he's full of 5a|ohe?',
because he has a re?u-fa‘l'ioh for makfhs stuff up-
And T have to admit, if Albert knew such an
easy wd?/ to jump that Hsl‘x, ?m-u would think he'd
be dunking basketballs at recess +o impress the
girls.

But his Plah made a lot of sense to me. And it
doesnt take a sthius +o see that f ?'au Juﬁ add
another dn?‘ 1o the program, ?mu C*’-“J“”‘P even

his’m:r +han Alber+ said.

Al T can say s, T \‘th Albert is rishh because
if Mom and Dad are going to SHP me off o
stha? Garrisdh, T need qn?l kind of e&se T can
5&1’.
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LOOKING FOR
SOMEONE,
FELLAS?

Ahywa.y, since T had a -:w?le of Jays to spare,
T -Fiﬂure:l T4 aive the idea a +r?r
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T called up Rawlz?( +o be my training Pnr"l'htr,
even +hw5}x T knew from our weish*i'lif'ﬁhs
tx?tl";thct that he had zero dedication. But T
-Ifigurzd since this was ohly five or six rlays‘ wor+th
of commitment, T rﬁs}ﬂ' be able +o get him 4o
stick with the program.

Once Rawle?t got to my house, we started |mkfh5
for a smd ?lacc for our hole. But Mom s?on& us
walk.‘hs around with a shovel, and she had a lot

a{r ques*l'iahs.

] :
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When T txPlnihtd to her what we were &aihs, she
said she didnt want her front lawn “ruined” by a
hole, and besides that, it was &d.hserous to &is n

our lawn because of buried electrical lines and blah
blah blah. To make a lnhs s+or>( short, we went
vp to ‘ROWLE.}(‘S house +o do our diasiha there,

instead.

But Rowlzy was worried his parents r-fsh‘l' feel
+he same way Mom did about a hole in their front
?M.r'&, so T told him wed cover i+ with a tarp and
put some leaves on +n? of it and no one would

ever know i+ was there.

After T convinced Rowlle;( +hat ha+’n£h5 could a0
wrohg, he 391' a JrarP out of his shed +hat we
could use to cover up +he hole.
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The 4ruth is, T could think of Pleh‘l?t of ways i+
could go wrong. But T Just ke?‘l' those ﬂ‘mushﬁ
+o nfStH‘r, becavse T knew if T broush‘l' +hem up
+o Rawlr.?f, wed never get any work done.

We found a spot in the front ‘)mr& +hat looked
smd for :ifssihs and T started in on the hole,
which ﬂhl?( needed 4o be two inches f.]rtk'.?.
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But when T started shweliha , it was like +r)lih3
to n:]:iﬂ '}‘hrou‘ﬂh SrahH“e.

The srnuhri was frozen SOLTD. T couldnt even
make a dent. All T can say is, f Albert Saht.lr)/
was telling the truth, the avy in the s+ar?f
wash+ &';33*-“3 his holes in the middle of +he

winter.

After a while, me and ?\c:-wlt}( went inside for a
five minute break, which turned into a three-hour
Twisted Wizard session (my’ blisters had -Ifihall}(
calloused over). T guess well take another stab at

+he hole—di&sihs +1‘1Jh3 tomorrow,
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Wednesday, December 29+h

'Ta&a}' i+ was even colder than ‘yts*l'errlay, and T
knew there was no way we were going to make ah
progress on our hole. T had a brilliant idea +o
make use out of +he hole we c}us so far.

'ﬂm’s Surmmer, T read a S‘h:ur'y about some kid who
buried a time caPth," which was a box filled with
a bunch of stuff like hewspapers anhd ‘h"d&ih&
cards and +1‘1ih35 like +hat. The idea is that
someone will diﬂ it vp n

+he future and ‘H‘tt?' C-L; EEJEE

can learn about how

Pta?le like us used +o

DO NOT OPEN
live. UNTIL 2200a.0.

I -Fisurtc} me and Rﬂwlt?! could do the same kind
of +Hh3, so T went up to Kis house and +old him
r'-)/ idea.
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P\c:-wlt}r liked the idea, and T started calltcﬁhs a
bunch of ‘l'l‘\ihss to PLH' in the time cn?Sule, like
comic bmks, action -ﬁsures and even a muPlt of

'vic]m games.

But Rowley started griping about how all +he
stuff we were ?quhs in the +ime cd.'Fsulr. was
gifts he got for Christmas, and it wasnt fair. T
?m'rﬁa& out that T was the one who *I'hous’;ﬁ vp
the idea and T was suPPb{ihs +he shoebox. Plus,
T mentioned how T was +5nrowih3 in 100 Mom
Bucks, which were worth a whole lot more than all
his stuff combined.

e T

o'
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T admt T tmgstrah:d the valve of the Mom
Bucks, because 100 Mom Bucks are ohly wor+h
one dollar in real money. But T had a a secret
plan for the Mom Bucks that T wasn+ letting

Rr::-wlt}r in on.

See, T ﬁsurtrl whoever finds the Mom Bucks in
+he future will think i+ was the rzsular money we
used in our time, and ‘I'}wz?l'" make a fortune off
of it+. Then, ’naPe-Iful'lf +ht?z'll travel back in time

and reward me for mkihs them rich.
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T know my idea is a little far-fetched, but rfs’.‘ﬁ
now, 15 the best ?lah T Kave 4o avoid ’nn‘u'iha +o
work for a lwfhs.

After about an hour of ursufns over which H‘\i'ngs
to put in the time chsula, we -ﬁhall?l put the lid
on the box and wrd.'FPtri it vp in Scotch +d.'Fr..

Do not open
until #ime

is
ot B

We needed to make the hole a lot dee?er to get
+he box in the Sr‘ouh& ) +}\ou5}1. Lw-‘.k?l;{ , it was
showing, so the srouhd was a little softer +u&u.;.(
+han it was Iyesi‘er&d?r.
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But it was still a -h::ua}w Job. Rawle?t susaesi'tri

+hat we work in half-hour shifts, but T had +o
remind him that }(tsi'er&d;y, T did all the work,
S0 ‘]‘a&d.?!, +he shovel was all his.

Ah}twnf, RDWIE?( didnt make much progress at all.
He kt\p'l' cam.'hg inside conﬁafh.’hg +hat his .'hsars
and toes were numb, and T had to to J(EEP

?usunina him back out the door +o kea? him going.
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At around hoon, T was getting pretty bored, so
T decided the hole was &EEF ehoush. T brauﬂhi'
the box outside and we put it into +he hole, which
was nhly about three inches Jee?. The final
resting ?ldr.e ended up &Ehs more of a mound
+han a hole, but ha?efu“y mbo&?' will disturb it
for 500 years or so. .

And while P\owley was &"58"“3 outside, T s|JPPecl da
note into the box +o make sure w’-\oevar -Fouhc]g -H'\e
+ime cn?s:ﬂe knew emc-l'ly who to thank.

To whom it MaY concern:

The wmoney is from
Greﬁ Heff Je)r
12 Prestwick Dr.
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ﬂwrs&u.;r , December 30th

Well, Suﬂ-ur&n?r is Janvary 1st, so T guess T
better start +}nihkih3 about Py New Years’
resolutions. Last yvear, Mom came up with my

resolutions, and Rodrick’s, +oo.

Back ‘I'Iheh, me and Rodrick were ﬂs’nﬁh& ALL
the +ime, and Mom wanted +o put a s+a? +o i+,
So she sat us down on New Years E\re and made

us watch this rmu?f corny movie,
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The movie must have been 30 years old and i+ was
about these 3”‘1}’_3”&?’ brothers who were

nlwa}(s c]nihs nice ‘I'H'nss for each other, like
sewfha each other breakfast in bed.

AH, TO BE
TREATED LIKE

NN

Aﬂ'er the movie zhde&, me and Rodrick 5a+ up to
leave, but Mom s+aPPt& us in our tracks. She
sm‘rl, "Didnt that movie sf\re ynu d.hy ideas?
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T -ﬁaure& Mom Just made us watch the movie as a
?uhisinmeh-f for \{fshﬁhs, and +o be honest with
)tau, T zoned out after the first five minutes.

But Mom said that she wanted me and Rodrick +o
make a New Years resolution that wed make an

effort to treat each other r'dcely. And she wanted
vs fo start &c—iha sao& deeds for each other, Just

Lke +he kids in the movie.

So Rodrick chimed in and said ma?rbr: we could
start serving each other breakfast in bed, like
those kids in +he movie. 'ﬂ“ﬂ seemed to make
Mom }m??f‘ and she left 4o let us work out the

details. %
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Ai‘ first T +’.‘1m3}ﬁ he was Juﬁ ‘h’}lfha to 5&1’
Mom off his back, but then T realized he was
serious. Rodrick said we could have a sort of contest
where wed see who could serve +he other vy
breakfast in bed for the most consecutive dn?fs.

We decided Td g0 first. So on J'ahunr?r lst, T
started bringing Rodrick his breakfast down +o
the basement. T+ was Jus+ d Po? Tart and a
soda, but T never claimed 4o be a chef.

J] T went on a streak of 23
consecutive days, and the
ahly reason my streak

Eh&t& Wds {'?Etd.USF'. "H’\t

electricity went out one

hfs}ﬁ and my alarm clock
didnt wake me up-
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So “I"nth it was Rodrick‘s turn to start SErvihS rme.

But on the very first morning of Rodrick’s shif+,
T woke vp at 11:30 and realized he hadh+t come
upstars with rn‘)t breakfast. T was dth}(Ef.lr
becavse T was rm“f lmkihs forward 4o the
French Toast and scrambled egas T had ordered
up- So T went dowhstairs 4o see what was up.

Al T can say is that that was the last dumb deal
T ever made with Rodrick. And +his ytd.r‘, believe

me, Ilm mkiha m?( own resolutions.
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Friday, December 3lst
f
To give you a hint at how well my New Years Eve

IS safha, ria}ﬂ' how L m wriﬁhs from underneath
+he covers. T got sent to bed about an hour ago,
so T wonht even get to see +he ball :lra? in Times
Squnrz.

T+5 all becavse T was +rfih5 4o have some fun
with M.d.hh:/. E."u’tfy time T +r?f +o be nice and
Plny with him, i+ backfires on me.

Earlier on, me and T*'lqh.h?’ were }\or‘sfhs around in
+he basement while Mom and Dad were vpstairs
getting dinner reqdy.
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T found a little black ball of thread on +he
carpet, and T +old Mahhy it was a SPf&tr‘. Then
T Pihht& him down and held i+ over him like T was
going o make him eat i+, Mahh;/ wds 1’1”}(5!’\3 to
wriaslz free and he was screaming, but it was
lnush—scrtanfhs.

YAAAAH!

SCREAM”
SQUEALY

P\is}rl‘ when T was u-l)ut-f to let Mu‘nh?! 90, he
sla??ecl my hand and made me clraP the +hread,
which fell n'Sh-l‘ into his mouth. And wouldn't you
krnow i1? That fool swallowed it.

GULP
\
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Well, Hd.hhy Just about had a heart attack.
After about five seconds of shock, he t‘.ar'-?lt"rtl?'
lost i+. He started shriekihs and cr'}(ihs so loud T
+1'mu31'1+ he was going fo shap his vocal chords.

T tried to shush him, but it was impossible +o
kttP him under control. He broke free and ran
UPS‘]'m'rs +o where Mom was, and T knew T was

Ilﬂf.‘lm& .

1 |
- w1

o o 8
e
" e,
PI-F'.
—
— -

Muhh}( started Hul}ban’hﬂ to Mom that T made
Nim eat a s?.'dar, and Mom looked madder than
T've ever seen her.
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So T ex?lnihed +hat i+ wasn+ a st&tr that T
made Md.hh.f swallow, i+ was Just a ﬁh}( ball of
thread. But that didnt seem to make Mom d.h}(

h:ss mad.

SHIFF

Mom brough‘]' Md.hh?f over to the kitchen table
and took out a qu-l'e. Then she put a seed, a
raisin and a grape on +he Pln*ha and +old Mahhy
to point o the ﬂ\fhs +that was the closest in size
4o the piece of thread he swallowed.
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T +ried 4o +ell Mom that the ball of thread
wasn+ even the size of the seed, but she didn4
want to hear it.

Mdhh}( J'uS'I‘ S'hmd]: -H-\ere lmkihs at -ﬂ-\e -H'\ree
-I‘hihﬂs on the Pln-l'e for what must have been a
minute. Then he climbed dowh off the kitchen
chair, o?r.ha& up +he rafr.’seru-}‘ur, and held up an

orange for Mom +o see.

AA

o]

So anyway, how you know how T ended up in +he

" L] J r
situation Im N Now.

Ly
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T know Mom doesnt rmll),r think Mu.nn?r swallowed
a ball of thread the size of an orange, or shed
be at the Emt‘.f‘sthf.?f room with him ris’rﬁ now,
ahd not dowhstairs wﬁc}xihs +.v. But that didnt
stop her from szhdihs me to bed before i+ was
even dark out.

Ah}twny‘, Tve been daihs a lot of +}\ihkfhs over
+he past cauPlz of hours. You know how ?n::u'rt
suPPasntd ‘o come up with resolutions so fw can be
a better ?erScph? Well, Tve been 1mkih3 oVer m
Jnurhdls, and T have 4o say, T cant rm“y -ﬁh:{
dh}f area 1 heed to imPra‘-fe.

Ad‘un“y, T +ake +that back. Tf +there was

ONE +1‘15h3 T could t}mhst about mfsﬂf, i+ would
be that T would have a li+He more 5&11{-&E5ci'[:|fne.
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YES'ftr'&d.f, T decided +o 90 out and 50}/ the
Gamers Guide to Twisted Wizard Black, but T
was about a buck short. So T rlus up the +ime
c.aPSUle in Rowley‘s }ynr& and aot out +he Mom
Bucks so T could cash +hem in.

T ?rabdlal?f should have left Rowle?fs comic books
and video games in the +ime c::?sl.ale, but T not
50Eh3 to dumP oh m?(SEHr too mut}\. Because if I
had left them in there, T wouldnt have dhy-i'HhS
to do for the rest of New Years' Eve.
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Saturday, Janvary lst
[ T

Well, T didnt make any New Year’s resolutions,
and T'm glad T didn*. T decided its not ME who
needs +o mercwt, i+s ﬂtr?tom else. So Tm ktt?iha
an eye oh everyohe in the {amily so T can give
+hem hr.l?\ful tips w’.‘xe;\ T catch them messing up.

ru}

For zmmPle, 1 r.uus’;ﬁ Mom brzakihs her
resolution less +han 12 hours into the New Year.
But she didnt want 4o hear about i+ from me.




13 T e T T T T

T also came vp with a new rule for Pm?h: who do
-l".‘\ihss that nhho}f me. 1+s called "Three Strikes
and Youre Out.” T made up a chart +o kteP
track of thr?'ahe}S wr‘ahsdaihss, but Rodrick
cau35n+ wind of my plan and used up all three of
his strikes before T even finished writing his

hame.,

PUNCY
PUNCy,
. PUNCy

'J:-}‘ wds k.’h& of -Frus-l‘ra-l‘ihs because I hd&h’f even
had a chance to decide on what Youre Out’
medht 7£+. Se T -ﬁﬂur ed T Jus-}‘ give him the
silent treatment until T can think of a better
?uh.is]\mah-h
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I’m sure Rodrick would Bn\rv_ rv_u.c]hed; ]h..'s -H\rge:
strikes {:y the end of the d"f’ d.h?'wd.;;.

We went to Grum?u’s for brunch, like we do e‘u'er?r
New Years Pn?'- Gmn?n made the meal, and he
made the Ohly +Hh3 he knows how o mke, which
is watercrest salad. Watercrest salad is bns{caﬂr
Just a bunch of cold green beans and cucumber
slices in a Pool of vinegar. Rodrick knows T hate
Grampas watercrest salad worse than
ANYTHING, but when the bowl made its way to
Rodrick’s hands, he made sure to Pfle it on my

late.
plate WHY, GREGORY

LOVES
WATERCREST
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T was kl'tk-'hs Rodrick under the table to make
him s-h:?, but he ]:a?'f rish'f on dfs}xihe it out.
When he was finnllf done, there was emush {ood
on my ?ln‘he for four grown men. And T knew T
was 50.'\"13 +o have to eat t, Yoo, becavse if I
didnt, Mom would be all over my case.

T dont know why Grampa has to serve us such
rlfssusﬁhg food. T+ not like he doesnt have
other optiohs. Th the retirement complex where
G'I"'dea lives, +here are sumﬂ‘\ihs like 20 women
to r:".rer?! ohe mah, and the women on his floor are
nlwa}(s bringing him casseroles and stuff like that

20




13 i T i T T T T

When we came over T saw at least four different
casseroles in his r'e{rigtrn'for', and T was Just
?rnyfhg we were going to be eating one of those
instead of his awful watercrest salad.

Dont get me wrong; T'm no fan of casseroles,
but T would rather eat 403 food than what T
had on my Plu.'ht 'h::&a.?‘.

But T sat there for 45 minutes and choked down
f:‘w:r?( last+ bite. And i+ was no EﬁSPJ ‘H\ihg, either,
because for me, watercrest salad is like

kr‘?'?'}'arﬁa.
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And guess what my reward was for cleaning my
?lu-hz?

GrarnPo. gave me the rest of the watercrest salad
because he said he could see how much T liked it.

Ever since we geot home, Tve been |Yih3 dowh in

bed with a bad case of cold chills.

All T can say is, +his year is rr.ully shu?;hs up to
be Pr'e-Hy lausr so far.
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Sunday, Janvary Znd
! !

Tomorrow school starts back up again, and to be
honest with you, Tmkind of 5|a:l +he break is
almost over. Tve been hahsihs out at Rawh;/’s
}wush and weve ?rei"l?t ruch ruh out of ways +o

entertain ourselves.

Plus, every time T walk up the street, T have 4o
deal with this weird kid Frtsly who lives ’ndl-ﬁm?f
between me and Rowlt?z. FrzS'lf s q|wn7‘5 hahgihs
out in his front ).rard, and every time T pass b?f,

he tries to strike up 4 conversation.

WANNA SEE
MY "SECRET
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Sometimes the ‘I'}wihﬁs Frtsl;/ says to me reall;/ give
me the creeps. Durihs the reqular school year, T
dont have to deal with Fr‘esl/y, because he's uswall)/
indoors. But his mom lets him out during school
vacations. And for the past couple of &ays, +he
stress of havihs to deal with Frtsl)t has kqﬁ me
from going vp to Rawle?fs at all.

Tve known Fresl'y ever since kindergarten, and he
was d ?rrH?f weird kid back then, too. He kind of
had his own madz—uP I"‘“S""“SE' Like whenever he
needed +o use the bathroom, he would say:
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Us kids f?sure:i out Frcgl?fls 1d.h3un3: after a
while, but T dont +hink +he teacher ever +a+n“y
caus‘{'ﬁ' oh.

Fr E3|y‘$ mom +ook }\im out of SC}\ﬂd in ‘H\E first
ﬂrn&e to start ﬁqc}miha him at hame. lﬂve henr&
Fres|y‘s a n:n“y smart kid, but anyone who sits
out in their front ?mr& and Pdtks dirt in their
ears cant be all that s}mr?.
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Monday, Janvary 3rd
! r

'Ta&d.?t was our first dn).f back 4o school. On my
wa?f up +o the bus 5+aP +his marhfhs, T ran into
Ffts';/ again, which took me b}f SUF‘PF;SE.

DOES THIS SCAB

SMELL FUNNY E
=8
===

TO YOU?

Somabo&f needs +o get +he word out 4o Frt\cjlfs
mom that now that school’s back in session,

Fregly heeds to be ke?-]* indoors.

Ahywd?( s 'I: J“5+ hurn’ad oF b?' nhd 'h"fad not to

mnke i.‘.?’i.‘. contact.
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T signed vp for +his new class called "Tndependent
S+u:ly" +his quarter, which T didn# t"E.duH?! wanht to
take. T had reo.llf wanted to take Home Fc 2,

but Tm sl h’)tihs o live down ohe of y projects

from Home Ec 1.

ACTUALLY,
, IT'S AN
GREG HAS A || EMBROIDERED
BOOKBAG 1
STITCH-

:5 Ihda?th&ehﬁ' S'h,rd class is a new Ex?ar.mh-l—
-H-\e?f re +r>nh3 out for -Hw.e first time ever. 'ﬂ'\e

basic idea is that 'H\t?' shfe 4 group of k&s a
pro Ji.‘.f."‘ and theres no teacher o moderate.
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The catch is that r.verfnht in the class gets +he
Same Srn&t, &t?th&ihs on how the project goes.
And IJUS"‘ found out +or1nf +hat there are a cau?lt
of kids from Mrs. Bunn's class in my Trdependent
fﬂwlf group, which could be 4 Problzm.

Ore kid from Mrs. Bunns class rides my bus, and
his name is P»an}w Radner. He found o }\ocke?l 'Fu-r.k
on the sidewalk +a&ay, and he s?eh-l' about an hour
trying to open it. All T can say is, if Ralph is in
Wi Ih&t?thdth+ S*hxé:/ group, our project is

Ilﬂw"‘lt&.

HIHTHIH|

l
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Tues&u:,r, .:'J_+:|.1r'nun:ar::,|r 44k

Our Ihrlt?eh&ehi' Sﬂdy‘ class started +u4a?f.
Luakilr, R:ﬂ?}w Radner wasn+ in our class, but
P\ick?f Fisher was. Rick}f‘s bfs claim o fame is that
hell Pir_k +he gum off of +he bottom of a desk
ahd chew it if you pay him 50 cents. So T dont
r'td.ll?! have }\-3&/

PR

Ah?fwn?' , Ih&e?eh&ah-l' 5-}‘1.-&?' started off with
the teacher, Mr. Lowr}e , +e||Fh3 us what our
pro Jac-l' was: We have to create a robot.

}mPts for our final sra&e

E.\rar)ibod;{ ?re-H';,t rwt"\ 'Freuka& out, because we
-}‘hmﬂ}rf we were going to have to build i+ from
serateh.
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But then Mr. anr).t told us we didnt have to
actually BUILD +he robot, we Just heeded to come
up with cohcepts for what a futuristic robot rﬁs’.‘rf
look like and what i+ would do. He said our sr‘a&t
would be based on how snml our ideas were. Then

he lef+ +he room, and we were on our own.

We started braihs-l'ormfhs rfs’rﬁ awa?f. T wrote a
bunch of ideas down on the white board.

th fﬂ-b-ﬂ“l‘ M:
Jo my homewerk | ! 7.
do +he dishes

breoke-
make ey fast

brush ™y +eeth

PeuPle 'I‘haush'l‘ my ideas were great. But the
+ruth is , 1_: wrote -H-\ose ideas down a cou?la weeks

G&O-
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T was thinking about what T would do if T won
+he |o+'1'~:r‘y, and T decided T would hire a
servant to do all the H‘u‘hss Tm oo lni?f to do
m?iStlif. So that's where that list came from.

But a cau?h of sirls aot uvp o the front of the
room, and +,“tf had ideas of their own. So +’m:7‘

erased m?! list and drew up their own ?ld.h.

'ﬂ\ey wanted the robot o be a girl robot (of
course), and +’m:71 said i+ could give you &ﬂihs
advice and i+ would have different flavors of h'P
gloss for its {fhsers.
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All us auys ‘l'houghi' i+ was the worst idea we ever
heard. So we decided +o split into two different
groups, 5Er|5 and 50?85. The bo}(s went to the
other side of +he room and got o work while +he
girls stood around gossiping.

Now that we had all +he serious workers in one
?lace, we sa‘l‘ to work. T came up with a hew
idea, and i+ was that the robot would have a
kty‘bmrd onh him, and you could WPE in your hame
so the robot could Sd.?! ?lour hame back +o you:

®® Hello BOB it is

e VEPY FCE Lo
meet, wo BOB,

[ HI 606 |

=
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Ever;yohe was Pre+17 hot on that idea. But then
Someohe Poih‘h:c] out that you shouldnt be able +o
‘l}tPt in bad words, because you wouldnt want the
robot +o be able 4o curse. So we decided we should
come up with a whole list of bad words +hat we
should block +he robot from I}eihs able +o Say.

We came vp with all of the r‘tsular bad words, but
+hen Putk?f Fisher came vp with about 20 more
+hat Tve never even heard before. So now T feel
a little bad about doubﬁhﬂ that he could
contribute to the Prc:ject
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Th the last mu?le of minutes of class, Mr. anr‘}(
came back in the room o check up oh our
progress. He took a look at our list, and +o make
a lah& 5‘1‘0!‘)1 s}-.ur“’r, Ih&tFehéeh-i' 5‘1'1.-&?' has been
cancelled for +he year.

g
7 $35%

[

T

Later on, the 3-'r'15 mn?hiha&, and H’za}(‘r: going
to be allowed o ku? ‘-J"-""hs T.hde?ehdeh-l' S-l'ud?‘.
So if the robots in the future have c‘hen‘:/ HF
31955 for #hs&rs , at least Ynu'“ know how it all
got started.
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Wednesday, Janvary 5+
! T

T found out some Freﬂ?' bad news ‘h:-&d.?f. All us
ba?fs who got kicked out of Ih&c?ehdzrﬂ' 5‘1'1.:&?'
got split vp into different classes for third
?erEaJ. Se '.H'd.r'l'Fhs tomorrow, T have Mr. Peters

for Bﬂ‘l‘nh?f.

Tve never had Mr. Peters before, but Rodrick
had him when he went o my school. T remember
Rodrick used +o get in trouble for -Fn“ihs nslu? in
Mr. Peters’ class. Mom was r:d.u?f mad about it and
said Rodrick was ﬁ"?h& dSl:t? in school because he
Was s-l'd?(Fns up ‘oo
late at night. But
Rodrick said Mr.
Peters +alks so slow
that he couldnt
stop himself from
I.nhkihs out.
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Believe it or not, Dad ac‘]w.";/ came to Rodrick's
defense. Dad said that back when HE was in middle
school, Mr. Peters was HIS Bo*l'nh/y teacher. And
Dad said Mr. Peters put everyone back +o slr.r.P
back then, 4oo. So T quess Mr. Peters has been
around for about a hundred years.

SFMkihs of Dad, he gave me some more bad news
after dinner +ah531'\+. Dad said that tomorrow
hfsh‘f is the start of winter swim team.

T +hou5}x+ he was Jokfhs at first. Swim team is
+he worst Pu.r'+ about +he summer, and the onl
reasoh 1 look forward o safhs back +o school is

because i+ means no more mc:-rﬁhs Swim Pracﬁces.

But Dad said our swim coach decided to start
}\aldfhs winter practices to kt«e? wer}(nhe i "-h'?—
+oP s’.‘m?t."
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Dad +ried +o get me excited b}/ 54?!ih5 that well
be practicing in a heated Pml. But if T wanted
warm water, T'd +ake a bath.

Dad has been ?ushihs this swim team +Hhs ever

since T was young. T guess hes nlwnlys hoping T
am going to blossom into +his great athlete, but
1 guess you could say Thve Just never red.u?! had

all that much drive.

KILL EM™,
BRENDAN!/
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T remember Py first swim meet. T didn't
vhderstand the whole concept of a starting pistol
and how i+ ﬂh'l?f fired blanks. So in my first race,
T was a whole lot more concerned about where +he
bullet was going ‘o land +han T was about
getting to the other end of the ?ml.
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Whats reallr ironic is that at the end of that
first summer, T won Most In?r'o\fz&" at the
awards bnhquet .ﬂ‘lt wa}( 'f}‘n'.?' -ﬁaurt out who
wins Most Im?f'ﬂ"u"tcl' s B;( comparing your
'Irihfshihs time in :,/nur' first meet against ?mur
-Ifihfshihs +ime in your last meet., T guess haborly
remembered that T held my breath for a minute
and a half before even comihg up for air.

So T guess +hats where Dad so+ his idea that
T'm destined for great things as a swimmer.
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%urs&u.}! r thunr\,r 6'!‘1'1
Man, T did NOT want +o go to swim practice
+c:-h53’.‘1+. T tried w”}”’“‘hﬁ T could +hink of o

5&1’ out of safhsr T even tried 4o Bu?l m?f wd.f out
with the stack of Mom Bucks T have left.

3

LY

But Mom said she ﬂxw&hi‘ a winter sport would
be smd for me and that T could “make new
friends.”

What she doesnt aetis +he fact that half the
su:/s oh the swim team were also on rﬁ?! Soccer
team, so L m sure 'H‘\E?!" be lihiha up to take
turns duhkihs me.
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Ah‘}twny, ho amount of btasiha could 5*:1' me out
of swim ?raﬂicz., so off we went after dinner.
Dad drove me, and we Pfcktrl up Rowle:,/ oh the
way. Believe it or not, he was ac*i'uall?l EXCITED

to be going.

Tn +the locker room, we got into our Eai‘hihs
suits. Rc-wlz?f had a cool brand-new suit that went
down to his knees, and T was stuck with a
"rnciha si'}(le" ohe, which is Just code for "bikini."
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T TOLD Mom +hat +he ‘]7?& of ba‘l”nihs suit she

gave me isnt in shyle anymore. She said if i+ was
Smri thwsh for Rodrick, i+ was sao& zh.ous’n for

me. So now T have the added khowledgt +hat T
am wearing Rodrick's hand-me-down ba‘l'l‘xihs suit.

This bathing suit thing is just ohe example of how
sometimes, Mom is t‘.am?lt‘]'?.l?l out of touch.

YOUR FRIENDS
WILL BE JEALOUS
BECAUSE YOU'LL
— BE SO FAST!
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Another serious drawback of my £a+}~.in5 suit is
that i+ doesnt have a string you can +ie like
everyone else’s does.

S T -ﬁaure its just a matter of +ime before T
5&1‘ 'Fd.h'i‘secl b?f one of ‘H\E morons from m?! soccer
+eam.
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Friday, Janvary 7+h
! !

'Ta&d.?t T had my first Bohh?f class with Mr.
Peters, and T 301‘ to e::?eriehce firsthand what
Rodrick was +nlkihs about.

Mr. Peters +alks so slow and so quiet that T fel+
ke T swallowed a whole handful of sleeping Pflls.
T did m?t best o stay awake, but at this one
point T nodded off for a second. T thkt& awake
ahd my hand snapped back and T made some

ridiculous sound.

AAAA CELLL
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Part of m?? Pra{‘.rlern i ‘fr}(ihs ‘o kteP awake was
last hig}ﬂ"s swim practice. T got home around 10
ahd didnt finish my homework until sarr-ei'}wfhs like
midnight.

We had swim Pracﬁte +ori5h+j too. But half of
+he ?ac—l was reserved for a "Jazzercize class, so

the entire swim team 5:::-1' crammed into two lanes.

T+ was a traffic nightmare. Tm the slowest kid
on the team, so t‘i‘tl’}’ three seconds T had
someohe tapping my feet or ?ullihs at my leas to
tell me to get out of the way and let +hem get
past me. T+ didnt }‘\ElP that T {orsa'i' m;/ hose
c.l.'P and had o swim with one hand the entire +ime.

TAP

e “w? e mﬂ:
. e g-._ﬁ.ﬁ'r‘l _ 3
P — e
= s * 0

% ‘/
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Tm woh&triha f T could get Dad +o agree o let
me do Jazzercize from how on and have +hat
count as m?t Swim Pnracﬁce. But samﬁ'hihs is
telling me not to ask him +hat question.

OK LADIES! LET'S
SEE THOSE ARMS
UP IN THE AIR/

A+ the end of swim Pr‘nf.-l‘-'r.e, ew:r}mhe takes a
hot shower before getting back into their street
clothes, but not me. After s?ehJEhs my whole
school &d.;.( AND my evening with these 3uys, T

seriously do hot heed to stand around in an open
4 P

s}xower w.i-i'h E‘ftt")(ﬂhﬂ and shoot the breeze.
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So as sooh as practice ends, me and Pxowle‘}t make
a beeline for the car. Dad quks ri5}1+ next +o
+he extrance, so its nhly‘ like five steps from the
5uilc}ihs +o the car.

T+5 so cold out that you can feel ice farr-ihs on
our skin in those +wo seconds when ;yuure
nc‘l‘uall;/ outside. But T swear, if theres one
-l'!.‘uhs that makes swim Pra.c-hct tolerable, its
makfhs that dive into a ‘h:-arl}/ car and }wea&ihs

home.
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Saturday, Januvary 8+h
[ T

'TQHESH', Ruwlt?t’s Pnrthﬂ went out to &-‘hhtr, 50
-l'!.‘\t}( got Rc-wlcy a bab?!sfH'er'. T Ptr‘Saha"?f +hink
+hat its Prt‘Hy weird that a Bc:?t ih the seventh
Sra&t can + Just watch himself for three hours,
but T'm guess it's none of my business. Besides, i+
works out real smd for me. Because Rowley’s
5ab{si++er is Lori Matthews, who just so happens
+o be the pretiest of all the Matthews sisters.
Tm +¢c}miml|}( not allowed to be over at ROW'E?!}S
when he has a bu.b?zsi*H-er, but T 41wq?zs try o
make sure T at least show up for *'s+or7 time."

THERE'S
REALLY NOT

CAN YOU
PLEASE
SCOOCH
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Plus, T {isure f T can get in smd with Lori
Mat+thews, T have a better shot at &ﬂihﬂ her
younger sister, Jennifer.

Tonight, after T was sure Rowle?t’s parents were
gohe, T Keaded up o his house. On F'Y w:ay up
+he hill, T was rt}xtnrsihs a bunch of jukts T
?lahm& to use ‘o score Pafhﬂ with Lori. So
imagine my surprise when T knocked on the door
and the person who answered i+ was not Lori
Matthews or P\owlty, but Leland, Rowltfs hext-
door heisinbor.
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Leland is a nice 51.7 and all, but he's no substitute
for Lori Matthews. And T can ?rr.H?r much

sua.rah-fr.e that d.hyaht who was exPec-i'ihs to see
Lori at the front door and got Leland instead

would have had +he same reaction as me.

Ahfm , it turns out Rawle?('s Parth‘l's fired Lori as
+he bn{?zsi‘H'zr and hired Leland +o +ake her ?lace.

Rawle?z’s parents made him promise not to el
dhfbﬂ&}( wh?* ﬂ-.?.}/ fired Lori, becauvse H‘\Ef didn+
want to “tarnish her reputation.” But Rowley finally
told me after T swore vp and down T4 never say a
word o ahybc—clf about it, and so T wont.




3 T e T T T T

So now that Lori was out of the picture, we had
to find a way ‘o entertain ourselves. Leland
susgesﬁd we ?lu?r "Duhseohs and Druaahs" (whft}x
is this game where you roll dice and have these
adventures and stuff) and since we didn+ have
any other options, we said OK. At first T
ﬂou&{'ﬁ it was a lame game because i+ didnt
involve computers and you Just had to use your
".'mnsiho.'ﬁah," but i+ turned out 4o be Pr&“}’ fun.
Because in Puhseohs and Pl"d.sohs s Phw can do all
sorts of ‘ﬂ‘u'hss y‘ou could never 5e+ uwu.?’ with in
real life.

MY CHARACTER
SETS ROWLEY'S
CHARACTER'S
EYEBROWS ON FIRE.

'E OwWOWCH/)
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When T got home T +old Mom all about
Dungeons and Dragons and how Leland was a
reu.ll?z soa& I}uhsmh Master. Rodrick overheard
me +a.|kih3 about Leland and Rodrick 4old me
Leland is the biggest nerd in his school. But +his
is coming from a avy who just spent his 5a+urdd.f
hfsh‘f putting fake vomit on Fr.r::-?lth cars at the
Stop and Sha?, so T +hink T Just take his

n?ihiah with a grain of salt.

( HEH, HEH HEH.)
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Sunday, Januvary 9th
HUGE. shocker +adn?'. e 50‘1‘ a doa."

Dad Just decided +o go out to the mall and bu?f us
d Jcas as a Surprise. He didnt +ell dh?fﬂht he was
going to do i+, not even Mom. And T don+
+hink Mom was 4oo thrilled, becauvse she doesnt
even let Dad {'m?( a hew pair of pants for himself
without check?ns with her first.

— — i

Tve been wanting a &aa for a LONG +ime, but
T never ﬂ\uush-l' i+ would *\d?FEh-
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Uncle Joe has +his das named Killer that's as bia
as a bear. A cauPle ;/E:‘H‘S ago T made the mistake
of askihs Uncle Joe to work on Dad and +r?! to
conVince him o bo}/ us & :103, but i+ had the

A BOY NEEDS A
DOG, rRANK’

op PasH'e effect.

T +hink one of the reasons Dad got us a .:];::-5 s
because Rodrick’s fish ﬁhnﬂ}z died ;/es-}‘arclay. T
WAS s-l'ur-l'.'hs to wah&ar if 'I‘ha'l‘ -F-'sh was Suihs to

live forever.
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A\cﬁr Rodrick’s fish ate mine back in ND"JEM'JEF,
Mom put +he aquarium oh top of the re{riserﬂor.
T dont think dh}r’aht has fed that fish even once
in Fwo moh‘]'\‘-.s, so he must have been suwﬁrihs oh
+he algae that was growihg at the bottom of his
+ank. And believe i+ or not, he was getting
fatter.

I ale

| __fh &=

Dad said that Rodrick's fish died of "natural
cavses, but T kind of douvbt +hat.
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Because about ten minutes before Dad +old
everyone Rodrick’s fish had "passed on,” T had
seen him alive and brmﬂﬁha at the bottom of the
+ank.

Even if Dad is S,uiH}r of some foul Pl"‘)" Tm
}m?w that we got a &os out of it

A‘I‘ Jihher, Dad said we needed +o come up with a
name for our hew ?rl‘. So :Veryam was carvihs vp

with different ideas.
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T wanted to name the das Tolrock or Hammerfist

after m?f Puhs:ohs and Drdsohs characters, but
mbo&}e liked my ideas.

But Mdhhy's ideas were a whole lot dumber. He
wanted +o name the &os atter what we were

}mwhs for dinner, like "S?ihm:h" and "Macaroni’

and stuff like that.

™AC" FOR
SHORT!

Believe it or not, Mom and Dad were encouraging
him. Then Mnhh}f started rattling of f eve

animal he knew, like "E-IEFI.'\nh‘l'" and "Liurlz" and
"E.nsle.*"
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T 4ried +o 3e+ Rodrick 4o Jm’h me in snyihg how
dumb these names were, but Rodrick liked
Nd.hh)r's idea to name the flas "Turtle.

"TURD" FOR

After that, we started 3¢++|'h5 into a PrrH'?‘
heated debate about the names, so Mom put an
end to i+.

She said if the three of us {'n:.-?es couldn+ agree
oh 4 hame, then she was going to “break the
tie" and name the 605 herself.
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So here is the name that Mom came up withi
"Sweetie Pie." T ‘I".‘mus}ﬂ' she was Jakih&, because
+he &as i5 d ba?f, not a sirl. But she was serious.

Hh& Dad nsree& +to -H\e ndame, 5o -I+m+ was Hm-l'.
T +hink Dad was Just relieved Mom wasnt sl
mad at him, so he was wi"ihs to go with nh;/-FhEhS
s}\E said at +}m+ Pm'h-i'.

Al T can 547 is, Samei'hihs tells me Uncle Joe

would not approve.
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Monday, Janvary 10th
Well, }'eshrdd.f T got a Smd surprise, but ‘h:-dn).r

T got a redl hd.S‘l‘)t one. When me and Rowle
showed vp at the bus s+nP +a4a7, there was this
sigh ?asﬂd that said there had been a
Irr‘f:::'.r::-l'wui1‘1;5." The bottom line was that starting
+o&a.?!, kids on m}/ street were soihs 4o have +o

WALK 4o school.

T dont know what 'H‘ﬁt?( were ‘H‘\ihkihe when 'Hw.e?'
did +his ramh-'ha 'I'{'\Iha. T+ like a 45 minuvte
walk from my street o the school.
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L'm sure when they did it they were thinking
kids in my htishbor’rxoorl could Just et +’nr'w3}w
+he Prﬁ'!n in the woods between our street and
+he school. But those woods are +he +errf+or7 of
Nnﬁ?‘ Pants and his thugs, so that's +a+all7 out

of the question.
wcle,

FDM.EYS

|| 10

The uhlPJ WG?J me and Rawley could get o school
was I:i;; wulk-hs all the wny around the woods, and
that's sonﬁh.hg like two miles.
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But we didnt have duhf choice. We had 4o run +he
whole way just to make it to school on time. And
+he only reason we made i+ at all is becavse its
Prac-i'fcall?/ all downhill between our street and school.

When we got close 4o +he school, our resular bus
Passr.& us, and one of the kids rf&ihﬂ in the back
was Cecl Warner. He stuck his head out the

window and started nnkiha mahkr:?l hoises at us.

OOH OOH!
AHH AHH/ d
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T+ really stunk, for 4wo reasons. For one, Cecll
nhl?z lives about 200 },'d.rds away from the school, so
dont ask me what the rezohing ?m?le were
‘I"nfhkfhs. And for 4wo, Cecil got the rr-:uhkt?t noises
idea from us, becavse we would Pull that on him eve

morhing when we rode b}t HIM wn|kfh5 +o school.

the time T got to school, T was +c:-+q||?l wiPr:d
out, which made s+a;(ih3 awake in Mr. Peters class
even harder than usval. |..1.'f.‘1't'.|}(_1 Mr. Peters has
been s-fahdiha about two feet in front of me while
he teaches class. You would think +hat would hel?
me s+a}( awake, but he’s ke one of those snakes
ih a cartoon +’.‘m can ’.‘\y?haﬁzt its me‘
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The r:-hl;f way T could H"'f awake was bf Pfhc’nihs
my inner ‘l'}wfs’n underneath the desk. And now
I}:m +c-+d.||||?1 sore, so don+t ask me what T'm Saihs

to do tomorrow.

On the way home from school, T found out the
worst part of +his rezoning +Hh5: the walk home
is almost all UPHTLL. B?' the +ime T got home,
T was Prd-:.ﬁca"?f dead from exhauvstion. But
ROW‘E)"S ?d.r'zh*l's have aot rr»«:ﬂ"wua;/J so Lm Just

}\c:-?ihﬂ we can convince them to fund a ski lift on

our street 4o hel? us out,
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Arother way to get around this ?r‘oblr:n is to ask
Dad +o drive me to school eve morhing. When T
Pi*i'cht& the idea +to Mom +c:-his +, she said ma?!f:-t
T could earn rides +o school b?f Pa}'ihs for them
in Mom Bucks. The Problcm is, T'm almost all out.

So Mom said if T took Sweetie outside 4o go to
+he bathroom after school every &d.?t, shed give
me ehwg}n Mom Bucks to cover the ride.

Rodrick cunPlaiht& that he wasn+ getting a
chance to cash in on the &os, so Mom came up
with an idea for him to make a litte mohey. She
sent him off 4o +he mall 4o have a :los bowl made
up with Sweetie's hame on i+. But Rodrick’s bad
sPellihs hurt him again, because when he got back
with the bowl, Mom refused +o pay him.
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Tues&u:,r, .:'J_+:|.1r'nun:ar::,|r 11+h

Mr. Peters’ class was a disaster +ﬂddf. T was so
tired T acﬂdu?t started Enllucihaﬁhs. Tm hot
sure, but the two cups of coffee T drank at
home +o \‘-.th me sﬂy awake nay have had
sarm:‘l'}wfhs to do with it.

Lhve really got to do something about this
situation. Mr. Peters is a.lwn?es singling me out in
class and askihs me questions, and of course T

never know the answers. So T +hink T'm headed
for bis +rouble.
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On my walk home from school +his afternoon, T
was so tired T “I"'mush-f T was going to fall a.slzz?
rishi' on the sidewalk. So when T got fo Collin's
house, T decided +o stop and take a nap to
recharge my batteries.

But Collin didnt get the fact that T was trying
to catch some SIEE?, and he woke me up t‘u’tf}( +wo
minites to try fo get me to play with him. The
fourth or fifth time he woke me up, T was going
Yo give him a Saod pop- But someﬂ-\ihs about the
game he was ’naHihS looked awfully familiar,

WANNA PLAY
"ZO0-OPOLY?"
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When Collin oPehe& up +he game, T knew wh;/ it
looked so familiar. The PL:. rr-ohe;/ inside of i+ was
+he EXACT same kind o mohey Mom has been
vsing as Mom Bucks! And you Kave hever seen

Someone moVe as quiﬂkl}( as T did ri5}1+ +hen.

I'LL BE THE

When T counted i+ all up, T realized there was
Sﬂmu‘.‘i"hihs like +wo million dollars in f.d.sh Si‘l"l'ihﬂ in
+hat board gdme. But I didnt Sd.;,r d.h?«'l'Hh_aj to
Collin. T Just kt?+ my mouth shut and Playe& +he
game. But w}\th Collin scﬁ' up for a bathroom
{:rtdk, I Sdw n?' nPehihs.
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SORRY

HEY, WHERE
COLLIN

ARE YOU GO-

ﬂ‘\t -l*.'n.'hs of ﬂh&.’hs -H.-m-f board game couldnt
have been better. Like T said before, T was
almost out of Mom Bucks , and r-m?( ohly source of
future mnia]t was going to be from ‘fnkih& Sweetie

got home from school. But T lost that
Job [77 dropping the ball on my very first &47’.

e r y
- ' Z

5%

out when
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Wednesday, Janvary 12+h
! T

This mrnihs T 4ook a dEEP breath and +ried out
hew Mom Bucks, T gave Mom 100 dollars of
( Pln y money T took from Collins house and

asked Mom for a ride in +o school.

T +}\ou5}\+ for sure T was going to get busted.
T ff‘cjurtrl Mom had some kind of nvisible ink or
sam‘l‘hfhs on the official Mom Bucks and that
she'd know the ones T was handihs her were
cwn‘l'er-FtH', but she ook them without even
Hfhkihﬂ.

T couldnt believe T aot that past her. T dont
think Tve ever gotten dh}r"l’}ﬁfhs past Mom in my
whole life.
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This is HUGE. T Khave about 2 million dollars in
fake Mom Bucks stashed underneath r"-?l mattress.
Tf 7T can ktt? usfhs +hat mhty to ?a?r for
rides, Tl never have 4o walk dh}/w}xerz agdin in
my whole life. T even get rides vp o Rawh?!’s

}xc:-usa, Juﬁ because I cah.

Mom asked Dad 4o drive me in to school, and Dad
Yook me in Moms car. Uhfror'i'uhai'cl}(; Moms car is
covered in all +hese tmbnrrassiha {)Urﬂ?tr' stickers,
so I needed 4o {fsure out a wd.?’ to get dr‘aP?ed
off without btihs seen b;/ dh}(ﬂhﬂ.

~ Kids need

i
not drugs‘
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T came up with the idea 4o have Dad drive me
around +o the back of +he school, instead of up
front where +he dro?—aﬂ: lane is.

T slfP?td ih +’nr'r::u5}w the back door and wasn+
s?c:-i"l'r.& b}t a Sihslt soul.

ARE YOU SURE THIS IS
WHERE I'M SUPPOSED
TO LET YOU OUT?

And with all that ahers;/ T saved from not
hav.'hs to walk to school, T was able to 5+d.7'
awake for almost half of Mr. Peters class.
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%urs&u.}! ) thunr:,r IEJ'H'\

Dad drove me in to school again +n&d.?!, and Just
like }(tS'fEf'dd?’; T had him let me out around +he
back. But Dad must have found out that all +he
other ?qrehi's droi_} their kids off at the front
of the school, and he put two and two +a3e+htr
and realized T was too embarrassed +o be seen
getting dr‘oPPtd off. So he Pd.irl me back BIG
time b;/ comihg into ny‘ homeroom with his pants

hiked up +o his chest wedring a Pm’r of Grahd?n’s

5-‘nh+ suhslnssu ‘ﬂuﬁ WEre in our car.

YOU FORGOT
YOUR LUNCH,
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j guess T kind of deserved that. But Dad got

me with a &nubl:—whdnmf, because he sent Rodrick
o ?ick me. up after swim Prnc‘l'ir.c +ahi31n+.

T was :u?ecﬁhs +o be goihg s*l'rdislh‘l' from +the
?ml into Dad’s warm car, but Rodrick was waiting
for me instead in his car which has a broken
heater. So me and Rawlt?( ?rnc‘ch“?( froze +o the
seats on the ride back. And it wasnt until we got
three quarters of the way home that T realized
Rodrick nduall?' had the air conditioner on.

Swim Prncﬁce was bad enaus}\ without that extra
insult at the end of the th}rl'.
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The coach had made a deal with the team that if
everyone could swim from one end of the pool o the
other without +dkfh3 a breath, he would let us out
tnrbt. T'm +he worst one on the team, so wtr?tahz*s
eyes were on me. Dut when it was my turn o 90,
believe i+ or rot, T made i+ all the way across. But
one last kid still had +o ge Roser H.‘cktf. T wasnt
worried, %au&h, because Rastr is the best swimmer
on the whole team. But he's also a +otal Jerk, and
so he ?u"l:d vp for air with SOM‘H‘\EHS ke a foot
and a half +o go on purpose. So thanks 4o him,
practice got extended another 25 minutes,




1 T T T T T

Friday, Janvary 19+h
! !

The worst Pnr‘i' of !.‘mviha to walk home from
school is the final leg where T have to walk up
my hil. But T -ﬁsur&d out a solution to that
Pr‘oblem *h:::la}z. T bet P\owley he couldn+ carry me

all +he way up to my house on his back. A+ first
Ke wasnt 4oo hot on the irlr.a, but when T
offered +o cnrr}/ his bnck?atk for him he caved in
and took me up on my c’.‘m“ehsz. And T made
sure to kte? him going b?t giving him Plah‘i‘?f of

EhCﬂUt’ds'ENEh"]' on 'H"IE ‘H"d?l I.l'?.

OH, BOY,
YOU SURE
ARE STRONG/
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T ncﬂally have Rodrick o thank for inspiring me
to come up with that idea. When T was a li+tle
kid, Rodrick would alwnfs +r‘?l to make me do stuff
for him +hat he was +oo 1112.?’ to do himself.

GO GET ME

But then hed chnllahsa me to do what he wanted
in under 20 seconds. And he alwnys +old me there
was NO WAY T could do i+ in that time, becauvse
T was way too slow. And for some reason that

alwuys did the trick.
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T was pretiy ‘huPW +°d“)‘ to find out that kind
of Ps;;ckulnaf works on Rowlv_?’ s too.

But T am &E'FIHH'EI?‘ going o have to come up with
some sort of reward sys-rem of snacks or cookies or
someﬁ'}aihs, because i+ was reull?e hard to kEﬁ‘F
Rowlt?! motivated all the way up ‘o my house.
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COULD 1
PLEASE TAKE
A BREAK?

=
The Prﬂﬂfl)ﬂ(_k r.&es ing backfired on me later

WE'RE NOT
EVEN HALFWAY
THERE!

on, anyway. Leland was coming over o Rowleys
{ﬁabysrl‘ again and we had a marathon game of

Puhﬂwhs and Praﬂahs Pluhhe& But R-leay wads in
bed before 6:00 pem.

HE SEEMED
AWFUL TIRED.) gess




3 T e T T T T

Saturday, Janvary 15+h
After P\owle?t woke up +a&d.?! T got him 4o call

Leland and ask him if we could come over and Pla

Duhsmhs and Prnsahs, since it got cancelled last
hfsh-i'. Leland said ?lts, so T got m?! stuff
'fr::-at'f}‘s?.l" +o head up 4o his house.

Uh-lrc:-ﬁum*ftl?r Mom heard my conversation with
Rowle?f and S‘h::PPeri me before T could aet out
+he door. She thinks this whole Puhseahs anhd
Dragons thing is ‘weird” and doesnt understand
wbn?’ a ’.‘14’3\‘\ school kid like Leland would want 4o
}m.hs out with a couple of seventh sra&trs oh a
Sdrl'ur&a?f afternoon +o +alk about sablihs ahd
spells and stuff like that.

£ S5
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T +ried o uPlaih +o Mom that Leland was Just
really cool, and that besides, a person like Ker
would never understand Duhseahs and Drd.sohs

dhr'llld.y- =
2 X

Well, T wish T hadnt gone and said that. T+
Just made Mom way more curious, and then she
said S}\e wuh'}‘eclg ‘o go WITH me o Leluhc]g*s and
wateh us ?ld?’.

T beasa& Mom not to go0. T even offered her
1,000 Mom Bucks if she would s-l‘uy home, but
that Just made her more determined to come with
me. So Mom came o Laluhd’s w?-ﬂw me uhd -ﬂ-\are
was ho-l'hihs T could do about it.
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Leland and Ruwltf could have cared less that Mom
came al:::-hs. But }m‘ﬁhs Mom there mm?lﬁely
ruined the Duhsmhs and Drnaahs wperithv:.t for

me, becavse T fel+ +¢+a||>/ :lork}/ ?la?ffhs in front
of her.

MY WIZARD
WARLOC UTTERS
THE CHARM OF

T ffaurtrl Mom would F.Vth‘]‘ua"?' get bored and
Just go home, but she stuck around for a lahs
+ime. And r[gh‘l' when T +’.‘mu3’.‘1+ she was goihg
1o leave she said SHE wanted 4o Join in oh our

adventure.
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T ffﬂurtri Leland would make up Some excuse and
tell Mom she couldnt ?la?l, but he ad’unu?’ seemed
Prr.H?' enthusiastic about the idea. T was ’rr;rihs
+o sishnl Leland that this was a bfs mistake, but
Ne was aetting Mom started on creating a
character.

T+ got worse from there. Mom decided she
wanted HE.R character 4o be MY characters mom
in the game, so she could “look after me.”

T did some qufck +’nihkih3 ahd made up a lie. T
told her +hat in :Duhsmhs and Prasahs, all +he
characters are or‘Phahs and so characters cant 90
off on adventures with +heir Pdreh'fs.
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Mom seemed to believe my Ex?'dhd'ﬁoh. But +hen
she asked Leland if she could named her character
nhy‘l’%fhs she wanted, and Leland said ‘)tts. So she

name her character Mom."

P

T have 1o give Mom credit for {isurihs out a4
way arouhd my mde—uP rule. But i+ runed the

whole game for me.

WARLOC

THROWS A

TORCH TO
MOM.”
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Plus, even if Moms character -l't-:.l‘mfcnﬂy wasn + my
characters mom in the game, she ctr‘l'afhl?! acted
like it. At this one point in the story, our
characters were }wnhsihs out at a tavern wd.iﬁhs
for a spy to arrive, and T had my dwarf Murlon
order a pint of mead. Mead is sort of like beer in
Duhamhs and Prnsahs, and T guess Mom didn*

approve of that.
™MOM" ACCIDENTALLY
BUMPS MURLON'S ARM
AND SPILLS HIS DRINK

ON THE FLOOR.

But the worst ?o.r-l' of the game was when we so'l'
into a battle situation.
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Leland does a really saod Joﬁ of &tsaribfhs
setting up a soc:-ri battle, like he did when we
rolled away a giant boulder Hackiha a cave and

-Ifauhd A hasi?z surPrfse wdH'ihs fc:-r us.

THE CAVE IS
FULL OF ORCS..
AND THEY LOOK

HUNGRY...

But Mom doesnt get +he whole mm¢?+ about how

you have o kill as many monsters as Pass;ble in

+}~u's game +o 3E+ P.n?er‘iehce Pc;h-l's and move up

levels.
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And our characters are never going fo move up
d.h?' levels as loh& as Mom is around for the ride.

.
After about an hour of this, T couldnt raull?'

take anymore, So T called #+ quits. On +he way
home, Mom was ranH?e -I'nll:Fhs up Duhsmhs and
Prusuhs, sayihs it could raull;?( ]h.el? me to learn
how +o deal with conflicts "hohmhfruh-l'n-}‘?ahall}."r
and stuff like that. All T can say is, T hoPe she
isn+ Pluhh.’hs oh bthﬂ a4 rasular at these games.
Because the first chance T get, "Mom s going to
get dtﬁ:d-&h‘i‘d"f {:um?ed off a iff ll.iy one of h}#

charuc'l‘ers.
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Sunday, Janvary 16+h
! !

After church T asked Mom if she would take me

over to the book store +o get a puhsmhs and
Drasom book. But when we got there, Mom
broke out her credit card and baushi' mJus+
about e\.rr.r}f I}uhamhs and Drdsuhs book +here is.
And T didn+ even have 4o break out a sihslt
?!“m)’ Mom Buck +o pay for it.

Mom is so enthusiastic about Duhsmhs and
Drnsohs, its a litte scary. On the way home,
she was Saihs on and on about how it *zhmuraszs

rea&iha" and how it }\EIPS rlr.\reloP "math skills.”
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Tm acﬂallr starting to wonder if Puhseahs and
Drasnm was secrr.ﬂy created {)PI teachers or
parents and is one of those educational games
+hat +ricks kids into learning. But with all of the
violence in the game T sort of doubt 4.

Ahfﬂﬂ?’: when T got home T +hanked Mom for
+he books and headed up to m?z room to start
c’netkihs them out. But then T found out there
was a catch, which T should have -ﬁsura&. Mom
actuall boual‘rf the books so me and Rodrick could
?la?l OGETHER, and she marched me down to

Rodrick’s room o Sﬁ-‘t him this news.
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Mom said Pld?fihs Duhsmhs and Drd.sohs
+c>3¢+}wtr could really' \Hth us learn to *'Problem—
solve” and work out our conflicts. Then she said
she wanted Rodrick 4o be +he Duhseah Master,
Just like Leland. She JUMPE& +he pile of books on
Rodrick’s bed and told him to start studying vp.

T fel4 s+uPi& tmusin ?I“f;hﬂ Dungmhs and
Dragons at Leland’s house when Mom was in +he
room, but Pla?(fhs with Rodrick was saiha 1o be
much worse, T sPthi' about two hours in m?’ room
makfhs all +he characters, and T +ried +o ohly
use names Rodrick wouldnt make fun of, like Bob”
and "Joe” and stuff like +hat.




13 T i T T T

Once T was finished, T went +o get Rodrick. He
sat down across the kitchen table from me and we
started the game,

YOU AND YOUR GROUP
OF NERDS FALL INTO A
PIT AND IT'S FULL OF
DYNAMITE AND YOU

BLOW UP. THE END.

On the brish-}‘ side, 79!.: have some-I'HhS
uhPlaas:m-}‘ in front of you, T quess it's better +o
just get it over with at once instead of dragging
it out.
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Monday, Janvary 17+h
! f

T didnt have school +oda>' because of the }wolida}r,
so T was lookihs forward 4o hd\f[hs a &d.?’ +o do
whatever T wanted. But Dad was home, +oo,

which was bad news for me. For some reasoh, Dad

has been all over my case lately, +r.||ih5 me to sit
up s+rm‘5}ﬂ+ and Sd:ﬁhs how I?’httcl +o be more
"active” and all of +that. He made Up a new rule last+
week that T have 4o s?thrl at least a half an
hour outside e\tar}( :lay. But he doesnt understand

+hat its Pl"dt‘]'h'.d.u?( imPnssth to see a Game Bn?t

screen in direct $uh|f3h+.
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Dad has also been Pusl‘xihs me to start using +he
wr.fsth set he 391' me for Christmas.

T wish T could Just lie and +ell him Tve been

workihs out e'u'r.r'}( ria}/J but Mom +a+nlly‘ blows my
cover bf using the bench press 4o hang the

lnuh&r}(.

Ahywny, T was h“??}" to 5&1‘ out of the house
‘|‘o&d.?', because the d“ﬂ has been dr‘ivihﬂ me nr‘:az.;,'
with his barking. T+5 all Dad’s fault.
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A few clnys ago, there was a +.v. commercial with
rabbits in i+, and Sweetie seemed r‘m“y interested.
So when the commercial ended, Dad got Sweetie
all riled Up-

WHERE DID THE
RABBITS GO, BOY?
GO FIND THOSE
RABBITS!

Well, Sweetie started {mrkihs at the +.v. like
crazy, and we couldnt get him 1o stop.
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Now, whenever the +.v. is on, Sweetie barks at
the screen. And the ohly +ime he stops barking
is when the commercial with the rabbits comes

bdck oh.

Just another reminder of wh;{ T need o get

m?‘ ownh television {ar‘ m?' room.
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Tues&u:,r, .:'J_+:|.1r'nun:ar::,|r 18+h

There's this dream T dlwd.?fs have where T can ﬂy,
and T had it again this morning. Only i+'s not
reall}( -Iflyihs, i+s more like swimming + r‘oush +he
air, and T can ahl;a move at about two miles an
hour. T wish if T was going to have a dream where
T can ﬂ}z T could at least look cool rloihs it.

Fe s (NERD)
%- e |
= 7 =Y

T wish T could s:ay T was at home in bed when T
Nad that dream this morhing but uhfaﬁuhn-l'tly
+hat was not the case.
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T -Fihd.ﬂ?' fell flat-out :ssleeP in Mr. Peters’ class,
which T guess was bound o hd.??eh eveh+un||7'.

Mr. Peters snapped his fingers real loud to get me
+o wake up and he told me he was giving me
detention for -Fdllihs nslee? Jur‘ihs his lecture. Then
he sent me to the front of the room to sit in the
chair next to his desk. T was just glad T didn+
hd.\re to kee? sIHihﬂ at n}( owh r.*'.:air, because I
didnt have nh;,d'}u.'ha to wipe the ?udéle of drool
off of m?( desk with.
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T guess Mr. Peters was ‘l'r?'ihs +o embarrass me
b?r hnﬁhs me st up front, but 4o be hornest, T
was ?r».:H?' relieved.

Because for the first +ime ever in Mr. Peters’

class, T was able 4o Just slu? in peace.

BLAAH BLAAH
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Wednesday, Janvary 19+h
'Tadqr T had 4o serve my detention for €a11;n5

nsh:t? in Mr. Peters’ class. Tve never got a
detention before, so T didnt rtauy‘ know what
to Ex?tt‘]‘. M?/ first +hau5}x+ when T saw the
other kids in the room was that T didnt Btloha
in here with these future crimnals. The onl
trﬁP‘l?/ seat was rfs’ni' in front of Kth.h}( Keith,
who reallf hates me.

i A

Kchh?f wds oh r'-)/ soccer team, and he still has a

bone +o Pir.k with me for ruihfhs his ?er-ﬁzd' season.
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So Kthh?' was onh my case the whole hour of
detention. Hz was mhshhﬂ?' -ﬂir.kihs r--y ears and
Hawihs, s?i‘l'ba"s in my hair and giving me We+
Willies. And Kehh?( wads reall?' sami at smdkihs in
his attacks when Mr. Bertrand, +he moderator,
wash + |aakih5, so T had +o Just sit +here and
take i,

But after about 20 minutes of abuse Kehh)l got a
li+tle careless, and Mr. Bertrand looked up risln-f

when Kehn}( was khcckihs on the back of MPJ head
like i+ was snmﬁod}(‘s front door.
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Mr. Bertrand JUMPE& out of his chair and }"E"E& at
Kehhf for baﬁ'her'fhs me. Then Mr. Bertrand said
+hat if he cnusH' Kthhy‘ 1d?tih5 a hand on me one

more +time, i+ would be +wo weeks of detention.

Well, opportunities like +his dont come up for me
too often, so as soon as Mr. Bertrand turned
nrouh& to walk back +o th &esl: , j: +ook action.
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l‘”t;,' ?'nh worked out ?er-Fer_H}( , and you wouldnt
believe how mad Mr. Bertrand was at Kahh?/.

Mr. Betrand delivered on his promise and handed
Kah‘ny +wo more weeks of detention, -}‘hah m&e Hm
st oin -H-\e d-.m'r next to ]h-'s desk. Ahcl ns?c’;e from
Kahh;./ +r>rih3 +o burn holes in me with his eyes from
his seat at the front of the room, the rest of
detention was Pra-H)J Panc&ful.
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All in all, T +hink my idea was a decent short-
term solution but m?rbe not so smart for the long
run. Decause my walk home brihss me ri3}~.+ ﬁrmsh
Kehh?r’s heishbarhm&, and its been getting dark
out nwfuﬂy enrly +hese dd?!s.

aina
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%urs&u.}! , thunr:,r 20+h

Mom and Dad have been n'&ihs Rodrick for the
past few days because his science fair project s
coming up. l‘{;s project isn+ duf.'fl..ld"?’ due for a
while but '1'}\&?1 don+ want to see a repeat of

what thPthtrl las+ year.

Rodrick’s last science project was called "Does
Naﬁhﬁs Violent Movies Make Ptc-?le Think Violent
'ﬂmug}ﬁs?ﬂ The experiment was +o have ?mPlt
watch horror movies and then make them draw
pictures afterwards o show how the movies affected
+hem. But it was rea“?f Just an excuse for Rodrick
and his f{‘ithds to watch a pile of horror movies.
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Well, Rodrick’s friends got +he m\rie—wn‘l'thihs
?d.r*f done but none of them ever drew an

?icﬂrcs. So the hisi.ﬁ before +he Prc:jmﬁ was
Jue, Rodrick didn+t have dh?"l"hihs to show for
himself. And if Rodrick failed this ?ruj:t+, he

was saihs to hﬂe +o g0 to Surmmer Sti.'\aal.

Mom found out the state of Rodrick's project
at about mi&h?sl.‘ﬂ', ahd she woke me and Dad vp
to recruit us to draw P’.‘mh}( Pic‘l‘ures. So me and
Dad sat at the kitchen table &rd.wihs while Mom
got Rodrick set up oh the carr.?u‘l'cr.
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We did our best +o imagine what a muPlt of teenage
bo}(s would draw after w:ﬂ'c}wihs a bunch of violent

movVies. Dad mostly drew war scenes and T drew the
kinds of ﬂ'wihss +hat are alwd.?zs +atooed on PmPlels

arms in Rodrick's !.‘ltd"ul'y‘ me+tal rnnsa:.ihts.

oo
a]n}
oo

S

:%—.3;.
> g 2
a

We finished at about 3:00 a.m. and handed the
clrnw?hSS off to Mom, who s-haPled ewry-l%.’ns
+o‘5a+har and sent Rodrick off o school with the

firished Pr-::&uc-h
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The {uhhy Jrhihs is, T cwg’.‘ﬁ heat from Mom when
she saw the &rnwihss T did. She said ‘HHE?' were
"disturbing,” and she even banned me from seeing
moVies that were rated dh?/‘]'}-.fhs but "G.

But if she wanted to see "disturbing,” she should
have taken a look at some of +he stuff Mnhh;/ was
coming up with those dd.?fs. One hisht Rodrick
ncci&thﬂﬂ?r lef+ one of his horror movies in the
machine and when Manhy went 4o 4urn on Sesame
Street in the morning, he got Rodrick’s movie
instead.
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T came across 4 mu?le
of Mann?r’s drawings
d'F‘I'EI" +}m+ nh:l Some G-F
them were cmu&i.‘\ to
give me his}ﬁ'mnres.

their lesson after Rodrick's science ?rajec+ fiasco.
He ?nSSE& his class, but Just bd.r‘el?(. And when he
Eruus}ﬁ' his paper home, he didnt even Mkhﬂwll!&se

+hat ahyone Bel'peri him out. So this year, Mom and
Dad let Rodrick know that he's on his own.

£

S — E——
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Friday, Janwary 21st
! !

Last hishi' T made the mistake of |eH‘fh5 Sweetie
in my room while T was &r::-ihs m?! homework. He

JurnPt& up oh my bed and went rfg}ﬁ' to slr.r.P. When
T was rtd.c}?’ to go to slee? M?ISﬂ-F, T +4ried +o get
+he 605 off r'-?f bed, but he wasnt En\rihs it.

COME ON/
SHOO, SHOO!

So T had to share my bed with Sweetie. He sle?-l'
r.'s}ﬁ smack in the middle of the bed, so T spent
the whole rﬁa*ﬁ +r‘7ih5 to -ﬁaur‘t out a way to get

comfortable, which T never did.
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And since T couldnt
5&1‘ -H\E &03 off m;,'

mn-ﬁor“l'et"; I had o
slee? oh +°? of i, so
T was -Fr‘eaz.’hs cold.

After getting no SlEEP,
s+n?dhs awake in Mr. Peters class was imPossth.
And hobo&?f bothered to let me know when class
ended, so T didnt even wake vp untl the next
?r.riod, when the class had chnhserl over and Mrs.
Borners’ social studies class was in session.
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T+ was ?TE‘H’P/ enﬁnrrnssih&, but T was Ju5+
}mPW Mr. Peters didn+t give me another
detention. Because Sah&iha me back to detention
hall with Kthhy‘ Keith would have been like a
death sentence.

‘ﬂ-\.'hss were ?re:'Hy tense at home 'hah-sh'l'. Mom
and Dad set vp ‘miestones” for Rodrick to make
sure he stayed on track with his science project.
Torish'h drick was su??osa:{ to tell Mom and
Dad what the topic for his science project was
going o be, and at 6:00 Rodrick still didnt have
an idea. But then he saw scm‘lh'ha on t.v. that
s?arked d +{-mu3]l'x+.

'Q:
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'ﬂ-.er‘e was this show on about astronauts, and it
said that after astronauts come back o Earth
after beihﬂ in space for a |oh5 time, -I‘!r.ey are
:sc-l'u:slly taller +han when ﬂ-qe?' lef+. That's because
in space, theres no gravity, so their spines
Jemrvn?ress and the astronavts end up Beihﬂ ah
inch or two taller for a while.

Well, Rodrick told Mom and Dad all about the
show and said he wanted +o do an e::faerimhi' to
simulate ‘zero 5r=wi+>:." His plan is to s+n7
horizontal as often as possible to see if his spine
will Jtmm?ress and make him get +aller.
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Rodrick sold +he idea like the results of his
e:cfaerimhi' would benefit mankind, but Mom saw
rES*ﬁ ﬂ\roush it as an excuse for Rodrick 4o I:a;.(
around all the time. But Dad was all for i+. He was
Just }mPP;,' Rodrick met his first milestone on time
and that -ﬂ\ar‘e werent 5"'-"3 to be d.h},' ﬁidﬁs}\-l'
wd.kEuP calls like last year.

But T think Dad started fo see things different
when he told Rodrick i+ was time o drive me +o

Swim Prnc-\‘k_e.
. I'M DOING ™MY
RESEARCH.
o =
# b\
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Sd'fur&av r Jahudry Zth]g
7 7

'Tahia}d' we had our first real snowstorm. T+ would
have been better if i+ started showing oh 4 school

hfsht but T was still Pre‘H?f hq??f when T saw

+he first flakes {allihs.

T called Rnwlt?r rESHN-I' away and told him to come
over. Me and Rowley have been +dlkih3 about
5uE|&ih5 the world’s EE&ges-l' showman for the past
r.nuPlt of yenrs, but eu‘er)r time we Se+ Serious
about i+ the snow has all melted and weve missed

our ch dhnce.
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And when T say the world’s biggest snowman, Tim

not kidding. Our goal is to get in the Guinness
Book of World Records.

When Rowle?’ showed up, we got rish-f to work.
We started rollihs the first showball o make +he
base of the srowman. T ﬁsur&& i+ had to be at
least eight feet tall for us to have a shot at
{:redkiha +he record.
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But that +’.‘15h3 got HEAVY, and we had +o take
a r.r::-u?lt of breaks in between rolls so we could

catch our breath.
During one of our

{}rﬂnl:s, Mom came
outside o go to
the 3ro:£?' store,
but our showball was
behind her car and
she was blocked in. So we got a little free labor
out of her, and Moms work added about six extra
inches to the diameter of our snowball.
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Me and Rawley ktPi' Pus’niha +hat snowball until i+
50‘1' too ’nta\r}/ to ?us’n ah?! further. T Jr}wwshi' about
going inside o aet Dad and Rodrick 4o hth US.

But when T looked back at our lawn, T got a sick
-Feelnihs in my stomach. The snowball had gotten so
}\w}( that i+ tore up the sod Dad had Just laid
down this fall. T was ’naPihs i+ would snow a few
more inches and cover up our crime, but jus*l' like
that, i+ 51'9??&& Showing.
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Plus, my }woPe for buﬂdih& the world's bisazsi'
showman was out the window. We had used vp all
the show in our lawn, and besides, our showball was
more mud and arass than actual snow. So T came
up with another Plah. E'u‘er’y time it snows, the
kids from \nlhirh?r Drive come up our hill +o use our
street for sled&ihs, even +’nau31'x -H\ty dont even
live here. So tomorrow morning, me and Rawltf are

going o teach those kids a lesson.
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Sunday, Janvary 23rd
! !

The snow was alrea&f starting to melt when T
woke up +his morhing, and our front lawn looked
even worse than it did last hig’.ﬁ. T called
Rc:-wle?f and told him +o come over qufck SO we

could execute our Plah 1o roll the snowball down

+he hill.

While T was waiting for Rowlle;/ T watched
Mqhhy ‘h’}(ihs +o buld a showman out of the
Picl:“}' bits of snow that were lef+ over from last
hfsh‘i‘.
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Dont ask me what Pu+ the *I'l‘mus’.ﬁ in m?! ’nea&,
but T decided +o have a litHe fun with Md.hh?fs
miniature snowman. But unfortunately for me,

Dad saw the whole +1'1.Ih3 from the front window.

T knew T was cooked when T heard the garage
door opehing and T saw Dad’s |=35 in the

rloarwny‘.
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Dad marched rish+ out carrrihs a snow shovel
over his shoulder, and T +hw3}w+ T was going o

Nave 4o run for my life.
T-QT
e

But Dad was walkihs towards the snowball, not
me. And in less than a minute, he had reduced our
Nard work o a ?Ele of crumbs.

To be honest with ?(-::u, T was ?raH}z imPrassa&
with how efficient Dad was with that snow shovel.
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After that, Dad Just cqlml?r walked back +he way

}\-E came.

‘ -

Rowla?f showed vp a few minutes later, T %oush-l‘
Rowle?f miﬂhf get a |nu3'h out of what kn??ehed,
but he had been r‘enlly excited to roll the snowball
down the hill and so he didn+t renﬂy see the humor

in the situation.
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‘Rowlty was super mad that all our work had gone
+o waste, and he blamed i+ all on me. T +old him
we could Juﬁ make another snowball in his front

?mrd, but Rowle.r didnt want to hear i+.

T +old Rowley he was be?hs a b.’s bnﬁy, and we
started to get into a shoving match. But right
when it looked like we were going to get into an
all-out ﬁg}x‘h we got hit with an ambush from the
Street.
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T+ was a hit-and-run attack b}f +he thrlﬂy
Street kids. And if Mrs. Georse, our E-hsl-'sh
teacher, was there, T'm sure she would have said

+he whole E?isode was irohic.

* k4
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Monday, Janvary 29+h
f f

So far, hnviha d dns has been WAY different
than T ex?er.ﬂc}. T guess Tve seen o0 man
rlos food commercials or sc:-mrf’nihsj because T had
a Pichrre ih r'-?l mind of what \Ha\rihs a &r::-s would

be like, and its not even close +o accurate.

Sweetie hasnt warmed up to anyone in the {dr"ﬂ‘){
but Mom. Sweetie 5+d.?!5 h m?! room e\rer}( hisl'ri',
but it's not because he likes me. He's bnsicd.uf Just
using me for my bed.
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Sweetie scratches at my door evtry hish‘l‘ around
3:00 and whines until T let him in. Then he
walks rsz Pnﬂ me and Jumps up oh my bed,
where he starts grooming himself. He licks all four
paws and his hubb?z li++le +ail until +‘he?r’rr. all
saakihs wet.

And he's not quiet about i+, either. Torﬁs}ﬁ', it
was a real ?rablem. The got a }wge His*l'or'}(
paper due on \nlerihtsdn‘}t and T couldn't
concentrate with the racket the &ag was mnkihs.
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T alwd.fs have 4o remember +o -ﬂi? my pillow over
before T 90 to slth. Because once or Fwice, The
-Ifarsc:-ﬁzh to, and Tve laid my head dowh ris’.‘ﬂ'
on the wet sPat

The given up oh +r?lfhs to get nh?‘ kind of
affection out of the &r::s, but Dad hasnt. Dad
cant ﬁsurt out w’n?l Sweetie loves Mom so much
when she Mﬂ.ly gives Sweetie any attention at all.

GO LAY
DOWN,
i ay SWEETIE.
it W
RN
)
WAG
WAG |
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Dad is d.lwnys +r>z.'h3 to get Sweetie to rwzzle him
or give him a lite kiss, but Sweetie is just not
interested.

Tﬂhi‘sh'f Dad was pulling +his routine on Sweetie,
and believe i+ or not, Sweetie nc'h,-nlly gave him a
litte lick on the nose. T dont know if Sweetie
was Jus+ +I‘7|'h3 to kiss Pad to 3&1’ it over w.'-H-\,
or if he smelled some s?aﬂheﬁf sauce oh Dads

';ﬂf_tt
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But from the look on Dad’s face, }(ou‘:{ think he
won the 1o+-'m'}(.

And ma)r{)e if Dad hadnt &es—l'roytd my giant
snowball yeﬁer‘&ny, T would have warned him that
Sweetie had Just spent +the past half hour lickihs
Hs rear Eh& i m?! beclr‘mm.
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Tuesday, Janvary 25+h
MP; bis his*l'ur}z paper is due tomorrow, but since a

bfs showstorm was SH?PL‘}SEL]: +o blow in around
6:00 and snow for two &a?rs s+raf3’n+; T wasnt
+oo worried about it.

A+ around 11:00, _
T +ook a ?etk out ) =
the window to see — ———i\ _@_
how many inches of < ° ®
snow had fallen so far. T almost fainted when

T Pullz& the curtain back.

w

Ly
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T +turned on the news o see what ’nd.??ehtd to
+he blizzard +hat was SuP?c:-SE:l to be haP?thfhs
ris’.‘rl' about now. But the weather 9vy was ﬁllihs
a comPleﬁ'el}/ different s+or?1 than he was a few
hours ago.

YOU CAN SAY
LOOKS LIKE THAT AGAIN,
WE DODGED MARLA/ HA,

THE BULLET HA, HA.
ON THIS ONE, "

T think the weather avy should have +o
Ptrs:;-hn"y nPoh:s.'z.e +o every kid like me who ?lnhs

his whole life around these crummy forecasts.



3 T e T T T

Now that T knew school wasnt goihg o be
cancelled, T had 4o nr.‘l'ud.ll?f start my Histo
project. Were rm&ih& this book in class called The
Tlhiad, which is a rmll?f |ah5 poem about a war
+hat thPemd in Greece. So our assighment s fo
write a poem about the ?eriml in h?s+nr7 +hat

most interests us.

But there were two ?raHms with this. One, T
dont know the first +}1Fh3 about his*l'ary, and
two, T couldnt concentrate with Sweetie slnorihs

on my bed.
NOREA [ o
S
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But then T had a brilliant idea. T remembered

back o all the times Dad }wzl?ed Rodrick out b}(
typing his HIE‘h:lr‘?‘ papers for him, and T figured
if +here was ever 4 +ime when 1 was going to call

on Dad 4o sﬁ' me out of a Pihf.h, it was +ah55’n+.

So T told Dad all about my History assignment.
T was l‘m?fhs he would get the hint and offer 4o
Jump righ‘l' in and ’nel? out. But uh-lfoﬁuhﬁel?! for
me, Dad seems +o have learned his lesson from all

his tﬂ?tr'fthcts with Rodrick's papers.
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So T was on m?? owh. Dut r‘is}ﬂ' when T had
Pradfcn“y given up l‘m'pe, Rodrick Pulle& me aside

and made me an offer.

T+ turns out Rodrick had Mrs. Lions, my H.‘s+or?l
teacher, when he was in my Sra&t, and she had
given his class the EXACT same assighment. And
Rodrick Just so ’nn?Pehed +o have his old
assignment, which he had clug out of his desk
drawer and was sitting oh his bed. Rodrick +old
me L could copy i+ word for word, and all i+ would
cost me was one thousand Mom Bucks.
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T+ was PrrH?f tempting, because like T said,
Dad has written every His+or{v paper Rodrick has
ever been assfshtd. So T knew bu?ffhs that paper
was like guaranteeing m?zsehc ah "A." But Rodrick’s
nskihs price was way' oo }wfsh. Even Jrhaush T
have about 100,000 dollars in counterfeit Mom
Bucks lef+, T need that mht?l +o last me
+’nrau5h ’nish school, at least. So T said no deal.

T decided +o Juﬁ suck vp and do the paper
m?iSt'.l'F. So T started daihs some research on the
comPuh:r. But at 2:00 a.m., the worst Possible

+’.‘xih3 ’.‘MPPEHEC.]I-' +he power went out.
BLllNK
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T waited for the power to a0 back on, but
mﬂ‘\ihs was ’MPPehihS. So how T was in some
serious trouble. ﬁmllr, T decided to take Rodrick
up on his offer, and T went down to the basement
with one thousand Mom Bucks. But Rodrick wasn+t

going to let me off that easy.

MY RATE
HAS
CHANGED.

He had me naaihs'f +he ropes, and he knew it.
Rodrick ended up squeezing me for TEN
THOUSAND Mom Bucks. T sn'?td and Srmhad
when T handed over +he cash, but at that Pn.’h'h
T was jus+ Slmd to take r--?( paper and go to bed.
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Wednesday, Janvary 26+h
! T
T got to school mrlr +his morhning so T could

*.:n::-??! Rodrick’s Hsh:-r'}( paper before class started.
But the first sigh +hat snmt+hih5 was Striausb'
wrohg wds that +he paper wash+ +)(Pewri++eh. T+
was in Rodrick’s own handwriting.

$

The whole reason T boush'f the paper off Rodrick
is because Dad used to write all Rodrick’s papers
for him. That's the whole reason Rodrick passed
H.’s-h:-rf. And all of the sudden it hit me. When
Rodn’ck wdS i ‘H‘\E Stvah-}'}x Srade ) 1'1& so'l' ihod {1.'3
ﬁsi‘rl’ with Dad, and ﬂwty didn+ sPﬂnk to each
other for about a month. So Rodrick must have
had o do this paper without Dad’s Hﬂ?,
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Like T said bt-Fort, the nssishmeh-i' was to write a
poem about +he Per'-'aci in Hﬁ'ar}( +hat interests ?h:w
the most. So T held my breath and read Rodricks

paper, fo see if i+ was usable.

By Reclnich Hegfiey-
Domatinmaa L Ak andl womdern
Liho whot she hack the 2ath woa ke
Awgwaﬁa

Lid cavemem nide on dinosowrs ?
Did flowers, oren gowr?
w&icﬁuuﬁaﬂ.aum,@@ﬂwtmﬂmcﬂt
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Dl gjamk. ppiders rude £he ganth?

,_Q,?mm‘ﬂﬁ afwﬂ-?ﬂ-mnogm.
Bux we will mever hmour

Tha cranyy wosll, thatJappral hore
AW?’«WG‘B&-

o
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T+ looks like Rodrick puts even less effort into
research than T do. And needless 4o say, his
paper ended up in the first trash can {cauld
find. T decided T was going to just have to

take m?! “F" like & man and move on.

When T got home, Mom was waiting for me at
the front door. T+ turns out Rodrick had +ried
to cash in all 10,000 of his Mom Bucks for a
used mi'art?fdt. But of course Mom knew
somﬁhfhs was -ﬁsh}( since she never put more
than a thousand Mom Bucks into circulation at

ohe time.
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Mom made me caus’n vp the rest of my stash,
even the mheg T earned 1esi+ima+¢|>(. Then she
said the Mom Bucks program IS o#fciqlllly over. To
be honest with ;n::u, T PTF'.‘{“.‘PJ relieved. Ktt?ihs
all of that counterfeit cash hidden in my room
was raally stressing me out.

Now Rodrick’s mad at me for ?a?ffhs him in fake

and T'm mad at him for selling me a
wnﬁiless paper. And of course Moms mad at
both of us. But +he person who is rmﬂy‘ to blame
is the weather suy, whose -:.rurwrr-y' forecast
started +his whole mess.

T -Fisure& Mom was goihg to |a>/ down some kind
of Fuhis}wm:h‘l' +ah53’.‘1+, but a P}mht call :lurihs
dinher distracted Mom and saved +the &a?i.
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T+ was Gramma, ca"fhs Mom to tell her +that
Uncle Gd.rr is getting married. You rm'sh‘l' +hink
this would be rmllly‘ bis news, but Uncle Gary has

been married three times before.

Uncle Gd.r?lls not a bad avy or ah?d'}'nihs. He Just
Jumps into +hese l"tld'ﬁthHPS +that move +oo fast
and end up ﬂam’hs ovt. So Uncle Gnryis wul:lfhss
have become a regu'lnr +}\ih5, like %nhkssi'ufhs or
Easter. When he got
married the last
time, Gramma didnt
even bother 4o

replace +he wtf.lrr.ltfhﬂ
Picﬂ-r& oh her
dresser. She just cut
out the head of wife
#3 and Pd.s*]'r.d it on
top of wife #2.
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Most kids have srawi'h charts on their ?a.thry
door to show how +all +’nty’\re gotten over the
?lears, but not vs. T we need to check our

progress, we use our ?ich:rts from Uncle Gary’s

we:l:iihss.
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Like T said before, Dad has been all over my case

+he last couple of weeks. LdHrzl?l, he's been Pus’nihs
me to sign up 4o be a Sd.frt‘l?l Pah‘ol.

At first T didn't want +o do i+, but then T
realized that marbz !.'\du‘u’iha a positien of nu‘l'}wri-i}(
could be smd for me.

BUT WE'VE
BEEN STANDING
HERE FOR AN

CAN WE PLEASE
CROSS THE
STREET NOW?

13 T T e T T T
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Plus, T found out that 54&1’7 Paﬁuls get free hot
chocolate in the morning before school, and that
+’.‘mfr‘t allowed +o be 10 minutes late o class.

And most Fm?ﬂr“l'dh‘l'ly, Kermy Keith gets out of
detention about 10 dd?(s from now. I -ﬁﬂut" e if Ijm
?f‘o‘h‘.t‘i‘&l:]: 57 a bndﬂe, he cant mess with me like he
could if T was a reaulnr evilian. So T s.’shE& up
‘|‘o~dd?r, and T sa‘l' Rowlt?( ‘o SFsh P, too.



1 T e 1 T T T T

Tani&hi' was & Swim Prnc‘l'ir.e hislh‘l‘. T decided The
about had i+ with the whole winter swim team
“I'l‘lihs at this Pa?n-i', so 1 came up with a P|nh.

About five minutes into Prqcﬁr.:, T asked the
coach if T could use +he bathroom. M?' ?hh was Yo
Just st in +he locker room and wait out Prdtﬁtt.
T -FFaureri ]nd.haihs out in a bathroom stall was way
better +han getting knocked around in an
overcrowded lane for an hour and a half.
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The Pra{:'ltm was that T couldnt +ake my towel +o
+he bathroom with me, or the coach mfsbrﬁ get
SUSPICiOUS. And T never realized how cold it is in
+hat locker room until +ah531‘1+.

The other Problcm was that the liﬂhi's in the
locker room are the kind that au+¢ma+4'cd.11?! +urn
oh and off &t?ehrlfhs onh if someone’s in the room.
So after about five minutes, +the 1.‘31‘\1'5 shut off
and T was in the PH'ch black. T +ried 4o +hrow
wads of +oilet paper over the wall 40 make +he
lights 4urn back on, but T didn+t have any luck.
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T+ got so cold in there that T ﬂhq“;/ had +o
wrap m?tsd\{ in toilet paper just fo make sure T
didn+ get h?/?o*i'hermfa. T started o wonder if
+his was all worth i+. T would have Jjust gone back
out to practice, but i+ would have taken me 15
minutes to Pic.k all of the wet toilet paper off of
my ba&?‘.

Tve heard that when yau srl' 1o heaven, the
make yov watch a tape of your whole life before
leHihS ?mu in. Al T can Sd}’ s, 1 ’nuPt ‘l'}wa?f
have a fast forward button or sar-ei'%fhs, because
T &E‘Fl'hf‘h:'?‘ do not need to experience +his cPisn&t
asd.ih.
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Friday, Janvary 28+h
! !

T ffhu.ﬂ?t solved the m?tsi'er}t of wh‘y Dad has been
riclihs me so hard ln*h:l?!. T+ all came Jrasﬂ’ner
when T found 4 ﬂ?ftr on the +able B?l his bed.

——

Does your son
have what it
takes to be a

GARRIGAN
L:IL MAN? |
Academic distinction
Integrity
Athletic excellence

Early admissions open house
Monday, January 31st

5500 non-refundable deposit required

Bishop Garrigan: Building
tomorrow's leaders TODAY
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So thats what Dad has been up to all +his time.
He's been +r7ih3 +o make sure T S}‘ad?t up so T
get acci:?‘]'t& +o Bishc:-? Garrisah Hish School. T'm
not even in +the ﬂshﬂx srmle ?it‘i', but i+ looks like
'f!ﬁty“‘#t got some sort of deal where H‘xt}f lock you
in td.f'l‘)l.

T wasnt too worried about Bis}w? Gnrrisah
because i+ was so far off in the future, but now T
realize Tve got to take drastic measures or Dad is
going to 1&7 his money dowh Moh&d.f hiﬂ}ﬂ' ahd
+here will be no getting out of it.

You would think Dad would have realized b?z now
+hat T'm not emc‘]'l:/ Garrisd.h material, but T
quess he hasnt been P“}""S attention the past 12
years.
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So this weekend, Thve got to drum it into Dad's
head +hat hes wasting his +ime +r7ih3 Yo get me
into Bishop Garrigan. T have a plan laid out, but
s safh& +o take the whole weekend +o execute it

First of all, Dad should know +hat my school
years haven+ emr.*l'l;r been marked b}/ "academic
distinction.” T'm +’nihkfh3 this weekend is a smd
time to announce m?t Science Fair Pro‘jtﬁ topic to
Mom and Dad, which is, "Can I""lf Brother Grow
B}( Just Sh?!ihs Horizontal 7"
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The "ih+E3r.i+;f" +}~..’h5 should be ?r¢+17 easy. Me
and Rowley were going o do a bunch of ?rd.hk
calls down in the basement this weekend, but now
well JuS‘i‘ do them out in the opeh. Qur hEﬂS!"nbﬂr s
Mr. Blair, just &ra?Ped his BMW off at the
garage to have the windshield wipers r‘a?l:ar.ed. So
Ijh Sﬂuihﬂ to call him and Prt‘l‘th& Ijm the
mechanic and Sc:;,' T d.cf.iJeh-I'dll?' sent his car to
the Juhk ?rd.r‘&, where it got squdshe& by the
+rash conPd.»:+ar‘.

YES, SIR, BUT THE
GOOD NEWS IS WE
WERE ABLE TO
), SALVAGE YOUR AIR
FRESHENER.

HEE HEE ¢

THAT'S...
THATS 4
HORRIBLE/
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And The got a plan to remind Dad about my
athletic skills, +oo. Mom has been !nd.vihg +hese
Fam“lr Movie Nish‘l's oh Suhc}a?’s. So all T have 4o
do is SIIP i a tape of ahy ohe of my past tee ball
Par{ormar\cts and that should do the +rick. T Just
}th T can find the one where T sihslthnh&tély
cavsed a game to last three hours. They had +o
chnhst +he ‘ho strikeouts rule after that.

GET THAT

KID OFF

T have a cau?la of other tricks up m;( sleeve, too.
T quarantee after this weekend, Dad will cancel
Pluhs for +he open house on Mahdn?f and Just l(aa?
his $500.
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WELL, SEE YOU GUYS
TOMORROW NIGHT! @

Saturday, January 294k
7 7

When T woke up +his morhing, T was all set 4o
start proving T wasn® cut out for Bis}w'[:
Garrigdh to Dad. But my quh hit a shag when
Mom told me we needed +o &ra? off a desk at
Grandpas apartment, and she wanted me to help
Dad cd.rrf it.

T couldn® -Fisure out wh?f Dad needed my ’ntl?,
because the desk was rm"?f 1i3}1+. But f:?l the +ime T
realized what was reaH}' !.‘m.PPtrihs, i+ was ‘oo late.
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Mom and Dad ?ullr.& a DUMP and Run on me, and
T cant believe T didn't see i+ coming. Mom and
Dad decided at the last minute 4o drive out +o
meet Uncle Gary's new -thcu, and so T soJr

Jum?td off at Grd.hri?n's for the weekend.

E\rery +ime Mom and Dad go out of town, *H*.e?! Pull
samﬁ'}wihs like +his. 'ﬂ-.r.}( never let us know where
+heyre goihg, because -ﬂxt‘y‘r‘e afraid that if
Rodrick knows ‘l'l‘xtf won+ be home, hell plan a bis
?ari}r at our house. Over the summer, Mom and
Dad went on a *h'i?, and we didnt even know ‘l'}wc)/
were of-lficidlly gone until two da‘}ts before +’nef came

R ——
HAWAIL!

n #
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Now it was all starting to make sense. T"hnhh?( was
at Gramma’s for the weekend and Mom and Dad
let Rodrick g skiihs with Ward. And now T was
in a panic becavse 1) T wasnt goihg o have
enough time to persuade Dad T wasnt fit for
B;skc? Gdf‘f‘[ﬂdh and 2) T was stuck at Gran&fm’s
with nothing to do.

S?ehdihs the weekend at Grnh&?n’s is worse than
prison. Grandpa doesnt have ah?d-h'hs in his
apartment that a kid could ?lq?' with, except a
wihd-uP Santa that ?lnys "J'.'halt Bells." But T
broke +hat -I'}\Ehs the last time T got stuck here,
50 I don+t even hd.\re -H\d.-f a5 an entertainment

a?-l'iah d.h;{mol“t.
g
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T wish Mom and Dad at least gave me some
warhing, So T could have ?m:ked up my video
games or Sn::mtﬂ‘\ihs. Becavse T got stuck wa‘l'c’.‘xihs
what Grathd. wanted to watch on +.v. And
Gr‘ah&?a doesnt even watch real shows. He Just
ktePs his +.v. tuned 1o the channel that shows
what's goihg oh in the main labb)f of his buil&ihs,
where 'H‘\t)/ have a securi‘f)( Camera Pc:-ihﬂ& at the
front door. So he Just sits there and watches
?taPle come ahd o all :;la}( long.

OH, SURE’BARTY MELMAN HAS
TIME TO TAKE A THREE HOUR
WALK BUT HE DOESN'T HAVE TIME
TO RETURN MY TOASTER OVEN!
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At night, things slowed down in the main labby,
so Grd.hrl?d. turned off the +.v. Then he Pulled
out this old board game called "Gutbusters’ out of
Nis closet and set i+ up- Grnh&f:a has made me
?la?l Gutbusters with him before, and its +he
dumbes+ game in +he world. One avy reads a card
with a P\Hrase oh T, and the other su?ls has +o
‘h"}( not to 'ld.usin. 1 always beat Grah&Fa when
we Play, msﬂy because the game was made about
10 years ago and T don*t even understand what

+’ne Phrnsas ohn -i"m: r.d.r&s are suP?c:-se& to mean.

PUTTING ECONOMIC
POLICY BEFORE FISCAL
RESPONSIBILITY IS LIKE
PUTTING THE CART
BEFORE THE HORSE.
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The ohly 51"4'51'\'1‘ s?o-l‘ about 'l'o&u?e was that
Rodrick wasnt here. The last t+ime Rodrick was
hera, Grahcl?u mnde us ?lay Gu'f{msi‘ers , too.

Ahd e‘uery time it was rr.?' turn to raa& a r.an:l ,

Rodrick made sure he had a reull?f b.’s mouthful of
milk.
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Sunday, Janvary 30th
! !

Last hiﬂ’.ﬁ was the official new Most Horrible
Nishﬁ' of My Life. And i+ started with the fact
+hat T had 4o share a bed with Grnh&Pn.

COULD YOU PUT
MY TEETH IN

T4 Mom and Dad had warned me ‘H‘\E?‘ were going
+o dumF me off at Gr‘nhd?ujs T couldve at least
?n:kec{ a sleeping bnﬂ and slept on +he floor.
With all of Grnhc{?u’s Shnrihg and ﬂrnshjhs
around, 1 couldnt fall nSltEP.
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But sometime around 2:00 a.m., GrahclPd. woke up
and started s}woquihs the craziest +Hhs T ever
Keard.

THERE'S MONKEYS
IN THE WALLS/
THERE'S MONKEYS
IN THE WALLS!

A+ least T THOUGHT Grah&\m wds dwake. Dut
on the car ride home -h:adn?«, Mom and Dad
axPlaihed to me that Grathn has +this ﬁiha
called "hi‘s}\‘f terrors,” which is busicnll?( like a
h.'Sh‘l‘h:are you have when P{ou*ra half-awake.
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T+ would have been nice if "H‘\Ey‘ had warned me
about +his rﬁsh‘l' terrors ‘l'}wihs before leaving me
at Grd.h&?n‘s for the his’.ﬁ. Because when
Grahc}?a started Sdf;hﬁ there were monkeys in
+he walls, T took his word for i+. So T spent
+he whole rest of +he rig}ﬁ' sitting in +he bath
+ub with all +he 1.'5“‘5 on.

E o il

¢y Pl

A

Sy

Grah&Pa woke vp +his mornihg and came into the

bathroom like m+’nih5 had even ’nnPPtht&.
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T couldnt wait for Mom and Dad +to come rescue
me this afternoon. T figured there was still
thwsh time to execute some of my Pld.h to +r)t to
5&1’ out of safhs to stha? Garrfsah. But as soon
as 1 got in +he car, T aot these really bad
stomach cramps, and T could har&l?l even talk.

T+5 all becavse of what T ate this weekend.
Whenever Grah&?n tried to feed me his water
crest salad, T 4old him T wasnt huhsry. So T
had to survive on these wra?Pr:& candies Grahd?a
had in a Jar in his living room.
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T rmust have eaten about 30 of those ‘l'hihss. And
when T told Mom and Dad what T ate, +’n~:>(
+’.‘mu3’.‘1+ ‘H‘\Ey‘ were going to have to take me 4o
+he Entl"stht?’ room. Dad said +those candies have
been in that Jar since he was a litHe bﬂ?!, and
+hat ‘H‘\ey were for 'decoration ahlly."

Luck?l;{, the cramps went away around 7:00 pem..
But T'm so tired from last ws}ﬂ', T can f:nrely
kte? my eyes open. So it looks like +here’s ho way
I’n SEHihﬂ out of tomorrows open !‘.ouse at
BEshoP Gdr‘riadh.
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Monday, Januvary 3ls+
! r

'Tahia}d' was the his’;ﬁ' of the Bis’.‘mP Gd.rn'snh
open house. T krew f T didnt do Sr::-meﬂ‘\ihs
drastic, T was Snihs o sﬁ stuck snih& to an

d“—'b-ﬂ?FSJ }"‘3}‘ school where T'd be stuffed in a
locker t\rer}( da}( for four years.

After dinher, Dad told me +o put on my coat so
we could 5&# soiha. So T +ook the c:-hly course of

action T had lef+: T be&at& not to go.
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MP; btsafhs didnt work, but T didnt rea"}'
ex?eﬁ i+ +o. There was no r.hahsiha Dad’s mind.

BISMP Garrisdh had sent Dad o Pd.cke-i' with all
+his information about the school, and he read
+’nr‘au5\‘\ the whole +\‘\ih5 at dinner. AP?drthH?l
+here are all these important PmFle like senators
ahd football Plu.?zers who srd.duaﬂ.rl from Bis}\o?
Gnrrignh. Dad read me the whole list ke T was

}w.hsihg on e\rer}( hdme.

So after dinner, T knew for sure there was no

wa}( of Stﬂfhs out of Saihs.
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The one ‘l'hihg my 5&33[\‘15 did was slow us down a
e bit, which irritated Dad, because he hates +o
be late. But Dad got even more ticked off when he
aPthtd the front door and saw that his car was
blocked in b?t a Van in our &rﬂftwa}/.

T+ was Bill, the guitarist in Rodrick’s band. Bil
has been coming oVer almost eve hi51‘1+ Yo
practice with Rodrick for a talent show thats
coming up. Bill was eating a hot clns and Dad had
+o wait until Bill was finished before he moved his
Vanh.
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Tmsore T dlrea&?’ mentioned it, but Dad r'Ed“y‘
doesnt like Bill. Bill is about 30 ;/enr‘s old, doesn+t
have a Jc:-b, and lives in his Pnrthi's’ basement. T'm
sure Dad doesn't like Bill }wahsfha around with
Rodrick because he doesnt want Rodrick +o get
ahy ideas.

Ah}twny, T got in the car while Bill Pnrkt& his
vah on the street. T had PrrH?z much given vp
dh}’ ’nnPe of SE‘H‘[NS out of the open ’nause, and

T knew T was doomed.

But when Bill walked 5;! Dad, the folder in Dad’s
hand caught Bill's eye. And +hen Bill said six
words that Prabnbl}z chahse& the whole course of
m?! life.
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HEY, I WENT
TO THAT
SCHOOL!

After Bill walked b}r, Dad stood there for a full
minute, like he was ?nrdl?rz.e&. And then he Just
walked back inside without Sd.;,'ihs a word, and
+hat was that.

So a sihalt appearance 5){ Bill did what none of my
-Fdhr.;,' Pldhs could do: i+ 5°+ me out of Sﬂih& to
BEsho? Garrigan.
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Tuesday, February 1s+

Thn school +orla}' ﬂatr had a Sehernl assewqblf and
showed this movie Free 40 Be You and Me,” which
-H‘\ty show every year. The movie is all about how

?lau should be 1'14???! with who ;/au are and not
d‘mhat a +hi'n5 about ;/nurszl-l':. To be honest with
yau, T think i+s a ?rE‘H'?f dumb message to be
sm&ihs out, and tsPtcquy at rr-)/ school. Pecause
every time +’.‘u:>( show that movie, its like giving a
green lish‘l' to all of the Jerks to Pfck on the rest
of us.
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That's whf T decided 4o -ﬁhallr 90 ahead and sigh
vp to be a Sa'FE‘f?f PdH'r'oL At my school, f someone
harasses a Sd.{ri}( Pa‘l‘r‘aL it can get +hem
susPehdad. A,h& T -Ifisure T can use ar-?l extra
protection T con aet, P.sPtcEnH)t with Kthh}( Keith
getting out of his +wo-week detention tomorrow.

So me and Rowle;( went down to Mr. "thsk}('s
office this afternoon and let him know we wanted
to sign vp. T -Ifigure& we would have 4o do Jumping
Jncks or chih—u?s or Scpm*l'}wihs to prove we were
up for the an, but ’nt‘juﬁ' gave us our bddgts
and belts just like that.
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Mr. WFhsl:y sat us down and said all of the
regular safe Pa-l'ral assighments are alread
filled, but that he has a s?adal &u-]’?f +that he
could use us for. Qur school is right next o
Tasker E.le:'neh'hl.t’}‘, and '|+\E??"'|I'E got a kul{-&ny
k-’h&ersar-}‘ah there. So he wants us to walk the
morhing Session kih&ersar-l'emrs home in the middle
of the &ny. T realized rFS}\-f away it would mean
missing most of French class. P\owle7 started o
{:r;hs that vp, but T gave him a wicked ?Ihd-\
underneath the desk before he could finish his

sentence. BUT WE
WOULD ™MISS
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So now were sa-Fe-f)/ ?u-l'ruls. T couldn® believe rny
k. T got out of French class and got instant
bu"y ?r.::-hc-ﬁuh b}( cl-::.'hS almos+ M'}‘Hhs at all.

T wore r-.?z ?u'h'ol belt all Ju?u and T even l:a?-}‘ it
on at home. T figured Dad would be ?re-H-?r h“??}"
about me l)ecarvihs a ?a-l'rol, as?ecid.llf since it was
his idea in the first ?lace. But T guess now +hat
Bishu\a Gnrrisnh is out of the ?.'::-rure,

extracurricular activities arent renll;; on Dad’s radar.

WANT A
REFILL ON
THAT ICED
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Wednesday, 'Februury 2nd
'Ta&d?t was me and Rowltyis first official rla}' as

Sd.\{t‘f;( ?ﬁr‘als. We don+t +zr.hhica||?f have stations
like all the other Pa‘]'rals, so we dont have +o
stand out in the -Frtu.ihs cold for an hour before

school.

But that didn+ S‘h::'F us from s}wowihs up for the
hot chocolate ‘l'}\z?i give out to Pnﬁols before first
?trfc:-:l.

But the +\‘\ih5 T re:alllly wahted to test was if T
could get awa with btihs 10 minwtes late o my
first class, w&

ich is another bia benefit of beihs a
?n‘l'raL
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And sure thaush, when T walked into Bohhf at
9:10 on the dot, Mr. Peters didnt even look vp
from his notes.

—

I was even able to s+a?l d.wdkt -Ifr::-r most r:»-lr Mr.

Peters class, mostly because of the caffeine from
+he three cups of hot chocolate T had.

L' telling you, this safety patrol thing is 4

sweet deal.
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A+ 12:15, me and Rawle/y lef+ school and ?i-:.ke:i
up +he morning kfhdersaﬁthers to walk them +o
their houses. 'ﬂxe whole -i'n'? ate up 45 minutes of
school +ime, and +here was nhl?f 15 minutes of

French lef+ when we got back.

Nalkihs the kids home was no sweat, but T do
have one cnnPlniht One of the kih&ersnﬁehtrs
started to smell a li+He funny, and T +hink he
may have had an accident. When he +ried +o let
me know about it, T Just stared sﬁafs’rﬁ ahead
and acted like T didn+t notice him. T walk +hese
kids home, but believe me, T didn't sigh up for
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Thursday, February 3rd

L'm starting to seriously think about not letting
Sweetie sleeP in i bed nh?lmre. Dad takes +he
rlos ovt to go to +he bathroom at around 6:00 in
the morhing and +then lets him back in my room,
and Sweetie makes a beeline for my bed. After
ﬁihs out in +the -Free:.ihs cold, he Just wants to
get under mf covers to warm back up. So T have
to seal my‘Sth{ up uhder my blankets or TN have a
cold, wet :los all over me. And +a&d.7, T I:u:.rr:l?l

got the covers over rn}’sel'F n time. [

X |
Sy J
S W
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Then, Sweetie :1[35 at mry blankets and tries +o
find a way in. After a while he ﬂehﬂa"}( gives
up, but with all his wl‘iim?trfhs and shi\rtrihs, its
JmPossiHe +o fall back asleep.

WER
%?IV€¢

Sy

e

—_ =

o

'Ta&u.?t, me and Rowlef’s Pa+ro|| scam took a hit.
Madame Lefrere, our French teacher, cumFlafhtri
to Mr. Winsky that it didnt take two patrols to
walk +he kih&ersarﬁ'thers home. T guess Mr.
Nihsk‘y saw it her wd.f because he said that from
now oh, me and 'Rawlr.?! have 4o walk +he kids

home on alternate &d.?!s.
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Rawlef volunteered himself 4o +ake the first shif+

before T even had a chance 4o s?zak up- So T was
stuck at school for a full hour of French class while
Rawle?t got o frolick outside.

We spent the whole class {fﬂiha out forms +o Pick pen
pals for ourselves. T'm sure Madame Lefrere wanted
us ‘o Pick out French pen ?mls‘1 but she never
sPecI-ﬁc{:llf said that. So while all +he other auys N
my class were ?ickihs l3—7mr—old French ba?!s as
their pen ?u.ls, T checked off the boxes for a 17-
yenr—al& gl from the Netherlands. T cant wait
to get my first letter.

L Qo ho

dupdt
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Madame Lefrere made me £ill out Rowhy’s form,
too, since he wasnt there. All T can say is that
i Rowla:}( washt so srtz&?t about srabbihs up the

first shift +c:-:1a}/, narbe he could have ended up
with a pen ?al like mine.

Je T"'-'a’ppcr le
"Dhil IiPe.“

AN
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Fr.’cln?', Fabruar;g "H‘h

When Dad came 4o take Sweetie out +his morning,
Sweetie was asleep on my pillow. Dad tried o get
Sweetie +o wake up, but Sweetie wouldnt bu&sr.. T
guess he f'fhd.ll?! {r[sure:l out that i+ was a lot
better to be in a warm bed than outside in the
cold at 6:00 in the morhing. So Dad tried +o get
Sweetie moVing bf turning +he 1.‘5“‘5 oh and off.

COME ON BOY UP UP UP
UP UP UP UP UP UP UP
UPUPUP
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After three or four minutes of that, Dad {im“y
lef+ my room. T was Slnd becavse T +’nous’.‘x+ T
was -Ifiha"}( going o be able 4o 9o back +o s'lttP.

But Dad had another +rick up his sleeve. Tf
+here's one +}xih5 that's suarah‘h:ed +o make
Sweetie ao bananas, its the doorbell. So Dad went
downstairs and rang the doorbell, and Sweetie

took off for the front door at about a hundred

miles an hour.
[;3 DING D'G'NG

o
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T jus+ wish Dad had si'i.l'th me Some warning so T
could have avoided }m‘#ihs Sweetie use m?l face as a

lnuhchihs Pa& .

At school today, it was my um to walk the
kih&trsnr*]'ehers home. When T got back 4o
school, there were only about five minutes left in
French class, and Mn:ram Lefrere was pre
steamed that T was so late. T admit that T was
horsiha around with the kids +odn).r and T +ook
my time getting back, but its not like T missed
nh;(‘l'%fhs in class. Eﬂ'ﬂ'tf‘?’-ﬂht was just writing +heir
first letters 4o their new pen Pd.ls.

Uh'Fol’"fuhd."i'tl?i, Madame Lefrere looked over +he
forms and saw that T Pickt& a l?—fear—old grl
from the Netherlands 4o be my pen pal, so she
switched it o be a French bn?l who is my age.
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So my hew pen pal is hamed Mamadou SaintPierre.
Madame Lefrere made me stay after class to write
my letter to Mamadou so she could &roP it in the
mail with all the others.

T know T suPPaSEJ +o write in French and
Mamadou is SUPPGStd to write in E.hslfsh 50 we cah
practice, but to be honest with y‘au, ‘|’f>(ih3 to
write ih a {'rarzish 1nh5unst is hot so easy. And T
didn't see qh‘y need for both of us +o be stressed
out over +this whole pen pal +Hh3.

l Fei:runr?r Lf‘l‘*‘.
Pear Mamadou,

First of all, let me say that T
think i+ would be easiest if we

both just write in English.
i PR
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Sd'furdav, ?&bruary 5 'I‘h
Fi T

Believe it or not, IT'm ‘l'hrnus’n with winter swim
team! Somehow T was able 4o talk Dad into
chihs me quH‘.

'Tahia}d' at dinner, T r.ar-Pld.ihr.& +hat his}ﬂ' Swim
practice has been makihs me so tired that Tm
havihs a hard +ime living up o my £l Po-fr.hﬁa.l as
a sn-Frf}( patrol &urihs +he riay.

T come up with some lame excuse e\rtr?f week +o +r7
and aet Dad 1o let me quit swim team, and this
may have been ry lamest excuse ?ﬂ:ﬁ'. But for some
reasoh, +ahi3’.‘1+, he caved in. So no more swim

team for me.
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Tm guessing the reason Dad ﬂ'mllr let me quit is
because he's sick of &r'i'vfhs me to and from the
pool every 'ﬂwrs:in}/ ahd Frirla}( his’.ﬁ. Rowle?f qut
a lahs Hime 490 because +he chlorine was sﬂu'ihs him
rashes, so Rawlr.}('s dad drch?t& out of the
car?ml. And Mom Just started +d.kih3 4 new
exercise class at hfsht so there went Dad's

5m‘.k vp c’tr‘i\mr.

T+ mialﬁ Just be that Dad has cnmPlrl'elr given
up oh me ever since Bis}wo? Gnrrisqh fell +hrou35n.
Th dh}( case, 1 m Just slml he's off my back and
T can 90 back 4o dafhs +he +1'1.ih35 T like 4o do.

'ﬂwe firs+ +Hh5 Th saihs to do is start caﬁhihs
up on all +he sh:tP T lost over the past month. T
started off on the riSH' foot b?f sleeping for a
total of 14 hours between ytsﬂr&n?! and *h:-rln;/.
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Man, T love 4o sleq:. You know how some ?enPh
wake vp in the middle of the rﬁs’rﬁ and cant aet
back +o slcc?? Well, not me.

T could get woken up in the middle of a dream,
g0 back to slee? , and ?ick up where T left off.
And that's emc-ﬂr what haPPehed 'tuclay.

AND THE WINNER

OF "HUNKIEST 7TH
GRADE MALE" IS...
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GREG, I WANT
YOU TO WAKE
UP AND SHOVEL
THE SIDEWALK.
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Sunday, February 6+h

Remember ‘}ttﬁer&a‘y how T said T love +o S|F.F:P?
Well, Tve got hoﬂxihs on Rodrick.

'Taddf, Mom was }wﬂihs Rodrick’s old mattress
rePlactrL Before the furniture uys showed up
with the new mattress, Dad &rasatrl Rodrick’s old
mattress out to the curb. Rodrick could could have
Just gotten up for the cln?t when Dad took awd.f
his old mattress, but instead, Rodrick went right
back +o sleep on the floor, in the middle of his
bt& {rdmt.

Now THAT s dedication.
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T +hink Rodrick’s world record for sleeping was
when he slept for 36 hours 5+raf3’n+ las+ October.
He sltP*l' all +he way from Sumla?r hish*i' +o
'Tucs:la}r morning, and didnt even realize he had
skiFPed a whole cld?l of his life until Tues&ay
hfsh‘i‘.

HEY... WHERE'S
MONDAY NIGHT

S?mkihs of slttP, T woke up a whole lot earlier
than T Plnhhz& to -i'z:-:la}'. Dad took Sweetie out
to go o the bathroom +his morhing and then let
him back in my room, like he u.lwd.?ts does. But
+here was show on +he srauhd, so when Sweetie

came inside he was sodkihs wet.
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Sweetie was ?reH7 :ies?tra‘l'a to sﬁ' into my warm
bed. T sealed rw?/sal\{ up vhder my covers, but
Sweetie kr.?‘l' fliasihs around the t&sr.s to find a
wa?r ih. T was ahlr wenrfhs uh:iemear, so T did
wer?d'hihs T could to make sure he sﬁ;m& out.
But he must have found a hole at +he end of the

bed, because he found his wd.;;; in.

LRIGGLE
e 5n"'”RH

.

~ LA

y—— e
You krow how PEO?'E who hn':; suffered trauvmatic
experiences are never the same dﬂdfh? Well, after
+his experience with Sweetie and the EFESDJE at
Grnh&fm’s last week, T +hink its safe to say
that T'm scarred for life.



1 T e T T T

Monday, February 7+h
Before school started +o:lay, me and Rowlle:/ were

eh Jo}(ihs our hot chocolate in +he cafeteria when

ah dnhouhcement came over 'H‘H! |DUE15PEdkEf'.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON,
REPORT TO MR.
WINSKY'S OFFICE
IMMEDIATELY.

T was jusi‘ 3|md i+ wasn+ hf hame oh the
intercom for once. But Rawlay was as white as a
51‘\05-}'.

Rowlua?' marched down the hall 4o Mr. N.'hskf*s
office like he was 'Fndns his execution.
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When Rawltf came back 10 minutes later, he was
s}mkihs all over, A??d.r'zhﬂ?l, Mr. Wihsky chewed
him out for "behavior uhbtcnnfhs d smftff Pad'rol,"
which basicd.lly meant Rawlt?' had done some-i'hihs
reu.ll?z bad.

Rowllay told me he didn't know what Mr. Nihsk;f
was +nlk|'h5 about. Rowlty said Mr. N[hskf had
received a call from a ?urah'f who had withessed
Rowla?ﬂ "+arr'or.'1.'h3" +he kihétranrﬂhars last week
when he was su?Pnsed to be wdlk-'hs them home
from school. But Rowle?( said he couldnt remember
:la.'ha nh?(-th'hs wrong at all.
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As soon as Rowlt}f said +the word "kfhdtrsari'mers,“
T knew emr.*H?f what this was all about. Remember
onh Frf&d;y how T said T was horsihs around with
+he kids &ur‘fhs my shif47?

Well, i+ had rained +hat &a?u and there were a lot

of worms out. So T Pitkt& one up oh da stick and
had a l+tHe fun with the kids.

i ‘H’\ihk ‘H\a k:ds 3u+ a b.’s kick out of i+. But
when we rounded the corner +o Hoodr Street, a
womah m‘)em& up her door and ?relled out at me.
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T+ was Mrs. Trvine, who is a friend of Rawley’s
mom. L had sp lled hot chocolate all over my coat
+hat morning, so T was bnrrawma Rawle?ts orange
Jdckr]' and his hat. Mrs. Trvine must have +haush+
T was Rawlt?f, and T wasnt about to correct her.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON;,
THE PRINCIPAL IS
GOING TO HEAR
ABOUT THIS!

T forgo-l* all about the whole incident until this

mr‘hihg .
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Ah‘}twny, Ruwlty wds c:-bvinusly getting Pr.&gtrl for
Sar'-e‘l'}wfhs T did. Mr. \r\lihsk?! +old Rowlcy that
he was goihg to have o n?c:-|osii.e to the
kih&trsdr“i'ehtrs tomorrow mrhihs, and +hat ke
was sus?ehriz& from Pd.+ra|5 for one week. Rowle

+old Mr. \-J.‘hskf he still didnt know what he did
wrong, but +hat Just made Mr. “hl;hsk?f madder.

T krew T should Prabd.bl?f ell Rawle?t what was
going o and then turn H}’SE“F in, but T wasn't
rendy +o set the record errqis}ﬁ Just ?’ﬂ. The
n?olns;/ part didnt renll?f ?}msvz me, but the
+1'mu31'1+ of losing my hot chocolate Prf\rilases for
one week was emus’n to make me think twice.

So T kept my mouth shut, at least for now. T
figured T'd give it a day to think about it.
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A+t dinner +ah55}1+, Mom could el somﬁ!nihs Was
5o+’ntrihs me. So later on, she came vp o

room to to ask me what was wrohg. T +old her
T had a bis decision +o makt, and T didnt know
what to do. T got to give Mom credit for how
she handled i+. For once, she didn+ Pf'?l and +ry
to get all +he detals, like T +\‘-u::-ush+ she would.
She Just said that whatever the decision was
+hat T had +o make, T should +r>,' to do the
ris’.‘ﬁ' +Hh53 because i+s our choices that define

Whﬂ we are.

T {I'SUI"E +hat's FrtH?f decent advice. But as of
r.'3’n+ now, L m still not 100% sure how T'm
going to handle +his sitvation tomorrow.
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Tues&u}r, F—e{Jruur:f S'I‘nn

When T got to school +a&a7, T still hadn#
decided what 4o do about my dilemma. T home
room, 1 was rta"}( 1'Hhkih5 about sPiHEhS +he
beans and letting Rowley off +he hook. But
before T could stk up, Mr. "thsk}( marched

Rowle?f down +o the k-‘h&ersarﬁ'ehersj room to make

Kim aPalr::-siI.t, and ﬂ‘\ihss sort of Just PI‘*}(E&
themselves out from there.

I M SORRY I
TERRDRIZED YOU
CHILDREN

f 3 ‘ﬁ‘@ﬁﬁ

All in all, it was Frobu.bl;t best for Rowley to just
take one for the team this time around.
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Tve been in trovble a few times alrea&y +his year,
but +his is Rawlz?fs first time. Tf he can keep his
nose clean from how on, he doesn+ have ah}(‘i‘hih&
+o worry about. Plus, T don+t +hink T could have
made i+ ‘I'}wrwsbn m?! morhings without my hot

chocolate. So in a wa}(, +his is a win/win situation.

On +he walk home +o&a7, T came clean with
Rawley and told him +he whole +ruth about what
hﬂ??tht&. T +old him T had learned my lesson
about beihs more careful about what T do in front
of Mrs. Trvine’s house, and that he had learned o
valuable lesson, +oo, which is this: Be careful about
who ?fau lend ?lour coat to.

I GUESS THIS HAS

BEEN A LEARNING

EXPERIENCE FOR
BOTH OF Us!
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Rowlaf didnt seem all that receptive o rny
message. We were Su?Pusa& to ?lu;,( Duhgeons and
Dragons over at Leland’s house +m:ln7, but Rowla?r
+old me he wasnt in the mood and he went home
ihs-}‘ea&.

Mom was home from work early, and she was
waH‘IhS for me at -H-\e front door. I -H-\Ihl: she
was ?ra-H?l eager to see how T handled m;;,’

dilemma.

DID YOU DO
THE RIGHT
THING?
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After dinher +ohE51'\+, Mom took me out for ice

credm ds d s?adal +reat.

And T have 4o say, after this whole a?isotleJ T

going to start going to Mom for advice more
often.
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Nadhesdw, 'Februury fﬂh
This morning, T was enjoying my hot chocolate in

the cafeteria when an annhouncement came over the
lnuds?mktr.

GREG HEFFLEY, PLEASE
REPCRT TO MR.
WINSKY'S OFFICE.

— S\PPPP..

T cant Sd}{ T didnt see i+ coming. T knew i+ was
Just a matter of time before T got busted for
what T did last week. T took a few extra minutes
to thaPI m?z drink before hmdfhs down +o Mr.,
N;hsk?,’s office, becavse T ﬁsurtd i+ would be my
last hot chocolate for a while.
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Mr. "thsk}/ sat me down and told me he had
received ah "ahoh?tmus JthIr that T was +he real
culprit in the warm—c’ndsihs incident. Then he gave
me the same sPeech he gave Rc:-wlay about
"rtsPtcﬁhg the bddatﬂ and all of +hat.

| —————— |

Since T got the same sPuc}\ Rawley‘ aot, T
-Irisur't& T4 aet +he same ?uhfsl‘xmth+. But Mr.
Nihsk?! said that since T let someone else +ake
+he heat for sc:-me-i'hihs T cli:L he was susPehdih.s
me from Pﬁrals “indefinitely.” T had +o look +that
word up later on, and T found out it bdsically

means for Snu&."
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T'm sure the “d.T'I.DhymWS -HP" either came from
RE‘-‘W‘E}" or his parents. Al T can Sd.?! s, Rc:-wlr.}(
ratted me out, then he has 4o live with himself
for befh& such a r.rwwrr?‘ friend.

Later on in the &a'y, Rowllcy got called down +o
Mr. ansky‘s office again, and Mr. ‘lr-l.‘hskf
reinstated him as a ?d.-fral. And get this: he gave
Rowley a PROMOTION for "tx’niﬁiﬁhs courage

under false susPicic:-h."

So now Rowley is 4 Juhior CnP-i'aih on the Pd-rrnls,
and Tm back +o beihs a reSul:ar civilian.
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T +hou5h+ about giving Ruwltf the cold shoulder
for a few Jays to teach him a lesson about
ln?mH?r, but then T realized samtﬁ'hihs.

Th June, all the officers in +he Sa-Ft‘l?f Pn’rro'ls
5&1’ treated 4o a +r|i? +o Six ﬂass, and +\Ht;{ 3&1‘
+o take along one friend. So T wanted 4o make
sure Rowley knew that T was his vy

LET ME GET
THIS FOR YOU,
CAPTAIN/
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%urs&u.}t, .FEI)ruur?' 10th

Like T said be-lfnre, the worst Pari' of Stﬁfhs
kicked off patrols was }mvihs my hot chocolate
Prﬁﬁltsts susPehrlt&. So this morning, T went +o
the back door of +he cafeteria. T {-'isurt:l T could
get Rawhf to hook me up- But either he has gone

deaf or he was oo busy kissihs the Senior
Cd?‘i‘dthS butt to notice me at the window.

On the walk home from school +ndn?t, T broug#ﬁ
up +he sub JEL"’ of Du‘ngmhs and Drasnns to
Rowlt?‘. T+'s been a while since we last ?14;,'&&, S0
T was +e||.'h3 Rowle?d we should go over o Leland's
house and start ‘?’]hihas back up-
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As soon as T mentioned Dungeons and Dragons,
RE‘-‘W‘E}" started acting all fuhh;/. T+ +ook Rc-wlz?l
forever +o SPH' out what he was +r7fhs ‘o Sd.?!.

T+ turns out that F\'-owley has been Pld)’ih&
Dungeons and Dragons with Leland BEHIND MY
BACK for the past two &d.?'s. And since T
hd.'hl'ehj‘i' been +}\ere, !\tls been usihs MY characters.

But that's not even the worst ?d.'l:’"h Yes-l'er‘ddy,
Jurihs the game, Rowlty found a bis treasure
chest, and he had to decide if he wanted +o -h’?'
and open it
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Well, Rc-wh‘y was afraid the treasure chest r-iah‘l'
be bmb'y Jrrn??eé. So quess what he did? He made
MY characters open the treasure chest while HIS
characters hid behind a wall.

And wouldnt you know i+? The treasure chest
NAS boal:'?l +rn?PtrL and m khis}ﬂ' and wizard
that T spent a whole mont rlﬂelo?fhs got
?lu&ﬁ«\:& full of arrows.
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Rowlt)f told me he was ?hhhihs oh goihg over to
Leland's +c:-:la}r +o Pld. , but since T didnt have
dh}f characters lef+, {a didn+t 'r'eall?/ know what T

would do.

I GUESS YOU
COULD WATCH
ME PLAY!

T was mad ulrea&?u but that last comment sent
me over the a&sa. T went after Rowlay‘. and T
chased him all the way from Melcher Street to the
top of Prestwick.
ayen!

‘Ih N
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But ris’n-l' when T was about o catch Rowle?!, T
sl.‘?Pz& on 4 Pah‘.’n of ice.

T lost my balance, and T {:nrely cnush'f mfsel{
from '{ﬂul“hs into a gigantic slush ?u&dh in the
ditch next to the road. The ?r'oblem was, my
hands were on the bank, and rn?( feet were in the
"Oﬂtd; ﬁhd 'I heec{td }u':l? 1o se-t back "'?r'lﬂ}"h

ROWLEY, OLD\  °PANE
BUDDY, OLD PN
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Uh-For‘i‘uhu'i“el?’ s Rowla?r wash+ real eager to hel?
me out. Ih -Fac-h after s-l'dhdihﬂ +here for a
mirute ha took off.

So T was left there b m?(sal-i-r , stranded. After a
few minutes, T decided T was going to have +o
sthmf si&eways all +the way +o the corner of the
street where 1 could stand vp s-}‘ru.'sh'l‘, but it
was going to take forever.

R.’SB-I‘ about -I'Beh , I hadr& -Foo-l‘s-}‘e?s dCross 'H‘\E
street, and T called out for hel?. Somabocl;{
walked over to where T was, and when T looked
behind me ) T saw m;/ worst thh-i-mure.

T+ was Kahh?( KaF-Hw, fresh out of two weeks of
detention that T was Parsohuﬂy rasPohsiHa for

si‘fih& h?n.
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Kehh}z was with a bunch of his 'H'\USS. ‘ﬂ-\ey all
JUS"' 5'}‘00& -}Jhere lmkihs at me for a minute. I’m
sure K&hh}! couldnt believe his luck -ﬁhcl?hs me like

'H'm'l‘.

(GULP)...
A LITTLE

HEL'P, FELLAS?

——

T wasnt sure what was -I'akEhs Kehh?f S0 1oh3. T
-Fisur'E& he would JUS‘i' +ake his revenge out on me,
and that would be that. But T heard his friends
whispering something, and Tm pretty sure T
heard the word IIEﬁPt“E&“ in there. Then i+ kit me:
these auys -i'haus}ﬁ T was stil a Sd.'FE‘fy Fui‘r‘ol.
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E-‘-’EF)’{)D&?’ knows that if you attack a ?n'l‘rol, it
can get you kicked out of school. And T wasnt
about 1o let +hese 31;75 krnow T 501‘ h}( ll.ﬁdu:];sa
taken away yes-i‘arcln?r.

So that's what was nakihs KEHh}( hesitate,
'F.'hall;/J Kehh?/ told me he was going o H-\el? me up
off of the bank. T 'I+.ou3]h+ +hat m?ll:re there
was Some 'l‘ih?’ bit of 3-::::--:]; in KEh?’ and that he
Was sthﬂ +o do -H-\e r‘iﬂ}'\'l‘ 'H'\-"ns of ohce in HS
life. But then he Srnbbed my feet instead of my
waist, and ﬂ-\e rest of me went s-l'ra;Sh-}‘ d]gowh.
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T quess T should consider r-;(sel-F 1u~:1:>¢ , because
Kahh}: and his friends walked away and left me
alone after that.

T ran all the way home, and believe it or not, T
mua}ri' up with &wley before he could make it to
his front door. But he scooted up a tree before
T could catch him.

T would have waited all
'nis}\-i* for Rowlapf +o come
down, but Mom called me

home for AJ Riner.

Rowlay miﬂh-l' have
gotten awa -I‘o&d?u but
1-19. mhl'l‘ H e forever.
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Friday, Febrvary 11+h

'Ta&d?t at school eVeryone was Jralkins about next
week s Valentine's Pa)f Dance. Me and Rowlz?' had

been Plahhihs oh ?nc:-|fh3 our money +a3£+htr so0

we could rent a limo and arrive at the dance in
style. But since me and 'P\owlt‘)t are now ex-friends,
T got Collin to go in on the limo with me instead.

So now its going to be me and Collin mkihs a biﬂ
appearance instead of me and Rawle?', and thats
Jus*f fine with me.
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T went over 4o Collins house after school, and we
spent about an hour going ﬂ‘xrwsh the Yellow
Pd.sts ‘]'r}fihg to Pit_k out the rfsh‘f limo mdeh}f.
We talked 4o about +en different compahies oh
Collin’s SPtdktrP}‘ﬂOhE.

Tm -I‘u-}‘aﬂ;; fine with bthﬂ a bachelor on
Valentine's Pa?i +his year. T had the whole hol?&a?f
ruined for me in 5+h ﬂrnde when m?' heart got
s-h:-n-.?ac]; oh b;( Natasha Ja‘)tca.

'I: had wdh-i-e& to bu;,r a &ozeh red roses for
Natasha, who was the PrE'H‘.'as-I' Sirl in my class.
But Mom said si\h'ha a Sir‘l d &ol&h roSes was

"EhuPPro?rFu-}‘a" for a 5 -I'h-sru&er.
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So T Pickt& out a card for Natasha instead. But
T made sure 1o bu?/ +he bfsﬁtS'f Valentine's card T
could find, so Natasha would get +he picture that
T fel+ sarr-e{'}ufhs extra special for her.

And when it came +ime +o exthahse Valentine's

Dn}.; cards in school, T gave mine to Natasha.

Then, T waited for Natasha +o 5.’\:& her
Valentine's :Dd?' card to me. Md-hs]{'m du3 arouhd
ﬁrouah her undelivered cards, but she couldn’t
find the one she made for me.
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So she took a card that had Chantelle Miller's
name oh it. Chantelle was absent that &a?f.

'ﬂweh she wrote on it and handed i+ to me.
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You can ?rabaHf see why Valentine's Pny is not my
favorite ’nolidny.

'ﬂwe rext ?er, in sixth sra&e, T decided +o take
a different d.?Prc:-nc!n to my Valentine's cards.
When T wrote out my cards that year, T +old
everyohe in my class EXACTLY what T ﬂ‘mus’rﬁ
of them, but T didn* sign them.

Some kids cnmPlnihe& to the teacher that someone
was }\thEhs out hdS‘I?' cdr&s, and the teacher
tried to find out w}no wds Seh&ihs them.
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She went *I'hrnus}x w:ryahc's cards o see who
hadnt received hnS‘i?f Valentine. She fisur‘eri +he
one person who didn? get a bad Valentine would be
+he cui?rH'. But T -Fisure& sam*l'}ﬁhs like +hat
misi.ﬁ th?tn, so T came Prt?d.rt&. The r&a}ﬁ
before, T made sure 4o fill out a card for n?fSEl'F ,
+oo.

Luckil?( there’s no Yalentine's ]}ny card tucl‘mhsc n
middle school.
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Ah‘}twny, back to this afternoon. Me and Collin
found a limo compan that we could afford, and we
were just about to close the deal. But then the
su?! from the limo com?ahr said Somt'ﬂ'ﬁhs +hat
ruined t‘u’ery‘i'hfhs.

WILL THAT BE
CASH OR CREDIT,

T Just ]{-\uhﬂ up +he ?huha. T know T dont have
+the &ee?es-l' voice in the world, but give me a
break. T ha?e that 5“7' knows he Just cost his
company a 5::::-& chunk of mohey.
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Sd'furda;g, ?&bruar:,r 12+h

Now that +the Mom Bucks program is over, me anhd
Rodrick have o do our weekend chores for free.
But Rodrick has fisurt& out that if you Just Pla}(
dumb, Dad will get frustrated and hell do all fr::-ur

chores for you.

YOU SHOULD
BE USING A
CLEAN
RAG!

Not chl?‘ are we hot mukihs uh?' mahe?' otf of our
chores, but were also SEHihs our wallets drained
5?' a new rule Mom came up with.
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Mom has been on our case iad'el;/ about sn}«iha curse
words, ts?e-.:id.ll?r around Manhy. You r=n||>{ have o
watch ?mursd-F, because that Y is like a parrot.

- l
-

So Mom came up w-'ﬂ'\ a rule where if 7au Sdu?f a bad
word around T“'mhh?! Ynu !.'m"u'e +to ?a?f mha:}( into
the "Swear Jar."

And get +his: Mnhh;} gets to ktaP all the mha?(
in the Swear Jar for himself. Someone axPinih the
Ins?: of THAT one to me.
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Between all the S|E?-L-Ps b}( me, Rodrick, and Dad,
T -Fiaure Mahhy :alr‘t:acl?f has ahaus}\ mohey +o pay

for his t:allese education. %

T+ was ?re-Hy clear
that if things kept

vp like +his, me and
P\o&rﬁ:k were Snihs T

to g0 5dhkr‘u?+. Se

i

we came up with a bunch of code words that mean
the same ‘I‘*\ihs as all the words were not allowed +o
say. And so far, its going ri5h+ over Moms head.
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The Problen is, Tve gotten so used to our new
code words that T use them outside the house,
too.

Yas-l‘ar&d?r at recess, Nester Brill spit out a piece
of aum, and it hit me in the head. T +ried o give
Nim an earful, but my words didnt re.nll?r P.-.t.r.k 4

whole lot of ?uhc!h.
?

SMARTY
MILK DUD/

)

M

==

\
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Sunday, February 13+h
¥ Fi

NP; school sent a ﬂ}ﬂ:r home o all +he parents
Sd.?!ihs that this ?’tdﬂ', for Music Education, eve
kid is requirtd to either sish up for the band or

take Prﬁu'ah: lessons.

T told Mom T didnt want to join the band, so
she came up with a craz.y idea. She said that
Rodrick could give me private drum lessons.

Mom aot the idea because ln-hdf, Rodrick has been

going around 5"‘}“"“3 he’s a "Pra-iressiahnl drummer.”



13 T T e T T T T

Rodrick got Pd.i:i to do some drwr-mihs a few weeks
back, and he said that once yau 3&‘1‘ ?d.iri, 70!}1&
n{-ﬁcidﬂf a Pra-i:tssiahnl. There's this local show
called +he Commhi‘l‘;« Follies where all +he
hzislﬁﬁorhmrl parents do skits and stuff like +hat.
The resular drummer got sick, so Rodrick filled in
for +wo hislﬁs and got Paid fourteen bucks.

CORNY JOKE YUK YUK
CORNY JOKE Y.}\JK
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T dont see how rloihs rim shots for a bunch of
lame Jokzs at the canmurﬁ?/ rec center makes ;/ou
a Pro{essfohal musician, but that didn+t s*h:nP me
from +rfih5 to get some mfltdst out of i+ at

school.

MY BROTHER'S A
PROFESSIONAL
DRUMMER/

AhYW“? , Ro&rick wash+ too }\u-f oh -Hn.a idea of
giving me drum lessons, even -H'mush Mom said
she'd pay him ten bucks a pop- So Mom told him
mu;,'be T could get a bunch of pay friends to take
lessons, too, and that Rodrick could run a whole
drum um&em;( out of +‘he basement.
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You could Praﬁica"}' see the dollar signs in
Rodrick s e?n:s when she mentioned that. So
Rodrick aaretrl to do it.

The +frr-ih3 1S Saa& for Rodrick, becauvse he's
+c:-+d.11f broke. T +hink he hit rock bottom
yts-fer&a?l when T"ﬁnhhf hired him to clean his room.
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T"Iahda;gu February 14+h

Well, +a&a7 was r‘]‘ht Valentine's Dance at my
school, but it was NOTHING lke T zx?eﬁed.
First of all, i+ was in +the middle of +he dn)r, hot
at rﬁsh‘]', like T %ous}d' it would be. Kids who
didnt want to pay the two bucks admission 4o the
dance could ge to "5‘1'047‘ hall.” But s+u&?i hall was in
Mr. Bertrand’s room, and there was no talking
allowed. So i+ didnt take a genius to ﬂgure out it

was the same exact se‘h.rP as detention.

T wish T had known how lame the dance was going
1o be, because T would have saved n?z +wo dollars
and gone down to Mr. Bertrand’s room instead.
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A+ 1:30, everyohe who ?afd for a ticket filed into
+he aym and sat down in the bleachers. Dont ask
my w}wy, but all +he 3!.75 sat oh one side of the
gym and all the grls sat on the other side.

Once everyohe was in the gym 'fht?f started the
music. Dut whoever ?fcke& out the music must be
serinuslf out of touch with what kids are listening
+o these dd.?!s.

ZIPPEDY DOO DA
ZIPPEDY DAY!

b

e

For +he first 15 minutes, mbodf moved a muscle.
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“There was zero atmosphere for a dance. There
weren+ any balloons or streamers or nhf‘l'hihs, so
dont ask me where %ey spent our moht?’. And all
+he |i35n+s were onh, so that much Pl‘t‘H}l much killed
+he mood.

This one kid, Mitchell Shtrmah,si'e??e& out onto
+he dance floor when "Su?ermli{ra.aﬂisﬁt" came oh.
Mitchell +akes 'fd.PC.lrdhdhs lessons, and he walked o
+he middle of the floor and started tapping away.
T dont know if he was +ryih5 +to be {uhhy, bt T
}wPe i+ was worth seﬁihs decked 57 Some su:/s
from the football team +en seconds into his routine.
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Ten minutes later, Mr. I:’\"ui"ui?s.r the sui&ahce
counselor, and Ms. ﬂ'rjl»':m-art:'r'sJ +he hurse, 3:::-1' out
there and started rlahcihs. T guess ‘Hﬂ'.?l +hw5}n+
-Hn.ey could get ﬂerfc:-h.e else +o Join in f ﬂ'\ey
started ‘l'}wfhss up. but all i+ did was guarantee
+hat t‘u’tf‘}mhe s+n?ee& in their seats.

Fihd."?t, Mrs. Mdhty‘, +he principal, had had
chc:us}-.. She walked up to +he r-[craPhahz and made
ah anhouhcement. She said everyone in the stands
was REQUIRED 4o come down and dance, and
+hat i+ would be 50% of E‘d‘tl’}’ﬂhtls P!n;ys Ed 3rd.&t.



13 T e T T T

Me and a cau?lr. of other gvys tried to sneak out
4o Mr. Bertrand’s detention room, but we aot
c.ausyrﬁ b?! some teachers shhdfhs b?’ the exits.

So we didnt have ah?f choice but to dance. The
?rfhcanl wash + ki&&ihg about the Pl‘l}ts Ed
Sra&ihs ﬂ'\ihs. She was wdlkihs around with Mr.
Underwood, the P.E.. +eacher, and he had his
-:.li'FJDmrd with him.

T came up with a dance that was the bare
minimum o persoh could do and still be +¢¢1‘th~:an1

considered &ahcfhs.

® ) ® @

REPEAT
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Mc:-s*l'l?f T Just concentrated on not lnokiha like a

r.n::-mPlrl'e moron.

The sfrlls all danced in a {:ris Pm‘.k in the middle of
+he gy And +h?/ danced like Pm-lftssiamls

because ‘l'}\t?‘ spen all their free time wa‘h‘.Hhs

MTV.
IrE
inplﬂiﬂ L

A buhc}\ of 3"'}'5 w}xo were worried about ﬂ\tir
P.E. Srn&e Sdw me dm‘ha m?’ sﬂ?s in the corner
of the 5>lm, and -I"hey came over to where I was.
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T guess ‘l'hey must have Jr’naus’rﬁ T krew what T
was :loihs, because the next +5nih5 T knew, T was

surrounded 5?t a bunch of smbtrs s++:a|fh3 my

Mrs. Mahc?‘ and Mr. Underwood were hmdihs my
wa}(, so L jus+ did m?! best +o focus on m?! Sh:?s
so 1 could come out of this situation with a
passing srd.de.

Bu+t ris’.‘rl' when -ﬂ‘m}z 5a+ 4o me, T heard
sar-e‘l'}wfns from my riah*l'—’nnhrl side that ‘h:ﬁa"?'

blew my concentration.
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BOOGIE
BOOGIE

T+ was Frtsly." Like T said before, Freg'l?z is
home-schooled, so T have no idea how he got in
there. T know that his mom sometimes brings him
+o the school for general assemblies and parties so

he can "mix and mfhslt."

But if T fall Ph?ls E.d because of that kid, T can
smrmﬁze fw +hat his house is safhs to 3&‘1‘

Esstd'-
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Tues&u\,r, F—e{Jmury 15'1‘1'\

'Ta&n?z was the first dd‘}t of drum lessons with
Rodrick. T +4alked Collin into +akfh3 lessons with
me, even +5ncrus’n T had 4o kind of stretch the
+ruth 4o 3&‘1‘ him 4o sish up.

Collin really wants 4o learn how o Pla)r the

C?’Nbﬁlsj like +he kind ‘Hﬁty’ use in r-nrc’nihs bands.

T +old Collin T l:hew for a fact that Rodrick
w-:aud \ba c.o"u’anhs c?!mbdls i weal'-'. 'FourJ u.hcl Cnu.h
was ?ra-H}r excited about that. T'm Just Sla& T
not going to have to take lessons all '1.:?' m}(sal{.
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Nnrmﬂf, T would have gotten Rowle‘y to join me
in this sort of thing, but T'm stil mad at him.

T +hink Rowley wants +o be friends a ain, because

Y 3
)ftS'ftrdd?l, he gave me a Valentine's card. Ad‘unﬂy,
it was Jus+ da Pftce of construction paper with one
of those ‘“hd}( hearts +aPed to it.

L]

)

T dont know what i+ was SUPFoSE& +o mean, but
f ‘P\OWLEY +hinks +his is H\t way he's sm'hs to win

me over, hes Stﬂ' to be out of his mind.
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Collin came over at 4:00 ﬁ&ar , and we went
down to Rodrick’s room to start our lesson.
Rodrick got us started with some PrrH?f basic
drum drills. There was c:-hlf ohe practice Pa& and
two drumsticks, so Collin had to use a paper Pla‘l‘t
ahd some plastic vtensils. Bt T guess +hat's what
}mPPehs when }(nu’re the last one o sigh up for a

E.very once in a while, Rodrick would look up from
his magazine and tell us what we were &o.’hs wrong.
T was &o?hs 0K, but Collin's ?|n5'h'c fork broke

hnl-{wa;/ into the lesson and he had +o Just use his

S?Wh.
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After about 15 minutes, Rodrick got a call from
his friend, Ward, and that Pu+ an end +o our

first lesson. CLASS IS
DISMISSED
EARLY TODAY.

Mom was 5urPri5Ed to see me and Collin u?si'm'rs so
soon. So she sent us back downstairs and told us
1o make Rodricj( at least 5:"“: us 4 ?fﬁt‘HCt

nssishmeh'l’.
YOUR HOMEWORK
IS TO LISTEN TO
SOME MUSIC WITH

DRUMS IN IT
\\

.
&)
LI
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Wednesday, February 16th

Me and Collin had drum lessons again +r::-:la;/. We
took turns with +the practice ?d.d since Collin's
paper Pla+¢ and spoon deal wasn+t warkihﬂ out.

Rodrick rvﬁg}ﬂ' be a soa& drummer, but he's not a
smd teacher. Me and Collin +ried our best +o do
+he drills +he way Rodrick told us +o, but every
+ime we messed vp, Rodrick would get renlllly
frustrated.

Eveh*]‘uaﬂy, Rodrick got so fed up +hat he +ook

our drumsticks d.wd.?t.
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T +hink Rodrick realized +hat *I'enchihs us how to
drum was }w?rzless, because halfwa ﬁroush +he
lesson, Rodrick sat down at his drum set and told
vs to just "watch and learn’

Rodrick started into this renlly lan& drum solo
that had nothing to do with +he drills he had
been ﬁdchihs uSs.

The drum solo went on so luhs and Rodrick was so
into it that he didnt even notice when me and
Collin left and walked upstairs.
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Dont think T'm cam?laihfhs, +’.‘mu3’n. Tm sure if
T was +akih3 Pt‘f\mﬂ music lessons from ahfr::-ht
else, T wouldnt be able 4o get vp and leave rfsh-f

in the middle of the class.

'ﬂm's wa?i, Rodrick 5e+s to do what he wants +o
do, and me and Collin get to do what we want +o
do. The way T see i+, werfohe iS5 }mﬂ;y.
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%urs&u.}t, Febrvary 17+h

‘Tﬂ&d.?’ wds our ﬂ‘mi:‘d drum lesson, but this time,
Rodrick didnt even ?rﬂth:} to try and teach us
nh;(‘l'hfhs. Rodrick Just Pla.?lt& at his drum set
with his }-.td.c]Phahes oh, and me and Collin went
vpstairs to Pla?f video games.

Ore of my controllers is broken, so we took +urns
?la?nhs :Dunhs one of m turns, Collin buil+ vp
some static £|=c+r|c4+7 j/ nlk-hs around the

h

carPt-l' in his socks, and he gave me a little shock.

=]

P® <P

T+ didn+ rea.ll;,z hurt, but i+ kind of made me mess
up in my game.
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So when i+ was Collin's turn +o Pld}" T decided +o
give him a li+He Pd}(ﬁm:k. T rubbed my feet on the
carpet for a long time like T was builr{fhs up a
}wse electric c\‘-.arse.

But T had ?icke& up onhe of +hose bis fat rubber
bands, and T gave Collin a wicked shap on the
back of his |=3.

T hid the rubber band, and Collin d.#un“;,t believed
+hat T had shocked him. So &urihs r-y next turn,
Collin spent about five minutes +r7ih5 +o build vp
+he Bisszsi' c’.‘mrsz he could.
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Collin must have walked around the room 50 +imes.

F-
-1

<3

When he decided he had a bis ehwg}w charst buil+

up, Collin aave me another shock, but i+ was no
P 3

bfs deal.

5c00%
R
ST ARG

He got raally frustrated, and he 4ried o build up
another chursa, but his next shock was even
wimpier +than the last one. T don+t know if his
socks were Seﬁihﬂ swaa'l}z or if -H'\are was Jurl‘ o
more static electricity left in the mr?e-h but e:m’n
time he shocked me, it got lamer and lamer.
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When i+ was Collins +urn +o Pln?t again, T gave
Nim another smack with my rubber band. We went
back and forth like +his z;r a while, and Collin

never -Ifisurad out m;l trick.

Eveh‘]'uqﬂy, Collin got up to use the bathroom. T
guess he must have seen the red marks on the
back of his leg while he was in there, and the
next +hih5 T knew, he ran uPS‘l'afrs +o0 tatte on

me.
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T+ took me a few minutes +o explain to Mom +hat
T didnt ad'ud.u?’ burn Collin with electric shocks,
ahd that T Just smacked him with a rubber band.
But that didnt seem 4o make her any less mad.

And Mom rmHy didn+ seem +oo thrilled when T
demonstrated m?t +tc}whique b aiving Collin
another shap on the back QK the h:ss. Mom sent

Collin home and sent me +o my room.

Man, this kind of episode is almost enough o
make me miss Pxowlt}(. Rawlt‘)t mfa’n‘f be a lot of
+1‘1ih35, but one +1'1in3 he’s hot is a snitch.

T +\Hou5\‘\+ about cqllfh& him up +acld.y, but T'm
still PrtHV hot at him for +he Pu&dle incident.
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Fr.’cln?', Fabruar;g 18+h
T ffnu.ﬂ?t let Rawlt?! off +he hook for all +he

-l'!.‘\ihss he did o me last week. Mom is nlways

sn?fihs +hat when you get ina i'rfsh‘]', you should
1o "be +the 5533&‘ Ptrsoh," so thats what T

decided +o do +u&a?f.

£
,l\?"‘,’,?‘FF‘

ik

T have to admit the main reason T decided 4o
-Fora.'va P\awley is becavse T have a birﬂwda}z coming
up, dh& 'I: &;d'h*'i‘ wdht to miss out onh SEHihS a
gift from him. M?/ actual bir-l'h&u?' isht il
Ne&hes&d?e ; but were hw;hﬂ r;{a?dr-l')r +tomortrow.
So T -ﬁaura& T4 better give wlay at least 24
hours” advance warhing so he could get some

sha??ihs done.
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T never get Smc} SE-H'S for my bir*l-h&n?z. So last
ear, L Juﬁ asked for mhef, and then T s?erﬂ'
i+ all on stuff from those mail-order ads you see in

the back of comic books.

T +ell you, H‘xty need to set up laws +o protect
kids from the lies +hr.?r tell in those stupid ads,
because every sfnalt ﬂ‘\ihs T ordered was a bust.

The first thing T got in the mail was x-ray
gogglles, which T fisurc& would make school a
whole lot more interesting. T+ +ook about two
months for them +o show up in m{v mailbox, and
when ‘I'}wr.?( -ﬁmll?( came, L couldnt wait +o +r)t

-H‘xtm out.
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But the secret behind those :r.'-r'd.f 30&3'&5 is that
they make ?'ou see uosrafe:{ , so its like ?’ou have

doudle vision.

The Pm?la who make those ﬂ\u'hgs must think kids
are dumb ahous}x to ‘H‘\ihk saefhs dnubla i5 'l'ht Sdme

as hu'l.rihs rrny vision, but believe me, its not.

Amﬁ'}xer +H'h3 T ordered was a book that was
su?PoStd +o teach me how +o throw m;,( voice. 1.
ﬂgurt& that was a talent that could rtully come in
-}mhdy.
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When T 30+ +he book , T read i+ cover to cover.
T dd t*-fal’y'l"n-'hg ‘H‘\E?‘ said to do, but T found
out the hard wn?' that the book was a sham , too.

I'M AN IDIOT!
I'M AN IDIOT!

But r-.)t b;53a5+ &FsaPPaih-}‘meh-l' was for -H-\e -I'Hhs
T sPah-f +he most mohey oh.

T sent away $50 for HuaPr.'h'l‘s +that were
su?Pused to tell me how to build a "Parsohal
hovercraft,” and T F.'Sure& m;{ life was going to
be changed for good.
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LATER ON,
SUCKERS/

a 'ﬁ a < 'B |d=rl".|'|
- e - )
ﬁ; WHIRRRR ?‘:r : I qﬁ

T never know for sure if those HuePrih'l's were
for real or not, becavse when T ﬁhn"?( got them,
T couldn’t get past the first step.

Step 1: Acquire an
industrial twin turbine

hovercraft engine. \) g g
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Sd'furdav, ?&bruary 1'?1‘}1.
Fi T

MP; bir‘l'hdd.f ?nr*i'}( was +n&a‘y, and it started off
with a shocker. Grahd?a was the ohe in the -Irdmfl?l

to arrive, and he showed up with a date.

FRANK, I'D LIKE YOU
TO MEET MY LADY
FRIEND, MAURLENE.

\ 4

"Lnd?r friend” is Just old*Pm?la code words for
"s:rlfr:ehd."

T'm hot so sure T'm ready for Gruhd?n to be
dnﬁha, and from the |Gﬂi on Dad’s face, hes not
ready, either. Besides, T +hink Maurlene is about
20 years younger +han Grnh&Fn.
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Mom sent me to the kitchen to fetch some +ea,
ahd she told Rodrick +o hdhﬂ vp Maurlene's coat.
T'm hot going to pass ahy Ju& gment oh Maurlene
ris’.ﬁ d.wd.?t, but T dont think she made such a

Sreai' first imPressioh oh Rc:-:lrfck.

YOU NEED A

Grah&?a told us he met Maurlene when she served
him eqq salad as a cafeteria |m:];7' at his retirement
commuh.'-l-?q and T guess ﬁey’\re been an item ever
since. Lutkily, }ml-ﬁmf H-\raush Gfdhd-?d*s 5+ar>(,
other people started to show vp at +he house, so
we didnt have to hear the whole ?Iu?'-b?'-?ln}z of

Grnh&?a and Maurlene’s romance.
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We had SPdS!nE‘H'I' and meatballs for dinner, which
is my favorite meal. Mom sat next to Maurlene and
did her best o make conversation, but Maurlene

didnt score d.hy points with some of +the comments

S}NE Hd&t.

MEATBALLS NEEDN'T
HAVE AN UNPLEASANT
AFTERTASTE, ANN.

Mom had bousk-l‘ a4 mint chocolate tH? i eredm
cake from Baskin Robbins, and after dinner, T
(WETS ?ra-H?/ edger to eat -H'na cake ah& start
uPah.'hs ?rasah-fs. But what 'I Sdw whah 'I
walked in the .:];.Whﬂ room s+a?Ped me. in my
tracks.
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Somehow Sweetie had SoHeh up on the rifhiha
room table, and he was chr::-wfhs down oh my

bfﬁ’nrla}( cake.

T chased Sweetie off the table and got Mom. T
-ﬁﬂura& she'd g0 out and Se-l' me d new mke, but
ihs-}‘aa& , she Jus-f +ook a knife a‘nc]g cut awa? -I‘ha
part of the cake Sweetie had slobbered all over.

S——>>>

T ren"y wasnt in the mood for cake anymore,
es?ecm"}: with Sweetie +}\rawih5 up littHe ln'r'ﬂ\&d.?z
candles under the dining room +able.
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E.ver?mhr. sat down in the &ihfhs room, and Mom
dimmed the lis’.ﬂ's and li+ the candles that were
still on the cake. Evcr?’r::-hz sang Hd‘??}’ Bir‘i'!miay
except Gro.mlPd. and Maurlene, who were smnr.l‘\ihs

like a cauPlt of teenagers.

Luckil?f the lish'ts s-hu?ﬂtd on for 300& after that,
but T think that l)y ‘H‘\Eh, ew,r?eoha’s dP?E‘h"h

was ruined.

Next Up was 3-’1‘"\‘5. T like 1o get the cards out of
+he 'hl'd.f first so T can uhwrap hf Pre_sah'l's
without nh?f distractions. The wn}t T used o do it
was to open each card and shake it so that if
there was mohey in i+, it would fall out.
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T+ used 4o take me about 4wo minutes 4o get
+’m‘ou3h the whole stack of cards. But Mom said
T was beihs “rude,” and row T have to read each
card out 1.:-»&, ho matter how JOPE?F the poem 1S
that's written on it.

‘Co a (Wonderful N cpherw -

A birthday greeting

And a “how do you do™”
To a darling dear boy,
My nephew (that's you!)

WOW AUNT
MARY THAT
WAS REALLY
SPECIAL!

WHEN I SAW IT
I JUST KNEW
YOU WOULD
LOVE IT/




3 T T i T T T T

After T got -I‘hruuslh the cards, T moved on to
-H'\a Preseh-l‘s. Most of rn)r SF-F-I'S were pre lame,
like clothes and books and stuff. T saved Uncle
Fra&clia’s SF-I':-I‘ for last, because I cah always count
on him for a b.’s ticket item. But whah ']: a?aha&
Nis SF-F'I‘ , T couldnt {Fsure out what i+ was.

Uncle Freddie told me his SJ-F-}‘ was a "Inuhdr}' }'mo?"
for n?r room, and it was su?Posa& to make Pu-l'-ﬁhﬂ
my &.’r-}y clothes away “fun.
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T had +o Ex?la.’h 1o Uncle Freddie that we He-me?'
bu?(s don+ do our own 1duh&?’)’. We Jui‘l‘ ‘H‘ﬂ" ow our
clothes on the 'ﬂoor‘, and Mom takes care of
‘H‘.ihss from there. T +old Uncle Freddie that he
could Just give me the SEH receipt and T would
exc}mhae +he Iduh&t’?’ !\mfa for Saneﬂxihﬂ T would

:h‘.+u:1||>( use.

But Mom S'h:P?Ed in and nixed m ?lnh She told
Uncle Freddie that his 5|1f+ was dh “excellent’ idea.
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Then she said that it was *‘u’ﬂ}x time T learned to
do my own |nuhdr7, and she said +that she would
be bu;.(ihﬂ a 1duh&t’y hm? for Rodrick, +oo.

Rodrick gave me a kick under the table, which b},{
+he way was the ohl;,' +}m.'h5 T got from Rodrick
for m}; b.’r‘ﬂ'\&n?(.

I’h SUPP::-SP.& to go up to Rowlt}(ls }\ouse later on
+o Pir.k up my 5i-F+ from him. He said T'm re:a“y
goihg to like .

T put it 4o you +his way: if its not the best
ﬂi-ﬁ' T aet +his year, TU be s:.ar'?ruised. Because
r.'s}‘rl' now, the bar is ?rt+17 low.
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Suhda?u Fabruar:,r 20+h

T went vp to Rowley’s las+ hESH' to see what he
got me for vy bfr*l'l‘uiay. From the way Rowle?t
hﬂmd his present, T half ex?ech&& to find a

wf&e—scr&eh +.v. or a ma‘l'arr.?!cle wai‘]‘fhs {-'or me up

at his house. But when Rawlt?t c:-?thec]f up his
garage door to show me r-y Preseh‘l', it was a Jus-f

a st Wheel with a giant red bow on it.

T quess T would have %ous}ﬂ' a4 st Wheel was a
cool shq' about five years ago. But you could aet
beat up for dr.‘uihs around on one of +hose ﬂﬁihss

in our Srndt.
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Ah;/wny, Rawlt?! was so enthusiastic about +he
Big Wheel that T tried 4o act like T thought i
was a great SJH. Ho?efru"?', T can Just sell i+
back +o him in a week or +wo and use the cash +o
buy a new game controller.

We dd'uu.“;/ had some fun with the Bis Wheel
-l'c:-&o.?l. T came up with a game where one 5“}’
rides down +the hill, and the other avy +ries +o
knock him off of +he BJS Wheel with a football.
Rowley was +he first one o ride down the hill,
ahd 1 +ried to bean him.
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T+ was nc*i'un"?f a lot harder than T ‘i"naush‘]',
and T missed the first couple of times. The only
downside of the game is +hat i+ took Rawlz?l a
long time to walk +he Biﬂ Wheel all +he way back
up the hill, so i+ was Sr::mtﬂ‘\ihs like 15 minutes
between throws. T stuck with the role of
Thrower and Rowle?! was the Rider. Rowlle}/ tried
to get me o be the Rider a cnuPle of times, but
T'm no fool. That Bis Wheel hits about 35 miles
ah hour at top s?u&, and Rowlcy burned
+’n.rau5}\ the brakes on his first ride down the
hill.

DO YOU WANT
TO HAVE A
TURN NOW?

(PANT, PANT)

NO THANKS...
I'M NOT AS
FAST AS YOU!




3 T e T T

T ac-l‘ud.ﬂ?( hit Rowley with the football a mu?h
of +imes, but I never did khock Hm off ‘H\t Brs
Wheel, T +hink T need more ‘HelﬂtHy on my
throws or mme-rh.'hg. Who knows? Ma?zl:e T
-If-'hnlly take Dad up on his offer +o teach me how
to throw a football.

T +think we would have Plnye& our new game all
&ay, but Mom saw what we were &m'hs and called
me inside. She said our game was the s+uPides+

idea I hd.d ever *‘.d&; dh& she Bdhhe& me -Fr‘om
?ln?'Fhs i+ with Rowley ahy more.

All T can say is, of everyone listened o their
mother, Tl bet +here would be no such +hih3 as
dodge ball or tackle foothall. T guess TN just
have to be extra careful +o ﬂhl?( P|n>f when Mom's

not around from how on.
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The rest of m?f hish'l‘ wash+ ver?' fun. Mom
sPeh-I' about two hours -I'eachihs me and Rodrick
how to &o our owh luuh&t’y‘- A‘Fﬁr Mom was dohe
going over how to use the washer and &ryar and
fabric softener and all that, she told us she
wanted us each to do one load of wash +nh?51-1.+.

Rodrick +ried to ?la}e dumb so he could get out
of it. ﬂ'-.n-l‘ trick hﬁsh'l‘ work. on Dad, but Mom
Was rend}( for i+,

I FORGOT
EVERYTHING
YOU JUST

THAT'S OK/ I
MADE YOU EACH
A STEP-BY-STEP
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Monday, February 21s+
! T

There was no school ‘h:-&d.?t, so me and R&wh‘y
spent +he whole &d.?! ?lq/yiha our Bis Wheel game
without any interference from Mom.

T {fnd.u?f knocked Rowh:}( off +he Bis Wheel on
M?i tisl‘rf’n ‘l'}'araw, but i+ didn4 haPPth +he wa?l T
Plahhzd. When T +hrew +he foothall, + aot
Jnmmz& under the front wheel of the Bis Wwheel,
and Rowlty went -quihg.

=

s ?
3 &
(T[? v
ﬁ/ <
=
A~
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P\D-Wlt}" +ried to break his fall 57 5+ickfh3 out his
arms, and he landed pretty hard on his lef+
hand. T -ﬁsurtd he'd shake it off and get rish‘l'
back on the Biﬂ Wheel, but ke didn+.

T 4ried 4o cheer him up so he wouldn+ ao home
cryihs and get me in trouble. T did a bunch of
Jakzs +hat usually make Rawlef bust out 14u5’.‘\ih3,
but he Imrelf even smiled. So T knew he must
have been hurt P“HV bad.

HEY, LOOK AT ME/
I'M YOUR DAD!
DARR DARR DARR.
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T knew that if Mom found out we were ?lﬂ?ihs
+he B.’S Wheel game she banned us from ?Iu?n'hs,
T4 be in I'Ed-u?’ hot water. So T got Rowlaf to
agree that wed ell everyone he hurt his hand b;/
ﬁtddgh‘l’dﬂf slnmmihs it in ]'his front d-oor, nh&
m{:n&f would ever have +o know the +ruth.

Rowlt?' wenht vp to his house 4o put ice on his
hand, and T went 4o my house. A few hours
later, Rowlay called me. He told me his mom ook

him 1o the arntrsehc?ﬂ room, ahd his hand was
BROKEN.

Now T ranlly kinew ”f goose was cooked. T made
sure Rawllt?t was 5+ickih3 with the S'th?( , and he

said he was.
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T was Pre-H')( relieved to hear that, and we both
huhg up the P‘hohe- T had shut M?(SEJ'F in the
bathroom when Rawla?' called so Mom wouldn't hear
our conversation. But guess what? When Rowle?f
called, Mom had ?itkt& up the P‘huhe upstairs,
and she listened to our WHOLE conversation.

1

Mom was reull?( steamed. She gave me a 15 -minute
lecture about disobedience. Then, she told me T
had to call Rnwlty's house o nPo|ua.':.e +o him

AND +o his mﬂ\tr.

Mom stood there while T dialed P\owle;/’s number.
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T know Mom was Just 5+ahdih3 there 4o make
sure ? dPE'lOSf sounded sincere. And let me tell

ou, 1 gave Mom her moneys worth. T wasnt so
much worried about Rowley as T was {telihg sorry

for mfsel-f: for the &ttP doo doo T was in. So

believe me, those were real tears coming out of my

R

Uh-lfr::-ﬁuhﬁel Rodrick was +here 4o capture the
whole t‘FlS«Df.lrE onh video. So T guess T know what
tape will be Plu.?!iha onh our +.v. &urfha the next
-Ifd.mflr sni'!.‘h:rihs.

SNIFF

? —
s = _
WHIRR
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Tues&u\,r ) ‘FEII.J ruary A Zhd

This afternoon, Mom spent a lot of +ime on the
?!nahe with Mrs. Jefferson. Tve been around lohs

ehwsh +o know that when +wo moms 3c+ on the
Phahe, i+s hever a sm& ﬂ'u'hs.

Mrs. Jefferson was +e||ih3 Mom +hat Rowley s
"Keartbroken” because now that his hand is in a
cast, he cant +ry out for the talent show.

AFPdf‘th"H?’, Rowlle}/ has been practicing a magic
act with this kid named Sm‘H'?f pmsld.s who lives
at the bottom of our hill. So T guess +hat's how
Rc:-wley ktP‘]' himself bus?f &urfns our 1{535{11'.
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Mom got +he brig’;ﬁ idea that since T broke
Rowlay’s hand, T should fll in for him. Mom called
vp Mrs. Douglas and told her T could sub in for
Rowley, starting hda?’.

T +old Mom T was way too bus?l after school 4o be
Prnc-i'itihs 5+u?i& msic tricks, but she khew T was
Hmc-i-ﬂihs. Drum lessons are over with, so Tve got
?lzhi'?r of free time.

On Fri&a?f, we were over at Collins house ?l'“f;hﬂ
a board game while we were summsa& +o be in the
middle of one of Rodrick’s drum lessons. Collin's
dad was rta"?( mad because he had Pa.‘& for a
lesson that his kid wasn+ even at, and he called
Mom to complain. Mom made Rodrick refund all of
Collin’s mohey and so how, drum lessons have been

cancelled for smd.
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T dont know what Rawhy was cloiha parthering
up with Scotty Douglas. Scotty's only in +he
sz:ohd srad:?(and 'gowlty Js:?*]-he S):‘u'th"l'}\. T
+hink 'Rowlt?f had better aet a better bnckuP
{riend, or at least get one thats his owh age.
Ah}ywny, Mom marched me down +o Sca’r‘l?fs house
around 5:00 and told me T had 4o practice vhtil
T knew all +he +ricks as sm& as Rowle?‘ did.

-y

The first -}‘]h.'hs T found out was that P\uwley did
not exactly have a starring role in this magic act.
5120"'*‘)”5 the Magjcian, with the black hat and
wand and all that, but Row1e7 was just his
ASSISTANT.
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T +old Scuﬂ')( +here was ho way T was going to
be an assitant to a second grader, and that if
this talent show +Hh3 was soihs +o work out, we
were going to have to be tquu.l parthers.

But Sca’r‘ry said i+ was HIS magic set, not mine,
and he started +o throw a 553 tantrum. T didnt
need any more trouble, so T Just went nlahs with
+he idea 4o shut Sca‘l“l?f up-

Bziha Smﬁ'y"s assistant wasn+t that hard. All T
had +o do was hand him each item from his
Br.sfhhtr‘s Mdsfc Set+ whenever he needed i+, and
he did +he 4ricks. The ohly real drawback was
that T had 4o wear this dumb slf‘H'er?l silver
shirt +hat looked like sarr-e{'}ufhs Gramma would
wear ‘o Bihsa hisl‘rl'. T +ried 1o tell Smﬁ?t it
would be cooler if T Just wore jeans ahd a black
shirt, but Scai“l'?f said that wouldnt look "mnsfc."
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T ohly messed up my assistant duties a few times
when T gave Scai“l?! +he wrong item, but }(ou
can+t f'td."?f blame me. Smi‘i}l has a wicked SPE-EC}N
Jszc}imth*l', and its not alwd.?!s easy to -ﬁsure out
what he’s Snf;hﬂ'

Overall +haua’r1, T guess T cant EE:-M'Flafh. This
whole deal beats +he heck out of a real

?uwshneht But ask me again how T feel after
we Ptr{orn oh a s-l'd.se in front of 500 PtnPlt,
and ot just Scoﬁy's bab?l sister,

ABWAAAAAA
~ \CADABWAAAAAA?

 m)
&
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Wednesday, February 23rd

Mom told me she would drive me in 4o school +his
morhing, since hdn?e was my bfﬁh&ay.

T'm sure she Hnaus}ﬁ she was &oihs me d -Ifa‘-n::-r, but
when she rlra?Pt& me off, she +o+n||'l?; blew i+ for me.

EVERYBODY BE SURE
TO WISH GREGORY A

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Tve been +r{vih5 ‘o kee? n;/ bfﬁ'}\&ar quiﬁ arouhd
school, and up vhtil +a&d.f, T was successful.
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Th Eltmth‘]‘d\f‘)’ school, i+s great when E‘u‘tf‘?’ﬂht
knows i+'s your biﬁh&a?f. But in middle school, i+'s
+he exact aP?osH'e.

Once Pm?le find out its }(our bfr‘f}x&dy, +’.‘1¢7 give
you one ?uh&\ for every year fou’\rt been alive. T
tried o take my Fuhchts like a man, but it was
hard when some guys were lining up for seconds.

T dont know who dreamed up +his ﬁirﬂwdn}(

?uhc-hes +Hh3J but T can almost guarantee you i+
was Someone whose bir‘i‘}m&n}( falls in the summer.
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Besides getting beaten to a ?ul? at school, the
ohly other +’nih3 +hat made +c:-cld.f different from a
resular dd.?l was that T didnt have to do the

dishes after dinner.

But Mom still made me do |duhr.]rr‘?l. Moms so }ﬁaP??i
+hat me and Rodrick know how o do 1auh&rf +hat
now, shes mkihg vs do EVERYONE's lauh:lr?f.

T Persohnlly think i+ should be iﬂtsnll for a {:roy to
Nave +o fold his mothers underwear. And double
illltsnll i he has 4o do i+ on his own Biﬁh&ay.
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%urs&u.}! , 'FEl)ruurf 241+h

E ver since Rawhy came to school with a cast on his
hand, he's gotten a toh of attention from the grls

in our class.
(T
THING!

Fai

T tried to cash in on some of 'Rawle § hew
?oPulnrH?r +odd?( but it -I'o-l‘nﬂ;,' bdtk'ﬁﬁ‘.&.
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T still cant believe T had 1o fill in for Rawle?e as
Scot Puualus’ magic assistant. Believe me, Rawley
could have handled his duties with ohe hand.

Talent show +r‘7'.:;u+s were -I‘udn?z, ahd me and
Sco'l‘-l'?f were the last act to take +he stage.
Sco'l"ly kaP-I' messing vp becauvse he was nervous,
ah& 'J: wash + emc-Hy -H‘\a best assistant. I hac’;
bruua’n-l' ulohs some raa&.'hs material for when T
didnt need to be clm'hs nh}(‘l‘h?hﬂ , and T was kind
of tuned out for most of the act.
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After we finished, Mrs. Norton told us our act was
'ri..-lr*l.Pr'i:--lfn',ss4]:-I".m|Ir and that we didnt make i+ into the
+alent show. T+s Prt‘H?! tmbarassihs, tsPecmH}(
since were the ahl;/ act out of 32 that didnt make
the cut.

T know we weren+ tmr.-ﬂf the best act ‘h’yihs out
+r}c1d.?f, but we werent the worst, either. This
kihdtrsaﬁahar hamed T?fh:r Mu'l"?’n made i+ in, and
all he did was rollerskate i'risure eights around a
boombox that was ?1"‘)';“5 Yankee Doodle.”

STUCK A FEATHER IN
HIS CAP AND CALLED
§) IT MACARONI/ /Y
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Fr.’cln?', Fabruar;g 25+h

P\c:-wlt}f is shill getting WAY too much attention
for his broken hand. Ever?;om*s alwa?ls of&r‘ihs to
carry his books for him, and +n&d;y a bunch of girls
invited Rowltf over to their lunch +able so *H.'w.?/
could FEED him.

HERE

COMES THE
AIRPLANE/

What 'r'td."?f ticks me off is that Rowlt‘)t is n"shi'—
handed, and its his LEFT hand +hats broken. So
Rowle}( can feed himself Just fine. T “l"noushi' about
walkfhs over there and Hnwihs Rowley’s cover, but
then T stopped H)’SEH— T figure if +his turns into a
permanent spot at the Sirls’ table for Rowlay, mnfbv.
T can tag along and get m}(sahr a seat, too.
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Believe me, T can see how smd of a racket +his
in Jury +Hh3 is. T decided last rﬁg’;ﬁ +hat T would
fake an ihjur?z and get some attention for n)fsel-F.

So before school +a4a?u T wrdPPa& m}( hand in
an Ace ﬁnhc}d.se T found in Moms closet, and

when Pen?le at school asked about i+, here's what
T told +hem:

ITS A RAGING
INFECTION CAUSED BY
A SPLINTER THAT WAS
LEFT UNTREATED!

£3

T couldnt -ﬁaure out wh?( +he sir‘|s weren +

swarming me +he way ﬂ\e}a do with Rowlely, but
then T realized what the ?r‘oblem Was.
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See, ‘H‘\t cast s a Srea'l’ Sfmmitk because E'."-I'E.I"?‘Oht

wants to siah it. 'I:-'r's not Emcﬂ?‘ EnS?‘ o s.‘sn ah

Act bdhdnsa w-'ﬂ'm a4 peh, So i came up w.'-H-\ a

solution T ‘H‘mu\g}ﬁ would be Ju5+ as Sood.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO

BE THE FIRST ONE
TO SIGN MY SHEET?

Wi

That idea was a total bust, too. I“'ly B:m&aae did
end up attracting attertion from a r.ou?le of ?E-DP'E,
but not the 17\:&& of PwPle T was going for.

CAN I PEEK
AT YOUR |
INFECTION? /™
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Saturday, ?&bruary 26'}}‘1
Fi T

'ﬂn's new Sy‘ﬁ'tn where we kids have to do our own
lnuh&f'}( isht wr::-r‘kiha out for me at all. T kr.r.?
-Ifarseﬁihs to put in a load of wash, and then

when T g0 o 3&1‘ dressed in the mn*dha, T
don?t have any clean clothes. So then T have +o
rlfs ‘l'}ﬁrnush my &ir‘l}! clothes and find Snmﬂxihs
+hat's wearable.

This whole week, T ended vp
wearing socks that felt like
cardboard. Ah& of I dont come
+o school with a clean shirt on
Mahdd}h Ilm aaihs +o SE+
sent down to the Nurse's
Office for a h}(ﬂiehe lecture,
'FDI" Sure.

Tve been &afhs my best not 1o sweat or do
ahfi'}ﬁfhs active so L can stretch out my clothes
su??ly as long as Passi{)lt.
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The &mf-'hf'hl?' got o do my |nuhdr;,( +his
w&tkthd, or 'I*m Sﬂihs +o ge buhkru?'h 'I. buu&h‘?
a clean pair of underwear off of Rodrick 'h:tdny,
and he 54:1:.1?:& me for 10 bucks.

T didnt want 4o fork over the cash, but 'l’h'hss
have snﬁth so bad ; 'I.”'l.ra been wenr.'hs m
ﬁn'fh'hs suit as uhderwear ln-h'.lf. T+ -Froznbly
wouldnt be all that b-’ﬂ of a deal, but Pltsﬂrdd?u
when we had o c‘hmge for gym class, T rﬂﬁ“y
wished T wasnt wearing my S?at&ns.
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Sunday, Febrvary 27+h
¥ Fi

'Tahfs}ﬁ was the 54’5 school talent show. T didn+
wanht to go, and neither did Dad. But Mom said we
all had +o show our su?Par+ for Rodrick’s band, so
we didht have d.h?l choice.

Rodrick had all his drum equipment in Moms car,
so Dad had 4o ride with Bill. T'm sure Dad wasnt
+oo }mﬂ:y about s’naw-‘ha vp at the school in a
van that had "Loded Di?er" written oh it,
tsPtha"?f when he ran into PmPle he knew in the

?a.rkih 9 lot.

R 2

ls-,_"lrJ

Al
L3
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We each had o pay +hree dollars admission at the
front door. T {isure& we should get in for free
because weve had to suffer Jr’nr'ou‘g}n about a million
of Rodrick’s band practices. T bet Dad would
have ?d.iri $20 4o NOT have +o g0-

This ?lr.arj H"E}” decided 4o have one 553 +alent
show for +he Eltmth"i‘dry, middle and ’nigh school
in +he ared, and T +hink i+ was a bad idea. You
ended up having kindergarteners reading poems
about their +r.cHy bears followed b}( lﬁ—raar—olds

:loihs s?eerl me+al guitar solos.

NEXT UP IS LARRY

LARKIN WITH HIS

PERFORMANCE OF
‘CARNAGES"
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Dad deffhiﬂl?z didnt approve of Ld.rr}t Larkin
with all of Ldr'r}”s piercings. Hdl{wd.f +hr¢u3!.‘1
Ld.rr)t’s act, Dad leaned over to the gvy on his
left and said something in his ear.

WHAT’S THE WORST
THING THAT KID
COULD SAY TO YOU?
SR .
g

T wish T would have had +ime +o warn Dad +hat
+he avy he was +41k-'h3 to was Larry’s father.

Py
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Mr. Larkin 301’ up and moved to another ?a.r'f of
the avditorivm after that comment. T think
DndJs still Scru-fd-\fns ]his hend over whu-}
!-'iﬁ?PEhEd-

The talent show went on FOREVER. A+ the
+wo and a 1“[{ hour mark ‘H\E}' decided to start
margiha acts 'l'ost'ﬂ'\ar +o ktﬂp ‘H‘\E show r-.a'l.riha

alon 9.

Sometimes i+ worked out nlri31'1+, like when Pa
Farrell +n?dnhctd on the left-hand side of the
stage and S?Ehttl’ Kit Jugsled on the rfgh'h

But sometimes i+ wash+ such a 300& fi1. For
emmPIEJ ‘H‘\E}( decided +o pair Rodrick’s band up
with Ta.?elor Mur?hy, the kid who skates f.'aurt
e.'si'\‘l’s as his talent.
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Rodrick has been Sn?‘iha all week how this +alent
show was his band’s {}.'5 chance +o 3a+ "noticed,” so
T'm sure he wasnt too thrilled with ]hnv.'hs d
kfhdﬂrsm"l’thtr be a Pnr"f of his act.

ARE YOU PEOPLE
READY TO P

RROOCK
N

ﬂwey had Ward up +here wurk.’ha "SJE.LUT'H}( }" T

guess +o make sure ho Strtﬁrﬁihs S;rls made it up
onto the 5+43f:.
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But ‘H‘\E ohly female in ‘H.'\E. Vicih.f‘l}( was Mom, w]hc.-
Rodrick asked +o \n’dmh?a +he ?arwformnnce from
the side of the 5+43t.

When Mom got ovt of her seat, Dad took +he
G?Par'hm{-!?' to move to the furthest Fassibla

Pﬂih+ from +the 5+n3e. Dad broush‘l' some cotton
wads alons with him, which he stuffed into his
ears until Rodrick's band was done ?ln?fins.

EXIT

ﬂhﬂhﬂ

TRAS
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At the end of the night, Rodrick’s band didnt
wih dh +Hh5. But Taybr T"'lur‘?’nf did take home
the mg;

s+ Musical Act’ prize.

?__L‘—J

Believe it or not . the Grand Prize Winner was Rowle?'*s
bnbfsi‘i'h:r, Leland. He won for his Vth'h'oloquiﬁ act,
which the Ju&ses said was ‘wholesome."

T never thought T'd

agree wi-ﬂ\ Rodrick on #EE’DW

dh)"l'*‘.ihsj but Ilm HERE? . .
syt

s+nr+ih5 to wonder if
he's rish-l' about Leland

be.'hs a nerd. - —
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T“Iohda;,u February 28+h

Last his’.ﬁ, Rm.frick asked Mom to \rf&mﬁ?e his
band ?tr-i:ormiha at the talent show because he
wanhted to mail the tape off +o MTV and hit the
5[3 time. Tahis}-d', Rodrick had his band over +o
watch the +aPe.

T dont think Mom was the smartest choice for
camera person. Durihs the first half of the
?er{ormame, Mom was mnkihs li+He comments, and

you could hear E‘l!tf‘}.f‘]‘hfhs she said loud and clear.

" THAT SHIRT MAKES
RODRICK’S ARMS LOOK.
SO SKINNY!/
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Em:r;y once in a while Bill would stick out his
tongue and flick up and down like a rock star,
and then ?'nu’rl hear Mom ring in with her opinion.

I DON'T
 LIKE THAT?

So the tape was -h:-h:II?r worthless +o Rodrick,
but 1.'\&: had a decent Em:kuF o?'h'ah.

The school -hn?e& the whole talent show, and
'Hm:?' were showiha it at 9:00 +on-'31.'1‘|’ oh our local
cable channel. So Rodrick got out a blank tape
and waited for his band 4o come on.
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The school m;‘l'un“y did a Preﬂ-?z Sm& Job of -Irilrihs
+he +alent show. Rodrick's band came on, and
+’nih35 were lmkihs PrzH‘f saod uhtil hnlfwn?t
+’nr‘nu5}u the Ptrfurnnmz. That's when Mom
S"I‘E??Ef.lr away from the camera and started
rlnhr.fhs. And whoever was &oihs +he taping turned
+he camera oh Mom for the rest of +he song.

T Ve never seen Rodrick so mad at Mom. He

ncc.use& }w.-r of Sn-l.w-l‘aﬂihs -H-w. ?Et"‘For'rnd.htE oh
purpose so his band wouldnt make i+ b?ﬂ. But Mom
Jus+ said +}\¢.+ f ha &.’&h*-f wdht ?mPle to Jnhc&\,
he shouldnt ?1\:&7 MUSIC.
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Rodrick was the unlr one in his band who reu.ll?z
501‘ bent out of S}wd?t.

The c:-hlf +\Hih5 Bill seemed +o care about was how
he looked on +.v.

TELEVISION
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Tuesday, March 1
'TQHESH' after dinner, Dad took me and Rodrick
to a movie. Pad was basfm“,y Just |mkih3 for an

excuse to 3&1‘ out of the house becauvse Mom is mad
at him.

Remember how T said Mom was +akfh3 dah exercise
class a cnuPle of weeks dsa? Well, Mom quit atter
her first class.

Dad had taken a picture of Mom decked out in all
of her new exercise gear, and +a&a?', Dad ?ir.ke&
up +he pictures from +he Phoi‘a Plnce.
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Dad got &uPlim*h: prints, and as nJake, he put
both of +he pictures of Mom in her workout clothes
on the re-FrFstrn‘l‘ar and wrote labels at +he bottom

I'J'F Eduth one.

= -
= ]

Bufore Agsr

Dad doesnt renﬂ?r Jokt around like that a whole
lot, and T guess he was prety proud of himself.

But that's not +he kind of jﬂkt Mo appreciates,
and she let him know about i+.
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So Pad’s in the dnahnuss with Mom. But on the
?osi-l'.'ve sidz_. T. 3o+ a free movie out of i+, and on
a school hisln‘h

You khow, on the wu.?l 1o the movie +’n=n-h:r, T
was ﬂ'uihk.‘hs about how ﬂw.‘hss are going ?rs-Hy
sood for me these ddp‘s- T'm not stuck in some
sPor+ or extracurricular nc-l'.'vi-ly T hate, and Mom
nhd Du& }mueh*-b been 5r=a+h£h3 dowh h?‘ neck
In‘l‘el;;.
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So as we were wnlkihs into the movie theater, T
was +Hhk.'n3, Life is Smd. But +hinss +ook a very
bad turn a few minutes later.

A-F-I'er we boushﬁ' our -I'.'ckeﬁ's, we weht inside and
gave ﬂ\erw +o the us}»er, w}w wds Some -I‘eehnstr
with a m’lE-I'dry hairevt. T didnt recognize +he 9vy
at first, but when Dad saw him, he s+u??e& in his
+racks.

YOUR
TICKETS, SIR.

Lo ]

'J: ram:l -ﬂ-.a 5(7’5 name 'l‘d.s , uh& whah 'I d.& , I
couldnt believe my eyes.
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T+ was Lenwood Heath, the baddest teenager who
ever lived on our street, and also Dad’s arch enemy.
The last T heard of Lenwood, he got sent off +o

hil?'l‘dt")l aca&am?f. I dlwa?ls ﬁsura& ha’& Jus-f go on

to prison from there.

But here he was s+ah.:];Fh5 rFSh-I‘ in front of us,
Iml:ihS like he Just Srndua-l'a& from the Air Force
or sama'l‘h'hﬂ. I_ guess Pu& was ?re-H‘?! .'n?ressec]; ;

becauvse he struck up 4 conversation with Lenwood.

Lenwood said he's still at 5?:13 Union Mﬂi-hr}z

Acudem?z , and +hat }\els wark.'hﬂ at -I'}\e moVie
-I‘lnew}‘er &urihﬂ winter break.

Then he told Pad that he's +r?ﬁ'h3 to get Sood
3rade5 at S?us Union because ha’s wants Yo 5e+
into West Point.
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From the w:s?’ Dad was :}ww-ﬁhs around with
Lenwood, you would never have known that +his is
+he kid he called the cops oh at least 20 different

+imes.
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Dad and Lenwood must have talked for 15
minutes, ahd it md&e us Miss -H-\e ?raviaws. 'I: Wds
a little irritated, but T didnt think about i+
much ?as-l' +hat.

But the full impact of what had Just haP?eha&
didnt hit me until hnl-quy +hrau3h +the movie ) and
w}\eh it r:lr;.Jt , I pr M'}‘Fca“}( SPH‘ out M}( popeorn.

T realized that runhing into Lenwood at the
moVie -I'}\ad-}‘er -I'oh.'sh-l‘ ﬂiﬂh'l‘ be -}"he worst 'H'\.'hS
+that ever ]hu?tlaaheﬂl to me.

Now that Dad saw how a mﬂ.'-l'ury ncu&em;,f could
make a man out of a juvenile clal.'hqu.'h-l‘ like
Lenwood Heath, it wasnt a stretch to think i+
could make a man out of a wimp like ME.
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T Just ?ra?ra& Dad hadnt 'H'\oush‘i‘ -l‘hihss
'H'\r'ouah 'H'm'f -Fnr‘, but after -ﬂ-qa moVie, I could
+ell Pucrs rm'hn:]; was alr Em:]g?’ ﬁckih&.

The movie was pre terrible, but from the wa
Dad was acting, P/ou*d think he Just walked out of
-I‘ina best show ]hec]; EVEr Seen.
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Wednesday, March 2
!

After we got home from the movies las+ his’;ﬁ,
Dad went riah‘l' +o the mm?uﬂr‘. This mrhihs,
T checked 4o see what he had been up to, and

m?i worst fear was mh-ﬁ'rmed.

Dad had been on +he SPQS Union web site, and
he visited +he "Admissions” page- So hes nc‘]‘uq"}(
serious about s’ni??ihs me off +o mIlH'dr‘?f school.

T -Fisurt& T'd better hip t+his in the bud rislﬁ
awd.?!, so T went to Mom. T4 4urns out she
didnt know ah?d'hihs about Dad’s interest in
5?“5 Union, so this was m?! chance o St‘f her on
my side.
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T +old Mom all about the school and how it's like
a boot camp where H‘t}’ make yeu shave your head
and do Push—uPs at five oclock in the morhing.
'ﬂweh T showed Mom the website where +\He?l have
all +hese pictures of br::-?'s marc!.‘miha and rloiha Pull—
ups and saluting ahd stuff ke that.

T ﬂcjur‘ed Mom would g0 rig}r]' vpstairs and ell
Dad that his ?lnh Was s+u?id ahd that she'd
never send me +o a place like 5?"'3 Union. But T
found ovt T wasnt going o be able 4o count on
Mom after all.

I THINK YOU'D LOOK
sO HANDSOME IN A
UNIFORM/
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'ﬂuere i5 Ju5+ ho wny T could survive at a ?ldtﬁ
like S?ns Union. First of all, T wouldnt be able
to get past the bathroom situation. T be+t 5?:15
Unioh is one of those Plnces that has open
showers, with no ?rﬁmr.y booths or dh}f"l'}ﬁhs.
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Tn fact, T bet ‘H'za}( don't even have stall doors
on the tollets at 5?43 Union.

And that would be a disaster, because when it
comes to the bathroom, T have mnjur Pr.’\racy

iIS5Ues.
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T don't even use the bathroom at school unless i+'s
ah absolute emergency. A few classrooms in our
school have bathrooms in +}\tm, but T cant use
+hose. E.\rr.r‘)t li+tle sound you make is broadcast +o
+he whole ¢lass.

The ohl?! other aPﬁah is to use the bathroom b}(

the cd.-lfri'erfa, and its ju5+ pure madhess in there.

Snmbod}/ 5a+ the idea o few weeks ago to start
+’nr‘awihs wet toilet paper around, and the idea
rtu.ll?x caus}ﬁ' on. Now, ﬂer?l time y‘au ge in

there, i+s like a war zone.
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So &ar‘sﬂ about using the toilets in there. T
bnsicul'l?f Just have 4o hold i+ vntil T get home,
which is rtd.u?( hard on +he &d.?'s when T have +wo
chocolate milks for lunch.

T dont know what Tm aths to do if T 3::1'
sent ‘o SPds Urion. Becavse T dont +hink T can
hold i+ for four years.
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Thursday, March 3
Well, T mahd.se& +o solve one Prc:-Ham in my life.

'Tadd?t at school, T noticed there was a new air
{reshener on the ceflihs in the baysl bathroom.

So at lunch, T sPreml a rumor that the school
put a li+tle camera in there 4o catch the kids who
were ‘l'}\rawihﬂ wet tolet paper. T guess T must
have +old the rig’.ﬁ on?le, because b?t the +ime
sinth Pen‘n& rolled around, everyone in the school
knew about the so-called Spy camera ih the bofsi
bathroom. [BOYS
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NP; Plnh ended vp {':'tfha even more successful +than

T Eo?eé i+ would, T walked in the bo?tsr bathroom
around 2:00, and i+ was quieter in there +han i+

is in the l;{)rary.
<
/; F == _
)
&
/
T+ was hice to {mn“ be able 4o use +he facilities

without wor -hs d.bcn.rl' S'E-ths smacked u?sdt
+he head with a Slob of toilet paper.

==




3 T e 1 T T T

Friday, March 4

Tﬂhiﬂ}ﬂ' Mom cut out a hewspaper ad and left i+
on the kitchen +able,

COULD YOUR CHILD
BE THE NEXT

PEACHY BRECZE
KID?

Open tryouts at the
Liberty Tree Mall

Saturday, March 5th

Ptach?f Breeze is a local ice cream company, and
their +.v. commercials d.lwa?fs end with some &ork;;

kid Sd.?'ms +heir slc:-ad.h.
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PEACHY BREEZE
IS PEACHY
KEEN/

The kid used 4o be kind of cute, but over the

years, he's gotten ?r‘tﬂ'?r Sr‘nﬁ}' |nakih_3. Soe T
guess T can see why -i'hey're 1901:[?15 +o re?ld.ce him.

EACHY BREEZE
IS PEACHY
KEEN/
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Mr first reaction when T saw the ad on the
kitchen table was that if Mom thinks T'm going
+to +r?l out to be the new ch‘.hy’ Breeze kirl, she's
out of her mnd.

There is ha‘]‘\‘\ihs oh this earth that Dad hates
more than +hose Fear.}wy Breeze commercials, and if
T got the part, he'd ?robablr throw me out of
+he house.

Just last week he Pr‘nc‘]‘icmuf S?r‘aihe& his ankle
‘|’T’>(4'hs to shut off +the +.v. when a Peach}/ Breeze

ad came on.
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But then when T +’.‘mu31‘1+ about i+, T realized
+hat getting +he part could I"Ed“?/ chd.hse m?! life.

T bet +he an‘sihal Fear.hy Breeze Kid is o
millionaire bf how. And once Dad gets used to me
beih.s rich, ?!ou better believe he's not geing to
SHF me off to any mlear}/ d.m&ntm}(.

HEY GREG... UM.. I
KINDOF HAD MY EYE ON
THAT NEW BMW THEY
CAME OUT WITH...

)




13 T e T T T T

Su-furéa;g, March 5

This morning, while T was getting dressed for
+he 553 Pzach?' Breeze +r?lou+5, T heard Moms
car Puufhs out of the rlrﬂu'twn}.t. T ran out the
door and bd.re'l?’ mus}d' Mom before she drove off.

For a second, T couldnt -ﬁsure out w\‘m}r Mom was
|Ed"u’§h3 without me. But ‘I‘}\eh I -ﬁsut“&& it out.

Mom wanted MANNY +o auvdition to be '1+.t
Penc}x Breeze Ki&, and w!‘.th sht cut out 'H".d‘i‘
ad, she wasnt %Ehkihﬂ of me at all.
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But T wasnt going to let that stop me from
‘h"}dhs out for the part, and T got in +he car
anyway. Mom was just }‘“PP}' T was coming
becavse i+ meant she could leave l“".dhh?' with me

while she went off s}ua'p?ihs,.

The line of kids who wanted +o be the next
Pmc’.ﬁ}( Breeze Kid stretched all the way around

+he mall. When T looked at +he other kids in +he
line, T realized md.?'{'): 